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THE AUTHOR'S APOLOGY 



Tbb foUowing work, in which, at the outset, nothing mofe wis contem- 
plated than a temporary jeu d'esprit, was commenced in company with my 
brother, the late Peter Irving, Esq. Our idea was to parody a small 
hand-lxx)k which had recently appeared, entitled "A Picture of New- 
Yorlc." like that, onr work was to begin with an historical aketch; 
to he fdkvwed fay notices of the customs, manners, and institations of the 
city ; written hi a eerio-oomic vein, and tieating local enon, follies, and 
abuses with good-humored satire. 

To burlesque the pedantic lore displayed in certain American works, 
onr historical sketch was to commence with the creation of the world ; 
and we laid all kinds of works nnder contribntion for trite citations, rale* 
vant or irrelevant, to give it the proper air of learned research. Before 
this crude mass of mock erudition could be digested into form, my brother 
departed for Europe, and I was left to prosecute the enterprise alone. 

1 now altered the plan of the work. Discarding all idea of a parody 
on the Picture of New-York, I determined that what had been originally 
intended as an intnidnetory sketch, should comprise the whole work, and 
form a comic history of Ihe city. I acconfingly moulded the mass of 
citations and disquisitions into introductory chapters fonniug the first 
book ; but it soon became evident to me that, like Robinson Crusoe with 
his boat, I had begun on too large a scale, and that, to launch my histoiy 
Bucoeesfully, I must reduce its proportions. I accorduigly resolved to 
confine it to the period of the Dutch domination, whfch, in its rise, 
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pvogreM, and deelme, proaontaed tint unity of subject nqnifed by 
dasric role. It was a period, also, at that time almost a terra incognita 
in history. In fact, I was surprised to find how low of my fellow-citizens 
were aware that New- York had ever been called New-Amsterdam, or had 
beard of tbe names of its eariy Dutch govemota, or carad a etraw about 
their aacieiit Dutch progenitoro. 

This, then, broke iqnii ma the poetic age of Mr city; poetic team 
its very obscurity ; and open, like the early and obecure days of ancient 
Rome, to all the embellishments of heroic fiction. I hailed mv native 
ci^, as fortunate above all other American cities, in having an antiquity 
thiu ezteoding back into the legkms of doubt and fable ; neither did X 
conceive I was committmg any grievous historical ain m helping out the 
few fects I coold collect in this remote and fiirgotten region with figments 
of my own brain, or in giving characteristic attributes to tlie few names 
connected with it which I might dig up from oblivion. 

In this, doubtless, I reasoned like a young and inezperieaced writer, 
besotted with his own fiucies ; and my presnmptnons trespasses bsto this 
sacrad, though neglected, region of histcfy have met with deeerved rebuke 
fiont men of soberer minds. It is too late, however, to recall the shaft 
thus rashly launched. To any one whose sense of fitness it may wound, 
I can only say with Hamlet, 

Let mv (liicliiriiing from a purposed evil 
* Free me so far m your most f»eneroui thoughts. 

That I have shot my &now o'er the hoiue, 
Ami Imit mj tnvthv. 

I will say this in farther apology for my work : that if it has taken an 
onwarrantable liberty with our early provincial history, it has at least 
tnmed attention to that liistoiy and provoked research. It is only since 
ibis work appeared that the forgotten archives of tbe province have been 
rummaged, and the facts and personages of the olden time rescued from 
the dust of oblivion and elevated into whatever importance they may actu- 
ally possess. 
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The maiii object of my work, in Act, had a beaiiDg wUe fivm tlie 

sober aim of history ; but one which, I trust, will meet with fKNne fniliil- 
gence ironi ixM-tic rninds. It was to embody the traditions of our city in 
an amusing tbrm to illustrate its local humors, customs, and peculiari- 
ties; to clothe iMune Menes and plaoee and &mihar names with those 
imaginative and whimsical associations so seldom met widi in onr new 
country, but widoli Vim Hke ehanns md epeUs aheot the cities of the did 
world, buidiijg' the heart of the native inJiabitant to his home. 

In this I have reason to believe I have in some measure succeeded. 
Before the appearance of my work the popular traditions oi our city were 
nniecorded ; the peculiar and racy customs and usages derived from our 
Dntoh ^N^genitoiB were unnoticed, or regarded vrith indiflerence, or 
adverted to with a sneer. Now they form a convivial currency, and are 
brought forward on all occasions ; they link our whole commnnity toge- 
ther in good humor and good fellowship ; they are the rallying points of 
home feeling ; the seasoning of our civic festivities ; the staple of local 
tales and local pleasantries ; and are so harped upon fay our writen of • 
popular fiction, tiut I find myself ahnost crowded off the legendary ground 
which T was the finil to explore, hy the host who have followed in my 
footsteps. 

I dwell on this head because, at the first appearance of my work, its 
aim and drill were misapprehended by some of the descendants of the 
Dutch woithies ; and because I understand that now and then one may 
still be found to regaid it with a captious ^e. The &r greater part, how- 
ever, I have reason to flatter myself, receive my good-humored pictnrings 
in the same temper with which they were executed ; and wlion I find, 
after a lapse of nearly forty years, this hap-hazard production of my youth 
BtUl cheiished among them ; when I find its very name become a "house- 
hold word," and used to give the home stamp to everything lecMmnended 
for popular acceptation, such as Enickerhoeker societies ; Knlckeii)ocker 
insurance companies ; Knickerbocker steamboats ; Knickerbocker omni- 
buseis ; Knickerbocker bread, and Knickerbocker ice ; and when I find 
New-Yorkera of DutAh descent priding themselves upon being genuine 
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KnielBeilMekaii," I pleue myielf with the pOTrankm thit I lnv» ilnnk 

the right chord ; that my dealinji^ with the good old Dutch limes, and the 
cuMtotns and ubiiges derived from Uiem, are iu hanaony witii the feelingi 
and humon of my towmmen ; that I have opened a vein of pleasant asaocia- 
tions and qoaint ehanctenetiea peculiar to mj native place, and wliich its 
inhahitanta wiU not willingly anflfer to paw away ; and tfaat» though other 
faiatoties of New«<Yei1c my appear of highef elahne t& learned eeeoptation, 
and may take their dignified and appropriate rank in the family library; 
Knickerbocker's history will still be received wiili good-humored indol- 
and be tfaombed and chnckled over by the famiiy toaide. 

W. 1 

SmnysidCy 184S* 
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Am ll« Eteminf Pott of Octeber9^^^ 18W. 

DISTRESSING. 

Left Yob lodgingp aome time liiieey and bM net linoe been liesrd of, a mall 
elderly gentleman, diemed in an old Uack coat and cocked hat, by the name 

of Knickerbocker, As tbere aie some reaMOB for believing he is not entirety 
in his right mind, and as great anxiety is entertained about him, any inlbima- 
tion concerning him left either at the Colombian Hotel, Molbeny-fllreet, or at 
the office of this paper, will be thankfiilly received. 

P S. Printers of newspapers woold be aiding the canae of bomanity in 
giving aa ineertion to the above. 

From the «mm, Iffvmter t, ISIWl 
2b tk€ Editor of the J^vening Pott .* 

SiB« — Having read in your paper of the 26th October last, a paragraph 

respecting nn old gentleman by the name of Knickerbocker, who was missing 

from his lodgings; if it would be any relief to his friends, or furnish ihem with 
any clue to discover where he is, you may inionu thein that a person answering 
the description given, was seen by the passengers ol the Alhany stage, early in 
the morning, about four or five weeks since, resting himself by the side of the 
road, :i iiitie al)o\ e King's Bridge. He had in his hand a small bundle tied in 
a red bandana handkerchief: he appeared to be traveling northward, and was 
very much fiitigued and ezhaosted. 

A TRAVELER. 



FYom the game, J^aotmkor 16, 1809. 
To the Editor of the Evening Fosi : 

Sir, — ^You have been good enough to publish in your paper a paragraph 
about Mr. Diedf ich Knickerhofiker, who waa miasing eo itrangely eome time 
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nnce. Nothing Batlsfactory has been heard ot ihe old gentleman since , but 
m Mry curioua kind of a toritten book has been found in hia room, in his own 
bamlwiitiiig. Now I wkh jron to aotiee if he is still a]ive» that if lis doss 
notretani aod pay off his bUl fot bouding and lodging, I riiall liaTe to ditpoas 
of Ilia book to aatiify no lor the aotno. 

I am. Sir, your hainble aenrint, 

BETH HAKDAfilDE, 
Lsodlort of <fcs InaiipMiart OoiMibtoai Hold, Mslbtnytlwit 



Awa tkt #ssM| JWbvMitvflQi IBOflt 
Z«ITERARY NOTICE. 
ImKBP & Bbadtobo have iirthe pness, and will abodly pnliliiht 

A flistory of New-York, 

In two volumes, duodecimo. Price three dollars. 

Containing an account of its discovery and st tiiement, with its internal 
policies, manners, customs, wars, &C. &.C., under the Dutch government, fiir- 
nifiliing many curious and interesting particulars never before published, and 
which are gathered from varioiis maDoscript and other authenticated sour- 
ces, the whole being intenpetsed with philoaophieal qMenlationa and motal 
precepts. 

This woik waa &imd in the chamber of Mr. Diedrich Khiekeibocker, the 
old gentleman whoas sadden and mysterious diteppearanoe has been notiead. 
It is pnUiahed in order to disefaazga certain debts he haa left behind. 

Is due day published 
By IivsKBBP ds Bbadford, No. 128 Bioadway, 

A History of New-York, 

(Containing aame as abovo.) 
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It was some time, if I recollect right, in the early part of the 
autumn of ISOd, that a stranger applied for lodging^ at the Inde- 
pendent G>Ii2mbian Hotel in MulberryHsrtreet, of which I am 
lamllord. He was a small, brisk looking old gentleman, dressed 
in a rusty black coat, a pair of olive velvet breeches, and a small 
cocked hat He had a few gray hairs plaited and dubbed behind, 
and his beard seemed to be of some eight-and-fbrty hours growth* 
The only piece of finery which he bore about himy was a bright 
pair of square silver shoebuckles, and all his baggage was con- 
tained in a pair of saddle-bags, which he carried under his arm. 
His whole appearance \\\i6 something out of the coniiuon run ; 
and my wife, who is a very shrewd body, at once set him down 
for some eminent country schoohnaster. 

As the Indepeiident Columbian Hotel is a very small house, 
I was a little puzzled at first where to put him ; but my wife, 
who seemed taken with his looks, would needs put him in her 
best chamber, which is genteelly set off with the profiles of the 
whole ianiily, done in black, by tliose two great painters, Jarvis 
and Wood; and commands a very pleasant view of the new 
grounds on the Collect, together with the rear of the Poor House 
and Bridewell, and a full front of the Hospital ; so that it is the 
cheerfuUest room in the whole house. 

During the whole time that he stayed with us, we fonnd him a 
▼ery worthy good sort of an old gentleman, though a little queer 

1« 
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In his ways. He would keep in liis lOom far days together, and 
if any of the efaildren cried, or made a noise about his door, he 

would boLiiK c out in a great passion, with his hands full of papers, 
and say something about deranging his ideas which^nade my 
wife belieye sometames that he was not altogether am^ot* 
Ibideed, there was more than one reason to make her think eo^ 
for his room was always covered with scraps ot' paper and old 
mouldy books, laying about at sixes and sevens, which he would 
never let any body touch ; for he said he had laid them all away 
in their proper places, so that he might know where to find them ; 
though lor that matter, he was half his time worrying about the 
house in search of some book or writing which he had carefully 
put out of the way. I shall never forget what a pother he once 
made, because my wife cleaned out his room when his back was 
tinned, and put every thing to rights ; for he swore he would 
never be able to get his papers In order again in a twelvemontlL 
Upon this my wife ventured to ask him what he did with so many 
books and papers ; and he told her, that he was seeking for 
immortality which made her think more than ever, that the 
poor old gentleman's head was a little cracked. 

He was a very inquisitive body, and when not in his room 
was continually poking about town, hearing all the news, and 
prying Into every thing that was going on : this was particularly 
the case about election time, when he did nothing but bustle about 
£rom poll to poll, attending all ward meetings and committee 
rooms ; though I could never find that he took part with either 
side of the question. On the contrary, he would come home and 
rail at both parties wiili great wrath — and plainly proved one 
day, to the satisfisu^on of my wife and three old ladies who were 
drinking tea with har, that the two parties were Hke two rogues, 
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eftch tugging at a skirt oi' the iiatioii ; and that in the end they 
would tear the very ooat off its back, and expose its nakedness. 
Indeed he was an oracle among the nei^bors, who wovld oc^lect 
around him to hear him talk of an afternoon, as he smoked his 
pipe on the bench betore the door ; and I really believe he would 
have brought over the wh^ neigfahorhood to his own side of the 
question, if they could ever have found out what it was. 

He was veiy much given to argue, or, m he called it, phUoso- 
phuxy about the most trifling matter ; and to do him justice^ I 
never knew any body that was a matdi for him, except it was a 

grave ioukiog old gentleman who CAllcd now and then to see him, 
and often posed him la an argument. But this is nothing sur- 
prising, as I have since found out this stranger is the city libia- 
rian ; who, of course, must be a man of great learning : and I 
have my doubts, if he had not some hand in the following history. 

As oor lodger had been a long time with and we had 
never received any pay, my wife began to be somewhat uneasy, 
and curious to find out who and what he was. She accordingly 
made bold to put the question to his £riend^ the librarian, who 
replied in his dry way that he was one of the UUnsUy which she 
supposed to mean some new party in jiolitics. I scorn to push 
a lodger ibr his pay ; so I let day after day pass on without 
dunning the old gentleman foit a farthing: but my wile, who 
always takes these matters on herself, and is, as IE said, a shrewd 
kind of a woman, at last got out of patience, and hinted, that she 
thought it high time some people should have a sight of some 
people's money.*' To which the old gentleman replied, in a mighty 
touchy manner, that she need not make herself uneasy, for that 
he had a treasure there, (pointing to his saddle-bags,) worth her 
whole house put together. This was the only answer we oomld 
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erer get from liim ; and as my wife, hy some of those odd waj9 
in which women find out every Uuiig, learnt that he was of varj 
great oomiections, being related to the Knickerfoockers of Scagh> 
tikoke, and cousin-german to the congressman of that name, tihe 
did not like to treat him miciviUy. What is more, she eyeo 
offered, merelj by way q£ making things easy, to let him live 
tocot-i'icc, if he would teach the children their letters ; and to tr;^ 
her best and get her neighbors to send their children also : but 
the old gentleman took it in such dudgeon, and seemed so affronted 
at being taken for a sdioolmaBter, that she never daied to speak 
on the subject again* 

About tvro months agp^ he went out of a mornings with a 
bundle in his hand — and has never been heard of since. All 
kinds of inquiries were made after him, but in vain. I wrote to 
his rehitioDS at Scaghtikoke, but they sent for answer, that he iiad 
not been there since the year before last, when he had a great 
dispute with the congressman about politics, and left the place in 
a huff, and they had neither heard nor seen any thing of him 
from that tune to this. I must own I felt very much worried 
about the poor old gentleman, for I thought something bad must 
have happened to him, that he sliould be missing so long, and 
never return to pay his bilU I therefore advertised him in the 
ne?nspaper8, and thou^ my melancholy advertisement was pub- 
lished by several humane printers, yet I have never been able to 
learn any thing satisfactory about liim. 

My wife now said it was high time to take care of ourselves, 
and see if he had left any thing behind in his room, that would 
pay us for his board and lodging. We found nothing, however, 
but some old books and musty writings, and his saddle-bags;- 
wliichy being opened in the presence of the Hbraiian, contained 
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only a few articles of worn-out clothes, and a large handle of 
tdottod paper. Oo looking orar tiiis, the librarian told lu, he 
had no doubt it was the treasure which the old gentleman had 

spoken about ; it proved to be a most excellent and faithful 
History of New-York, which he adyised us by ail means to 
poblSah : aaniring qa thai it would be ao eagerly bought np by a 
discerning public, that he had no doubt it would be enough to 
pay our arreai'S ten times over. Upon this we got a very learned 
aahoohnaster, who teaches our children, to prepare it for the 
preiSy which he accordingly has done ; and has, moreover, added 
to it a number of valuable notes of his own. 

This, therefore, is a trae statement of my reasons for having 
this work printed, without waiting for the consent of the author: 
and I here declare, that if he ever returns, (though I much fear 
some unhappy accident has befallen him,) X stand ready to account 
irith him like a true and honest man* Which is all at present 

From the public's humble servant, 

Sbth Handasidb. 

IndependMit Cohmibian Hotel, New- York. 

The foregoing account of the author was prefixed to the first 
edition of this work* Shortly after its publication a letter was 
received ftom him, by Mr. Handaside, dated at a small Dutch 
village on the banks of the Hudson, whither he had travelled for 
the purpose of inspecting certain ancient records. As this was 
one of those few and happy villages, into whidi newspapers 
never ilnd their way, it is not a matter of surprise, that Mr. 
^pickerbocker should never have seen the numerous advertise* 
ments that were made concerning him ; and that he should learn 
of the publication of his history by mere accident. 
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Ue expreflsed much ooooern at ite pffematore •ppearanoey — 
tlierebj he was preveoAed from vakiiig several imiiortaat oor> 

rections and aherallons : as well as from profit iii;^' )>>- many curious 
liiiits wliicii lie had collected during his truvel:^ along the shoron 
of the TapiMUi Sea, and his doiioiini at Haverstraw and Esopoa* 
Finding that there was no longer tmy immediate neceesitj for 
his return to New-York, he extended his juimit ) up to the resi- 
dence of his relations at Scaghtikoke. On his way thither, he 
stopped for some days at Albany, for which city he is known to 
have entertained a great partiality. He found it, however, con- 
siderably altered, and was much concerned at the inroads and 
improvements which the Yankees were making, and the oonse- 
quent dedine of the good old Dutch manners. Indeed, he waa 
infuntied that these intruders were making sad innovations in all 
parts of the state; where they had given great trouble and 
vexation to the regular Dutdh settlers, by the introduction of 
turnpike gates, and country school-houses. It is said also, that 
Mr. Knickerbocker shook his head sorrowlbliy at noticing the 
gradual decay of the great Vander Heyden palace; but was 
highly indignant at finding that the ancient Dutch church, whidi 
stood in the middle of the street, had been pulled down, since his 
last visit. 

The fame of Mr. Knickerbocker's history having reached 
even to Albany, he received much flattering attention from its 

worthy burghers, some of whom, however, pointed out two or 
three very great errors he had fallen into, particularly that of 
suspending a lump of sugar over the Albany teartables, which, 
they assured Inm, had been discontinued for some years past. 
Several families, moreover, were somewhat piqued that their 
aaoestors bad not been mentioned in his work, and showed great 



Digitized by Google 



HiSlOilY OF NEW-YORIC 



jealousy of their netgfabors wfco had lliiis been distinguished ; 

while the latter, it must be cunlessed, plumed themselves vastly 
thereupon ; consideriiig these recordings in the light of letters- 
patent of nobility, establishing their claims to ancestry-— whith* 
in this republican country, is a matter of no little solicitude and 
vainglory. . , . " 

It is also said, that he enjoyed hi^ &Tor and oonntenanoe 
from the governor, who once asked him to dinner, and was seen 
twu or tliice times to shake hands with him, when they met in 
the street ; which certainly was going great lengths, considering 
that they differed in poHtics. Indeed, certain of the govemor^s 
confidential iVicnds, to whom he could venture to S])cuk hi- mind 
freely on such matters, have assured us, that he privately enter- 
tained a considerable good will for our author — ^nay, he even once 
went so far as to declare, and that openly too, and at his own 
table, just after dinner, that " Knickerbocker, was a very well 
meaning sort of an old gentleman, and no fooL'* From all which 
many have been led to suppose, that had our anthor been of differ- 
ent politics, and \vritt( u ior the newspapers instead of wasting his 
talents on histories, he might have risen to some post of honor 
and profit : peradventure, to be a notary public, or even a justice 
in the ten-ponnd court 

Beside the honors and civilities already mentioned, he was 
much caressed by the literati of Albany ; particularly by Mr. 
John Cook, who entertained him very hospitably at his circulating 
library, and reading room, where they used to drink Spa water, 
and talk about the ancients. He found Mr. Cook a man after his 
ojg^eart — of great literary research, and a curious collector 
of books. At parting, the latter, in testimony of friendship, made 
him a present of the two oldest works in his collection ; which 
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were the earliest edilkm of the Heidelberg Oiteelilsiii, tmd 

Adrian Vander Donck's famous account of the New Netherlands : 
hj the laat of which^ Mr* Knickerbocker profited greatly in tlue 
bis aeoond edition. 

Having passed some time very agreeably at Albany, our 
author proceeded to Sragbtihoke : where, it is but jnstioe to any, 
he was received with open arms, and treated with wondeiful 
]ovmg4tindne88. He was much looked up to by the family, being 
the first historian of the name ; and was considered almost as great 
a man as his cousin the congressman — with whom, by the by, he 
became perfectly reconciled, and contracted a strong inendship. 

In spite, however, of tlic kindness of his relations, and their 
great attention to his comforts, the old gentleman soon bec^une 
restless and discontented. His histoiy being publi^ed, he had 
no longer any business to occupy his thoughts, or any scheme to 
excite his hopes and anticipations. Thin, to a busy mind like his, 
was a truly deplorable situation ; and, ha4 ^ ^ man <^ 

inflexible morals and regular habits, there would have been great 
danger of his taking to politics, or drinking — ^both which pernicious 
vices we dmly see men driven to, by mere spleen and idleness. 

It is true, he sometimes employed himself in preparing a 
second edition of his history, wherein he endeavored to correct 
and improve many passages with which he was ilissatisfied, and 
to rectify some mistakes that had crept into it; for he was par* 
ticularly anxious that his work should be noted for its authenticity ; 
which, indeed, is the very life and soul of history. — But the glow 
of composition had departed — he had to leave many places 
untouched, which he would fain have altered ; and even ^<ij^e 
he did make alterations, he seemed always in doubt whether they 
were for the better or the worse. 
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After a reridenoe of some time at Sca^tikoke, he began to 

feel a strong desire to return to New-York, which he ever regarded 
with the warmest afTectiou ; not merely because it was his native 
city, bat because he really considered it the yeiy best city in the 
whole worid. On his retom, he entered into the full enjoyment 
of the advantages of a literary reputation. He was continually 
importuned to write advertisementSy petiUons, handbills, and pro- 
ductions of similar import ; and, although he never meddled with 
the public papers, yet had he the credit of writing innumerable 
essays, and smart things, that appeared on all subjects, and all 
sides of the question ; in all which he was clearly detected ''by 
his style.'* 

He contracted, moreover, a considerable debt at the post-office, 
zn consequence of the numerous letters he received from authors 
and printers soliciting his subscription, and he was applied to by 
every charitable society for yearly donations, which he gave 
very cheerfully, considering these applications as so many com- 
pliments. He was once invited to a great corporation dinner ; 
and was even twice summoned to attend as a juryman at the 
court of quarter sessions. Indeed, so i-enowned did he become, 
that he could no longer pry about, as formerly, in all holes and 
comers of the dty, according to the bent of his humor, unnoticed 
and uninterrupted ; but several times when he has been saunter* 
ing the streets, on his usual rambles of obsei*vation, equipped 
with his cane and cocked hat, the little boys at play have been 
known to cry, ** there goes Biedrich !" — at which the old gentle- 
maii seemed not a little pleased, looking upon these salutaliuiis in 
tli^ight of the praise of posterity. 

a word, if we take into consideration all these various 
honors and distinctions, together with an exuberant eulogium, 
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passed on him in the Port Falio — (with whidiy we are taddy the 
old gentleman was so much orerpowered, thai he was aide for 

two or three days) — it must be cunt'cs^ed, that tew iiutliors have 
ever lived to receive such illufltnoua rewardSi or have so <x>m- 
pletely enjojed in advanoe their own immortalitj. 

After ids return from Seaghtikoke, Mr. Knickerbocker took 
up his residence at a little rural reti'eat, wliich the Stuyvesaiits 
had granted him on the famUy domain, in gratitude for hin honor* 
ahle mention of their ancestor* It wae pleasantly situated on the' 
borders of one of the salt marshes beyond Corlear's Hook : sub- 
ject, indeed, to be occasionally oveiHowcd, and much infested, in 
the summer time, with musquitoes ; but otherwise very agreeable, 
producing abundant crops of salt grass and bulrushes. 

Here, we are sorry to say, the good old gentleman fell dan- 
gerously ill of a fever, occasioned by the neighboring marshes. 
When he found his end approaching, he disposed of his worldly 
affiEkirs, leaving the bulk of his fortune to the New-York Historical 
Society: his Heidelberg Catecliism, and Vander Donck s work to 
the ci^ library ; and his saddle-bags to Mr. Uandaside. He for- ' 
gave all his enemies— that is to say, all who bore any enmity 

towards liim ; loi' as Ut liiniself', he dechired he died in good will 
with all the world. And, after dictating several kind messages to 
his relations at Scaghtikoke, as well as to certain of our most 
substantial Dutch citizens, he expired in the arms of his friend 
^ the librarian. 

His remains were interred, according to his own request^ in 
St. Mark's chturchyard, close by the bones of his ^vorite hero, 
Peter Stuyveaant: and it is rumored, that the. Historical Society 
have it in mind to erect a wooden monument to his memuryitt 
the Bowling Green. 
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To rescue from oblivion the memory of former incidents, and 
^ render a just tribute of renown to the mmy great and wonder- 
iiil transactions of our Dutch progenitors, Diedrich Knickerbocker, 

native of the city of New-York, produces this historical essay."* 
Like the great Father of History, whose words I have just quoted, 
I treat of times long paat, over which the twilight of uncertainty 
had already thrown its shadows, and the night of forgetfiilncss 
was about to descend for ever. With great solicitude had I long 
beheld the early history of this venerable and ancient city gradu- 
ally slipping from our grasp, trembling on the lips of narrative 
old age, ant I day by day dropping piecemeal into the tomb. In a 
little while, thought I, and those reverend Dutch burghers, wiio 
serve as the tottering monuments of good old times, will be 
gathered to their fathers ; their children, engrossed by the empty 
pleasures or insignificant transactions ol" the present age, will 
neglect to treasure up the recollections of the past, and posterity 
will search in vain for memorials of the days of the Patriarchs. 
The orijrin of our city will be buried in eternal oblivion, and 

I 

even the names and achievements of Wouter Van Twiller, Wil- » 
liam Kieft, and Peter Stuyvesant, be enveloped in doubt and 
fiction, like those of Romulus and Remus, of Charlemagne, king 

Arthur, Rinaldo, and Godfrey of Bologne. 

' * Beloe'8 H«rodotiw. 
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Betennined, thereforoi to avert if possible this threatened 
misfoittme, I indiutriofiiflly set myself to woric^ to gsHier together 
all the fragments of our infant history which still existed, and like 

my revered prototype, Herodotus, where no written records could 
be foond, I have endeayored to continae the chain of history by 
well-authenticated traditioas. 

In this arduous undertaking, which has been the whole bnrf* 
uess of a long and solitary life, it is incredible tiie number of 

m 

learned authors I have oonsuUed $ and all but to little purpose. 
Strange as it may seem, though such multitudes of excellent 

works have been written about this country, there urn none ex- 
tant which gave any Ml and satisfactory account of the early 
history of New-York, or of its three first Dutch governors. I 
Iiaye, however, gained much valuable and curious matter, from 
an elaborate manuscript written in exceeding pure and classic 
low Dutch, excepting a few errors in orthography, which was 
found'in the archives of the Stuyvesant family. Many legends, 
letters and other documents have I likewi!«e crleaned, in my re- 
searches among the family chests and lumber garreta of our 
respectable Dutch citizens ; and I have gathered a host of well- 
authenticated traditions from divers excellent old ladies of my 
acquaintance, who requested that their nanieis might not be 
mentioned, J^^o^ must I neglect to acknowledge how greatly I 
have been assisted by that admirable and praiseworthy institution, 
the New-York Historical Society, to which I here publicly 
return my sincere acknowledgments. 

In the conduct of this inestimable work I have adopted no 
individual model; but on the contrary have simply contented 
myself with combining and concentrating tlie excellences ot" tlie 
most approved ancient historians. Like Xenophon, I have main- 
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tamed the utmost impartiality, and the strictest adhcreace to 
tnith. throughout mj history. I have enriched it after the man- 
ner of Sallufit, with yarious characters of ancient worthies, drawn 
at full length and faithfully colored. I have seasoned it witli 
profound political speculations like Thucydides, sweetened it with 
the graces of sentiment like Tadtus, and infused into the whole 
the dignity, the grjmdeur, and magnificence of Livy. 

I am aware that I shall incur the censure of numerous very 
learned and judidous critics, for indulging too frequently in the 
bold excursive manner of my fkvorite Herodotus. And to he 
candid, I have found it im possible always to resist the allure- 
ments of those pleasing episodes which, like flowery banks and 
fragrant bowers, beset the dusty road of the historian, and entice 
him to turn aside, and refresh himself from his wayfaring. But 
I trust it will be found, that I have always resumed my staff, and 
addressed myself to my weary journey with renovated spirits, so 
that both my readers and myself have been benefited by the 
relaxation. 

Indeed, though it has been my constant wish and uniform 
endeavor to rival Polybius himself, in observing the requsite unity 

of History-, yet the loose and unconnected manner in which many 
of the facts herein recorded have come to hand, rendered such 
an attempt extremely difficult This difficulty was likewise 
increased, by one of the grand objects contemplated in my work, 
which was to trace the rise of sundry customs and institutions in 
this best of cities, and to compare them, when in the germ of 
ijilancy, with wliat they are in the present old age of knowledge 
and improvement. 

But the chief merit on which I value myself, and found my 
hopes for future regard, is that faithful veradt^ with which I 

2 
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have oompiled this invaluable little work ; careftiUy winnowing 
away the chaff of hypothesis, and discarding the tares of foble, 

which are too apt lo >{)rinp; up and choke the seeds of truth and 
wholesome knowledge. — Had I been anxious to captivate the 
saperfioiiil throng, who skim like swallows over the surface of 
literature ; or had I been anxious to commend my writings to the 
pampered palates of literary epicures, T might have availeil my- 
self of the obscurity that overshadows the in£uit years of our 
aty, to introduce a thousand pleasing fictions. But I have 
Bcrupulously discarded many a pithy tale and marvelous adven- 
'ture, whereby tlie drowsy car of summer indolence might be 
enthralled ; jealously maintaining that fidelity, gravity, and dignity, 
which should ever distinguish the historian. For a writer of 
this class," observes an elegant critic, " must sustain the character 
of a wise man, writing for the instruction of posterity ; one who 
has studied to inform himself well, who has pondered his subject 
with care, and addresses himself to our judgment, rather tlian to 
our imagination." 

Thrice happy, therefore, is this our renowned dtj, in having 
Incidents worthy of swelling the theme of history ; and doubly 
thrice happy is it in liaving such an historian as myself to relate 
them. For after all, gentle reader, cities of tfiem$ehei, and, in 
fact, empires of ^emseheSf are nothing without an historian. It 
is the patient narrator who records their prosperity as they rise— 
who blazons forth the splendor of their noontide meridian — who 
props their feeble memorials as they totter to decay — who gathers 
tc^iher their scattered fragments as they rot — and who piously, 
at lengtli, collects their ashes into the mausoleum of his work, 
and rears a monument that will transmit their renown to all sue* 
eeedingages. 
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"Wliat has been the fate of many fair cities of antiquity, whose 
namdess rums encumber the plains of Europe and Asia, and 
awaken the fruitless inquiry of the traveler? — they have sunk 
into dust and silence — they have perislied from remembrance for 
want of an historian I The philanthropist may weep over their 
desolation — ^the poet may wandfiP anton^ Utfir mouldering arches 
and bpoken eehnmis, and indulge the yisionary flights of his fancy 
— ^but alas ! alas I the modem historian, whose pen, like my 
own, is doomed to confine itself to dull matter of fact, seeks in 
Tain among their obliYious remains, for some memorial that may 
tell the instructive talc of their jl^lory and their ruin. 

"Wars, confiiigrations, deluges," says Aristotle, "destroy 
nations, and with them all their monuments, their discoveries, and 
their vanities. — ^The torch of sdence has more than once been 
extinguished and rekindled — a few individuals, who have es- 
caped by accident, reunite the thread of gei^erations." 

The same sad misfortune which has happened to so many 
ancient cities, will happen again, and from the same sad cause, to 
nine-tenths of those which now flourish on the face of the globe. 
With most of them the time for recording their early history is 
gone by ; their origin, their foundation, together with the event- 
ful period of their youth, are for ever buried in the rubbinh of 
years ; and the same would have been the case with this fair 
portion of the earth, if I had not snatched it from obscurity in 
the very nick of time, at the moment that those matters herein 
recorded were about entering into the wide-spread insatiable maw 
of oblivion — ^if I had not dragged them out, as it were, by the 
very locks, just as the monster's adamantine &ngs were closing 
upon them for ever ! And here have T, as before observed, care- 
fully collected, collated, and arranged them, scrip and scrap. 
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^punt m punt, gat en gat" and oommenoed in tins little woflc, a 

history to serve as a louiidutioii, on whii h uthcr historians may 
hereafter ruse a nable superstructure, sweUing in process of time» 
untii Kn%eherboeket^9 New- York may be equally voluminous with 
Gibbon a Jiuijiey or JIame and SmoUeCs Kngland! 

And now iudul^ me for a moment) while I lay down my 
pen, skip to some little eminence at tlie distance of twio or IIipm 
hundred yeai*s ahead ; and, casting back a birdV-cye glance over 
the waste of years that is to roU between, duicovcr myiself — little 
I — at this moment the progenitor, prototype, and precursor of 
them all, posted at the head of this host of literary worthies, 
with my book under niy arm, and New- York on my back, press- 
ing forward, like a gallant commander, to honor and immortality. 

Such are the ymnglorious imaginings that will now and 
then enter into the bnun oi* the author — that irradiate, as with 
celestial light, his solitary chamber, cheering his weary spirits, 
and animating him to persevere in his labors. And I have freely 
given uttoninco to tlic^e rhapsodies whenever they have occurred ; 
not^ I trust, from an unusual spirit of egotism, but merely that 
the reader may for once have an idea, how an author thinks and 
feels while he is writing — a kind of knowledge ver^ rare and 
curious, and much to be desired. 
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CONTAIiMNG DIVERS INGENIOUS THEORIES AND PHILOSOPHIC SPECU- 
LATIONS, CONCERNrNG THE CREATION AND POPULATION OF THE 
WORLD, AS CQNNECT£1> VVHH THE HISTORY OF NEW-YORK. 

CHAPTER i. 

r k 

DSSCBIPTIOK OF THE WOBLD. 

AcooRDiKa to the best authorities, the world in which we dwell 

is a liiige, opaque, reflecting, inanimate mass, floating in the vast 
ethereal ocean of infinite space* It has the form of an orange, 
bemg an oblate spheroid, eurioiisly flattened at opposite partSy 
for the insertion of two imaginary poles, which are supposed to 
penetrate and unite at the centre ; thus forming an axis on which 
the mighty orange turns with a regular diurnal revolution. 

The transitions of liglit and darkness, whence proceed the 
alternations of day and night, are produced by this diurnal revo- 
lution successively presenting the difi'erent parts of the earth to 
the rays of the sun. The latter is, according to the best, that is 
to say, the latest accounts, a luminous or fiery body, of a prodi- 
gious magnitude, from which this world is driven by a centril ugal 
or repelling power, and to which it is drawn by a centripetal or 
attractive force; otherwise called the attraction of gravitation; 
the combination, or rather the counteraction of these two opposing 
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impulses producing a circular and annual revoludon* Henoe 
result the different seasons of the year, viz., spring, suuimery 
autumn, and winter. 

This I believe to be the most approved modem theory on the 
subject — thoncrli thei\' be many philosophers wliohave entertained 
very dili'erent opinions; some, too, of them cntiiied to much 
deference from their great antiquity and illustrious characters* 
Thus it was advanced by some of the ancient sages, that the 
earth was an extended plain, supported by vast pillars ; and by 
others, that it rested on the head of a snakcy or the back of a 
huge tortoise — but as they did not provide a resting place for 
either the pillars or the tortoise, the whole theory fell to the 
ground, for want of proper foundaUon. . 

The Brahmins assert, that the heavens rest upon the earHiy 
and the sun and moon swim therein like fishes in tlie water, 
moving from east to west by day, and gliding alunu; tli edge of 
the horizon to their original stations during night i* while, accord- 
ing to ihe Paunmicas of India, it is a vast plain, encircled by 
seven oceans of milk, nectar, and otlier delicious liijuids ; that it 
is studded with seven mountains, and ornamented in the centre 
by a mountainous rock of burnished gold ; and that a gi*eat dragon 
occasionally swallows up the moon, which accounts for the phe- 
nomena of lunar echpses.t 

Beside these, and many other equally sage opinions, we have 
the profound conjectures of Aboul-Hassan-Aly, son of Al Khan, 
son of Aly, son of Abderrahman, son of Abdailah, son of Masoud- 
el-Hadheli, who Js commonly called Masoudi, and sumamed Goth* 
biddin, but who takes the humble title of Laheb-ar-rasoul, which 

• FarU y Soaza. Mick. Ins. note b. 7. 
*t Sir W. Jones^Biw. Antiq. Ind. Zod. 



Digitized by Google 



HiSTOiCY OF Nii^VZ-YOUK, 81 

means the companioii of the ambassador of God. He has written 

a universal history, entitled " Mouroudge-ed-dharab, or the Gold- 
en Meadows, and the Mines of Precious Stones/'* In this 
Taluable work he has related the history of the worlds from the 
creation down to the moment of writing; whidi was under the 
Kbaliphat of Mothi BiOah, in the month Dgiouniiuli-el-aoual of 
the 336th year of the Hegira or flight of the Prophet. He in- 
ibrms us that the earth is a huge bird, Mecca and Medina consti- 
tuting the head, Persia and India the right wing, the land of Gog 
the left wing, and Airica the tail. He inlbrms us, moreover, that 
an earth has existed before the present (which he considers as a 
mere chicken of 7000 years), that it has undergone divers deluges, 
and that, according to the opinioa of some well-iril'urmcd Brah- 
mins of his acquaintance, it will be renovated erery seventy 
thousandth hazaxouam; each hazaiouam oonsisting of 12,000 
years. 

These are a few of the many contradictory opinions of phi- 
losophers concerning the earth, and we find that the learned have 

ha<l equal perplexity as to the nature of the sun. Some of the 
ancient philosophers have afiirmed that it is a vast wheel of bril- 
liant fire ;t others that it is merely a mirror or sphere of trans- 
parent crystal ;| and a third class, at the head of whom stands 
Anaxagoras, maintained that it was nothing but a huge ignited 
mass of iron or stone — indeed, he declared the heavens to be mere- 
ly a vault of stone — and that the stars were stones whirled up- 
ward from the earth, and set on fire by the velocity of its revolu- 

* Mss. Bibliot. Roi. Fr. 

t Piutarcii de placitiB Phikwopb. lib. ii. cap. SO. 

t Aebill. Tat. isag. cap. 19. Ap. Petav. t iiL p. 81. Stob. Belog. Fhys. 
lib. i. p. 56. Plat, de Plac. Pbi. 
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tions.* But I give little attention to llic doctrines of this phi* 

losopher, the people of Athens having fully refiited them, hj 
banishing him from their city ; a concise mode of answering un- 

wekonie doctrines, inik li resorted to in former days. Another 
sect of phiiosopliers do declare, that certain fiery particles exhale 
constantly from the earth, which eooeBntrating in a single point 
of the fimiament by day, constitute the sun, but being scattereil 
and i-ambiing about in the dark at ni;^lit, collect in various j>ointe, 
and form stars. These are regularly burnt out and extinguished, 
not unlike to the lamps in our street, and require a fresh supply 
of exhalations for the next occasion.t 

It is even recorded, that at certain remote and obscure periods, 
in consequence of a great scarcity of fuel, the sun has been com- 
pletely burnt out, and sometimes not rekindled for a month at a 
time. A most melancholy circumstance, the very idea of which 
gave vast concern to Heraditus, that worthy weeping philoscH 
pher of antiquity. In addition to these yarioos speculations, it 
was the opinion of Ilerschel, that tlie sun is a magnificent, habi- 
table abode j the light it furnishes arising fi-oni certain empyreal, 
luminous or phosphoric clouds, swimming in its transparent at- 
mosphere.t 

But we will not enter farther at present into the nature of the 
sun, that being an inquiry not immediately necessary to the de- 
velopment of this history ; neither will we embroil ourselTes in 

• Diogenes Laertius in Anaxag 1. ii. sec. 8. Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 26. Plut, 
de Plac. Philo. Xenoph. Mem. 1 iv. p. 815. 

f Aristot. Meteor. 1. ii. c. 2. Idem. Probl sec. 15, Stob. Eel. Phys. 1. i. p. 55. 
Bmck. Hist. Phil. t. i. p. 1154, &.c. 

t Philos. Tnoa. 1795. p. 72. Idem. 1801. p. 265. Nich. PbUoa. Jonm. I. 
p. 13. 
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any more of the endless disputes of plulosopbers toucliing the form 

of this globe, but content ourselves with the theory advanced in 
the beginning of this chapter, and will proceed to illustrate, bj 
experiment, the compleiity of motion therein ascribed to this our 

rotatory planet. 

Professor Von Foddingcoft (or Puddinghead, as the name 
be rendered into English,) was long celebrated in the uni- 
versity of Leyden, for profound gravity of deportment, and a 
talent at going to sleep in the niidst of examinations, to the infi- 
nite relief of his hopeful students^ who thereby worked their way 
through college with great ease and little study. In the course 
of one of his lectures, tlie learned professor, seizing a bucket of 
water, swung it around his head at arm's length. The impulse 
with which he threw the vessel from him, being a centrifngal 
force, the retention of his arm operating as a centripetal power, 
and the bucket, which was a substitute for tlie earth, describing a 
circular orbit round about the globular head and ruby visage of 
Professor Yon Poddingooft, which formed no had representation 
of the sun. All of these particulars were duly explained to the 
class of gaping students around him. He apprised them, more- 
over, that the same principle of gravitation, which retained the 
water in the bucket, restrains tlio ocean from flyingr from tlie earth 
in its rapid revolutions ; and he farther informed them tliat should 
the motion of the earth be suddenly checked, it would inconti- 
nently fall into the sun, through the centripetal force of gravitation ; 
a most ruinous event to this planet, and one which would also 
obscure, though it most probably would not extinguish, the solar 
luminary. An unlucky stripling, one of those vagrant geniuses, 
who seem sent into the world merely to annoy worthy men of the 
puddinghead order, desirous of ascertaining the correctness of the 

2* 
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experiment, suddeiilj arrested the ana of the profeflflor, just at 
the moment that the bucket was in its zenith, which immediately 

decended with astonishing precision upon the philosophic head of 
the instructor of youth. A boUow sound, and a red-hoi hiss, at- 
tended the contact; hut the theory was in the amplest manner 
ilhistrated, for the unfortunate bucket perished in the conflict; 
but the blazing countenaace of Professor Vou Poddingcoft emerged 
firom amidst the waters, glowing fiercer than ever with unuttera- 
ble indignation, whereby the students were marvelously edified^ 
and departeil considerably wiser than before. 

It is a mortii^ing circumstance, which greatly perplexes many 
a painstaking philosopher, that nature often refuses to second his 
most profound and elaborate efforts ; so that after having invented 
one of the most ingenious and natural theories imaginable, she 
will have the perverseness to act directly in the teeth of his system, 
and flatly contradict his most favorite positions. This is a mani- 
fest and unmerited grievjuicc, since it throws the censure of tho 
vulgar and unlearned entirely upon the philosopher; whereas the 
fault is not to be ascribed to his theory, which is unquestionably 
correct, but to the waywardness of dixme nature, who, witli the 
proverbial fickleness of her sex, is continually indulging in 
coquetries and caprices, and seems really to take pleasure in vio- 
latmg aU philosophic rules, and jilting the most learned and inde- 
fatigable of her adorers. Thus it happened with respect to the 
foregoing sadsfactoiy explanation of the motion of our planet; it 
appears that the centrifugal force has long since ceased to operate, 
while its antagonist remains in undiminished potency : the world, 
therefore, according to the tlicory as it originally stood, ought in 
Strict propriety to tumble into the sun ; philosophers were convinced 
that it would do so, and awaited in anxious impatience the ful« 
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iillment of their prognostics. But the untoward planet pertinar 
cioudj oontinaed her course^ notwithstanding that she had reason, 
philosophy, and a whole tmiversitj of learned professors opposed 
to her conduct. The philosophers took this in very ill part, and 
it is thought they would never have pardoned the slight and af- 
fanxat which they oonceived put upon them hy the world, had not 
a good-natured professor kindly oiRciated iis a mediator between 
the parties, and effected a reconciliation. 

Finding the worid would not acoonnnodate itself to'the theory, 
he wisely determined to aecommodate the theory to the world : he 
therefore informed his brother philosophers, that the circular mo- 
tion of the earth round the sun was no sooner engendered by the 
conflicting impulses aboye described, than it became a regular 
revolution, independent of the causes which gave it origin. His 
learned brethren readily joined in the opinion, being heartily glad 
of any explanation that would decently extricate them from their 
embarrassment — and ever since that memorable era the world has 
been left to take her own course, and to reyolve around the sun 
in such orbit as she thinks proper. 
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CHAPTER IL 



COSMOGONY, OR CREATION OF XU£ WOEJLD ; WITH A MUL* 
TTTUDB OF EXCELLENT THEOBIES, BT WBICH THE CKSA- 

TION OF A WORLD 13 SHOWN TO BE NO SL'CH DIFFICULT 
MATTER AS COMMON FOLK. WOULD IMAGINE. 

Having thus briefly introduced my rcmler to tlie wuild, and 
given him some idea of its form and situation, he will naturally 
be curious to know from whence it came, and how it was created* 
And, indeed, the cleariiiu up of these points is absolutely essen- 
tial to my history, inasmuch as if this world had not bet^n tiamcd, 
it is more than probable, that this renowned island on whiefa is 
situated the city of New-York' would never have had an existence. 
The regular course of my history, therefore, requires that I should 
proceed to notice the cosmogony or fonnation of this our globe. 

And now I give my readers fair warning, that I am about to 
plunge, for a chapter or two, into as complete a labyrinth us ever 
historian was perplexed withal : therelbre, I advise them to take 
fast hold of my skirts, and keep dose at my heels, venturing 
neither to the right hand nor to the left, lest they get bemired in 
a slough of unintelligible learning, or have their brains knocked 
out by some of those hard Greek names which will be flying 
about in aU directions. But should any of them be too indolent 
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or chicken-hearted to accompany me in this perilous undertaking, 
Hnety had better take a short cut round, aud wait for me at the 
begizming of some smoother chapter. 

Of the creation of the world, we have a thousand contradio- 
tory accounts i and though a Terj satisfactorj one is furnished us 
by divine revelation, yet evexy philosopher feels himself in honor 
bound to furnish us with a belter. As an impartial liistorian, I 
consider it my duty to notice their several theories, by which 
mankind have been so exceedingly edified and instructed. 

Thus it was the opinion of certain ancient sages, that the earth 
and the whole system of the universe wtus the Deity himself;* a 
doctrine most strenuously maintained by Zenophanes and the 
whole tribe of Eleatics, as also by Strabo and the sect of peri- 
patetic j)hil()?()phers. Pythagoras likewif'e inculcated llie famous 
numerical system of the monad, dyad, and triad, and by means - 
of his sacred quaternary elucidated the formation of the world, 
the arcana of nature, and the principles both of music and 
morals-t Other sages adhered to the mathematical system of 
• squares and triangles ; the cube, the pyramid, and the sphere ; 
the tetrahedron, the octahedron, tha*icosahedron, and the dodeca- 
hedron. + Wliile others advocated the great elementary theory, 
which refers the construction of our globe and all that it contains, 
to the combinations of four material elements, air, earth, fire, and 
water ; with the assistance of a fifth, an immaterial and vivifying 
principle, 

Kor must I omit to mention the great atomic system taught 

* Ariatot. ap. Cic. Ub. i. cap. 3. 

t Arisiot. Metaph. lib. i. % 5. Idem, de Coelo. 1. iii. c. 1. EomaeaQ mem. 
sor Musique anoien. p. 39. Flntanh de Flac. Philoa. Ub. t oap. 3. 
t Tim. Loot. ap. Plato, t. ia p. 90. 
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Ify old Hbfidios, before the siege of Troy ; revived hy Demoo* 

ritiis of lau^liiiiL^ ineraor)- ; imi)r()vod by Kpiriirn«, tliat king of 
good fellows, and modernized by the fancilul Descartes. But 
I dei!iitie inqairing, whether the atoms, of whieh the earth is said 
to be composed, are eternal or recent ; whether they are animate 
or inanimate ; wliether, agreeably to the opinion of the atheiots, 
they were fortoitoosly aggregated, or, as the theists mamtain^ 
were arranged by a FU])i eme intelligence.* Whether, in fiust, 
the eartli be an insensate clod, or whether it be animated by a 
soul it which opinion was strenuously maintained by a host of 
philosophers, at the head of whom stands the great Plato, that 
temperate sage, who threw the cold water of philos'ophy on the 
form of sexual intercourse, and inculcated the doctrine oi Plato- 
nic love — an exquisitely refined intercourse, but much better 
adapted to the ideal inhabitants of his imaginary island of Atlan- 
tis than to the sturdy race, composed of rebellious flesh and 
blood, which populates the little matter of fact island we inhabit. 

Beside these systems, we have, moreover, the poetical theo* 
gony of oUl Hesiod, who p^enerated the wliole universe in tlie 
regular mode of procreation, and the plausible opinion of others, 
that the earth was hatched from the great egg of night, whieh 
floated in chaos, and was cracked by the horns of the celestial 
bull. To illustrate this last doctrine, Burnet in his theory of the 
earth,t has favored us with an accurate drawmg and descriptioiij 
both of the fonn and texture of this mundane egg ; which is 

* Aristot. Nat. Auseulc. I. ii. eap. 6. Arktoph. Metaph. lib. i. cap. 3. 

Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. i. cap. 10. Justin Mart. orat. ad gent. p. 20. 

t Mofiheim in Cudw. lib. i. cap. 4, Tim. de*anim. mund. ap. fiat, lib* 
iii. Mem. de I'Acad. des Belles-Lettr. t. xxxii. p. 19| et al. 

t Book i. cb. 5. * 
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firand to bear a marvellous reBemblance to thai of a goose* 
Such of my readers aa take a proper interest in the origin of 

this our planet, will be pleased to learn, that the most profound 
sages of antiquity, among the Egyptians, Clialdeans, Persiaiis, 
Greeks, and Latins, have alternately assisted at the hatching of 
tliis jstranfjc bird, and that their caeklings have been caught, and 
(:uutinued iii ditlerciit tones and infections, from philosopher to 
philosopher, unto the present day* 

But while briefly noticing long celebrated systems of ancient 
sagci, let me not pas? over with neglect those of other philo- 
sophers ; which, though less universal and renowned, have equal 
claims to attention, and equal chance for correctness. Thus it 
is recorded by the Brahmins, in the pages of their inspired 
Shastah, that ihe angel Bistnoo, transforming himself into a 
great boar, plunged into the watery abyss, and brought up the 
earth on his tusks. Then issued from him a mighty tortoise, 
and a mighty snake ; and Bistnoo placed the snake erect upon 
the back of the tortoise, and he placed the earth upon the head 
of the snake.* 

The negro philosophers of Congo atiirm that the world was 
made by the hands of angels, excepting their own country, which 
the Supreme Being constructed himself, that it might be supremely 
excellent. And he took great pains with the inhabitants, and 
made them very black, and beautiful ; and when he had finished 
the first man, he was well pleased with him, and smoothed him 
over the face, and hence his nose, and the nose of all his descend- 
ants, became fiat. 

The Mohawk philosophers tell us, that a pregnant woman 

* Holwcll. Gem. Phiiot»ophy. 
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fell down irom heaven, and that a tortoi.se took \\vv n|>oii liA back, 
because every place was covered with water ; and that the womaoy 
sitting upon the tortoise, paddled with her hands in the water, 
and Kiked uj) thn eiu ih, whence it liimlly happened that llic eailk 
became liigher than the water,* 

But I forbear to quote a number move of these ancient and 
outlandish philosophers, whose deplorable ignorance, in despite 
of all their erucLuion, compelled them to write in languiiges 
which but few of mj readers can understand; and I shall 
proceed briefly to notice a few more intelligible and fashionable 
theories of their aiodern successors. 

And, first, I shall mention the great Bufibn, who conjectures 
that this globe was originally a globe of liquid fire, scintillated 
li-om the body of the sun, by the percussion of a comet, as a 
spark is generated by the collision of Hint and steeL That at 
first it was surrounded by gross vapors, which, cooling and 
condensing in process of time, constituted, accortliiig to their 
densities, earth, water, and air ; which gradually arranged thcm- 
sdveSy according to their respective gravities, round the burning 
or vitrified mass that formed their centre. 

Iluttoii, on the contrury, supposes that the waters at first 
were universally paramount; and he terrifies himself with the 
idea that the earth must be eventually washed away by the force 
of rain, rivers, and mountain torrents, until it is confounded with 
the ocean, or, in other words, absolutely dissolves into itself. — 
Sublime ideal far surpassing that of the tender-hearted damsel 
of antiquity, who wept herself into a fountain ; or the good dame 
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of Narbonne in Fraace, who> for a volnbilitj of tongue onusual 
in her sex, was doomed to peel five hundred thousand and thirtj- 

nine ropes ot onions, and actually run out at her ejes before half 
the hideous task was aooomplished. 

Whiston, the same ingenious philosopher who riyaled Ditton 
in his researches after the longitude (for which the mischief- 
lodng Swiil discharged on their heads a most savory stanza), 
has distinguished himself by a very admirable theoiy respecting 
the earth. He conjectures that it was originally a chaotic comet, 
which being selected for the ahodo of man, was removed from 
its eccentiie orbit, and whirled round the sun in its present 
regular motion ; by which change of direction, order succeeded 
to conihsion in the arrangement of its component parts. The 
philosopher adds, that the deluge was produced by an uncourteous 
salute from the watery tail of another comet; doubtless through 
sheer envy of ite improved condition : thus furnishing a melan- 
choly proof that jealousy may prevail, even among the heavenly 
bodies, and discord interrupt that celestial harmony of the 
spheres, so melodiously sung by the poets. 

But I pass over a variety of excellent theories, among which 
are those of Burnet, and Woodward,, and Whitehurst ; regretting 
extremely that my time will not suffer me to give them the notice 
they deserve — and shiill conclude with that of the renowned Dr. 
Darwin. This learned Theban, who is as much distinguished 
for rhyme as reason, and for good-natured credulity as serious 
research, and who has recommended himself wonderfully to the 
good graces of the ladies, by letting them into all the gallantries, 
amours, debaucheries^ and other topics of scandal of the court 
of Flora, has fallen upon a theory worthy of his combustible 
imagination. According to his opinion, the huge mass of chaos 
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took a sudden occasion to explode, like a barrel of gimpowderi 
and in that act exploded the sun — ^which in its flight, hy a similar 
convulaiou, ex£)iuiled the earth, which in like guise exploded 
the moon — and thus hy a concatenataon of explosions, the whole 
solar system was produced, and set most systematicallj in 
motion !* 

By the greiit variety of theories here alluded to, every one 
of which, if thoroughly examined, will be found surprisingly 
consistent in all its parts, my imleamed readers will perhaps 
be led to coiieiude, that the creation of a world is not so dilhcuit 
a task as they at first imagined. I have shown at least a score 
of ingenious methods in which a world could be constructed; 
and I have no doubt, that had any of the pliilosophers above 
quoted the use of a good manageable comet, and the philosophical 

■ 

warehouse chaos at his command, he would engage to manufac- 
ture a planet as gDod, or, if you would take his word for it, 
better than this we inhabit. 

And here I cannot help noticing the kindness of Providence^ 
in creating comets for the great relief of bewildered phOosophers. 
By their assistance more sudden evohitions and transitions are 
effected in the system of nature tlian are wrought in a panto- 
mimic exhibition, by the wonder-working sword of Harlequin. 
Should one of our modem sa^es, in his theoretical flights among 
the stars, ever find bimseit lost in the clouds, and in danger 
of tumbling into the abyss of nonsense and absurdity, he has 
but to seize a comet by the beard, mount astride of its tail, and 
away he gallops in triumph, like an enc}i:int(^r on his hyppogrifT, 
or a Connecticut witch on her broomstick, " to sweep the cobwebs 
out of the sky." 

* Drw. Bill. Garden. Fart I. Cant. i. 1. 105. 
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B is an old and vulgar saying about a <^ beggar on horse- 
back," which I would not for the world have applied to these 
reverend philosophers; but I must confess, that some of tlieiii, 
when they are mounted on one of those fieiy steeds^ are as wild 
in their curveting^ as was Phaeton of yore, when he aspired 
to manage the chariot of Phoebus. One drives his comet at 
lull speed against the sun^ and knocks the world out of him 
with the mighty concussion; another, more moderate, makes 
his comet a kind of beast of burden, carrying the sun a regular 
supply of food and fagots — a third, of more combustible dispo- 
sition, threatens to throw his comet, like a bombshell, into the 
world, and blow it up like a powder magazine ; while a fourth, 
with no great delicacy to this planet, and it^ inhabitants, insinuates 
that some day or other, his comet— my modest pen blushes while 
I write it^-shall absolutely turn tail upon our world, and deluge 
it with water ! — Surely, as I have already observed, comets were 
bountifully provided by Providence for the benefit of philoso- 
phers, to assist them in manu&cturing theories. 

And now, having adduced several of the most prominent 
theories that occur to my recollection, I leave my judicious 
readers at full liberty to choose among thenu They are all 
serious speculations of learned men — all differ essentially from 
each other — and all have the same title to belief. It has ever 
been the task of one race of philosophers to demolish the works 
of their predecessors, and elevate more splendid fantasies in their 
stead, which in their turn are demohshed and replaced by the 
air castles of a succeeding generation. Thus it would seem that 
knowledge and genius, of which we make such great parade, 
consist but in detecting the errors and absurdities of those who 
have gone before, and devising new errors and absurdities, to 
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detected by those vho are to come after ns. Theories aie 
Ae mighty soap babbles with which the grown up children of 

science amuse themselves — while the honest vulgar stand gazing 
in stupid admiration^ aad dignify these learned vagaries with the 
name of wisdom ! — Sorely SocraiM was i^ght in his opinion, that 
philosophers are but a soberer sort of madmen, busy big them- 
selves in thinjrs totally incomprcliensible, or which, it' they could 
be comprehended, would be found not worthy the trouble of 
discovery. 

For my own part, until the learned have conic to an agree- 
ment among themselves, I shall content myself with the account 
handed down to us by Moses; in which I do but foUow the 
example of our ingenious neighbors of Connecticut ; who at their 
first settlement proclaimed, that the colony should be governed 
by the laws of God — ^until they had tune to make better. 

One thing, however, ai)pear8 certain — ^from the unanimous 
authority of tlie before-quoted pliilosophcrs, supported by the 
evidence of our own senses, (which, though veiy apt to deceive 
us, may be cautiously admitted as additional testhnony,) it 
appears, i say, and I make the assertion dchberately, without 
fear of contradiction, that this globe really w<u created^ and that 
it is composed of land and wetter. It farther appears that it is 
curiously divided and parceled out into cuiuinentp and islands, 
among which I boldly declare the renowned Island of Nkw- 
ToBK will be found by any one who seeks for it in its proper 
place. 
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CHAPTER in. 

« 

HOW THAT VAXOVE NATIOATOB, NOAH, WAS SHAUEFinLLT 

NICKNAMED ; AND HOW HE COMMITTED AN UNPARDONABLE 
OVEKSIGUT IN NOT HAYING FOUR SONS ; WITH THE GH£AT 
TROTTBLE OF PHILOSOPHERS OATTSEB THEBEBT, AND THE 
DISOOYEBT OF AHEBIOA. 

Noah, who is the first sear&ring man we read begat three 
sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet. Authors, it is true, are not 

wanting, wlio aflirm that the patriarch had a number of other 
children. Thus Berosus makes him father of the gigantic 
Titans, Methodius ^ves him a son called Jonithus, or Jonicus, 

and others have mentioned a son, named Thuiscon, from whom 
descended the Teutons or Teutonic, or in other words, the Dutch 
nation. 

I regret exceedingly that the natare of my plan ynSi not 

permit me to gratify the laudable curiosity of my readers, by 
investigating minutely the history of the great Noah. Indeed, 
such an undertaking would be attended with more trouble than 
many people would imagine ; fbr the good old patriarch seems 
to have been a great traveler in his day, and to have pas.-cd 
under a different name in every country that he visited. The 
Chaldeans, for instance, give us his story, merely altering his 
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name into Xisuthnis — a trivial alteration, wHch, to an historian 

skilled ill etymologies, will appear wholly uniinporta-nt. It 
appears^ likewise, that he had exchanged his tarpaulin and 
quadrant among the Chaldeans, for the gorgeous insignia of 
royalty, aiid appears as a monarch in theii' amiaU. l lu* Egyp- 
tians celebrate him under the uamo of Osirin ; the Indians as 
Menu ; the Greek and Roman writers confound him with Ogygieay 
and the Theban with Deucalion and Saturn. But the Chinese, 
who deservedly rank among the most extensive and anthentic 
historians, inasmuch as they have known the world much longer 
than any one else, declare that Noah was no other than Fohi ; 
and what gives this assertion some air of credibility' is, that it 
is a fact, adiuiited by the most enlightened literati, that Noah 
traveled into China, at the time of the building of the tower 
of Babel (probably to improve himself in the study of Ian* 
guages), and the learned Dr. Shack lord gives ns the additional 
information, that the ark rested on a mountain on the frontiers 
of China. 

From this mass of rational conjectures and sage hypotheses, 
many satistactory deductions might be drawn ; but I shall content 
myself with the simple fact stated in the Bible, viz. that Noah 
begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet. It is astonishing 
on what remote and obscure contingencies the great affaurs of 
this world depend, and how events the most distant, and to the 
oommon observer unconnected, are inevitably consequent the 
one to the other. It remains to the philo.-oidier to discover 
these mysterious atllnities, and it is the proudest triumj)h of 
his skill, to detect and drag forth some latent chain of causation, 
which at first sight appears a paradox to the inexperienced 
observer. Thus many of my readers will douhiless wonder 
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what connection the family of Noah can possibly have with this 
histozy — snd .inanj will stare when informed, that the whole • 
history of this quarter of the world hss taken its character and 
course from the simple circumstance of the patriarch's having 
but three sons — ^but to explain : 

Koflh, we are told by sundry very credible historians, 
becoming sole stirviving heir and proprietor of the earth, in fee 
simple, after the delu*2:e, like n ^ood father, portioned out his 
estate among his children. To Shem he gave Asia; to Ham, 
Africa; and to Japbet, Europe. Now it is a thousand times 
to be lamented that he had but three sons, for had there been 
a fourth, he would doubtless liave iuhtiritcd America; which, 
of course, would have been dragged forth from its obscurily on 
the occasion; and thus many a hard-working historian and 
philosopher would have been spared a prodigious mass of weary 
conjecture respecting the first discovery and population of this 
country, Noah, however, having provided for his three sons, 
looked in all probability upon our country tis mere wild unsettled 
land, and said nothing about it ; and to this unpardonable taci- 
turnity of the patriarch may we ascribe the misfortune, that 
America did not come into the world as early as the other 
quarters of the globe. 

It is true, some writers have vindicated him from this mis- 
oondnct towards posterity, and asserted that he really did discover 
America. Thus it was the opinion of Mark Lescarbot, a French 
writer, possessed of that ponderosity of thought, and profound- 
ness of reflection, so peculiar to his nation, that the immediate 
descendants of Noah peopled this quarter of the globe, and that 
the old patriarch himself, who still retained a passion for the 
sea-faring life, superintended the transmigration. The pious 
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and enlightened father, Charlevoix, a French Jesnit, remarkable 

for hii aversiou to the marvelous, conunun to all great travelers, 
is conclusively of the same opinion ; nay, he goes still farther, 
and decides upon the manner in which the discovery was effected, 
which was by sea, and under the immediate direction of the 
great Noah. "I have already (>]j>erveii,*' exclaiiuo tlie good 
father, in a tone of becoming indignation, that it is an arbitrary 
supposition that the grandchildren of Koah were not able to 
penetrate into the new woi ld, or that they never iliought of it. 
In etiect, I can sec no reason that can justify such a notion. 
Who can seriously believe, that Noah and his immediate descend- 
ants knew less than we do, and that the builder and pilot of the 
greatest sliip that ever was, a sliip which wha formed to tiaverse 
an unbounded ocean, and had so many shoals and quicksands 
to guard against, should be ignorant of, or should not have 
coDimunicated to his descendants thf» art orsailin^^ on the ocean?" 
Therefore, they did sail on the oeeiui — therefore, they sailed to 
America — ^therefore, America was discovered by Noah I 

Now all this exquisite chain of reasoning, which is so 
strikingly characteristic of the good father, being addressed to 
the faith, rather than the understanding, is flatly opposed by 
Hans de Laert, who declares it a real and roost ridiculous 
paradox, to suppose that Noah ever entertained the thought of 
discovering America; and as Hans is a Dutch writer, I am 
inclined to believe he must have been much better acquainted 
with the worthy crew of the ark than his competitors, and of 
course possessed of more accurate sources of iiiformation. It 
is astonishing how intimate historians do daily become with the 
patriardis and other great men of antiquity. As intimacy 
improves with time, and as the learned are particularly inquisi- 
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tive and familiar in their acquaiatance with the aacients, I should 
not be BorpriBed if some future writers should gravelj giye us 
a picture of men and maimers as they existed before the flood, 
far more copious and accurate than tlie Bible ; and that, in the 
course of another century, the log-book of the good Noah should 
be as current among historians, as the voyages of Captain Cook, 
or the renowned history of Robinson Crusoe. 

I shall not occupy my time by discussing the huge mass of 
additional suppoeitionsi conjectures, and probabilities respecting 
tiie first discovery of this country, with which unhappy historians 
t>verload themselves, in their endeavors to satisiy the doubts of 
an incredulous world. It is painful to see these laborious wights 
panting, and toiling, and sweating under an enormous burden, 
at the very outset of their works, which, on being opened, turns 
out to be nothing but a mighty bundle of straw. As, however, 
by unwearied assiduity, they seem to have established the fact, 
to the satisfaction of all the world, that this country has been 
discovered^ I shall avail myself of their useful labors to be 
extremely brief upon this point 

I shall not, therefore, stop to inquire, whether America was 
first discovered by a wandering vessel of that celebrated Pboeni- 
dan fleet, which, according to Herodotus, circnmnavigated Afnca ; 
or by that Carthaginian expedition, which Pliny, the naturalist, 
informs us, discovered the Canary Islands; or whether it was 
settled by a tempor;ii y colony from Tyre, as hinted by Aristotle 
and Seneca. I shall neither inquire whether it was first dis* 
covered by the Chinese, as Yossius with great direwdness 
advances; nor by the Norwegians in 1002, under Biom; nor 
by Behem, the German navigator, as Mr. Otto has endeavored 
to prove to the sgavaiui of Ihe learned dij of Philadelphia. 

8 
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Nor bhall I investigate the move modern claims of ilie Welsh, 
founded on th» voyage ot* Prince Madoc in the eleventh centiuyy 
v1k> having never retuniedy it has luioe heen wisel j conchaded 
that he must have gone to America, and that for a plain reason 
—if he did not go there, where else could he have gone? — a 
question which nioet socraticallj shuts out ail further dispute. 

Laying aside, therefore, all the oonjectures ahove memioned^ 
with a multitude of others, c«|uall) satisfactory, 1 shall take for 
granted the vulgar opiniou, that America was discovered on the 
12th of October, 1492, hj Ohrisioval Colon, a Genoese, who 
has been clumsily nicknamed Columbus, but for what reason 1 
cannot discern. Of the voyages and adventures of this Colon, 
I shall say nothings seeing that they are already sufficiently 
known. Nor shall I undertake to prove that this country should 
have been called Colonia, after his name, that being noioriousiy 
self-evident. 

Having thus happily got my readers on this side of the 

Atlantic, I picture them to myself, all impatience to (mter upon 
the enjoyment of the hind of promise, and in full expectation 
that I will immediately deliver it into their possession. But 
if I do, may I ever forfeit the reputation of a regular bred 
historian ! No — no — most curious and thrice learned readers, 
(for thrice learned ye are if ye have read all that has gone 
hefore, and nine times learned shall ye he, if ye read that which 
comes after,) we have yet a world of work before iia. Tliink 
you the first discoverers of this fair quarter of the globe had 
nothing to do but go on shore and find a country ready laid out 
and cultivated like a garden, wherein they might revel at their 
ease ? No such thing — they had forests to cut down, underwood 
to grub up, marshes to draui, and savages to exterminate. 
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In like manner, I have sundry doubts to dear away, questions 
to resolve^ and paradoxes to explain, before I permit you to 
range at random t but these difficulties once overcome^ we shall 
be enabled to jog on right merrily through the rest of our history. 
Thus my work sli^dl, in a manner, cclio the nature of the subject, 
in the same manner as the sound of poetry has been found by 
certain shrewd critics to echo the sense— this being an ]mproTe> 
ment in history, which I daim the merit of having invented* 
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SHOWING THE GREAT DIFFICULTY PlTILOSOrUEUS HAVE HAD 
IX PEOPLING AMERICA ; AND HOW THE ABOBIQINES CAME 
TO BE BEGOTTEN BT ACCIDENT — ^TO THE OBEAT BELIEF 

AND SATISFACTION OF TUE AUTUOB. 

The next inquiry at which we arrive in the regular coiirae of 

our history is to ascc rtain, if possible, how this country was 
originally peopled — point fruitful of incredible embarrassments i 
for unless we prove that the Aborigines did absolutely come from 
somewhere, it will be immediately asserted, in this age of skepti* 
cism, that they did not come at all; and if they did not come 
at all, then was this country never populated — a conclusion 
perfectly agreeable to the rules of logic, but wholly irreconcilable 
to every feeling of humanity, ina.siniich as it must syllogistically 
prove fatal to the innumerable Aborigines of this populous 
region. 

To avert so dire a sophism, and to rescue from logical annihi- 
lation so many millions of fellow creatures, how many wings of 
geese have been plundered! what oceans of ink have been 
benevolently drained ! and how many capacious heads of learned 
historians liave been addled, and for ever cool ouiided ! I pause 
with reverential awe, when I contemplate the ponderous tomes 
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in different langiiagesy with whtch thej have endeayored to solve 

iSbas question, so important to the happiness of society, hut so 

involved in clouds of impenetrable obscurity. Historian after 
historian has engaged in the endless circle of hypotiietical argu- 
menty and after leading lis a weaxy chase through octavosy qnartosy 
and folios, has let us out at the end of his work just as wise 
as we were at the beginning. It was doubtless some philosophi- 
cal wild goose chase of the kind that made the old poet Macro- 
bius rail in sudi a passion at curiosity, which he anathematizes 
niosL heartily, as "an irksome agonizing care, a superstitious 
industry about unprofitable things^ an itching humor to see what 
is not to -be seen, and to he doing what signifies nothing when 
it is done." But to proceed : 

Of the claims of the children of Noah to the original popula- 
tion of this country I shall say nothing, as they hare already 
been touched upon in my last chapter. The claimants next in 
celebrity, are the descendants of Abraham. Thus Christoval 
Colon (vulgarly called Columbus) when he first disoovered the 
gold mines of Hispaniola, immediately oondnded, with a shrewd- 
ness that would have done honor tu a philosopher, that he liad 
found the ancient Ophir, irom whence Solomon procured the 
gold for embellishing the temple at Jerusalem ; nay, Colon even 
imagined that he saw the remains of furnaces of yeritahle 
Hebraic construction, employed in refining the precious ore- 

So golden a conjecture, tinctured with such fascinating eztrar 
vagance, was too tempting not to be immediately snapped at by 
the gudgeons of learning; and accurdiii;,dy, there were divei*3 
profound writers, ready to swear to its correctness, and to brmg 
in their usual load of authorities, and wise surmises, wherewithal 
to prop it up. Yetablus and Bobertus Stephens declared nothing 
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could be more clear — Arius Moutauuti, wiiiiout the least hesita- 
iaaOf assertB tbat Mexico was tlie true Ophir, and the Jews the 
early seeders of tbe ooimtiy. While Posseviiiy Becan, and 
several other sagacious writers, lug in a supposed prophecy of 
the fourth book of £adrafl» whidi being inserted in the mightj 
hypothesifly like the keystone of an areh, gives it| in their 
opinion, perpetual durability. 

Scarce, however, have they completed their goodly super- 
structure, than in trudges a phalanx of opposite authors, widi 
Hans de Laet, the great Dutchman, at their head, and at one 
blow tumbles the whole fabric about their curs, lions, in fact, 
contradicts outright all the Israelitish claims to the first settlement 
of this country, attributing all those equivoeal symptoms, and 
traces of Christianity and Judaism, which have been said to be 
found in divers provinces of the new world, to the Devil, who 
has always affected to counterfeit the worship of the true Deity. 
«A remark," says the knowing old Padre d'Acosta, "made by 
all good authors who liave spoken of the religiuii of nations 
newly discoyered, and founded besides on the authority of the 
fa^en of the ekureh^ . 

Some writers again, among whom it is with much regret I 
am compelled to mention Lopez dc Gomara, and Juan de Leri, 
insinuate that the Canaanites, being driven from the land of 
promise by the Jews, were seized with such a panic that they 
fled without loooking behind them, until stopping to take breath, 
they found themselves safe in America, As they brought neither 
their national language, manners, nor features with them, it is 
supposed they left them behind in the hurry of their flighir— 
X cannot give my faith to this opinion. 

I pass over the supposition of the learned' Grotins, who being 
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Mh an ambassador and a Diitehman to boot, is enUUed to great 

respect; that North America was peopled by a stroDing company 
of Norwef^ians, and that Peru was founded by a colony from 
China — ^Manco or Mango Capacy the first Incasy being himself 
a Chinese. Nor shall I more than barely mention, that father 
Kircher ascribes the settleq^ent of America to the Egyptians, 
Bndbeck to the Scandinavians, Charron to the Gnuls, Juffiiedus 
Petri to a skating party ftom Friesland, Milius to the CeltsB, 
Marinocus the Sicilian to the Romans, Le Compte to the Plioi- 
niciaos, Postei to the Moors, Martyn dAngleria to the Abys- 
sinians, together with the sage simniseof De Laet, that £ngland| 
Ireland, and the Orcades may contend for that honor. 

Nor will I bestow any more attention or credit to the idea 
that America is the fairy region of Zipangri, described by that 
dreaming traveler, Maroo Polo, die Venetian ; or that it com- 
prises the visionary island of Atlantis, described by Plato. 
Neither will I stop to investigate the heathenish assertion of 
Paracelsus, that each hemisphere of the globe was origmaUy fur- 
nishcd with an Adam and Eve. Or the more flattering opinion 
of Dr. Komayne, supported by many nameless authorities, that 
Adam was of the Indian lace— the startling coiyectare of 
BufPon, Helvetins, and Darwin, so highly honorable to mankind, 
that the whole human species is accidentally descended from a 
remarkable fiunily of monkeys I 

This last conjecture, I must own, came upon me Teiy sud- 
denly and very ungraciously. I liavc often beheld the cluwu iu 
a pantomime, while gazing in stupid wonder at the extravagant 
gambols of a harlequin, all at once electrified by a sudden stroke 
of the wooden sword across his shoulders. Littie did I think at 
such times, that it would ever fall to my lot to be treated with 
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eqvtal disoourteflj, aod that while I was quietly beholding theea 
grave philoflophen, emulattiig the ecoeotric traogfonnations of 

the hero of pantomime, they woukl on a sudden turn upon me 
and my roadcrrs, and witJi otic hy|)otheticaI HourUh metamurplios^ 
us into beasts I I determined from that moment not to bum mj 
fingers with any more of their theoties, bat eenttnt myself with 
detailing the different methods by which they transported the de- 
scendants of these ancient and respectable monkeys to this great 
field of theoretical warfare. 

This was done either by migrations by land or transmigra- 
tions by water. Thus Padre Joseph D'Acosta enumerates three 
passages by land — first by the north of Europe, secondly by the 
north of Asia, and thirdly by regions southward of the Straits of 
Magellan. The learned Grotius marches his Korwegians by a 
pleasant route across frozen rivers and arms of the sea, through 
Iceland, Greenland, Estotiland and Naremberga: and yarioua 
writers, among wlioia iiic Angleria, Dc llomn, and Buffon, 
anxious for the accommodation of these travelers, have fastened 
the two continents together by a strong chain of deductions — by 
which means they could pass over dry-shod. But should even 
this fail, Pinkerton, that industrious old gentleman, who compiles 
books, and manufactures Geographies, has constructed a natural 
bridge of ice, from continent to continent, at the distance of four 
or five miles from Behring*s Straits — for which he is entitled to 
the grateful thanks of all the wandering aborigines who ever did 
or ever will pass over it. 

It is an evil much to be lamented, that none of the worthy 
writers above quoted could ever commence his work, without im- 
mediately declaring hostilities against every writer who had 
treated of the same subject In this particular, authors may be 




HISTORY OF NEW-XOEX 



compared to a certain sagacious bird, which in building its nest, 
is sure to juill to pieces the nests of all the birds in its neighbor- 
hood* This unhappy propensi^ tends ipievoosly to impede tho 
progress of sound knowledge. Theories are at best but brittle 
productions, and wiien once committed to the stream, they should 
take care that like tiie notable pots which were feUow-Yoyagers, 
they do not cradc each other. 

My chief surprise is, that amoii^ the many writers T have 
noticed, no one has attempted to prove that this country was peo- 
pled iirom the moon— or that the first inhabitants floated hither 
on islands of lee, as white bears erolse about the northern oceans 
— or that they were conveyed hither by balloons, as modern aero- 
nauts pass from Dover to Calais^-or by witchcraft, as Simon 
Hagus posted among the stars— or after the manner of the re- 
nowned Scythian Abari^i, who, like the New England witches on 
full-blooded broomsticks^ made most unheard-of journeys on the 
back of a golden arrow, given him by the Hyperborean ApoUo. 

But t^iore is still one mode left by which this country could 
have been peopled, which I have reserved for the last, because I 
consider it worth all the rest: it is — 2>y aecidmi/ Speaking of 
the Islands of Solomon, New Guinea, and Kew Holland, the pro- 
found father Charlevoix observes, " in fine, all these countries are 
peopled, and it is posiible some have been so by accident* Now if 
it could have happened In that manner, why might it not have 
been at the same time, and by the same nicansy with the other parts 
of the globe ?" This ingenious mode of deducing certain condu- 
aions from possible premises^ is an improvement in syllogistic 
skill, and proves the ^uod father superior even to Art liiinedc for 
he can turn the world without any thing to rest his lever upon. 
It ia only surpassed by the dexterity with which the sturdy old 

2* 
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Jesuit, in another place, cuts the jyordlaii knot— ^ Nofliing," flay» 
he, " is more easy. The inhabitants of both iicmispheres are cer- 
tainly the deflcendanta of the aame fieither. The eommon &ther 
of mankind received an express order from Heaven to people 
the world, and cxcordingly it lias iwcn peopled. To bring this 
about, it was necessary to overcome ail difficulties ia the way, (md 
they have also hem overeomel" Pious logician! How does he 
put iill ihe herd of laborious theorists to the bhish, by explaining, 
in five words, what it has cost them volumes to prove they knew 
nothing aboat I 

From all the authorities here quoted, and a variety of others 
which I have consulted, but >\ hicli are omitted tlu*uiigh I'ear of 
fatiguing the unlearned reader, I can only draw the following 
conclusions, which luckily, however, are sufficient for my purpose. 
First, that this part of the world has tictuaiiy Oeen peopled^ 
(Q. £. D«) to support which we have living proofs in the nume- 
rous tribes of Indians that inhabit it Secondly, that it has been 
peopled iu live hundred diOercnt ways, as proved by a cloud of 
authors who, from the positiveness of their assertions, seem to 
have been eye-witnesses to the fact Thirdly, that the people of 
this coanlry had a variety of father Sj which, as it may not be 
thought much to their credit by the cominoii run of readers, the 
less we say on the subject the better* The question, therefore, I 
trust, is for ever at rest 
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IN WHICH THE AUTHOR PUTS A MIGHTX QUESTION TO THB 
ROUT, BT THE ASSISTANCE OF THE MAN IN THE MOON— 
WHICH NOT ONLY DELIVERS THOUSANDS OP PEOPLE FROM 
OBEAT KMB A BRASSMENTy BUT LIKEWISE CONCLUDES THIS 
HmfcOBUCTORT BOOK* 

The writer of a histoiy may, in some respects, be likened nnto 
an adyentorous kniglit, who baying undertaken a perilotis enter- 
prise, by way of establishing his fume, feels bound, in honor and 
chivalry, to turn back i'ur no di^culty nor hardship, and never to 
shrink or qnail, whateyer enemy he may encounter* Under this 
impres^on, I resolutely draw my pen, and fall to, with might and 
main, at those doughty questions and subtle paradoxes, whidi^ 
like fiery dragons and bloody giants, beset the entrance to my 
history, and wonld fain repulse me from the yery threshold* 
And at this moment a gigantic question has started up, which I 
must needs take by the beard and utterly subdue, before I can 
adyance another step in my historic undertaking; but I trust 
this will be the last adversary I sli.dl have to contend witli. and 
that in the next book I shall be enabled to conduct my readers in 
triumph into the body of my work* 

ilie question which has thus suddenly arisen, is, What right 
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had the first disooverers of America to land and take possesskm 
of a conntiyy wichoat fini gaining the ooiueiit of its inhabitantSy 

or yieMrag Hbem an adequate compensation for their territory ?— 
a question which has withes toud many fierce assaulted, and has 
given much distraa of mind to roultitodes of kind-hearted folk. 
And Indeed, until it be totally ▼anquished, and put le rest, the 
vvui ihj pi oplr ul America can by no means enjoy the soil they 
inhabit, with dear ri^t and title, and quiet, unsuUied consdencefti 
The fint fionree of right, by whidi property is acquired in a 
country, is discovery. For as all mankind have an equal right 
to any thing, which has never before been appropriated, go any 
nation, that discovers an uninhabited country, and takes possession 
thereof, is considered as enjoying foil properly, and absolute^ 
unquestionable empire therein.* 

This proposition being admitted, it follows clearly, that the 
Europeans who first visited America, were the real discoverers 
of the same ; nothing being necessary to the establishment of 
this fact, but simply to prove that it was totally uninhabited by 
man. This would at first appear to be a point of some difficulty, 
for it is well known, that this quarter of the world abounded 
with certain animals, that walked erect on two feet, liad some- 
thing of the human countenance, uttered certain unintelligible 
sotmds, very much like language, in short, had a marvelous 
resemblance to human beings. But the zealous and enlightened 
fathers, who accompanied the discoverers, for the purpose of 
promoting the kingdom of heaven, by establishing ht monasteries 
• and bishoprics on earth, soon deared up this point, greatly to the 
satisfaction ot his holiness the pope, and of all Ciiristian voyagers 

■ 

and discoverers. 

* GroUus. Ptt&ndorf, b. v. c. 4. Vattel, b. i. c. 18, &,c. 
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Thej plaiiil} proved^ and as there were no Lfidian wntem 
arose on the other side, the fact was considered as fully admitted 
and established, that the two-legged race of animak before 
mentioned were mere cannibals, detestable monstersy and many 
of them eriants — wliich last description of vagrants have, since 
the times of Gog, Magog, and Groliath, been considered as out- 
laws, and haye received no quarter in eitiier historj, chivalry, or 
song. Indeed, even the philosophic Bacon declared the Ameri- 
cans to be people proscribed by the laws of nature, inasmuch as 
they had a barbarous custom of saerii&cing men, and feeding upon 
man's flesh. 

Nor are these all the proofs of their utter barbarism : among 
many other writers of discernment, UUoa tells us ^ their imbecility 
is so visible, that one can hardly form an idea of them differ^ 
ent I'iuiii what one has of the brutes. Nothing disturbs the 
tranquillity of their souls, equally insensible to disasters and to 
prosperity* Thou^ half naked, they are as contented as a 
monarch in his most splendid array. Fear makes no impression 
on them, and respect as little." AU tliis is iurthermore supported 
by the authority of M. Bouguer. It is not easy," says he, to 
describe the degree of thdr indifference f6r wealth and all its 
advantages. One does not well know what motives to propose 
to them when one would persuade them to any service. It is 
vain to offer them money ; they answer they are not hungry.** 
And Vanegas confirms the whole, assuring us that '^ambition 
they have nonf . and are more desirous of bemg thought strong 
than valiant. The objects of ambition with us — honor, &me, 
reputation, riches, posts, and distmctions, are unknown among 
them. So that this powerful spring of action, the cause of so 
much seeming good and real evil in the world, has no power over 
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them. Li a word, these unhappy mortals may be compared to 
children, In whom the deTel<^ment of reason is not completed.'* 

Now all these peculiarities, although in the unenlightened 
states of Greece they would have entitled their possessore to 
immortal honor, as having reduced to practice those rigid and 
abstemions maxims, the mere talking about whieh acquired 
certain old Greeks the reputation of sages and philosophers ; — 
yet, wero they dearly proved in the present instance to betoken 
a most abject and brutified nature, totally beneath the htmian 
character. But the benevolent fathers, who had undertaken to 
turn these unhappy savages into dumb beasts, by dint of argu- 
ment, advanced still stronger proofs ; for as certain divines of 
the sixteenth century, and among the rest Lnllns, affirm — the 
Americans go naked, and have no beards ! — " They have nothing,** 
says Lullus, ^ of the reasonable animal, except the mask." — And 
even that mask was allowed to avail them but little^ for it was 
soon found that they were of a hideous copper complexion — and 
being of a copper complexion, it was all the same as if they were 
negroes — and negroes are black, ''and black," said the pious 
fathers, devoutly crossin** themselves, " is the color of the Devil!" 
Therefore, so far from being able to own property, they had no 
right even to personal freedom — ^for liberty is too radiant a deilj 
to inhabit such gloomy temples. All which circumstances plainly 
convinced the righteous followers of Cortes and Pizarro, that 
these miscreants had no title to the soil that they infested — ^that 
they were a perverse, illiterate^ dumb, beardless, black-seed— 
' xnere wild beasts of the forests, and like them should either be 
subdued or exterminated. 

From the foregoing arguments, therefore, and a variety of 
others equal^ conclusive, which I forbear to enumerate, It is 
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dearl J evident that tiiis &ir quarter of the globe when first Tinted 

by Europeans, was a howling wilderness, inhabited bj uotliiug 
but wild beasts ; and that the tranaallandc visitors aoqtnred an 
inoontrovertible property therein, by the riyht of discovery^ 

This right being I'ullj established, we now come to the next, 
which is th^^ sight acquired by cultivation* " The cultivation of 
the soil," we are told, is an obligation imposed by nature on 
mankind. The whole world is appointed for the nourishment of 
its inhabitanta : but it would be incapable of doing it, was it 
uncultivated. £very nation is then obliged by the law of nature 
to cultivate the ground that has fallen to its share. Those people, 
like the ancient Germans and moilem Tartars, who, having 
fertile countries, disdain to cultivate the earth, and choose to live 
by rapine, are wanting to themselves, and deserve to he extermi- 
nated ae eavage cmd pemici<m$ heaets**^ 

Now it is notorious, that the savages knew nothing of agricul- 
ture, when first discovered by the Europeans, but lived a most 
vagabond, disorderly, unrighteous life, — rambling from place to 
place, and prodigally rioting upon the spontaneous luxuries of 
nature, without tasking her generosity to yield them any thing 
more; whereas it^bas been most unquestionably shown, that 
Heaven intended the earth should he ploughed and sown, and 
manured, and laid out into cities, and towns, and farms, and 
country seats, and pleasure grounds, and public gardens, all 
which the Indians knew nothing aboulf— therefore, they did 
not improve the talents Providence had bestowed on them — 
therefore, they were careless stewards — ^therefore, they had no 
right to the soil—- therefore, they deserved to be exterminated. 

It is true, the savages might plead that they drew all the 

»Vftttel«b.i. ch. 17. 
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benellts from the land wbscli their simple wants required — die^ 

found plenty of game to Imia, which, together with the roots and 
uncaltivated fimite of the earthy fornished a sufficient variety far 
their fragal repasts ;-Hind that as Heaven meielj designed the 
earth to form the abode, and satisfy the wants of man ; so long 
as those [)iirposes were aaswered, the will of Heavea was accom- 
plished^ — But this only proves how undeserving they were of the 
blessings around Ihem — ^they were so much the more savages^ 
for not having more wants ; iur knowledge is in some degree an 
increase of desires, and it is this snperiority both in the number 
and magnitude of his deBires,>that distinguishes the man from the 
beast. Therefore the Indians, in not having more wants, were 
very unreasonable animals ; and it was but just that they should 
make way for the Europeans, who had a thousand wants to their 
one, and, therefore, would turn the earth to more account, and by 
cultivating it, more truly fulfill the will of Heaven. Besides — 
Grotius and Lauterbach, and Puffendorff, and Titius, and many 
wise men beside, who have considered the matter properly, have 
determined, that the property of a eountry cannot be aecjuired 
by hunting, cutting wood, or drawing water in it — nothing but 
precise demarcation of limits, and the intention of cultivation, can 
establish the possession. Now as the savages (probably from 
never having read the authors above quoted) had never complied 
with any of these necessary forms, it plainly follows that they had 
no right to the soil, but that it was completely at the disposal of 
the first comers, who had more knowledge, more wants, and more 
elegant, that is to say, artificial desires than themselves. 

Ill entering upon a newly discovered^ uncultivated country, 
therefore, the new comers were but taking possession of what, 
according to the aforesaid doctrine, was their own property- 
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therefore, in opposing them, the savages were in^riBding their just 
rights, infringing the iuimutable laws of nature, and counteracting 
the will of Heaven — ^therefore, they were guilty of impiety, 
hur^ary, and trespass on the ca8% — therefore, they were 
liard(.'netl olfcndere against God and man — therefore, they ought 
to be cxtenmiiated. 

But a more irresistible right than either that I have men- 
tikmed, and one which will be the most readily admitted by my 
reader, provided he be blessed with bowels of charity and 
philanthropy, is the right acquired by dvilization. AH the 
world knows the lamentable state in which these poor savages 
were found. Not only deficient in the comt'orts of life, but what 
is still worse, most piteously and unfortunately blind to the 
miseries of their situation. But no sooner did the benevolent 
inhabitants of Europe behold their sad condition than they 
inunediately went to work to ameliorate and improve it. They 
introduced among them nun, gin, brandy, and the other comforts 
of life — and it is astonishing to read how soon the poor savages 
learned to estimate those blessings; (hey likewise madii known to 
them a thousand remedies, by which the most inveterate diseases 
are alleviated and healed ; and that they might comprehend the 
benefits and enjoy the comforts of these medicines, they pre- 
viously introduced among them the diseases which they were 
calculated to cure. By these and a variely of other methods 
was the condition of these poor savages wonderfully improved ; 
they acquired a thousand wants, of which they had before been 
ignorant; and as he has most sources of happiness who has most 
wants to be gratified, they were doubtlessly rendered a much 

haj>|)icr race of beings. 

But the most important branch of civilization, and which has 
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most strenuously been extolled by the zealous and \>wm father* 
of the Eomish Charcfai is the infcrodaction of the Christiaa faith* 
It was trnly a sight that might wdl ifupire horror, to behold these 
savages turn idling among the dark mountains ul' paganism, and 
guilty of the most horrible ignonmee of religion. It is true, the/ 
neither stole nor defrauded ; they were sober, ftag^ continenty 
and fuiiliiul lo iheirword; but though tlicy noted right hal»itiiallr, ' 
it was all in vain, unless they acted so from precept. The new 
comers, therefore, used every method to induce them to emtouse 
and practice the true religion— except indeed that of setting them 
the example. 

But notwithstanding all these complicated labors for their 

good, such was the unparalleled obstinacy of these stubborn 
wretches, that they ungi*atefuUy refused to acknowledge the 
strangers as their benefEustors, and persisted in disbelieying the 
doctrines they endeavored to inculcate ; most insolently alleging, 
that tVom their conduct, tlie advocates of Christianity did not 
seem to believe in it themselves. Was not this too much for 
human patience ? — ^would not one suppose that the benign visit- 
ants from iMirope, provoked at their incredulity, and discouraged 
by their stiif-necked obstinacy, would for ever have abandoned 
their shores, and consigned th^ to their original ignorance and 
misery ? — But no — so zealous were they to effect the temporal 
comfort and eternal salvation of these pagan infidels, that they 
even proceeded from the milder means of persuasion, to the more 
painful and troublesome one of persecution — let loose among them 
w hole troops of fiery monks and furious blcjodiiouads — ^purilied 
them by fire and sword, by stake and £agot ; in consequence of 
which indefatigable measures the cause of Christian love and 
chiu'iLy was so rapidly advanced, lIuiL in a few yeaia not one fifth 
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found there at the time of its discovery. 

What stronger right need the European settlers advance to 
the ooimtiy than this? Have not whole nations of uninformed 
savages been made acquainted with a thonsand hnperions wants 
and mdijaj^ijensable comiorts, of which they were before wholly 
ignorant ? Have the j not been literallj hunted and smoked out 
of the dens and lurking places of ignorance and infidelity, and 
absohitely scourged into the right path ? Have not the temporal 
things, the vain baubles and filthy lucre of this world, which were 
too apt to engage their worldly and selfish thoughts, been benevo- 
lently taken from them ; and have they not, instead thereof, been 
taught to set their aftections on things above ? — And finally, to use 
the words of a reverend Spanish father, in a letter to his supe- 
rior in Spain — ^^Gan any one have the presumption to sayAat 
these savage Pagans have yielded any thing more than an incon- 
siderably recompense to their benefactors; in surrendering to 
them a little pitiful tract of this dirty sublunary planet in ex- 
change for a glorious inheritance in the kingdom of lieaven ?" 

Here then are three complete and undeniable sources of right 
established, any one of which was more than ample to establish a 
property in the newly discovered regions of America. Now, so 
it has happened in certain parts of this delightful quarter of the 
^obe, that the right of discoyery has been so strenuously asserted 
-Hhe influence of cnltivation.^so industriously extended, and the 
progress of salvation and civilization so zealously prosecuted, that, 
what with their attendant wars, persecutions, oppressions, diseases 
and other partial evils that often hang on the skirts of great bene- 
fits^the savage aborigines have, somehow or another, been utterly 
^ annihilated — and this all at once brings me to a^ fourth right^ 
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wliich is worth all the others put together. — For the origoal claixu* 
antB to the soil being all dead and bttried^ and no one remaining 

to inherit or dispute the soiJ, the Spaniards, a^s the next imme- 
diate oocupants, entered upon the possession as clearly as the 
hangman saoceeds to the clothes of the malefactor — and as they 
have Blackstone,* and all the learned expoundm of the law on 
their side, they may set all actions of ejectment at defiance — and 
this last right may be entitled the eight bt sxtkbmination, or 
in other words, the bioht bt gunpowder. 

But lest any scruples of conscience should remain on this 
head, and to settle the question of right for ever, his holiness Pope 
Alexander VL issued a bull, by which he generously granted the 
newly-discovered quarter of the globe to the Spaniards and Portu- 
guese ; who, thus having law and gospel on their side, and being 
inflamed with great spiritual zeal, showed the Pagan savages 
neither favor nor afiecdon, bat prosecuted the work of discovery, 
colonization, civilization, and extermination, with ten times more 
fury than ever. 

Thus were the European worthies who first discovered Ame- 
rica clearly entitled to the ^oil ; and not only entitled to the soil, 
but likewise to the etenuil thanks of these inhdel savages, for 
having come' so far, endured so many perils by sea and land, and 
taken such unwearied pains, for no other purpose but to improve 
their forlorn, uncivilized, and heathenisiliL coudiiioii — for having 
made them acquainted with the comforts of life ; tor having in- 
troduced among them the light of religion, and finally — for hav- 
ing hurried them out of the world, to enjoy its reward ? 

But as argument is never so well understood by us selfish mor- 

* Bl. Com. b. ii. 1. 
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tab as vrhen it comes borne to ourselves, and as I am particularly 
anxioufi tiiat this question should be put to rest for ever, I will 
Bappofle a parallel case, by way of arousing the candid attention 
of my readers. 

Let as suppose, then, that the inhubitiints of the moon, by 
astonishing advancement in science, and by profound insight into 
that lunar philosophy^ the mere ffickerings of which faaye of late 
years dazzled the feeble optics, and addled the shallow brains of 
tlie good people of our globe — let us suppose, I say, that the in- 
habitants of the moon, by these means, had arrived at such a 
command of their mergiesj such an enyiable state of perfeeHUUt^f 
as to control the elements, and navigate the boundless regions of 
space. Let us suppose a roving crew of these soaring philoso- 
phers, in the course of an aerial TOyage of diaooyezy- among die 
stars, should chance to alight upon this outlandish planet. 

And here I beg my readers will not liave the unehaiitableness 
to smile, as is too irequenUy the &ult of volatile readers, when 
perusing the grave speci^ations of philosophers. I am far from 
indulging in any sportive vein at present ; nor is the sii|iposition 
I have been making so wild as many may deem it It hivs long 
been a yery serious and anxious question with me, and many a 
isme and oft, in the course of my overwhelming cares and contri- 
vances for the welfare and protection of this my native planet, 
have I lain awake whole nights debating in my mind, whether it 
were most probable we should first discover and civilize the 
moon, or the moon discoM r and civilize our globe. Neither would 
the prodigy of sailing in the air and cruising among the stars be 
a whit more astonishing and incomprehensible to us, than was the 
European mystery of navigating floating castles, through the 
world of waters, to the simple natives. We have already dia- 
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eorered the art of ooostiDg alon^ the aerial fiboies of our planet, 
by means of balloons, as the savages bad of venturing along their 
fiearcoasts in canoes; and the disparity between the former, and 
the aerial yehides of the philosophers from the moon, might not 
be greater than that between the bark canoes of the savage s, 
and the mighty ships of their discoverers. I might here pursue 
an endless chain of similar speculations ; bat as tbey would be un- 
important to my snbjeot, I abandon them to my reader, parlka- 
larly if he be a philosopher, as matters well worthy of his atten- 
tive consideration. 

To return then to my supposition — let us suppose that the 
aerial visitants I have ineiuioned, possessed of vastly superior 
knowledge to ourselves; that is to say, possessed of superior 
knowledge in the art of ezterminatioa — riding on h jppogrifEs— * 
defended with impenetrable armor — armed with concentrated 
sunbeams, and provided with vast engines, to hurl enormous 
mo(m-6tone8: in short, let us suppose them, if our vanity will 
pennit the su j [position, as superior ^ us in knowledge, and 
consequently in power, as the Europeajis were to the Indians, 
when they first discovered them* All this is very possible ; it is 
only our self-sufficiency that makes us think otherwise ; and I 
Wiuriuit the poor savages, before they had any knowledge of the 
white men, armed in all the terrors of glittering steel and 
tremendous gunpowder, were as perfectly convinced that they 
themselves were the wisest, the most virtuous, powerful, and 
perfect of created beings, as are, at this present moment, the 
lordly inhabitants of old England, the volatile populace of 
France, or even the self-satasfied dtizens of this most enlightened 
repubh'c. 

Let us suppose^ moreover, that the aerial voyagers, finding 
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ibis planet to be noUimg but a howling wflderness, inhabited hj 

us, poor savages and wild beasts, shall take formal possession of 
it, in the name of his most gracioas and philosophic exeellencjr^ 
the man in the moon. Finding, however, that their nomberB are 
incompetent to hold it in complete subjection, on account of the 
ferocious barbarity of its inhabitants, they shall take our worthy 
Pjnesident, the King of £nghmd, the Bmperor of Hayti, the 
mighty Bonaparte, and the great King of Bantam, and retaming 
to their native planet, shall cairy them to court, as were the 
Indian chiefe led about as spectacles in the courts of Europe. 

Then making such obeisance as the etiquette of the court 
requires, they shall luldiess the j)uissant man in the moon, in, as 
near as I can coiyecture, the following terms : 

^Most serene and mighty Potentate, whose dominions extend 
as far as eye can reach, who rideth on the Great Bear, useth 
the sun as a looking-glass, and maintaineth unrivaled control 
over tides, madmen, and aea-crabs. We thy liege subjects have 
just returned from a voyage of discovery, in the course of which 
we have landed and taken possession of that obscure Uttle dirty 
planet, which thou beholdest rolling at a distance. The five 
unoouih monsters, which we have brought into this august pre- 
sence, were once very important chiefs among their fellow 
savages, who are a race of beings totally destitute of the common 
attributes of humanity ; and differing in every thing from the 
inhabitants of the moon, inasmuch as they carry their heads 
upon their shoulders, instead of under their arms — have two 
eyes instead of one— ore utterly destitute of tails, and of a 
variety of unseemly complexions, partienlarly of horrible white* 
ness — instead of pea-green. 

^We have moreover found these miserable savages sunk 
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into a state of the ntmost ignorance and depraTity, erery mail 

shamelessly living with hts own wife, and rearing his own 
children, instead of indulging in that community of wives 
enjoined by the law of nature, as expounded by the philosophers 
of the moon. In a word, they have scarcely a gleam of tme 
philosophy among them, but are, in fact, utter heretics, igno- 
ramuses, and barbarians. Taking compassiony therefore, on the 
sad condition of these sublunary wretches, we bave endeavored, 
wliile we remained on their planet, to introduce amon^i^ them the 
light of reason — tind the comforts of the i i » «it. We have 
treated them to mouthfiils of moonshine, and draughts of nitrous 
oxyd, which tliey swallowed with incredible voracity, particularly 
the females ; and wc have likewise endeavored to instill into 
tbem the precepts of lunar philosophy. We have insisted upon 
their renouncing the contemptible shackles of religion and 
common sense, and iidoring the prolound, omnipotent, and all 
perfect energy, and the ecstatic, immutable, immovable perfection. 
But such was the unparalieled obstinacy of these wretched 
savages, that they persisted in deaving to their wives, and 
adhering to their religion, and absolutely set at naught the 
sublime doctrines of the moon — nay, among other abominable 
heresies, they even went so far as blasphemously to declare, that 
tliis inefrable planet was made of nothing more nor less than 
green cheese V* 

At these words, the. great man in the moon (bemg a very- 
profound philosopher) shall fall into a terrible passion, and pos- 
sessing equal autliority over thninrs that do not belong to him, 
as did whilom his holiness the Pope, shall forthwith issue a 
formidable bull, specifying, " That, whereas a certain crew of 
Lunatics liave lately discovered, and taken possession of a newly 
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diMorered planet called Mfft— «:id thai wlieMS it is 

inhabited by none but a race of two-legged animals that carry 
their heads on their shoulders instead of under their arms ; can- 
not talk the lunatic langua^ ; have two ejes instead of one ; are 
destitute of tails, and of a horrible wldteness, instead of pea- 
green — therefore, and for a variety of other excellent rea>^ons, 
they are considered incapable of possessing any property in the 
planet they infest, and the right and title to it are confirmed to 
its original discovcTcrs. — And furthermore, the colon is ta who are 
now about to depart to the aforesaid planet are authorixed and 
commanded to use every means to convert these infidel savages 
frojii the darkness of Christian ily, and make them thorough and 
absolute lunatics.*^ 

In consequence of this benevolent bull, our philosophic bene* 
fkctors go to work with hearty seat They seize upon our fertile 
territories, scourge us from our rightful possessions, relieve us 
from our wives, and when we are unreasonable enough to 
complain, they will turn upon us and say, Miserable barbarians I 
ungrateful wretches ! have we not come thousands of miles to 
improve your worthless planet ; have we not fed you with moon- 
shine; have we not intoxicated you with nitrous oxyd; does 
not our moon give you light every night, and have you the 
baseness to murmur, when we claim a pitiful return lor all these 
benefits? But finding that we not only persist in absolute 
contempt of their reasoning and disbelief in their philosophy, 
but even go so far as daringly to defend our property, their 
patience shall be exhausted, and they shaU resort to their 
superior powers of argument; hunt us with hyppogrifis, transfix 
US with concentrated sunbeams, demolisli our cities with moon- 
stones; until having, by main force, converted us to the true 
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faidiy they shall graciousljr pennit us to exist in the torrid desertA 
of Arabia, or the frozen regions of Laphmd, there to enjoj the 
blessings of civilization and the charms of Innar philoeophj, in 
much the same manner as tlie refoimed and euliglitened savages 
of this oountrj are kindly suffered to inhabit the inhospitable 
forests of the north, or the impenetrable wilderoesses of South 
America. 

Thu8| X hope, I have clearly proved, and strikingly illustrated, 
the ri^t of the early colonists to the possession of this country; 

and thus is tliis gigantic question completely vanquished: so 
having manfully surmounted ail obstacles, and subdued all oppo- 
sitioiiy what remains but that I should forthwith conduct my 
readers into the city which we have been so long in a manner 
besieging? But hold; before I proceed another step, I must 
pause to take breath, and recover from the excessive fatigue 
I have undergone, in preparing to begin this most accurate of 
histories. And in this I do but imitate the example of a 
renowned Dutch tumbler of antiquity, who took a start of three 
miles for the purpose of jumjnng over a hill, but having run 
himself out of breath by the time he reached the foot, sat himself 
quietly down for a few moments to blow, and then walked over 
it at his leisure* 
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TREATING OF THE FIRST SETTLEMENT OF THE PROVINCE 

OF NIEW NEDERLANDTS. 

CHAPTER L 

zy WHICH ABE CONTAINED DITEBS REASONS WHT A HAN 
SHOULD NOT WRITE IN A HT7BRT; ALSO, OF MASTER 

llENDRICK HUDSON, HIS DISCOVERY OF A STRANGE COUN- 
TBT— AND HOW HE WAS MAQNIFIOSNTLX BSWABDBD BT 
THE. MUNIFICENCB OF THEIB HIOH MIGHTINESSES. 

Mt great-grand£ather, by the moUier's side^ Hennanus Van 
Oalteroop, when employed to build the large stone church at 
Rotterdam, which sUiiuls about three liundred yards U) your left 
after you turn off from the Boomkeys, and which is so oonve^ 
niently constructed, that all the zealous Christians of Rotterdam 
prefer sleeping through a sermon there to any other church in 
the city — ^my great-grandfather, I say, when employed to build 
that famous church, did in the first place send to Delft for a box 
of long pipes; then having purchased a new spitting-box and 
a hundred weight of the best Virginia, he sat himself down, and 
did nothing for the space of three months but smoke most 



Digitized by Google 



90 



HISTORY OF NEW-YOBX 



laboriously. Then did he spend lull three months more in 
tradging on loot, and voyaging in trekschuit, from Kotterdam to 
Amsterdam — to Ddft — to Haerlem — ^to Lejden — to the Hagae, 
knocking Iiis head and breaking his pipe agiunst eveiy church 
in his road. Then did he advance ;znidually nearer and nearer 
to Rotterdam, until he came in full sight of the identieal spot 
whereon the church was to be built Then did he spend three 
months longer in walking round it and round it, contemplating it, 
first from one point of view, and then from another — ^now would 
he be paddled by it on the canal — ^now would he peep at it through 
a telescope from the other side of the Meuse, and now would he 
take a birdWye glance at it, from the top of one of those gigantic 
windmills which protect the gates of the city. The good folks 
of the place were on the tiptoe of expectation and impatience 
•^notwithstanding all the turmoil of my great-grandfather, not 
a symptom of the church was yet to be seen ; they even began 
to fear it would never be brought into the world, but that its 
great projector would lie down and die in labor of the mighty 
plan he had conceived. At length, having occupied twelve good 
ndonths in puffing and paddling, and talking and walking — having 
traveled over all Holland, and even Lak<'n a peep into France 
and Germany — Shaving smoked five hundred and ninety-nine 
pipes, and three hundred weight of the best Virginia tobacco 
— my great-grandfather gathered fogrctli( r all that knowing and 
industrious class of citizens who prefer attending to any body's 
business sooner than their own, and having pulled off his coat 
ami live i)air of breeches, he advanced sturdily up, and laid the 
corner-stone of the- church, in the presence of the whole multi* 
tude — just at the commencement of the thirteenth month. 

In a similar manner, and with the example of my worthy 
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ancestor full before my eyes, have I proceeded in writing lliis 
most authentic history. The honest Kotterdamers no doubt 
IhoQ^t my great-grandfather was doing nothing at all to the 
purpose, while he was making such a world of prefatory bustle, 
;ilM)iit the building of his church — and many of the ingenious 
inhabitants of this iaar eity will unquestionably suppose that all 
the preliminary chapters, with tiie discorery, population, and 
final settlement of America, were totally irrelevant and super- 
fluous — ^and that the main business, the hSstory of New-York, 
is not a jot more adyanced, than if I had never taken up my 
pen. ^Xever were wise people inorc mistaken in their conjec- 
tures ; in consequence of going to work slowly and deliberately, 
the church came oat of my grandfather^s hands one of the most 
sumptuous, goodly, and glorious edifices in the known world- 
excepting th^ like our magnificent capitol, at W^ashington, it 
was begun on so grand a scale that the good folks could not 
afford to finish more than the win^ of it. So, likewise, I trust, 
if ever I am able to finish this work on the plan I have com- 
menced, (of which, in simple truth, I sometimes have my doubts,) 
it wiU be found that I have pursued ike latest rules of my art, 
as exemplified in the writings of all the great American his- 
torians, and wrought a very large history out of a small subjedr-* 
which, now-a-days, is considered one of the great triumphs of 
historic sldlh To proceed, then, with the tlircrul of my story. 

In the ever memorable year of our Lord, 1609, on a Saturday 
morning, the five-and-twentieth day of March, old style, did that 
"worthy and irrecoverable discoverer, (as he has justly been 
called,) Master Henry Hudson," set sail from. .Holland in a stout 
vessel called ihe Half Moon, being employed by the Dutch East 
India Company, to seek a northwest passage to China. 
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Henrj (or, as the Dutch historians call him, Hendrkik) 

Hudson, was u sea-faring man oi' renuwn, wlio had iLsirned to 
smoke tobacco under Sir Walter KaLeigh, and is said to have 
been the first to introdnoe it into Holland, which gained him much 
popularity in that country, and caused him to find great favor in 
the eyes uf their Ilicrh !Mi;:hiinesscs, the lordii states general^ and 
also of the honorable West India Company. He was a short, 
square, brawny old gentleman, with a double cMn, a mastiiF 
moutli, and a broad eo|»pcr nose^ wliich was supposed in those 
days to have acquired its fiery hue from the constant neighbof^ 
hood of his tobacco pipe. 

He wore a true Andrea Ferrara, tucke»l in a leathern belt, 
and a commodore's cocked hat on one side of his heatt He was 
remaricable for always jerkinct up his breeches when he gave out 
his orders, and his voice sounded not unlike (he brattling of a 
tin tmmpetr— owing to the number of hard northwesters which 
he had swallowed in the course of his sea-faiing. 

Such was llendrick lludbon, of whom we have heard so 
much, and know so little : and I have been thus particular in hia 
descripdon for the benefit of modem painters and statuaries, that 
they may represent him as he was ; and not, according to thdr 
common custom with modern heroes, make him look like Csesar, 
or Marcos Aurelins, or the Apollo of Belvidere. 

As chief mate and favorite companion, the commodore chose 
master Robert Juet, of Limehouse, in England. By somti his 
name has been spelled Chevnty and ascribed to the circumstance 
of his having been the first man that ever chewed tobacco ; but 
this I believe to be a mere tlipj>;iii('y ; more especially as certain 
of his progeny are living at this day, who write their names Juet. 
He was an old comrade and early schoolmate of the great Hudson, 
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with whom he had often played tmant and sailed diip hoots in & 

neighboring pond, when they were little boys — -firom whence it is 
said the commodore first derived hia bias towards a sear&ring life. 
Certain it is, that the old people about Limehouse declared 
Robert Juet to be an unlucky urchin, prone to mischier, that 
would one day or other come to tiie gallows. 

He grew up as hoys of that kind often grow up> a rambling, 
heedless Yarlet, tossed about in all quarters of the world — meet- 
ing with more perils and wonders than did Sinhad the Sailor, 
without growing a whit more wise^ prudent, or ill-natured.' Un* 
der eyery misfortune, he comforted himself with a quid of tobacco, 
and the truly i)hilosopliic maxim, thai " it will be all the same 
thing a hundred years hence." He was skilled in the art of 
carving anchors and true lovers' knots on the hulk-heads and 
quarter-railings, and was considered a great wit on board ship, in. 
consequence of his playing pranks on every body around, and 
now and then even making a W17 &ce at old Hendrick, when his 
back was turned. 

To this universal genius are we indebted for many particulars 
concerning this voyage ; of which he wrote a history, at the re- 
quest of the commodore, who had an unconquerable aversion to 
writing himself, from having received so many floggings about it 
when at school. To supply the deficiencies of master Juet's jour- 
nal, whidi is written with true log-book brevitjrjf I have availed 
myself of divers fiunHy traditions, handed dowh firom my great- 
great-grand&ther, who accompanied the expedition in the capacity 
of cabin-boy. 

From all that I can learn, few incidents worthy of remark hap- 
pened in the voyage ; and it mui tifies me exceedingly that I have 
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to admit so noted an expedi^n Into my wofk, without makiiig; 
any more of it 

Suffice it to say, the voy.ifrc was prosperous and traiKjiiil — ^the 
crew, being a patient people, niucli giveu to slumber aad vacuity, 
and but little tnmbled unth the disease of thinking — a nuJadj of 
the mind, which is the sure breeder of discontent. HtKteon had 
laid in abundance ot gin and sourcrout, and every man was al- 
lowed to sleep quietly at his poet unless the wind blew. . True it 
isy some slight disaffection was shown on two or three occasions, 
at certain iinreasonablft conduct of Commodore Hudson. Thus, 
for instancei he Ibrbore to shorten sail when the wind was lights 
and the weather serene^ which was considered among the most 
experienced Dutch seamen, as certain weaiher-hreeder$y or prog- 
nostics, that the weather w ould change for the worse. He acted, 
moreoTer, in direct contradiction to that ancient and sage rule of 
the Dutch navigators, who always took in sail at night^put the 
liclm a-port, and turned in — by which precaution they had a good 
night's rest — were sure of knowing where they were the next 
morning, and stood hut iitde chance of running down a continent 
in the dark. He likewise prohibited the seamen from wearing 
more than five jackets and six pair of breeches^ under pretence 
of rendering them more aiert ; and no man was permitted to go 
aloft, and hand in saib with a pipe in his mouth, as is the inyariar- 
ble Dutch custom at the preseiU day. All these grievances, 
though they might ruftie lor a moment the constitutional tran- 
quillity of the honest Dutch tars, made hut transient impression ; 
they eat hugely, drank profusely, and slept immeasurably, and 
being under the especial guidance of Providence, the ship was 
safol^r conducted to the ooast of America $ where, after . sundry 
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unimportant toachings and standings off and on, she tft length, on 

the foui'th day of September, entered that majestic bay, which at 
this day expands its ample bosom before the city of ^^ew-YorJc, 
and which had never before been visited by any European.* 

It has been traditionary in our family, that when the great 
navigator was first blessed with a view of this enchanting island, 
be was observed, for the first and only time in his life, to exhibit 
strong symptoms of astonishment and admiration. He is said to 
have turned to master Juet, and uttered these remarkable words, 
while he pointed towards this paradise of the new world — ^ See I 
there V* — ^and thereupon, as was always bis way when he was 
micommonly pleased, he did puff out sueh clouds of dense to- 
bacco smoke, that in one minute the vessel was out of sight of 
land, and master Juet was &in to watt until the winds dispersed 
this impenetrable fog. 

* True it and I am not ignorant of the fact, that in a certain aproetjr- 
pbal book of voyage, compiled 1^ one Hakluyt, is to be fonnd a letter written 
to Frandfl the First, by one Gioranne, or John Verazzaoi, on which some 
writers are Inclined to fouid a belief that this delightfol bay had been vitited 
nearly a century previona to the royage of the enterprising Hudson. Now this 
(albeit it has met with the countenance of certain very judicious and learned 
men) I hold in utter disbelief, and that for various good and substantial reasons : 
First, Because on strict examination it will be found, that the description given 
by this Vereazani applies about as well to the bay of New-York as it does to 
my nis^t^cap. Secondly, Because that this John Verazzani» for whom I al< 
ready begin to &e\ a most bitter ounity, is a native of Florence ; and eyeiy 
body knows the crafty vdlea of these loeel Florentines, by which they filched 
away the laurels from the browaof the immortal Colon, (vulgarly called Colum- 
bus,) and bestowed them on their officious tbwnsman, Amerigo Vespucci ; and 
I make no doubt tliey are equally ready to rob the illustrious Hudson of the 
credit of discovering this beautiful iaiaud, adorned by the city of New-York, 

4* 
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It was indeed— «8 my great-grandfiidier used to saj — ^ugh 

in truth I never heard him, for he died, as might be expected, 
before I was bom — ^^It was indeed a spot on which the eye 
might hare reveled for ever, in ever new and never ending 
beauties." The island of Mimnahata spread wide before them, 
like some sweet vision of fancy, or some fair creation of iadas- 
triouB magic. Its hills of smiling green swelled gently one above 
another, crowned uith l<»l\y trees of luxuriiuu ;,ay\vth; j>orae 
pointing their tapering Ibliage towards the clouds, which were 
gloriously transparent ; and others loaded with a verdant burthen 
of clambering vines, bowing their branches to the earth, that was 
covered with flowers. On tlie gentle declivities of the hills were 
scattered in gay profusion, the dog*wood, the sumach, and the 
wild brier, whose scarlet berries and white blossoms glowed 
brightly among the deep green of the surrounding foliage ; and 
here and there a curling column of smoke rising from the little 
glens that opened along the shore, seemed to promise the weary 
voyairors a welcome at the liaiuls oi* tin ii- fellow creatures. As 
they stood gazing with entranced attt;iuion on the scene before 
them, a red man, crowned with feathers, issued from one of these 
glens, and after contemplating in silent wonder the gallant ship, 

and placing it beside their usarped diacoverjr of South America. And. thirdfy, 
I award my decirion in (kvot of the pretensions of Hendriek Hodson, inanvch 
as his expedition sailed from HoUand, being truly and absolvtely a Dutch en- 
terprise — and Uiou^ih uli me proofs in the vvorlJ were introduced on ilw other 
side, I would set them at naught, as nndepervirig my attention. If thr ><• iliree 
reasons be not sufTicient to satisfy every burgher of this ancient city — ail i can 
say is, they are degenerate descendants from their venerable Datch ancestors 
and totally unworthy the trouble of convincing. Thus, therefore, the title of 
Hendriek Hudson to his renowned discovery is fully vindicated. 
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as she sat like a stately swan swimming on a silver lake, sounded 
the warlioop, and bounded into the woods like a wild deer, to 
the utter astonishineiit of the phlegmatic Datchmen^ who had 
neyer heard such a noifle> or witnessed such a caper in their 
whole lives. 

Of the transactions of our adyenturers with the sayages, and 
how the latter smoked copper pipes, and ate dried currants; how 

they brought great store of tobacco and oysters ; Low they shot 
one of the ship's crew, and how he was buried, I shall say 
nothing; being that I consider them unimportant to my history. 
After tarr} iiig a few days in the bay, in order to refresh them- 
selves atler their sea-faring, our voyagers weighed anchor, to 
explore a mighty river which emptied into the bay. This river, 
it is said, was known among the savages by the name of the 
Shatemuck; though we are assured in an excellent little hbtory 
published in 1674, by John Josselyn, Gent, that it was called 
the Mohegan,* and master Bidiard Bkome, who wrote some 
time afterwards, asserts the same — so that I very much incline 
in favor of the opinion of these two honest gentlemen. Be this 
as it may, up this river did the adventurous Hendrick proceed, 
little doubting but it would turn out to be the much looked for 
passage to China I 

The journal goes on to make mention of divers interyiews 
between the crew and the natives, in the voyage up the river; 
but as they would be impertinent to my history, I shall jia^j? over 
them in silence, except the following dry joke, played off by the 
old commodore and his school-fellow, Bobert Juet, which does 

* This liver it likewise laid down in Davy's map tm Manhattan— Noordt 
Montaigne and Maoritiiui rhrer. 
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such vast credit to their experimental philosophy, that I cannot 
refeiin from insertiiig it. *^ Our master and his mate determined 
to try flome of the chiefe men of the eoimtrey, whether they had 
aiiy treacherie iu them. So tliey tooke them downe into the cahiii, 
and gave them so much wine and aqua vittt, that they were all 
merrie ; and one of them had his wife with him, which sate so 
modestly, as any of our countrey women would do in a strange 
place. In the end, one of them was drunke, which had been 
aborde of onr ship all the time that we had been there, and that 
was strange to them, for they cotild not tell how to take it."* 

Having satisfied himself by this ingenious experiment, that 
the natives were an honesty social race of jolly roysters, who had 
no objection to a drinking bout, and were very meny in their 
cups, the old commodore chuckled Iinpjelj to himself, and tli rust- 
ing a double quid of tobacco in his clicek, directed master Juet 
to haye it carefully recorded, for the satisfaction of all the natu- 
ral philosophers of the university of Leyden— <which done, he 
proceeded on his voyage, with great self-complacency. After 
sailing, however, above an hundred nules up the river, he found 
the wateiy world arotmd him began to grow more shallow and 
confined, the current more rapid, and perfectly fresh — phenom- 
ena not uncommon in the ascent of rivers, but which puzzled the 
honest Dutchmen prodigiously. A consultation was therefore 
called, and having deliberated full six hours, they were brought 
to a determliKUion, by the ship's nmning aground — where u])uii 
they unanimously concluded, that there was but little chance of 
getting to China in this direction. A boat, however, was des- 
patched to explore higher up^e river, which, on its return, con- 

* Jnet^s Jonm. Piuch. Pil. 
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filmed the opinion — upon this the ship was warped off and pnt 

about, with great difficulty, being like most of her sex, exceedingly 
hard to govern ; and the adventoroas Hudson, according to the 
account of mj great-great-grand&ther^ Tetumed down the river 
—with a prodigious flea in his ear ! 

Being satis tied that there was little likehhood of getting to 
Chin% unleesy like the blind man, he returned &om whence he 
eat out, and took a freBh Btart, he forthwith recroesed the sea 
to lloilaud, where he was received with great welcome by the 
honorable East India Company, who were very much rejoiced 
to see him come badt safe — with thmr ship ; and at a large and 
respectable meeting of the first merchants and burgomasters 
of Amsterdam, it was unanimously determined, tliat as a munifi- 
oent reward for the eminent services he had performed, and the 
important discovery he had made, the great river Mohegan 
should be called after his name ! — and it continues to be called 
Hudson river muto this very day. 
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COKTAININa AN ACCOUNT OF A MIOHTT ABK WHICH FLOATED, 

UNDER THE PROTECTION OP ST. NICHOLAS, FROM HOL- 
LAND TO GIBBET ISLAND— THIS DESCENT OF THE STBANQB 
ANIMALS THEREFROM— ^-A GREAT YICTORT, AND A DB80SIP- 
TION OF THE ANCIENT TILLAGE OF COMMUNIPAW; 

The delectable acoouDts giyen bj the great Hudson^ and master 

Juet, of the country they had discovered, excited not a little talk 
and speculation among the good people of lloUand. Letters 
patent were granted bj government to an association of mer- 
cbants, called the West India Comp.iny, for the exclusiTe trade 
on Hudson river, on which they erected a trading-house called 
Fort Aurania» or Orange, from whence did spring the great citj 
of Albany. But I forbear to dwell on the various commercial 
and colonizing ciiterj)ri.SL'f; wliirli took ])lac(' ; amonj^ which was 
that of MynlicM^r Adrian Block, who discovered and gave a name 
to Block Island, since &mous for its cheese — and shall barelj 
confine myself to that which gave birth to this renowned <nty. 

It was some three or four years after the return of tlie 
immortal Hendrick, that a crew of honest. Low Dutch colonists 
set sail from the city of Amsterdam, for the shores of America. 
It is an irreparable loss to history, and a great proof of the 



bigiiized by Google 



HISrOxiY OF NKW-YOKK. 



87 



darkneBB of the age, and the lamentable neglect of the noble art 

of book-making, since so industriously cultivated by knowing sea- 
captains, and learned supercargoes, tliat an expedition so interest- 
ing and important in its results, should be passed over in utter 
silence. To my great-great-grandfather am I again indebted for 
the few facts I am enabled to give concerning it — he having once 
more embarked for this country, with a fall determination, as he 
said, of ending his days here — and of begetting a race of Enicker« 
bookers, that should rise to be great men in the land. 

The jship in which these illustrious adventurers set sail was 
called the Goede Vr<mWy or good woman, in compliment to the 
wife of the President of the West India Company, who was al- 
lowed by every body (cxcej)t her liu-liand) to be a sweet-tem- 
pered lady — when not in liquor. It w as in truth a most gallant 
vessel, of the most approved Dutch constructiim, and made by the 
ablest sliip-carpenters of Amsterdam, who, it is well known, al- 
ways model their ships after the fair forms of their countrywomen. 
Accordingly, it had one hundred feet in the beam, one hundred 
feet in the keel, and one hundred feet from the bottom of the 
stern-post to the tafferel. Like tlie beauteous model, who was de- 
clared to be the greatest belle in Amsterdam, it was full in the 
bows, with a pair of enormous cat-heads, a copper bottom, and 
withal a most prodigious poop ! 

The architect, who was somewhat of a religious man, far from 
decorating the ship with pagan idols, such as Jupiter, Neptune, or 
Hercules, (which heathenish abominations, I have no doubt occa- 
sion the misfortunes and shipwreck of many a noble vessel,) he, 
I say, on the contrary, did laudably erect for a head, a goodly 
image of St Nicholas, equipped with a low, broad-brimmed hat, 
a huge pair of Flemish trunk hose, and a pipe that reached to the 
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end of the bowsprit. Thus gaUoatiy furnished, the stanch ship 
floated sideways, like a majestic goose, out of the harbor of the 

great city ol .Vinstrrdam, and all the bells, that were not other- 
wise engaged^ raog a triple bobm^jor oa the jojt'ul occasion. 

Mj great-great-grandfather remarks, that the TOjage was on- 
commonly prosperous, for, being under the especial care of the evep- 
revered St. NicUolafi, the Groede Vrouw seemed to be endowed with 
qualities unknown to common yessels. Thus she made as much 
leeway as headway, could get along very nearly as fast with the 
wind ahead, as when it wa^ a-poop — and was pai u* ulai ly ^rcat 
in a calm; in consequence of which singular advantages, she 
made out to accomplish her yoyage in a yeiy few months, and 
came to anchor at the mouth of the Hudson, a little to the east of 
Gibbet Island. 

Here lifting up {heir eyes, they beheld, on what is at present 
called the Jersey shore, a small Indian yillage, pleasantly em- 
bowered in a grove of spreading ehiis, and the natives all col- 
lected on the beach^ gazing in stupid admiration at the Goede 
Vrouw. A boat was immediately dispatched to enter into a 
treaty with them, and approaching the shore, hailed them through 
a trumpet, in the most friendly terms ; but so horribly confounded 
were these poor savages at the tremendous and uncouth sound of 
the Low Dutch language, that they one and all took to their heels, 
and scampered over the Bergen hilis ; nor did they stop until 
they had buried themselves, head and ears, in the marshes on the 
other side, where they all miserably perished to a man — and their 
bones being collected and decently covered by the Tammany So- 
ciety of that day, formed that singular mound called Kattle- 
SNAKB Hill, which rises out of the centre of the salt marshes, a 
little to the east of the Newark Causeway. 
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Aniniated by this unlooked-for Tictory, our valiatit heroes 

spi'aDg ashore iu triumph, took possession of the soil us conquer- 
ors, in the name of their High Mightinesses the Lords States Ge- 
neral; and inarching fearlessly forward^ carried the village of 
CoMMUNiPAW by storm, notwithstanding that it was vigorously 
detended by some hall' a score of old squaws and pappooses. On 
looking about them they were so transported with the excellencies 
of the place, that they had very little doubt the blessed St. Micho- 
his had guided them thither, as the vt ry spot wliereon to s<'ttle 
their colony. The soilness of the soil was wonderfully adapted 
to the driving of piles ; the swamps^nd marshes around them 
aflforded ample opportunities for the constructing of dykes and 
dams ; the shallowness of the shore was peculiarly favorable to 
the building of docks — ^in a word, this spot abounded with all the 
requisites for the foundation of a great Dutch ci^. On making 
a faitlif'ul report, tliercfore, to the crew of tlie Goede Vrouw, they 
one and all determined that this was the destined end of their 
voyage. Accordingly they descended firom the Goede Vrouw, 
men, women, and children, in goodly groups, as did the animals 
otjore from the ark, and formed themselves into a thriving set- 
tlement, which they called by the Indian name Coumunifaw. 

As all the world is doubtless perfectly acquainted with Com- 
munipaw, it may seem somewhat supertliious to treat of it in the 
present work ; but my readers will please to recollect, that not- 
withstanding it is my chief desire to satisfy the present age, yet I 
write likewise for posterity, and have to consult the understanding 
*l and curiosity of some half a score of centuries yet to conic ; by 
which time, perhaps, were it not for this invaloable history, the 
great Communipaw, like Babylon, CSarthage, Nineveh, and other 
great cities, might be perfectly extinct — sunk and forgotten in its 

« 
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own mud — its inhabitants turned into oysters,* and even its sitai^ 
tion a fertile subject of learned controyersy and bard-beaded in- 
vestigation among indefatigable liistoriaiis. Let nic then piously 
rescue from oblivion the humble relics of a place, which was the 
egg fiom whence was batched the mighty city of New-York I 

CJomraunipaw is at present but a small village, pleasantly 
situated, among rural scenery, on that beauteous part of the 
Jersey shore which was known in ancient legends by the name 
of Pavonia,t and commands a grand prospect of the superb bay 
of New- York. It is wiihin but half* an hour's sail of the latter 
pliice, provided you have ^air wind, and may be distinctly seen 
from the city. Nay, it is a well known fact, which I can testify 
from my own experience, that on a clear still summer eveninfi, 
you may hear, from the battery of ^New-York, the obstreperous 
peals of broad-mouthed laughter of the Dutch negroes at Com- 
munipaw, who, like most other negroes, are famous for their 
risible powers. This is jjcculiarly the case, on Suiulay evenings, 
when, it is remarked by an ingenious and observant philosopher, 
who has made great discoveries in the neighborhood of this city, 
that they always laugh loudest — ^whieb be attributes to the cir- 
cumstance of their having their holiday clothes on. 

These negroes, in fact, like the monks in the dark agiesy 
engross all the knowledge of the place, and being infinitely more 
adventurous and more knowing than their masters, carry on all 
the foreign trade ; making frequent voyages to town in canoes 
loaded with oysters, buttermilk, and cabbages. They are great 
astrologers, predicting the different changes of weather almost as 

* Men by inaction degonerate into oyBtexa.— JTatmet. 
t PavoDiaj in the ancient maps, ia given to a tract of conntiy eitending 
from about Hoboken to Ambojr. 

bigiiized by Google 



HXSTOilY OF JSriilW-YOBX 



aceurately as an almanao^they are moreoTer exquisite pep- 
formers on three-striiiged fiddles : in whistling they almost boast 
the farH&med powers of Orpheus's lyre, for not a horse or aa ox 
in the place, when at the ploogh or belbre the wagoQ> will budge 
11 loot until he hears the well known whistle of his black driver 
and companion. — And from their amazing 5k ill at casting up 
accounts apon their fingers, they are regarded with as much 
veneration as were the diadples of Pythagoras of yore, when 
initiated into the sacred quaternary of numbers. 

As to the honest burghers of Communipaw, like wise men 
and sound philosophers, tihey never look beyond their pipes, nor 
trouble their heads about any affairs out of their immediate 
neighborhood ; so that they live in profound and enviable igno- 
rance of all the troubles, anxieties, and reyolutions of this 
distracted planet I am even told that many among them do 
verily beUeve that Holland, of which they have heard so mucii 
from tradition, is situated somewhere on Long Island — that 
Spihin/g-dewl and tks Narrcwn are the two ends of the world-^ 
that the country is still under the dominion of their High 
Mightinesses, and that the city of New-York still goes by the 
name of Nieuw Amsterdam. They meet every Saturday after- 
noon, at the only tavern in the place, which bears as a sign, a 
square-headed likeness of the Prince of Orange, where they 
smoke a silent pipe, by way of promoting social conviviality, and 
invariably drink a mug of dder to the success of Admiral 
Van Tromp, who they imagine is still sweeping the British 
channel, with a broom at his mast-head. 

Communipaw, in short, is one of the numerous little villages 
in the vicinity of this most beautiM of cities, which are so many 
strong-holds and fastnesses, whither the primitive manners of our 
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Dutch forefathers have retreated, and where thej are cherished 
with devout and scrupulous strictness. The dress of the origtual 

settlers is handed down im iohite, from father to son — the identi- 
cal broad-brimmed hat, broad-skirted coat, and broad-bottomed 
breeches, continue from generation to generation; and several 
gigantic knee-buckles of massy silver, are still in wear, that made 
gallant display in the days of the patriarchs of Couuuunipaw. 
The language likewise continues unadulterated by barbarous 
innova^ons ; and so critically correct is the village schoolmaster 
in ills dialect, tliat his reading of a Low Dutch j)sahn huo much 
the same eftect on the nerves as the filing of a handsaw. 
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IN WHICH IS SET FOfiTH THE T&UE ART OF MAKING A BARGAIN 
— ^TOGETHER WITH THE HIBACUI.017S E80AFE OF A GBEAT 

METROPOLIS IN A FOG ^AND THE BIOGRAPHT OF CERTAIN 

HEROES OF COMMUNIPAW. 

Having, in the trifling digression which concluded the last 
chapter, discharged the filial duty which the city of JJJew-York 
owed to Commumpaw, as being the mother settlement; and liav- 
ing given a faithful picture of it as it stands at present, I return 
with a sootliing sentiment of seli-appiobation, to dwell upon its 
early history. The crew of the Goede Yrouw being soon rein- 
forced by ttesk importations from Holland, the settlement went 
jollily on, increasing in magnitude and prosperity. The neigh- 
boring Indians in a short time became accustomed to the uncouth 
sotmd of the Dutch language^ and an intercourse gradually took 
place between them and the new comers. The Indians were 
much <?i^ en to long talks, and the Dutch to long silence — in this 
particular, therefore, they accommodated each other completely. 
The diiefs would make long speeches about the big buU, the wa- 
bash, and the Great Spirit, to which the others would listen very 
attentively, smoke their pipes, and grunt yah, myn-her — whereat 
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die poor savages were wondrouBty delighted. They instructed 

the new settlers in the best art of eiiriiiL; iiiid smoking tobiicco, 
while the latter, in return, made them drunk with true lloUands^ 
and then taught them the art of making bargains. 

A brisk trade ibr fors was soon opened : the Dutch traders 
were scrupuluuaiy honest in tlieir dealings, and puielmsed by 
weight, establishing it as an invariable table of avoirdupois, that 
the hand of a Dutchman weighed one pound, and his foot two 
pounds. It is true, the simple Indians were oltcn puzzled by the 
great disproportion between bulk and weight, for let them place a 
bundle of furs, neTer so large, in one scale, and a Dutchman put 
his hand or foot in the other, the bundle was sure to kick the 
beam — ^never wai? a package of furs known to weigh more than 
two pounds in the market of Communipaw ! 

This is a singular fact — but I have it direct from my great- 
great-graiidfailier, who had risen to ^unsiderablc importance in 
the .colony, being promoted to the office of weigh-master, on 

■ 

account of the uncommon heaviness of his foot. 

The Dutch possessions in this part of the L':l<»he began now to 
assume a very thriving appearance, and were comprehended 
under the general title of Nieuw Nederlandts, on account, as the 
sage Yander Donck observes, of their great resemblance to the 
Dutch Netherlands — which indeed was truly remaikable, except- 
ii^ that the former were rugged and mountainous, and the latter 
level and marshy. About this time the tranquillity of the Dutch 
colonists was doomed to suffer a temporary interruption. In 
1G14, Captain Sir Samuel Argal, sailing under a commissioa 
from Dale, governor of Virginia, visited the Dutch settlements on 
Hudson Eiver, and demanded their submission to the English 
crown and Virginian dominion. To this arrogant demand, as 
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HnBj were in no condition to resist it, they submitted for tiie tune^ 

like discreet and reasonable men. 

It does not appear that the valiaot Ai^al molested the settle- 
ment of Communipaw; on tlie contrarj, I am told that when his 
vessel first hove in sight, the worthy burghers were seized with 
such a panic, that they fell to smoking their pipes with astonish- 
ing vehemence ; insomuch that they quickly raised a cloud, which, 
combining with the surrounding woods and marshes,, completely 
enveloped and concealed their beloved village, and overhung the 
fair regions of Pavonia — so that the terrible Captain Argal passed 
on, totally unsuspicious that a sturdy litde Dutch settlement lay 
snugly couched in the mud, under cover of all this pestilent vapor. 
In commemoration of this fortunate escape, the woniiy inhabit- 
ants have continued to smoke, almost without intermission, unto 
this veiy day; which is said to be tlie cause of the remarkable 
fog wliich often hangs over Communipaw of a clear afternoon. 

Upon the depai'ture of the enemy, our worthy ancestors took 
full six months to recover their wind and get over the consterna- 
tion into which they had been thrown. They then called a coun- 
cil of safety to sniokf^ over the state of the province. At this 
council presided one Olofie Van Kortlandt, a personage who was 
held in great reverence among the sages of Communipaw for the 
variety and darkness of Lis knowledge. He had originally been 
one of a set of peripatetic philosophers who passed much of their 
time sunning themselves on the side of the great canal of Am- 
sterdam in Holland ; enjoying, like Diogenes, a free and unincum- 
bered estate in sunshine. His name Kortlandt (Shortland or 
Lackland) was supposed, like that of the illustrious Jean Sans- 
terre, to indicate that he had no land; but he insisted, on the 
contrary, that he had great landed estates somewhere in Terra 
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Inoognita ; and he had come out to the new world to look after 

them, llv was the first great laud speculator that we read of in 
these part^. 

Like all land speculators, he was much given to dreaming. 
Never did any thin^ extraordinary happe n at Communipaw but 
he declared that he had previously dreamt it ; being one of those 
in&Uible prophets who predict events after ihej have come to 
pass. This supernatural gift was as highly valued among the 
burghers of Pavonia as among the enlightened nations of anti- 
quity. The wise Ulysses was more indebted to his sleeping than 
his waking moments for his most subtle achievements^ and seldom 
undertook any great exploit without first soundly sleeping upon 
it; and the same moy Ix^ said of Olofie Yan Kortlandt, who was 
thence aptly denominated Oioffe the Dreamer. 

As yet his dreams and speculations had turned to little per- 
sonal profit ; and he was as much a kick-laud as ever. Still he 
carried a high head in the community ; if his sugar-loaf hat was 
rather the worse for wear, he set it off with a taller cock's*tail ; if 
his shirt was none of the cleanest, he puffed it out the more at the 
bosom ; and if the tail of it peeped out of a hole in his breeches, 
it at least proved that it really had a tail and was not mere 
ruffle. 

The worthy Van Kortlandt, in tlie council in question, urged 
the policy of emerging from the swamps of Communipaw and 
seeking some more eligible site for the seat of empire. Such, he 
said, was the advice of the good St. Nicholas, who had appeared 
to him in a dream the night before ; and whom he had known by 
his broad hat, his long pipe, and the resemblance which he bore 
to the figure on the bow of the Goede Vrouw. 

Mauy have thought this dream wab a mere invention of Uioife ' 
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Yaa Kiorflmidt ; wht^ it is said, had ever regarded Goauniiiiipaw 

with evil eye beciiuse he had arrived there after all the land 
bad been shared out, and who was anxious to change the seat of 
empiie to some new plaosy wbere he might be present at the 
distribotion of ^ town lots." But we most not give heed to such 
insmuations, which are too apt to be advanced against those wor- 
thy gentlemen engaged in laying out towns, and in otbier land 
specniations* For my own party I am dbposed to place the same 
implicit fidth in Ihe Tision of Oloff^ the Dreamer that was mani- 
£ested by the honest burghers of Communipaw, who one and all 
agreed that an expedition should be forthwith fitted oat to go on 
a voyage of discovery in quest of a new seat of empire. 

This perilous enterprise \va.s to be conducted by Oloffe him- 
self; who chose as lieutenants or coadjutors Mynheei's Abraham 
Hardfihbroecky Jaoohus Van Zandl, and Winant Ten Broeck — 
three indubitably great men, but of whose history, although I 
have made diligent inquiry, I can learn but little previous to 
their leaving Holland. Nor need this occasion much surprise ; 
Ibr adventorers, like prophets, though they make great noise 
abroad, have seldom much celebrity in their own countries ; but 
this much is certain, that the overflowings and oiFscourings of h 
eoontry are InTariably composed of the richest^parts of the soil. 
And here I cannot help remarkxQg how convenient it would be 
to many of our great men and great families of doubtful origin, 
could they have the privilege of the heroes of yore, who, when- 
ever their origin was involved in obscurity, modestly announced 
themselves descended from a god — and who never visited a for- 
eign country but what they told some cock and bull stories about 
their being kings and princes at home. This venal trespass on 
the tmth, Ihough it has been oocaaionaUy played off by some 

5 
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pseudo marquis, baronet, and other illustrious foreigner, in our 
laud of good-natured credulity, has been eompletelj discouute 
nanced in this akeptical, matter af £act i^ge — and I eren qaestioii 
whether any tender virgin, who was accidentally and nnaooooni- 

ably enriched with a bantling, would save her character at parlor 
firesides and evening tea-parties hj ascriLuug Uie phenomenon 
to a Bwan, a shower of gold, or a river god. 

Had I the benefit of mythology and classie fable above alluded 
to, I should have furuished the iirst uf the trio with a pedigree 
equal to that of the proudest hero of antiquitj. Uis name^ Van 
Zandt^ that is to say, from the iond^ or in common parlance, from 
the din, gave reason to suppose that iiko Triptolemus, Themes, 
the Cyclops and the Titans, he had sprung itom Uamc Terra, or 
the earth 1 This supposition is strongly corroborated by his siae, 
for it is wen known that all the progeny of mother earth were of 
a gigantic stature ; and Van Zandt, we are told, was a tall, raw- 
boned man, above dx feet high — ^with an astonishingly hard head* 
Nor is this origin of the illustrious Van Zandt a whit more im- 
probable or repugnant to belief than what is related and univer- 
sally admitted of certain of our greatest, or rather richest men ; 
whOj we are told with the utmost gravity^ did originally spring 
fromadunghilll 

Of the second of the trio, but faint accounts have reached to 
ibis time, which mention that he was a sturdy, obstinate, worry- 
ing^ busding litde man ; ^nd, from being usually equipped in an 
old pair of buckskins, was fkmiliarly dubbed Harden Broeck x that 
is to say, Hard in the Breech ; or, as it was generally rendered. 
Tough Breeches. 

Ten Broeck ccnnpleted this junto of adventurers. It is a sin- 
gular but ludicrous liict, which, were I not scrupulous in record- 
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ing the whole tnitiiy I should almost he tempted to pass over in 

silence as incompatible witli the gravity aiul tiignitj of liistory ; 
that this worthy gentleman should likewise have been nicknamed 
from what in modem times is considered the most ignohle part of 
Ihe dress. But in troth the small clothes seems to haye heen a 
very dignified garment in the eyes of our veneratr^d ancestors, in 
all probability from its coveiing that part of the body which has 
been pronoimced '^the seat of honor.** 

The name of Ten Broeck, or as it was sometimes spelled Tin 
Brocck) has been indifferently translated into Ten Breeches and 
Tin Breeches. Certain elegant and ingenious writers on the sub* 
ject declare in fayor of Tin, or rather Thin Breeches ; whence 
they infer tliat the original bearer of it wa.s a poor but merry 
rogue, whose galUgaakins were none of the soundcsti and who, 
peradyentnre, may haye been the author of that truly philofiophieal 
stanza: 

** Then why ehould we quarrel for riches. 
Or any such glittering toys ; 
A light heart and thin pair of breeches 
Will go thoroogh the worlds my brave boys !" 

The more accurate commentators, howeyer, dedaie ui fayor 
of the other reading, and affirm that the worthy in question, was 

a burly, bulbous mim, who, in sheer ostent<ation of his venerable 
progenitors, was the first to introduce into the settlement the an- 
dent Dutch fashion of ten pair of breeches. 

Such was the trio of coadjutors chosen by Oloffe the Dreamer, 
to accompany him in this voyage into unknown realms ; as to the 
names of his crews they have not been handed down by history. 

Haying, as X before ohseryed, passed much of his fife in the 
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open air, among the peripatetic pliQoflopbeni of Amsterdaaiy 

Oloffe had become familiar with the aspect of the heavens^ and 
could as aocuratelj deteitnine when a storm was brewing or a 
squall rising, as a dntifiil hustMind can fivesee, fimn the brow of 
liis spouse, when a t<»mpest is gathering about his ears. ing 
pitched upon a time fur Iiis voyage, when the skies appeared pro- 
pitious he exhorted all his crews to take a good night's rest ; wind 
up their family affaira and make their wilb ; precautions taken 
by our forefathers even in after iLnies when they became more 
adventurous, and roTBged to Uaverstraw, or Kaatskill^ or Groodt 
Esopus, or any other far country^ beyond the great waters of the 
Tappan Zee. 
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HOW THE HEROES OF COMMTJNIPAW VOYAGED TO HELL-aAT£y 
A2n> HOW THET WEBB BBOEITBD XHEBB. 

And now tlie rosy blush of mom began to mantle in the east, 
and BOOH the liaing sun, emer^g fixnn amidst golden and puiple 
clouds, shed his bliihsome raya on the 1m weathercocks of Com- 

munipaw. It was that delicious season of the year, when nature, 
breaking from the chilling thraldom of old winter, like a bloom- 
ing damsel firom the tyramiy of a sordid old father, threw herself^ 
blushing with ten thousand channs, Into the anna of yontbful 
spring. Every tufted copse and bloomincj grove resounded with 
the notes of hymeneal love. The very insects, as they sipped the 
dew that gemmed the tender grass of the meadows, jomed in the 
joyoQS epithalamium — the virgin bud tamidly put forth its blushes, 
**the voice of the turtle was heard in the land," and the heart of 
man dissolved away in tenderness. Oh ! sweet Theocritus 1 had 
I thine oaten reed, wherewilii thou erst did chaim the gay SictHan 
])l:iins — Or Oh! gentle Bion ! thy pastoral pipe, wherein the 
happy swains of the Lesbian isle so much delighted, then might 
I attempt to sing, m soft Bucolic or negligent Idylliuxn, the rural 
beauties of the scene — but having nothing, save this jaded goose 
quill, wherewith to wing my flight, I must liaiu resign all poetic 
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dlsportings cf fbe fimcj, and pnmie my narrative in hanible 

prose; comforting myself with the lioj>e, that though it maj not 
steal 80 sweetly upon the imagmation of my reader, yet it may 
CGoimend itseify with yix^ modesty, to his better judgmeiity 
clothed in the chaste and simple gash of tmth. 

No fiooncr did the first rays of eliecH'ul Phrnbns dart into 
the windows of Communipaw, than the little settlement was all 
In motion* Forth issued from his castle the sago Van Kortland^ 
and seizing a conch shell, blew a far resonnding blast, that soon 
summoned all lus lusty followers. Then did they trudge reso- 
lutely down to the water side, escorted by a multitude of relatives 
and Inends, who all went down, as the common phrase expresses 
it, " to see them off." And this shows the antiquity of those 
long family processions, often seen in our city, composed of all 
ages, dzeet, and sexes, laden with bundles and bandboxes, escort- 
ing some bevy of country coudnsi about to depart for home In a 
market-boat 

The good Oloffe bestowed his forces in a squadron of three 
canoes, and hoisted his flag on board a little round Dutch boat» 
shaped not nnHke a tab, which had formerly been the jolly-boat 
of the Gk>ede Vrouw. And now, all being embarked, they bade 
farewell to the gasing throng upon the beach, who continued 
shouting after them, even when out of hearing, wishing them a 
happy voyage, advising tliem to take good cure of Uiemselves, 
not to get drowned — with an abundance other of those sage 
and Invaluable cautions, generally given by landsmen to such aa 
go down to the sea in ships, and adventure upon the deep waters. 
In the meanwhile the voyagers cheerily urged their course across 
the crystal bosom of the bay, and soon left behind them the 
green shores of ancient Favonia. 
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.And firat Uiej tott<^ied at two smaU idands wliieh lie nearly 
opposite Comiminipaw, and which are said to haye heen brought 

into existence about the time of the great irruption of the Hudson, 
when it broke throng the Highlands and made its way to the 
ocean.* For in this trwendonB uproar of the waters, we are 
told that many huge fragments of rock and land were rent ih>m 
the mountains and swept down by this runaway river, for sixty 
or seventy miles ; where some of them ran aground oiNhe shoals 
just opposite CJommunipaw, and formed the Identical islands in 
question, while others drifted out to sea, and were never heard of 
morel A sufficient proof of the fact is, that the rock which 
forms the bases of these islands is exactly sinular to that of the 
Highlands, and moreover one of onr philosophers, who has 
diligently compared the agreement of their rcBpective surfaces, 
has even gone so far as to assure me, in confidence, that Gibbet 
Island was originally nothing more nor less than a wart on 
Anthony's nose.t 

Leaving these wonderful little isles, they next coasted by 
Govemor's I&Iandi since terrible from its drowning fortress and 
grinning batteries. They would by no means, however, land 

* It is a matter long idnce ettablithed by eertahi of oar philoBophen, that 
is to say, hawng been often adraneed* and never oontradieted, it has grown 
to be pietty nigh eqnal to a settled fiet» that tbe Hndaon was oti^nal^ a 
lake dammed up by the moontains of tbe ffig^anda In proeeaa of time, 

however, becoming very mighty and obetreperous, and the mountains waxing 
pursy, dropsical, and weak in the back, by reason of their extreme old age, 
it ETuddenly roac upon them, and after a violent struggle effected its escape. 
This is said to have come to pase in very remote time, probably before that 
rivers had lost the art of running up hill. The foregoing is a theoiy in which 
i do not pietend to be skilled, notwithatanding that I do fiiUy give it my beiieU 
t A promontoiy in tlie Highlands. 
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apon tbtB ifllaad, amoe they doubted moch ii mi|^ be the abode 

of demons and Bpirits, whicli in those daja did greatly abonnd 
throughout this savage iuid pugan country* 

Just at this time a ahoaL of joUy porpoiaes came rolling and 
tumbling by, turning up their sleek ddes to the sun, and spouting 
up the briny element in sparkling showers. No sooner (lid the 
sage Oloffe mark this tlian he was greatly rejoiced. ThiSy" 
exdaimed^he, ^if I mistake *noty angois well — the poiprase is a 
fat, well-conditioned flsh— a burgomaster among fishes — his looks 
betoken ease, plenty, and prosperity — I greatly admire this 
round fat fish, and doubt not but this is a hi^pj omen of the 
success of onr undertaking.'' So saying, he directed his squadron 
to steer in the track ul tli< -i akleniian fishes. 

Turning, therefore, directly to the left, they swept up the - 
strait yulgariy called the £ast Biver. And here the rapid tide 
which courses tbroogh this strait^ seizing on the gallant tub in 
which Commodurc Vmi Ivoiliaiidi had embarked, hurried it foi^ 
ward with a velod^ unparalleled in a Dutch boat, navigated by 
Dutchmen ; insomuch that the good commodare, who had all his 
life long been accustomed only to the drowsy navigation of eanals, 
was more than ever convinced that they were in the hands of 
some supematnral power, and that the jolly poipoises were 
towing them to some fidr haven that was to fulfill all their wishes 
and expectations. 

Thus bom away by the resistless current, they doubled that 
boisterous point of land since called Corleai^s Hook,* and leav- 
ing to the right the rich winding cove of the Wallabout, they 
drifted into a magnificent expanse of water, surrounded by 

* Fh^pedy spelt hoeek, (i. e. a point of land.) 
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pleasant shores, whose verdure was exceedingly refreshing to 
tlie eye. Wliile the voyagers were looking around them, on 
what they oooceived to he a serene and swrny lake, they beheld 
at a distance a crew of painted savi^es, hnsily employed in 
iisiiing, who seemed more Uke the genii of this romantic region — • 
their slender canoe ti^^tly bahinced like a fealher on the ondular 
ting finr&ce of the bay. 

At sight of these the hearts of die lieroes of Conimimipaw were 
not a little troubled. But, as good fortune would have it, at the 
bow of the commodore's boat was stationed a veiy valiant man, 
named Hendrick Kip, (which being interpreted, means chiekenj a 
name given him iu token of his courage.) No sooner did he behold 
these varlet heathens than he trembled with excessive valor, and 
although a good half mile distant, he seized a musketoon that lay 
at hand, and turning away his head, fired it most intrepidly in 
the face of the blessed sun. The blundering weapon r(;coiled 
and gave the valiant Kip an ignominious kick, which laid him 
prostrate with uplifted heels in the bottom of the boat. But 
such was the eflect of this tremendous fire, that tlie wild men of 
the woods, struck with consternation, seized hastily upon tlieir 
paddles, and shot away into one of the deep inlets of the Long 
Island shore. 

This signal victory gave new spirits to the voyagers, and 
in honor of the achievement they gave ihe name of the val- 
iant S3p to the surrounding bay, and it has continued to be 

called Ku''s Bay from that time to the present. The lieart oi' 
the good Van Kortlandt — who, liaving no land of his own, was a 
great admirer of other people's— expanded to the full size of a 
pepper-corn at the sumptuous prospect of rich unsettled country 
around him, and falling into a delicious revery, he straightway 

5* 
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began to nol in the poflseasion of tuI meadows of salt naidi and 

interminable patclics of cabbapres. From this delectable vision 
he was ail at once awakeiied by tlir gudden turmug of the tide^ 
which wonld soon have hurried him from this land of promia^ 
had not the discreet navigator given signal to atear for shore ; 
where they acrurdingly landed hard by the rocky heights of 
Bellevue — that happj reireaty where our jolly aldermen eat for 
the good of the dty^ and latten the turtle that are sacrificed on 
civic solemnities. 

Here, seated on the green-sward, b)' the side of a small 
stream that ran sparkling among the grass, they refreshed tbem« 
selves after the toils of the seas, hj feasting lustily on the ample 
stores wiiirk thry had ])r()vid{.'d for this perHous voyaa^e. Thus 
having well Ibrtified their deliberative powers, th< y t<'ll into an 
earnest consultation, what was farther to be done. This was the 
first council dinner ever eaten at Bellevue i v Christian burgfaerSy 
iuid here, iis tradition relates, did originate the great family fend 
between the Uardenbroecks and the Tenbroecks, which after- 
wards had a singular influence on the building of the dty. The 
sturdy Ilardenbroeck, whose eyes liail been wondrously delighted 
with the salt marshes which s])r(".'i(l their recking bosoms along 
the coast, at the bottom of Kip's Bay, counseled by all means to 
return thither, and found the intended city. This was strenuously 
opposed by tlie unbending Ten Broeek, mid many testy arguments 
passed between them. The particulars of this controversy have 
not reached us, which is ever to be lamented ; this much is cer- 
tain, that the sage Oloffe pnt an end to the dis[)ut(\ ])y determin- 
ing to explore still farther in the route wliich the mysterious 
poipoises had so clearly pointed out— whereupon the sturdy 
Tough Breeches abandoned the expedition, took possession of a 
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neighboring hill, mid in a fit of great wrath peopled all that tnMSt 

of country, which has continued to be inhabited by the Harden- 
broecks onto this very day. 

By this time the jolly Phioelius, like some wanton uidun 
sporting on the side of a green hill, began to roll down the decli- 
vity of the heavens ; and now, the tide having once more turned 
in their favor^ the Fayonians agiin oommitted thamselves to 
its diacretioB, and ooasting aUmg the western shores, were borne 
towards the straits of BluckweH's Island. 

And here the capricious wanderings of the current occasioned 
not a little marvel and perplexity to these iUostrions mariners. 
Now would they, be caught by the wanton eddies, and, sweeping 
round a jutting point, would wind deep into some romantic little 
eove, that indented the fair island of Manna-hatta; now were 
they hurried narrowly by the very bases of impending rocks, 
mantled with the flaunting grape-vine, and cruwaed with groves 
which threw a broad shade on the waves beneath ; and anon they 
were borne away into the mid-channel and wafted along with a 
rapidity that very much discomposed the sage Van Eortlandt, 
who, as he saw the land swiltiy receding on either side, began 
exceedingly to doubt that terra firma was giving them the slip. 

Wherever the voyagers turned their eyes, a new creation 
seemed to bloom around. No signs of human thrift appeared to 
check the delicious wildness of nature^ who here reveled in all 
her luxuriant variety. Those hills, now bristled, like the fretful 
porcupine, with rows of poplars, (vain upstart plants ! minions of 
wealth and fashion !) were then adorned with the vigorous na- 
tives of the soil ; the lordly oak, the generous chestnut, the grace- 
ful ehn— while here and there the tulip-tree reared its majestic 
head, the giant of the forest Where now are seen the gay 
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retrats of luxury — ^villas half buried in twilipilit bowers, wlionoe 

the amorous llute oft brcatlit s the aighingb ot some city ^wiiin — 
there the fish-hawk boiU hu soUtaty nest, on iome dry tree that 
oyerlooked his watery domaiik The timid deer fed undistaibed 
along those shores now hallowed by the lover^s moonfight walk, 
aud printed by the :>ieuder foot of beauty ; and a savage solitude 
extended over those happy regions, where now are reared the 
stately towers of tibe Joneses, Ihe Sobennerfaones, and the Bhine- 
landers. 

Thus gliding in silent wonder through Uiese new and unknown 
scenes, the gallant squadron of Pavonia swept by the foot of a prv^ 
montory, which strutted forth boldly into the waves, and seemed 

to frown upoii ilmin m they brawled against its base. This is 
the bluff well known to modem mariners by the name of Gracie's 
point, from the fair castle which, like an elephant, it carries upon 
its back. And here broke upon their view a wild ami varied 
prospect, where land and water were beauieously intermingled, as 
though they had combined to heighten and set off each other's 
chaims. To their right lay the sedgy point of Blackwell's Island, 
drest ia the fresh garniture of iiving green — beyond it stretched 
the pleasant coast of Sundswick, and the small harbor well known 
by the name of Hallet's Cove — a place intoious in latter days, 
by reason of its being the huuui ui' pirates wlio infest these seas, 
robbing orchards and watermelon patches, and insulting gentle- 
men navigators, when voyaging in their pleasure boats. To the 
left a deep bay, or rather creek, gracefully receded between 
Fhoros fringed w ith ibresls, and forming a kind of vista, through 
which were beheld the silvan regions of Haerlem, Morrissaniay 
and East Chester. Here the eye reposed with delight on a 
richly wooded counuy, diversified by tufted knolls, shadowy in- 
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temlBy and waying lines of iqpknGl, sweUing above eaeh other ; 
wMe over the ^ole^ the purple misfes of bpring dlffiued a hae 

of soft voluptuousness. 

Just before them the grand course of the stream, making a 
Budden bend, woimd among embowered promontories and shores 
of emerald verdure, that seemed to mdt into the wave. A char- 
acter of gentleness and mild fertility prevailed around. The son 
had just desoeoded, and the thin haze of twilight, like a transpa- 
rent veil drawn over the bosom of vixfpn. beauly, heightened the 
charms which, it half concealed. 

Ah I witching scenes of foul delusion I Ah I hapless voj- 
agers, gazing with simple wonder on these Circean shores I Sueh, 
alas ! are they, poor easy souls, who listen to the seductions of 
a wicked world — treacherous are its smiles ! fatal its caresses. 
He who yields to it.s enticements launches upon a whelming tide, 
and trusts his feeble bark among the dimpling eddies of a whirl- 
pool I And thus it fared with the worthies of Favoniay who, little 
mistrusting the guileful scene before them, drifted quietly on, 
until they were aroused by an uncommon tossiiig and agitation 
of their vessels. For now the late dimpling current began to 
brawl around them, and the waves to boO and foam with horrific 
fury. Awakened as if from a dream, the astonished Olofie 
bawled aloud to put about, but his woids were lost amid the 
roaring of the waters. And now ensued a scene of direful con- 
sternation. At one time they were borne with dreadful velocity 
among tumultuous breakers ; at another, hurried down boisterous 
rapids. Now thej were nearly dashed upon the Hen and Chick- 
ens; (in&mous rooks t— more voracioas than Seylla and her 
whelps ;) and auon they seemed sinking into yawning gulfs, that 
tlireatened to entomb them beneath the waves. All the elements 
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oomlnned to prodnoe a bideoiui confbsioii. The mien failed— « 
the winds bowled — and as they were hmried along, several of" 

the astoiiished mariners beheld the rocks and trees of the neigh- 
boring Bhores driying through the air 1 

At length the mighty tub of CSommodore Van EbiUaadt was 
drawn into tlie vortex of tliat tremendous wliirl|)o<jl called the 
Pot, where it was whirled about in giddy mazes, until the senses 
of the good oonunander and hie crew were overpowered hj the 
horror of the Boene^ and the strangeness of the revolution. 

How the gallant squadron of Pavonia was snatched Irom the 
jaws of this modem Chaiybdis, has never been truly made known^ 
foot so many survived to tell the tale, and, what is still more won- 
derful, told it in so many different ways, that there has ever pre- 
vailed a great variety of opinions on the subject. 
^ As to the commodore and his crew, when lliey came to their 

senses they fonnd themselves stranded on the Long Island shore. 
The worthy eoinniudui e, indeed, used to relate many and wonder- 
ful Stories of his adventures in this time of peril; how that he 
saw spectres flying hi the aur, and hieaid the yelling of bobgobluiB, 
and put his hand into the pot when they were whirled round, and 
found the water scalding hot, and beheld several uncouth looking 
beings seated on rocks and skimming it with huge ladles — but par- 
ticularly he declared with great exultation, that he saw Ae losel 
porpoises, which had betrayed them into tliis peril, some broiling 
on the Gridiron and others hissing on the Frying-pan I 

These, however, were considered by many as mere phanta- 
sies of the commodore, while he lay in a trance ; especially as 
lie was luiown to be ^ven to dreaming; and the truth of them 
has never been clearly ascertained. It is certain, however^ 
that to the acommts of Oloflfe and bis followers fliay be traced fiie 
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various traditions handed down of this marvelous strait^ — as liow 
the devil has been seen there, sitting astride of the Hog's Back 
and pUiTing on the fiddle-^how he broils fish there before a storm ; 
and many other stories, in which we must be cantioas of putting 
too much faith. In consequence of all these terrific circumstances, 
the Favonian commander gave this pass the name of HeUe-^aty or 
as it has been interpreted, HeSl-CktU^ which it continues to bear 
at the present day* 

* This is a narrow strait in the Sound, ai ilie distance of six miles above 
Kew- York. It is daageroas to t'hipping, unleas under the care of skillful pilotB, 
by reason of nnmeroos rocks, shelves, and whirlpools. These have received 
sundry appellatkms, such as the Gridiron, Frying«|»an, Hog's Back» Pot, 4^., 
and are very violent and turbulent at eertain times of tide. Certain mealy- 
mouthed men, of squeamish e<Hisciences, who are lodi to give the Devil Ins 
doe, have softened the above characteiistio name into JSTairl-gate, forsooth! 
Let those take care how they venttn« into the Gate, or tfiey may be hurled 
into the Pot before they are awafe oi it. Tue luiine cf this EiraiL, as given 
by our author, is supported by the map in Vandt-r Donck a inbtory, published in 
1656 — by Ogilvie's History of America, 1671 — as also by a journal still ex- 
tant, written in the 16th century, and to be found in Hazard's State Papers. 
And an old MS. written in French, speaking of varioos alterations in nsmet 
about this city> observes, *< De ifeUe-gaf troa d'Enfer, ils ont 6it Udl-gaU, 
Porte d'Enfer." 
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HOW TH£ HEEOES OF COMMUNIFAW BETUBNED SOMEWHAT 
WIBBB THAK THET WENT — AND HOW THB 8AOB OLOITE 
DREAMED A DREAM — ^AND THE DBEAM THAT HE DBBAMBD* 

TBe <lftrkne<w of night liad closed upon this disastxcos day, and 

a doleful night was it to the shipwrecked Pavonians, whose ears 
were incessjtntly assailed with the raging of the elements, and the 
howling of the hobgoblins that infested this perfidions strait. But 
when the morning dawned, the horrors of the preceding evening 
had passed away, rapids, breakers, and whirlpooln had disappeared, 
the stream again ran smooth and dimpling, and having changed 
its tide, rolled gentlj hack, towards the quarter where lay their 
much-regretted home. 

The wo-begone heroes of Communipaw eyed each other with 
rueful countenances ; their squadron had been totally dispersed by 
the late disafiter* Some were cast upon the western shore, where, 
headed by one Ruleff Hopper, they took possession of all the 
country lying about the six mile stone ; which is held by the Hop- 
pers at this present writing. , ^ 

The Waldrons were driven by stress of weather to a distant 
coast, where, havinjx with them a jug of genuine liulkinds, they 
were enabled to conciliate the savages, setting up a kind of 
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tavern ; whence, it is said, did spring the fair town of Ilaer- 
lem, in which their descendants have ever since continued to be 
reputable pnbUcans. Ab to the SaydamBy they were thrown 
upon the Long hUaaid coast, and may still be firand in those 
parts. But the most singular luck attended the great Ten 
Broeck, who, falling oveilftoard, was miraculously preserved from 
amkixig by the multitude of his nether gannents. Thus buoyed 
up, he floated on the wares like a merman, or like an angler's 
dobber, until he landed safely on a rock, where he was found the 
next morning busily diying his many breedies in the sunshine. 

I forbear to treat of the long consultation of Oloffe with his 
rLniLiiiiiiig iulluwers, iii wliieii they determined that it would 
never do to found a city in so diabolical a neighborhood. Suffice 
it in nmple brevity to say that they (mce more committed them- 
selves, with fear and trembling, to the briny element, and steered 
their course back again through the scenes of their yesterday's 
voyage, determined no longer to roam in search of distant sites, 
but to settle themselves down in the marshy regions of Favonia. 

Scarce, however, had they gained a distant view of Commimi- 
paw when they were encountered by an obstinate eddy which 
opposed their homeward .voyage* Weary and dispirited as they 
were, they yet tugged a feeble oar agamst the stream ; until, as 
if to settle the strife, half a score of potent billows rolled the tub 
of Commodore Van Kortlandt high and diy on the long point of 
an island which divided the bosom of the bay. 

Some pretend that these billows were sent by old Neptune to 
strand the expedition on a spot whereon was to be founded bis 
strong-hold in this western world: others more pious, attribute 
eveiy thing to the guardianship of the good St Nicholas ; and 
after events will be found to corroborate ilds opinion, Oloffe 
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Van Kortlandl was a deT<mi trencheniuui. Erery repast waa 

a kiiid of religious rite with him ; and his tliought on 

finding Mm once more on dry ground, was how he should 
oontriye to celehrato his wonderM escape fWm Hell-gate and all 
its horrors by a solemn banquet. The stores which had been 
provided tor the voyage by the good^houscwives of Commuui- 
paw were nearly exhausted, but, in casting his eyes about, the 
commodore beheld that the shore abonnded with oysten. A 
great store of these was instantly collected ; a fire was made at 
the foot of a tree; all hands fell to roahliug and broiling and 
stewing and fiying, and a sumptuous repast was soon set forth* 
This is thought to be the origin of those eivic feasts with which, 
to the present day, all our pul»lic affairs are celebrated, and ia 
which the oyster is ever sure to play an important part 

On the present occasion the worthy Van Korthmdt was 
observed to be particularly zealous in his devotions to the 
trencher; for having the cares of the expedition especially 
committed to his care, he deemed it incumbent on him to eat 
profoundly for the public good* In proportion as he filled himself 
to the very brim with the dainty viands before him, did the 
heart of this excellent burgher rise up towards his throat, until 
he seemed crammed and ahnost choked with good eating and 
good nature. And at such times it is, when a man's heart is in his 
throat, that he may more truly be said to speak from it, and Lis 
speeches abound with kindness and good fellowship. Thus 
having swallowed the last possible morsel, and washed it down 
with a fervent potation, Olofie felt his heart yearning, and his 
whole frame in a manner dilating with unhoiuided benevolence. 
Everything around him seemed excellent and delightful ; and 
laying his hands on each side of his capacious peripher]|^ and 
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roQing his half closed eyes around on the beautiful diversity of 
land and water before himy he exclaimed, in a fiit half smothered 
voice, ^Whal a charming prospect!" The words died away in 
his throat — he seemed to ponder on the fair scene for a moment 
^his eyelids heavily clewed oyer their orbs — ^his head droo[HMl 
upon his bosom — he slowly sank upon the green tnrfi and a deep 
sleep stole gradually over him. 

And the sage Oloffe dreamed a dream — and lo, the good St>. 
Kicholas came riding over the tops of the trees, in that self- 
same wagon wherein he brings his yearly presents to children, 
and he descended bard by where the heroes of Conmmnipaw 
had made their late repast. And he lit his pipe by the fire, 
and sat himself down and smoked; and as he smoked the 
smoke from his pipe ascended into the air and spread like a 
ciuud uvcilicad. And Oloffe bcthou<]rht him, and he luistened 
and climbed up to the top of one of the tallest trees, and saw 
that the smoke spread over a great extent of country — and as he 
considered it more attentively, he fancied that the great Tdume 
of smoke assumed a variety of marvelous forms, where in dim 
obscuriQr he saw shadowed out palaces and domes and lofty 
spires, all of which lasted but a moment, and then Aided away, 
until the whole rolled off, and nothing but the green woods were 
left. And when St Nicholas had smoked his pipe, he twisted it 
in his hat-band, and laying his finger beside his nose» gave the 
astonished Van Kortlandt a very significant look, then mounting 
his wagon, he returned over the tree-tops and disappeared. 

And Van Kortlandt awoke irom his sleep greatly instructed^ 
and he aroused his companions^ and related to them his dream, 
and interpreted it, that it was the will of St Nicholas that they 
should settle down and build the city here. And that the smoke 
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of the pipe was a type bow vart would be the extent of the 
city ; inasmuch as the Yolomes of its smoke would spread oyer a 

wide extent of country. And they all with one voice assented 
to this interpretation excepting Mynheer Tea Broeck, who 
dedared the meaning to be that it would be a dtj whereiii a 
litde fire would oecaskm a great smoke, or in other words, a yery 
vaporing little city — both which interpretatioua have strangely 
come to pass I 

The great object of their periloos ezpeditiony thereforey bemg 
thus happily accomplished, the yoyagers returned merrily to 

Communipaw, where they were received with great r^oicings. 
And here calling a general meeting of all the wise men and the 
dignitaries of Fayonia, thej related the whole history of their 
yoyage, and of the dream of Oloffe Yan Kbrtlandt. And the 
people lifted up their voices and bicased tlic good St. Nicholas^ 
and fiom that tune forth the sage Van Kortlandt was held in 
more honor than eyer, for his great talent at dreaming, and was 
pronounced a mobt useful ciuzeii and a right good man — when 
he waa asleep. 
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coiiTAiimr0 Air attempt at bttmoloot—- and ov the fouhd* 

ING OF TUE GREAT CllY OF NEW-AMSTEllDAM. 

Tbb origmal name of the island whereon Ihe flquadron of Com- 

munipaw was thus propitiously thrown, is a matter of some 
dispute, and has already undergone considerahle vitiation — a 
melaneholj proof of the hustabOitj of all sahlunaiy thingsy and 
the yanity of aH our hopes of lasting fame ; for who ean expect 
his name will live to posterity, when even the names of mighty 
klaada are thus soon lost in contradiction and uncertain^ I 

The name most current at the present day, and which is Uke* 
wise countenaiicid by tlic great historian Vander Donck, is 
Manhattan; which is said to have originated in a custom 
among the squaws, in the early settlement of wearing men's 
hats, as is still done among many tribes. " Hence,** as we are 
told by an old governor who was somewhat of a wag, and 
flourished almost a centuxy since, and had paid a visit to the wits 
of Philadelphia, hence arose the appellation of man-hatFon, 
first given to the Indians, and afterwards to the island " — a stupid 
joke I — ^but well enough for a governor. 

Among the more Tenerable sources of information on this sub* 
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je( t, is that valuable history of the American possessions, written 
hy MfkBtor Richard Blooia, in 1687, wherein it is called Manha- 
dnes and Manahanent ; nor must I forget the excellent litde book, 
full of precious matter, of that authentic historian, John Jossel^Ti, 
Grent., who expressly calls it Manadaes. 

Another etymology still more ancient, and sanctioned by the 
countenance of our ever to be lamented Dutch ancestors, is that 
found in certmn letters still exant ;* which passed between the 
early governors and their neighboring powers, wherein it is called 
indifferendy Mbnhattoes— Hunhatos, and Manhattoes, which are 
evidently unimportant variations of the same name ; for our wise 
forefathei*3 set little store by those niceties either in orthography 
or orthoepy, which form the sole study and ambition of many 
learned men and women of this hypercritical age. This last 
name is said to be derived from the great Indian spirit I\lanotho ; 
who was supposed to make this island his favorite abode, on ac- 
count of its uncommon delij^ts. For the Indian traditions affirm 
that the bay was once a transludd lake, filled wiih t^rer and 
golden fish, in the midst of which lay this beautiful island, covered 
with every variety of firuits and flowers ; but that the sudden ir- 
ruption of the Hudson laid waste these blissful scenes, and Mane- 
tho took his flight beyond the great waters of Ontario. 

These, however, are very fabulous legends, to which very 
cantiottB credence mnst be given ; and though I am wilUng to ad- 
mit the last quoted orthography of the name as very fit tot prose, 
yet is there another which I peculiarly delight in, as at once poeti- 
cal, melodious, and signilicant — and which we have on the autho- 
rity of Master Juet ; who, in his account of the voyage of the 
great Hudscnii calls this Mahna-hatA'— that is to say, the island 

• Vid« Hanrd's Coi Stttt, Fkp. 
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of manna — or, in other words^ a land flowing with milk and 
honef. 

StiU my deference ta the learned obliges me to DOtioe the 

opinion of the worthy Dominie Heckwelder, which ascribes the 
name to a great drunken bout held on the island by the Dutch 
discovererBi whereat they made certain of the natives most eztad- 
cally drank for the first time in their fives ; who, being delighted 
with their jovial entertaiimient gave the place the name of Man- 
nabattanink ; that is to say. The Island of JoUy Topers: a name 
which it coutinaes to merit to the present day.* 

• M8S. of the Rev. John HeekwcMer, in Ifae arohives of tfa« New-Tfuk 
HiBtorical Societf. 
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HOW 'SBB PEOPLE OF PATOMIA MXGBATED FBOK GOICMUKIPAW 
TO THE I8LJLHD OF l[ANNA-iBATA«*AKD HOW OLOFFE TBB 
BBEAMBB PBOYBD HIMBELF ▲ GBBAT LAND SFBCULATOB. 

It haying been solemiily leflolyed tliat the seat of empire should 
be removed from the green shores of Payonia to the pleasant 

isl<aiid of Manna-hata, every body was anxious to embark under 
the Btandurd oi OioH'e the Dreamer, and to be among the first 
sharere of the pionused land* A day was appointed for the 
grand migration, and on that day little Communipaw was in a 
buzz and a bustle like a hive in swarming time. Houses were 
turned inside out and stripped of the venerable furniture which 
had come from Holland; all the commnnityy great and small, 
black and white, man, woman, and child, was in commodon, fbrm- 
ing lines from the houses to the water side, like lines of ants from 
an ant-hill; every body laden with some article of household 
furniture ; while busy housewives plied backwards and forwards 
along the lines, helping every thing forward by the nimbleness of 
their tongues. 

By degrees a fleet of boats and canoes were piled up with 
all lands of household articles: ponderous tables; chests of 

drawers resplendent with brass ornaments ; quaint corner cup- 
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boards ; beds and bedsteads ; witli any quaatitj of pots, kettles, 
£cjuig-paxifl» and Dutch OTons. In eadi boat embarked a whole 
family, from the robostious burgher down to the cats and dogs 

and little negroes. In this way they set off acio^s the mouth 
of the Hudson, under the guidance of Olofie the Dreamer, who 
hoisted his standard on the leading boat. 

This memorable migration took place on the first of May, 
and was long cited in tradition as the grand moving. The an- 
niyeraary of it was piooslj obsenred among the ^ sons of the pil- 
giims of Communipaw/* bj turning their houses topsy-turyy and 
carrying all the furniture tkiough the streets, in emblem of tlie 
awarming of the parent hive ; and this is the real origin of tlie 
mdversal agitation and " moving" bj which this most restless of 
diaes is literally turned out of doors on every May day. 

As the little squadron from Commnmpaw drew near to the 
shores of Mannarhata, a sach^ at the head of a band of warri- 
ors, appeared to oppose their landing. Some of the most zealous 
of the pilgrims were for chastising this insolence with powder and 
ball, according to the approved mode of discoverers ; but the sage 
Oloffe gaye them the significant sign of St* Nicholas, laying his 
finger beside his nose and wiidJng hard with one eye ; where* 
upon his followers perceived that there was something saga<^ious 
in the wind. He now addressed the Indians in the blandest 
teims ; and made such temptmg display of beads, hawks' bells, 
and red blankets, that he was soon permitted to land, and a great 
land speculation ensued. And here let me give the true story of 
the original purchase of the site of this renowned city, about which 
so much has been said and written* Some affirm that the first 
cost wab but bixty guilders. The learned Dominie Heck^ 

6 
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irdder records a traditioa* that the Dutch discovererri bargained 
fbr only so much land as the hide of a bollock would eo¥er ; but 
that they cat the hide in strips no thieker than a child's finger, 
so as to take in a large portion of land, and to tiike in the 
Indians into the bargain. This, however, is an old fable which 
the worthy Dominie may have borrowed from antiquity. The true 
version is, that Olofie Van Kortlandt bargained for just so much 
land as a man could cover with his nether garmeuU. The terms 
being concluded, he produced his iriend Mynheer Tenbroeck, 
as the man whose iMneeehes were to be used in measurement 
The simple savages, whose ideas of a man's nether ganneutij had 
never expanded beyond the dimensions of a breech doot, stared 
with astonishment and dismay as they beheld this bn]bous-bot> 
tomed burgher peeled Uke an onion, and breeches after breeches 
spread forth over the land until they covered the actual site of 
this venerable city. 

This is the true history of the adroit bargain by which the 
island of Manhattan v. ik^ bought fur sixty guilders ; and in cor- 
roboration of it I will add, that Mynheer Ten Breeches, for his 
Bervices on this memorable occasion, was elevated to the office 
of land measurer; whkfa be ever afterwards exercised in the 
colony. 

• MSS.of the RcY. John ileckweider ; New- York Historical Society. 
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OV THE FOTJMBING AND KAMINa OF THB NEW CITT; OF THE 

CITY ARMS ; AND OF THE DIREFUL FEUD BETWEEN TEN 
BREECHES AND TOUGH BBEECHES. 

The land being thus fairly purchased of the Indians, a circum- 
stance very unusual in the history of colonization^ and strongly 
illustratiye of the honesty of our Dutch progenitors, a sUM^ade 
fort and trading house were forthwith erected on an eminence in 
firont oi' the place where the good St. ^Nicholas had appeared in 
a vision to Oloffe the Breamer; and which, as has already been 
observed, was the identical place at present known as the Bowling 
Green. 

Around this fort a progeny of little Dutch-built houses, with 
tiled roofs and weathercocks, soon sprang up, nestling themselves 
under its walls for protection, as a brood of half-fledged chickens 
nestiie nnder the wings of the mother hen. The whole was sur- 
rounded by an indosure of strong palisadoes, to guard against any 
sudden irruption of the savages. Outside of these extended the 
corn-fields and cabbage-gardens of the community ; \\ itli here and 
there an attempt at a tobacco plantation ; all covering those tracts 
of country at present called Broadway, Wall-street, WilHamrStreet 
and Pearl-street. 
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I miiat not omit to mendon that in portiomng out the land, « 

goodly "bowerie" or farm wiv» uIIoUlmI to the sage Olofte in 
consideration of the service he had rendered to the public hj 
his talent at dreaming; and the site of his ^bowerie " is known 

by the name ui Kortlaudt (or Courllaudt) street to the present 
day. 

And now the infiint settlement having advanced in age and 
stature, it was thought high time it should receive an honest Chris* 
tian name. Hitherto it ha*l gone by the original Indian name 
Manna-hata, or as some will have it, The Manhattoes but this 
was now decried as savage and heathenish, and as tending to 
keep up the memory of the pagan brood that originally pos- 
sessed it. Many were the consultations held upon the subject^ 
without coming to a conclusion, for though every body condemned 
tlic old name, nobody could invent a new om\ At lengtli, when 
the coundi was almost in despair, a burglier, remarkable for the 
size and squareness of his head, proposed that they should call 
it New- Amsterdam. The proposition took everybody by sur^* 
prise ; it was so striking, so apposite, so ingenious. The name 
was adopted by acclamation, and New- Amsterdam the metropolis 
was thenceforth called. Still, however, the early authors of the 
province comiiiued to call it by the general appe llation of " Tlie 
Manhattoes," and the poets foodly clung to the euphonious name 
of Mannarhala; but those are a kind of folk whose tastes and no- 
tions should go for nothing in matters of this kind. 

Having thus provided the embryo city with a name, the next 
was to give it an armorial bearing or device, as some^ cities have 
a rampant lion, others a soaring eagle ; emblematical, no doubt, 
of the valiant and high-flying qualities of the inhabitants : so after 
mature deliberation a sleek beaver was emblasoned on the city 
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standard as indicative of the amphibious origin^ and patient^ per 
8€fFeriiig habits of the New-AmsterdammeEB. 

The thriTing state of the settlement and the vapid increase of 
houses soon made it necessary to arrange some plan upon which 
the city should be built ; but at the verj first oonsultation held on 
the sabjecty a violent discussian arose ; and I mention it willLnmch 
sorrowing as being the first altercation on record in the councils 
of New^ Amsterdam. It was, in fact, a breaking forth of the 
gradge and heart-burning that had existed between those two 
eminent bnrghers, Mynheers Tenbroe<^ and Hardenbroeck, ever 
since their unhiipf)y dispute on the coast of Bellcvue. The 
great Hardenbroeck iiad waxed very wealthy and powerful, from 
his domains, which embraced the whole chain of Apoleaa movuir 
tains that stretched along the golf of Eip*s Bay, and fiom part 
of which his descendiiiits liave been expelled in latter ages by the 
powerfiil clans of the Joneses and the Schermerhoms* 

An ingenious plan for the dty was offered bj Kynheer Haiden- 
broe<^) who proposed that it should be cut up and intersected by 
canals, alter the manner of the most admired cities in Holland. 
To this Mynheer Tenbroeck was diametrically opposed, suggest- 
ing in place thereof, that they should run out docks and wluures, 
by means of piles dri\ cu into the bottom of the river, on which 
the town should be built. By these means,*' aaid he, triumph* 
antly, shall we rescue a considerable space of territory from 
tBese immense rivers, and bidld a cily that shall rival Amster- 
dam, Venice, or any ampliibious city in Europe." To this propo- 
sition, Hardenbroeck (or Tough Breeches) replied, with a IooIl 
of as much scorn as he could possibly assume. He cast the ut- 
most censure upon the plan of his antagonist, as beino: preposte- 
rous, and against the very order of things, as he would leave to 
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every tnie HoUaoder. For what,*' said he, is a town witiioiit 
Cfuiak ? — it IB like a bodj without yeSiiB and arteries, and mii0t 

perMi fcMT want of a free circulation of the vital fluid." — Ten 
Breeches, on the contrary, retorted witli a sarcasm upon his antago- 
nist, who was somewhat of an arid, dry-boned habit ; he zemarked, 
that as to the cireolatioiiof the blood being necessary to existenee, 
Mynheer Tough Breeches was si li\ing contradiction to his own 
assertion ; for every body knew there had not a drop of blood 
cveolated throagh his wind-dried carcase for good ten years, 
and yet there was not a greater busy-body in the whole colony. 
Personalities have seldom much effect in makuig converts in argu- 
ment—nor have I ever seen a man convinced of error by being 
coniricted of deformity. At least sudi was not the case at pre- 
sent If Ten Breeches was very happy in sarcasm, Tough 
Breeches, who was a sturdy little man, and never gave up tha 
last word, rejoined with increasing spirit — Ten Breeches had the 
advantage of the greatest volttbOity, hut Tough Breeches had 
that invaluable coat of mail in argument called obstinacy — Ten 
]>r< ( ches had, therefore, the most mettle, but Tough Breeches 
the best bottom — so that though Ten Breeches made a dreadful 
Mattering about his ears, and battered and belabored him with 
hard words and sound arguments, yet Tough Breeches hun^r on 
most resolutely to the last They parted, therefore, as is usual uk 
all arguments where both parties are in the right, without coming 
to any conclusion — but they hated each other most heartily for 
ever afler, and a similar breach with that between tli» ! ( uses of 
Copulet and Montague, did ensue between the fiunilies of Tea 
Breedies and Tough Breedies. 

I would not fatigue my reader with these dull matters of fact, 
but that my duty as a faithful historian, require:^ tliat I should be 
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particular — and in tnitk^ as I am now treatijag of the chticai period, 
when oar city, like a young twi^ first received ibe twists and 

turns which have since contributed to give it its present pictareaqne 
in*egularity, I cannot be too minute in detailing their first causes. 

After tiie unhappy altercation I liave just mentioned, I do not 
find that any thing fivther was said on the subject worthy of being 
FL ( orded. The council, consis^g of the largest and oldest heads 
in the community, met regularly once a week, to ponder on this 
momentous subject ; but, either they were deterred by the war of 
words they had witnessed, or they were naturally averse to the 
exercise of the tongue, and the consc(iuent exercise oi" the brains 
— Hsertain it is, the most profound silence was mamtaiued — the 
question as usual lay on the table— the members quietly smoked 
their pipes, making but few laws, wiAout ever enforcing ajiy, and 
in the meantime the affairs of the settlement went on — as it 
pleased God. 

As most of flie council were but litHe skilled hi the mystery 

of combining pot-hooks and hangers, they determined most judi- 
dously not to puzzle either themselves or posterity with volumi- 
nous records. The secretary, however, kept the minutes of the 
council with tolerable precision, in a large vellum folio, ftstened 
with massy brass clasps ; the journal of each meeting consisted 
but of two Imes, slatittg in Dutch, that <<the council sat this day, 
and smoked twelve pipes, on the affairs of thecolony.**— By which 
it appears that the first settlers di4 not regulate their time by 
hours, but pipes, in the same manner as they measure distances 
in Holland at this very time ; an admirably exact measurement, 
as a pipe in the mouth of a true-born Dutchman is never liable to 
those accidents and irregularities that are continually putting our 
docks out of order* 
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In ibis manner did the proibund council of N ew-Amstebdam 
emokfi^ and dose^ and ponder, from week to week, montli to months 
and year to year, in what manner they Bhoold constraet their in- 
i'iiui settlement — meanwhile, the town took care of itself, and like 
a sturdy brat which is sutfered to run about wild, unshackled by 
cbutB and bandages, and other abominations by whieh your nota- 
ble nurses and sage old women cripple and disfigure the chOdrm 
of men, increased so rapidly in strength and magnitude, that be- 
fore the honest bnigomasters had determined upon a plan, it was 
too kite to put it in execntio n ■ w hereupon they wisely abandoned 
the subject altogether. 
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HOW THE CITY OF NEW-AMSTI UDAM WAXED OBEAT UNDER 
TBB PBOT£CTION OV ST. KICH0I«A8 AND THE AB8KirCX OW 
LAWS AND BTATUTB8. HOW OLOVTB THE DBEAKBK BSOAK 
TO DBBAX OF AUt EXTENSION OF EMPIRE^ AND OF THE 
EFFECT OF HIS DREAMS* 

There is something exceediDgly delusive in thuo looking back, 
throiiLli the long vista of departed years, and catching a glimpae 
of the fairy realms of antiquity. Like a landscape melting 
into distance, they receive a thousand charms from tbeir very 
obscurity, and the fancy delights to fill up their outlines with 
graces and excellences of its own creation. Thus loom on my 
imagination those happier days of ottr city, when as yet New- 
Amsterdam was a mere pastoral town, shrouded in groves of 
sycamores and willows, and surrounded by trackless forests and 
wide-spreading waters^ that seemed to shut out all the cares and 
vanities of a wicked world. 

In those days did this embryo city present the rare and noble 
spectacle of a oommmuty governed without laws ; and thus being 
left to its own course, and the fostering care of Providence, 
increased as rapidly :is though it had been burthened with a 
dozen panniers full of those sage laws usually heaped on the 
backs of yoimg cities — in order to make them grow. And in this 
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particular I p^eatly admire Llic wisdom and sound knowledge of 
human nature, displayed by the sage 01<^e the Dreamer and liis 
fellow legifllaton. For my part, I have not bo bad aa opinion of 
mankind as many of my brother philosophers. I do not think 
poor human nature so sorry a piece of workmanship as they 
would make it out to be ; and as fiur as I have observed, I am 
Iblly satisfied that man, if left to himself, would about as readily 
go rij^ht a« wrong. It is only this eternally sounding in his ears 
that it hi hhi duty to go right, wliich makes him go the very reverse. 
The noUe iadqiendenee of his nature revolts at this intolerable 
tyranny of law, and the perpetual interference <yf officious mo- 
rahty, which are ever besetting liis path with liiiger-posts and 
directions to ''keep to the right, as the law directs and like a 
spirited urchin, he turns directly contraiy, and gallops through 
mud and mire, over hedges and ditclies, merely to shoAV that he 
is a lad of spirit, and out of his leading-strings. And these opin* 
ions are amply substantiated by what I have above said of our 
worthy ancestors ; who never being be-preached and be-lectured, 
and guided and govcrucd by {Statutes and laws and by-laws, as 
are their more enlightened descendants, did one and all demean 
themselves honestly and p(^aceably, out of pure ignorance, or in 
other words— because they knew no better. 

Nor must X omit to record one of the earliest measures of this 
infimt settlement, inasmuch as it shows the piety of our fore^ 
others, and that, like good Christians, they were always ready to 
serve God, after tiiey had first served themselves. Thus, having 
quietly settled themselves down, and provided for their own com- 
fort, fliey bethought themselves of testifying their gratitude to the 
great and good St. Nieholas, for ids protecting care, in guiding 
them to this delectable abode. To this end they built a fair and 
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goodly chapel within the fort, whidi they consecrated to hit 
name; wfaereupon he immediately took the town of New-AB* 
sterdam under his peculiar patronage, and he has ever rtaee 

been, ami I devoutly hope will ever be, the tutelar saint of this 
excellent city. 

At this early period was institated that piovs oeremon j, still 
religiously observed in all our ancient fhmiHes of the right breed, 
of hanging up a stockiDg in the chimney on St. Nicholas eve ; 
which stocking is always found in the morning miraculously 
filled; for die good St. Nicholas has ever been a great giver of 

gifts, pai dcularly to children. 

I am moreover told that there is a little legendary book, 
somewhere extant, written in Low Dutch, which says, that the 
image of this renowned saint, wliich whilom graced the bowsprit 
of the Groede Vrouw, was elevated in front of this ciuipel, in the 
centre of what, in modem days, is called the Bowling Green-nm 
the very spot, in fact, where he appeared in vision to Oloflfe the 
Dreamer. And the legend further treats of divers miracles 
wrought by the mi^tj pipe, which the saint held in his mouth ; 
a whiff of which was a sovereign cure for an indigestion-^ 
an invaluable relic in this colony of brave trenchermen. As, 
however, in spite of the most diligent search, I cannot lay my 
hands upon this little book, I must confess that I entertain con- 
siderable doubt on the subject. 

Thus bcniguly fostered by the good St. Nicholas, the infant 
city thrived apace. Hordes of painted savages, it is true, stiU 
lurked about the unsettled parts of the island. The hunter still 
pitched his bower of skins and bark beside the rills that ran 
through the cool and shady glens, while here and there might be 
seen on some sunny knoU, a group of Indian wigwams, whose 
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smoke arose above the neighboring trees, and floated in the 
transparent atmosphere. A mutual good-will, however, existed 
between these wandering beings and the borghers of New-Am- 
sterdam. Our benerolent forefathers endeavored as much as 

possible to ameliorate their situation, by giving them gin, rum. 
and glass beadfly in exchange for their peltries ; for it seems the 
hand-hearted Datchmen bad ooneeiTed a great friendship for their 
savage neighbors, on account of their being pleasant men to trade 
with, and little skilled in the art of makiug a bargain. 

Now and then a crew of these half human sons of the forest 
would make their appearance in the streets of New-Amsterdam, 
fantastically painted and decorated with beads and flaunting 
feathers, sauntering about with an air of listless indifference^ 
sometimes in the market-place, instructing the little Dutdi boja 
in the use of the bow and arrow — at other times, inflamed with 
liquor, swaggeiing and whooping and yelling about the town like 
so many fiends, to the great dismay <^ all the good wives, who 
would hurry their children into the bouse, fasten the doors, and 
throw water upon the enemy from the garret windows. It is 
worthy of mention here, that our forefathers were very particular 
in holding up these wild men as excellent domestic examples — 
and for reasons that may be gathered from the history of master 
Ogilby, who tells us, that lor the least oflence the bridegroom 
soundly beats his wife and turns her out of doors, and marries 
anodier, insomuch that some of them have every year a new 
wife." Whether this awful example had any influence or not, 
history does not mention ; but it is certain that our grandmothers 
were mirades of fidelity and obedience. 

True it is, that the good understanding between our ancestors 
and their savage neighbors was liable to occasional interruptions, 
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and I have heard my grandmother, who Wiis a very wise old 
woman, and weil versed in the history of theeo parts, tell a long 
story of a winter's eveningy about a batHe between tbe New<*iLin« 
Bterdammers and the Indians, whieh was known by the name of 
the Peach War, and which took place near a peach orchard, in a 
dark gle% which for a long while went by tbe name of Murder^ 
ex^s VaUey* 

The legend of this sylvan war was long current among the 
nurses, old wives, and other ancient chroniclers of the place ; but 
time and impioTement bare almost obliterated both the tradition 
and the soene of battle ; for what was onoe the blood-stained val- 
ley is now in the centre of this populous city, and known by the 
name of Dey-street, 

I know not whether it was to this ^ Peaek war," and the 
aeqnidtions of Indian land which may have grown ont of it, that 
we may ascribe the first seeds of the spirit of " annexation *• 
which now began to manifest themselves. Hitherto the ambition 
of the worthy biu^ers bad been confined to the lovely island <^ 
Manna-hata; and Spiten Devil on the Hudson, and Hell-gate on 
the Sound, were to them the pillars of Hercules, the neplus ultra 
of homan enterprise. Shortly after the Peach war, however, a 
restless spirit was observed among the New-Amsterdammers, 
who began to cast wistfiil looks upon tlie wild lands of their 
Indian neighbors ; for somehow or other wild Indian land always 
looks greener in the eyes ai settlers than the land they occupy. 
It is hinted that Olofie the Dreamer encouraged these notions: 
havinf;, as has been shown, the inherent spirit of n land specula- 
tor, which had been wonderfully quickened and expanded since 
he bad become a land bolder. Many of the common people^ 
wbo had never before owned a foot of land, now began to be 
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difloontented with the town lots which had fSAXen to their shares $ 

others who had snug farms and tobacco plantations, found they 
had not sufficient elbow-room, and began to qnestion the rights of 
the Indians to the vast regions thej pretended to hold^while 
the good Oloffe indulged in magnificent dreams of foreign con- 
quest and great patroonsliipa in the wilderness. 

The result of these dreams were certain exploring esqfieditions 
sent forth in Taiious directions to *'flow the seeds of empire," as 
it was said. The earliest of tliese were conducted by Hans 
Rcinier Oothout, an old navigator famous for the sharpness of 
his vision, who oonld see land when it was quite out of sight to 
ordmary mortals, and who had a spy-glass eovered with a bit 
of tarpauling, with which he could spy up the crookedest river, 
quite to its head waters. He was accompanied by Mynheer 
Ten Breeches, as land measurer, in case of any dispute with the 
Indians. > 

What was the consequence of these exploring expeditions ? 
In a little while we find a frontier post or trading-house called 
Fort Kassan, established far to the south on Dekware Riyer; 
another called Fort Goed IIocp (or Good Hope), on the Varsche 
or Fresh, or Connecticut River ; and another called Fort Aurania 
(now Albany) away up the Hudson River ; while the boundaries 
of the province kept extending on every side, nobody knew 
whither, far into the regions of Terra Incognita. 

Of the boundary feuds and troubles which the ambitious little 
province hionght upon itself hy these indefinite expansions of 
its territory, we shall treat at large in the after pages of this 
eventful history ; sufficient for the present is it to say that the 
sweUing importance of the New-Netheriandsawak^edthe atten- 
tion of the mother country, who findmg it likely to yield mudi 
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which knowing |ieople evince for rich relations. 

But us this opens a new era in the fortunes of Kew-Amster- 
dam, I will here pnt an end to this second book of mj bistorj^ 
and will treat of the maternal policy of the mother oonntrj in 
my next. 
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IN WHICH IS RECORDED THE GOLDEN REIGN OP WOITTER 

TAN TWILLER. 

CHAPTER L 

OP THE RENO>VT»rED WOllTKR VAX TWILLKit, III3 UNl'AUAL- 
I«£L£I> VIHTUES — A& LULEWl&E HIS UNUTT£fiABL£ WISDOM 
IN THE LAW CA8B OV WAKDLB flCOOHHOYBN AKD BARBNT 
BLEEOKEB — AKB THB OBXAT APIfTBATION OF THE PUBLIC 

THEREAT. 

Gbibtous and very much to be commiserated is the task of the 
feeling hiBtoriaii, who writes the history of his naitiye UukL If 

it fall to his lot to be the recorder of calamity or crime, the 
mourniul page is watered with his tears — ^nor can he recall thr 
most prosperous and blissful era, without a melancholy sigh at 
the reflection, thai it has passed away for ever! I know not 
whether it be owing to an immoderate love for the simplicity of 
former timesi m to that certain tenderness of heart incident to all 
sentimental historiaDS ; hut I candidly confess that I cannot look 
back on the happier days of our city, which I now describe, 
without great dejection of spirits. Witli faltering hand do I 
withdraw the curtain of obliTum, that veils the modest merit of 
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our venerable anoestars, and as their figures rise to my mental 

vwion, humble my sell' before their mighty shades. 

Such are mj feelings when I revisit the family mansion of 
the Knlckerhockers, and spend a lonely hour in the chamber 
where liiin*!: the i)ortrait.s of niv forefathers, slirouded in dust, like 
the forms they represent. With pious reverence do I gaze on 
the countenances of those renowned bntghers, who have preceded 
me in the steady march of existence— -whose sober and temperate 
blood now meanders through my veins, flowing blower and t^iower 
in its feeble conduits, until its current shall soon be stopped for 
ever I 

These, 1 say to iiijseli', are but frail nienioritds of the mighty 
men w ho flourished in the days of the imtriarchs; but who, alas, 
have long since mouldered In that tomb, towards which my steps 
are insensibly and irresistibly hastening ! As I pace the dark- 
ened chamber and lose myself in melaucholy mubings, the shad- 
owy images around me almost seem to steal once more into exist- 
ence — their countenances to assume the animation of Hfe — ^their 
eyes to pursue me in evtiry movement! Carried it way b} the 
delusions of fancy, X ahnost imagine myself surrounded by the 
shades of the departed, and holding sweet converse with the 
worthies of antiquity ! Ah, hapless Diedrich ! bom in a degen- 
erate age, abandoned to the bufietings of fortune — stranger and 
a weary pilgrhn in thy native land — Ablest with no weeping wife, 
nor family of helpless children ; but doomed to wander ne^ected 
through those crowded streets, and elbowed by foreign upstarts 
from those fair abodes where once thine ancestors held sovereign 
empire! 

Let me not, however, lose the historian in the man, nor sailer 

the doting recollections of age to overcome me, while dwelling 
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with fond garrulity on the virtuous days of the patriarclis — on 
those sweet days of simplicitj and ease, which neyer more will 
dawn on the lovely island of Manna^iata. 

These melancholy reflections have been forced from mc by 
the growing wealth and unportance of New- Amsterdam, which, 
I plainly peroeiTe, are to involTe it in all kinds of perils and 
disasters. Already, as I obeerved at the dose of my last book, 
they had awakened the attention of the mother country. The 
usual mark of protection shown by mother countries to wealthy 
eolonies was forlhwith manifested ; a goyemor being sent out to 
rule over the province and squeeze out of it as much revenue as 
possible. The arrival of a governor of course put an end to the 
protectorate of Oloffe the Dreamer. He appears, however, to 
have dreamt to some purpose daring his sway, as we find him 
afterwards living as a patroon on ii great landed estate on the 
banks of the Hudson ; having virtually forfeited all right to his 
ancient appellation of Kortlandt or Lackland. 

It was in the year of our Lord 1629 that Mynheer Wbnter 
Van Twiller was appointed governor of the province of Nieuw- 
^ederlandts, under the commission and oontrol of their High 
Mightinesses the Lords States General of the XTnitod Kether* 
lands, and the privileged West India Company. 

This renowned old gentleman arrived at Ncw-Amstei'dam in 
the merry month of June, the sweetest month in all the year ; 
when dan Apollo seems to dance up the transparent firmament— 
when the robin, the thrusli, and a thousand other wanton song- 
sters make the woods to resound with amorous ditties, and the 
luxurious little boblincon revels among the dover blossoms of the 
meadows — all which happy coincidence persuaded the old dames 
of New- Amsterdam, who were skilled in the art of foretelling 
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events, tkat tliis was to be a ix^ppy and prosperuus adminia- 
tration. 

The renowned Wonler (or Walter) Van Twiller, was de- 
scended &om a long line of Datch bnrgomasters, wbo bad 

successively dozed away their lives, and grown fat upon tlie 
bench of magistral^ in Rotterdam; and who had comported 
themselves with sach singular wisdom and propriety, that they 
were never cither heard or talked of — wliich, next to being 
universally applauded, should be the object of ambition of all 
magiBtiates and rulers. There are two opposite ways by which 
some men make a figure in the world ; one by talking faster than 
they think ; and the other by holding their loiigues and not think- 
ing at alL By the first many a smatterer acquires the reputation 
of a man of quick parts ; by the other many a dunderpate, like 
the owl, the stupidest of birds, comes to be considered the very 
type of wisdom. This, by the way, is a casual remark, which I 
would not for the universe have it thought I apply to Governor 
Van Twiller. It is true he was a man shut up within himself, 
like an oyster, and rarely spoke except in mouosjilables ; but 
then it was allowed he seldom said a foolish thing* So invincible 
was his gravity that he was never known to laugh or even to 
smile through the whole course of a \on<r and prosperous life. 
Nay if a joke were uttered in his presence, t hat set light-minded 
hearers in a roar, it was observed to throw him into a state of 
perplexity. Sometimes he would deign to inquire into the 
matter, and when, after much expianaiion, the joke was made as 
plain as a pike-sta^; he would continue to smoke his pipe in 
silence, and at length, knocking out the ashes would exclaim* 
*<Wett I I see nothing in all that to laugh about." 

With all his reflective habits, he never made up his mind on a 
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satgecL His adherents aooonnted for this by the artonishing 
magmtode of his ideas. He conceived every subject on so grand 
a scale that he had not room in lu ad to turn it over and exa- 
mine both sides of it. Certain it is that if any matter were pro- 
pounded to him on which ordinary mortals would rashly deter- 
mine at first glance, he would put on a vague, mysterious lu<ik ; 
shake liis capacious head ; smoke some time in profound silence, 
and at length observe that ^ he had his doubts about the matter,** 
which gained him tlie ruputation of a luaa slow of belief, aiid not 
easily imposed upon. What is more, it gained him a lasting 
name : for to this habit of the mind has been attributed his sur- 
name of TwUler ; which is said to be a ooiruption of the original 
Twijfler, or, in plain English, Doubter, 

The person of this illustrious old gentleman was formed and 
proportioned, as though it had been moulded by the hands of some 
cuiiiiiiig Dutch statuary, as a model of majesty ami lordly gran- 
deur. He was exactly five feet six inches in height, and six feet 
five inches in circumference. His head was a perfect sphere, and 
of such stupendous dimenMons, that dame Nature with all her 
sex's ingenuity, would have been puzzled to construct a neck capa- 
ble of supporting it ; whereibre she wisely declined the attempt, 
and setded it firmly on the top of his back-bone, just between the 
hlioulclers. His body was oblong and paitu'ularly capacious at 
bottom; which was wisely oi-dered by Providence, seeing that he 
was a man of sedentary habits, and very averse to the idle labor 
of walking. His legs were short, but sturdy in proi)ortion to the 
weight they had to sustain ; so that when erect he had not a little 
the appearance of a beer barrel on skids. His face, that infalli- 
ble index of the mind, presented a vast expanse, unfurrowed by 
any of those lines and angles which disfigure the human oounte- 
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nance with what is termed expression. Two small gray eyes 
twinkled feebly in the midsty like twa stars of lesser magnitude in 
a haxy firmament; and his full-fed cheeks, which seemed to have 
taken toll of every thing that went into his mouth, were cunously 
mottled and streaked with dusky red, like a spitzeuberg apple. 

His habits were as regular as his person. He daily took his 
four stated nieals, appropriating exactly an hour to each ; he 
smoked and doubted eight hours, and he slept the remaining 
twelYO of the four-^and-twenty. Such was the renowned Wonter 
Yan Twlller— a true phQosopher, tor his mind was either elevated 
above, or tianquilly settled below, the cares and peq>lexities of 
this world. He had lived in it for years, without feeling the 
least curiosity to know whether the sun revolyed round it, or it 
round tlic sun ; and he had watched, for at least half a century, the 
smoke curling from his pipe to the ceiling, witliout once troubling 
his head with any of those numerous theories, by which a philoso- 
pher would have perplexed his brain, in accounting for its rising 
above the surrounding atmosphere. 

In hts council he presided with great state and solemnity* 
He sat in a huge chair of solid oak, hewn in jhe celebrated forest 
of the Hague, fabricated by an experienced timmerman of Am- 
sterdam, and curiously carved about the arms and feet, into exact 
imitations of gigantic eagle's claws. Instead of a sceptre he 
swayed a long Turkish pipe, wrought with jasmin and amber, 
which had been presented to a stad I holder of Holland, at the con- 
clusion of a treaty with one of the petty Barbary powers. In 
this stately chair would he mt, and this magnificent pipe would he 
smoke, shaking his right knee with a cone^tant motion, and fixing 
his eye for liours together upon a little print of Amsterdam, wliicli 
hung In a black frame against the opposite wall of the council 
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chamber. Nay, it has even been said, that when any deliberation 
of extraordinary length mid intricacy was on the carpet, the re- 
nowned Wonter would shut his eyes for full two hours at a tune, 
that he might not be disturbed by external objects — and at such 
times the internal commotion of his mind was evinced by certain 
regular guttural sounds, which his admirers declared were 
merely the noise of oonflicty made by his contending doubts and 
opinions. 

It is with infinite difUculty I have been enabled to collect these 
biographical anecdotes of the great man under consideraUon. 
The facts respecting him were so scattered and vague, and divers 
of them so questionable in point of authenticity, that I have had to 
give up the seai ch after many, and decline the admission of still 
more, which would have tended to heighten the coloring of his 
portrait. 

I have been the iiiore anxious to delineate fully the person 
and habits of Wouter Van Twiller, from the consideration that 
he was not only the first, but also the best governor that ever 
presided over tiiis ancient and respectable province ; and so tran- 
quil and benevolent was his reign, that I do not find throughout 
the whole of it, a single instance of any offender being brought to 
punishment — a most indubitable sign of a merciful governor, and 
a case unparalleled, exceptinn^ in tlie reign of the illustrious King 
Log, from whom, it is hinted, the renowned Van Twiller was a 
lineal descendant. 

The yery outset of the career of this excellent magistrate 
wius distinguished by an example of legal acumen, that gave flat- 
tering presage of a wise and equitable administration. The mom- 
mg after he had been installed In office, and at the moment that 
he was making his breakftst from a prodigious eartiben dish, filled 
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with milk and Indian })uddmg, he was interrupted by the appear* 
aace of Wandle SchoonhoTen, a veiy important old burgher of 
New-Amsterdam, who oomplained bitterly of one Barent Bleecker, 
inasmuch as he refused to come to a iftttlement of accounts, seeing 
that there was a heairy balauce in favor of the said Wandle. 
Governor Van Twiller, as I have already observed, was a man 
of few words ; he was likewise a mortal enemy to multiplying 
writings — or being disturbed at his breakfast. Having listened 
attentively to the statement of Wandle Schoonhoven, giving an 
occasional grunt, as he shoveled a spoonful of Indian pudding 
into his mouth — either us a si;i;n that he relished the dish, or com- 
prehended the story — ^he caUed unto him his constable, and pulling 
out of his breeches pocket a huge jack-knife, dispatched it after 
the defendant as a sunmions, accompanied by histobaoco*boxas a 
warrant 

This sunmiary process was as effectual in those simple days 
as was tiie seal ring of ihe great Haroun Alraschid among the 

true believers. The two parties heinjy confronted before him, 
each produced a book of accounts, written in a lanjrua^^e and 
character that would have puzzled any but a High Dutch com- 
mentator, wr a learned decipherer of Egyptian obelisks. The 
sage Wouter took them one alter iln uiher, and having poised 
them in his hands, and attentively counted over the number of 
leaves, feU straightway into a very great doubt, and smoked for 
half an hour without saying a word; at lenjrth, laj'ing his finger 
beside his nose, and shutting his eyes for a moment, with the air 
of a man who has just caught a subtle idea by the tail, he sbwly 
took his pipe from his mouth, pufied forth a column of tobacco 
smoke, and with marvellous gravity and solemnity pronounced 
«— that having carefully counted over the leaves and weighed the 
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books, it was found, that one was just m tiiick aad bb hea\ y as 
the other — therefore it was the final opinioii of the ooiirt that the 
accounts were equaUy balanced — therefore Wandle ahoiild give 
Barent a receipt, aiid Dareiit should give Waadle a receipt — aud 
the constable should pay the costs. 

This dectskm being straightway made known, difibsed gene- 
ral joj throu(^ioat New*Ainsterdain, ibr the people immediately 
perceived, that they had a very wise and equitable magistrate to 
rule over tbem. But its happiest effect was, that not another 
lawsoit took place tfaioD^ioat the whole of his administratioii — 
and the office of constable fell into sncb decay, that there was 
not one oi those iosel scouts known in the province for many 
years. I am the more pardcnlar in dwelling on this transactiooy 
not only because I deem it one of the most sage and righteous 
judgments on record, and well worthy tbr atti ntioii oi iiiudern 
magistrates; but because it was a miraculous event in the history 
of the renowned Wonter — being the only time he was ever 
known to come to a dedsion in the whde coiuBe of his life. 



)ogIe 



CHAPTER IL 



CONTAINING SOME ACCOUNT OP THE GRAND COUNCIL OP NEW- 
A113T£IU>AM, AS ALSO DIYE&S ESPECIAL OOOD PHILOSOPHI- 
CAL BSA80N8 ymr an ALDBBXAN should be fat — WITH 
OTHSB PABTICVLAB8 TOUCHlKa THB 8TATB OF THE PBOV- 
INGE. 

In tteatmg of the earlj goremors of the provmoe^ I musl 
caatum mj readen against confounding them, in point of dignity 
and power, with those worthy gentlemen, who are whimsically 
denominated goyemora in this enlightened republic — a set of un- 
happy Tictims of popnlaritjy who are in fact the most dependent 
hen-pecked beings in the commnnitj : doomed to bear the secret 
goadings and corrections ot their own party, and the sneers and 
revilings of the whole world beside. Set up^ like geese at 
Christmas holidays, to be pelted and shot at by OTCry whipster 
and vagabond in the land. On the contrary, the Dutch gover- 
nors enjoyed that uncontrolled authority, vested in all coounand- 
ers of distant odl<mies or territories. They were in a manner 
absolnte despots in their little domains, lording it, if so disposed, 
over both law and gospel, and accountable to none but the mo- 
ther country ; which it is well known is astoui^hingly deaf to all 
complaints against its governors, provided they disdiajrge the 
main duty of their station — sqneezing out a good revenue. This 
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hint will be of importance, to prevent my readers from being 
seized with doubt and incredulity, whenever, in the course of 
this authentic history, they encounter the tinoommon dreum* 
stance of a governor acting with mdependenee, and in opposition 
to the opinions of the multitude. 

To assist the doubtful Wouter in the arduous business of leg- 
islation, a board of magistrates was appointed, which presided 
imme^ately over Ae police. This potent body consisted of a 
schout or bailiff, with powers between those of the present maj- 
or and sheriff — ^fiye burgermeesters, who were equivalent to al- 
dermen, and five schepens, who officiated as scrubs, snbdevUs, or 
bottle-holders to tlie bur<::^enneestors, in the same manner as do 
assistant aldermen to their princi{)als at the present day; it be- 
ing their duty to fill the pipes of the lordly burgermeesters* 
hunt the markets for delicacies for corporation dinners, and to 
discharge such other little offices of kindness as were occasional- 
Ij required. It was, moreover, tacitly understood, though not 
specificaUy enjoined, that they should consider thmselves as 
butts for the blunt wits of the burgermeesters, and should laugh 
most heartily at all their jokes ; but this last was a duty as rare- 
ly called in action in those days as it is at present, and was 
shortly remitted, in consequence of the tragical death of a fat 
little schepeii — who actually died of suffocation in an unsuccess- 
ful effort to force a laugh at one of>burgermeester Van Zaudt's 
best jokes. 

In return for these humble serviees, they were permitted to 
say ye« and no at the council-board, and to have that (Miviable 
privilege, the run of the public kitchen — ^bemg graciously per- 
mitted to eat, and drink, and smoke, at all those snug junketings 
and public gormandizings, for wliich the ancient magistrates were 
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equally famous with their modern successors. The post of sche- 
pen, therefore, like that of awistant alderman^ was eagerly coveted 
hj all your burghers of a certain deacription, who have a huge 
relish for good feeding, and an humble ambition to be great men 
in a small way — who thirst after a little brief autliorit y, that shall 
render them the terror of the almB-house and the bridewell — 
that shall enable them to lord it over obsequious poverty, vagrant 
vice, outcast prostitution, and hunger-driven dishonesty — tliat 
shall give to their beck a hound-like pack of catchpolls and 
bumbailiffs — tenfold greater rogues than the culprits they hunt 
down ! — ^My readers will excuse this sudden warmth, which I 
confess is unbecoming of a grave historian — but I have a mortal 
antipathy to catchpolls, bumbaili£&/and little great men. 

The ancient magistrates of this city corresponded with those 
of the present time no less in furm, maLrnitiido, and intellect, than 
in prerogative and privilege. The burgomasters, like our alder 
men, were generally chosen by weight — and not only the weight 
of the body, but likewise the weight of the head. It is a maxim 
practically observed in all honest, plain-thinking, regular cities, 
that an alderman should be fat — ^and the wisdom of this can be 
proved to a certainty. That the body is in some measure an 
iiiuiire of the mind, or rather that the mind is moulded to the 
body, like melted lead to the clay in which it is cast, has been 
insisted on by many philosophers, who have made human nature 
their peculiar study — ^for as a learned gentleman of our own city 
observes, there is a constant relation between the moral charac- 
ter of all intelligent creatures, and their physical constitution — 
between their habits and the structure of their bodies.'' Thus 
we see that a lean, spare, diminutive body is generally accompa- 
nied by a petulant, restless, meddling mind — either the mind 
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wears down the body, by its continual motion; or else the body, 
not affording the mind suffideni hoose^rooni, kfleps it oontmoallj 
in a state of fretfnlnesa, tossing and wonying aboot from tlia 

uneasiness of its situation. Whereas your itmnd, sleek, fat, 
unwieldy periphery is ever attended by a mind like itselfi Iran- 
qnii, toipid, and at ease ; and we may always obeervet that your 
well fed, robosiaoas borghen are in general very tenaeions of 
their ease and comfort; being great enemies to noise, discord, 
and distarbanoe — and surely none are more likely to study the 
public tranquillity than Hiose who are so careful of thehr own. 
Who ever hears of fat men heading a riot, or herding together 
in turbulent mobs ? — ^no — no— it is your lean, hungry men who 
are continually worrying society, and setting the whole commu- 
nity by the ears. 

The divine Plato, whose doctrines are not sufficiently attended 
to by philosophers of the present age, allows to every man three 
amilsp— one immortal and rational, seated in the brain, that it nuij 
overlook and regulate the body — a second consisting of the surly 
and irascible pii^sions wliicli, like belligerent powers, lie encamped 
around the heart— a third mortal and sensual, destitute of reason, 
gross and brutal in its propensities, and enchained in the belly, 
that it may not disturb the divine soul by its ravenous bowlings. 
Now, according to this excellent theory, what can be more clear, 
than that your fkt alderman is most likely to have the most tegu^ 
lar and well*conditioned mind. His head is like a huge spherical 
chamber, containing a prodigious ma«s of soft brains, whereon the 
rational soul lies sofUy and snugly couched, as on a feather bed ; 
and the eyes, which are the windows of the bed-chamber, are 
usually half dosed, that its slumberings may not be disturbed by 
external objects. A mind thus comfortably lodged, and protected 
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fiom difltnrlMuioe, is maiufestlj most likely to perfonii ite ibne- 

tions with regularity and ease. By dint of good feeding more- 
over, the mortal aad malignaut eoul, which ib confiaed in the 
bellj, and which, hj its raging and roarings pats the irritable soul 
in I3ie neighboiiiood of the heart in an intolerable passion, and 
thus renders men crusty and quarrelsome when hungry, is com- 
pletelj pacified, silenced, and put to rest— whereupon a host of 
honest, good^^ellow qualities and ldnd*hearfied affections, which 
had lain perdue, slyly peeping out of t\ut loop-holes of tlie heart, 
finding this cerberus asleep, do pluck up their spirits, turn out ono 
and all in their holiday suits, and gambol up and down the dia- 
phragm — disposing their possessor to laughter, good humor, and 
a thousand friendly uUices towards liis fellow mortals. 

As a board of magistrates, formed on this principle^ think but 
reiy little, thej are the less likely to diSer and wrangle about 
favorite opinions — and as they r^enerally transact business upon 
a hearty dmner, they are naturally disposed to be lenient and 
indulgent in the administration of their duties* Charlemagne 
was conscious of this, and therefore ordered in his cartularies, 
that no judge should hold a court of justice, except in tlie morn- 
ing, on an empty stomacli. — A pititul rule, which I can never 
fotgive, and which I warrant bore hard upon all the poor.eolprits 
in the kingdom. The more enlightened and humane generation 
of the present day have taken im opposite course, and have so 
managed, that the aldermen are the best fed men in the commu* 
nity ; feasting lustily on the £at things of the land, and gorgii^ so 
heartily on oysters and turtles, that in process of time they 
acquire the activity of tiie one, and the form, the waddle, and the 
green fat of the other. The consequence is, as I have just said, 
these luxurious feastings do produce such a dulcet equanimity 
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aad repoie of the tool, rational and irrational, that their transao- 

tioDs are proverbial i'or unvaryiug mojQotou^ — oud tlic profound 
laws which they enact in their dosing momeDta, amid the laboni 
of digestion^ are quietly ao^fered to remain aa dead lettera, and 
never enforced, when awake. In a word, your fair, round-bellied 
burgomaster^ like a fuU-fed ma8tiif> dozes quietly at the house- 
door, always at home^ and always at hand to watash oyer its 
safety — bat aa to electing a lean, meddiiog candidate to tiie oflhse, 
as has now and then been done, I would as lief put a greyhound 
to watch the hpusoi or a raoe-horse to draw an ox wagon. 

The bnxgomasters then, as I have already mentioned, were 
wisely chosen by weight, and the schepens, or asristant aldermen, 
were appointed to attend upon them, and help them eat ; but the 
latter, in the coarse of time, when they had been fed and fattened 
into saffident balk of body and drowaineas of brain, became very 
eligible candidates for the burgomasters' chairs, having fairly 
eaten tiiemselyes into office, as a mouse eats liis way into a com- 
fortable lodgment in a goodly, bhie^iosed, skimmed milk, New- 
England cheese. 

Nothing could equal the profound deliberations that took place 
between the renowned Wouter, and these his worthy compeers, 
unless it be Hie aage diyans of some of oar modem corp(«atioiis. 
They would sit fear hours smoking and dozing over public affiiirs, 
without speaking a word to interrupt that perfect stillness, so neces- 
sary to deep reflection. Under the sober sway of Wouter Van Twil- 
ler and these his worthy coadjutors, the infimt settlement waxed 
vigorous apace, gi adarLlIy t merging from the swamps and forests, 
and exhibiting that mingled appearance of town and country, cus- 
tomary in new odes, and which at this day may be witnessed in 
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the city of Washington ; that immenst metropo]ia» wldeh makeB 

so glorious an appearance on paper. 

It waa a pleasing sight in those times, to behold the honest 
bnigher, like a patriarch of yore, seated on the bench at the door 
of his whitewashed house, iiTider the shade of some gigantic syca- 
more or overhanging wiiiow. Here would he smoke his pipe of 
a sultry afternoon, enjoying the soft soutfaem breeze, and listening 
with silent gratulation to the clucking of his hens, the caeUingof 
his geese, and the sonoi'ous gruntinpf of his swine ; that combina- 
tion of farm-yard melody, which may truly be said to have a silver 
sound, inasmuch as it conyeya a certain assurance of profitable 
marketing* 

The modem spectator, who wanders through the streets of 
this populous city, can scarcely form an idea of the di^rent ap*> 
pearance they presented in the primitire days of the Doubter. 
The busy hum of multitades, the shouts of revelry, the rumblin^^ 
equipages ot fashion, the rattling of accursed carts, and all the 
spiritpgrieving sounds of brawling commerce^ were unknown in 
the settlement of New-Amsterdam. The grass grew quietly in the 
highways — the bleating sheep and frolicksume calves sported 
about the verdant ridge, where now the Broadway loungers take 
their morning stroll — the. cunning fox or ravenous wolf skulked 
in the woods, where now are to be seen the dens of Gromez and 
his righteous fraternity of money-brokers — and flocks of vocifer- 
ous geese cackled about the fields, where now the great Tammany 
wigwam and the patriotic tavern of Martimg echo with the wrang- 
lings of the mob. 

In these good times did a true and enviable equality of rank 
and properly prevail, equally rem3ved from the arroganoe of 
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irealUi, and tbe serFilitj and hearM>iiniiiigB of repining poTertjr 
— and what in mj mind is still more ocmdnciye to tranqtdllity and 

harmony among friends, ;i liap})y equality of intellect was like- 
wise to be seen. The miuds of the good burghers of New-Am- 
sterdam seemed all to have been cast in one monld, and to be those 
honest, blunt minds, which, like certain manufactures, are made 
by the gross, and considered as exceedingly good for common use. 

Thus it happens that your true dull minds are generally pre* 
ferrod for public employ, and especially promoted to dly honors ; 
your keen intellects, like razors, being considered too sharp for 
common service. I know that it is common to rail at the unequal 
distribution of riches, as the great source of jealousies, broils, 
and heart-breakings ; whereas, for my part, I verily believe it is the 
sad inequality of intellect that prevails, that embroils communities 
more than any thing else ; and I have remarked that your know- 
ing people, who are so much wiser than any body else, are eter- 
nally keeping society in a ferment. Happily for New-Amster- 
dam, notiiing of the kind was known within its walls — the very 
words of learning, education, taste, and talents were unheard of 
— a bright genius was an animal unknown, and a blue stocking 
lady would have been regarded with as mnch wonder as a homed 
frog or a fiery dragon. No man in fact seemed to know more 
than his ndghbor, nor any man to know more than an honest man 
ought to know, who has nobody's business to mind hot his own ; 
the parson and the council clerk were the only men that c< nld 
read in the community, and the sage Van Xwiller always signed 
his name with a cross. 

Thrice happy and ever to be envied littie Burgh I existing in 
all the security of harmless insignificance — unnoticed and unen- 
vied by the world, without ambition, without vainglory, without 
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riches, without learmng, and all their train of oaridng e m» n et 

as of Tore, in the better days of man. the deities were wont to 
visit him on earth and bk 3s his rural habitations, so we are told, 
in the sylvan days of New-Amsterdam, the good St. Nicholas 
would often make lus appearance in his beloved city, of a holiday 
aflemoon, riding jollily among the ti ce-tops, or over the roofs of 
the houses, now and then drawing forth magnificent presents from 
his Ineeches pockets, and dropping them down the chimneys of 
his favorites.* Wheread in these degenerate days of iron and brass 
he never bhows us the light of his cuuntenauce, nor ever visitd uSy 
save one night in the year ; when he rattles down the chimneys 
of the descendants of the patriarchs, confining his presents merely 
to the children, in toki n uf the degencriu-y of the parents. 

Such are the coml'ortabic and thriving t'tlucts of a fat govern- 
ment The province of the New-Netherlands^ destitute <^ wealth, 
possessed a sweet tranquillity that wealth could never purchase. 
There were neither public commotions, nor private quarrels ; nei- 
ther parties, nor sects, nor schisms; neither persecutions, nor 
trials^ nor punishments; nor were there counseUors, attorneys, 
catchpolls, or hangmen. Every man attended to what little busi- 
ness he was lucky enough to have, or neglected it if he pleased, 
without asking the opinion of his neighbor. In those days no- 
body meddled with concerns above his comprehension ; nor thrust 
his nose into other people's affairs ; nor neglected to correct liis 
own conduct, and reform his own character, in his zeal to pull to 
pieces the characters of others — ^but in a word, every respectable 
citisen eat when he was not hungry, drank when he was not 
thirsty, and went regularly to bed when the sun set and the fowls 
went to roost, whether he were sleepy or not ; all which tended 
so remarkably to the population of the settlement, that I am told 
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«¥ei7 doiiiiil wife t]iioii(^at New-Anutefdam made * point «f 

enriclimg; Imr husband with at least one child a year, and very 
often ft brace — this superabundance ot good things clearly oonsti- 
fnting the true loxuiy of lifei acccwdiiig to the £ivorite Datoh 
madni, that *^waom than enough eonstitiiteB a feast.** Every 
thing, therefore, went on exactly as it sliuuld da, and in the uraal 
words emj^ jed by historians to express the wei^ue of a ooimtry^ 
^the pvolbiindeBt iremqitiBi^ and rtpoa$ reigned thvon^^UNit An 
province.^ 
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AND OAM£ TO BE MAKVELOUSLT POJUSHBD AND POLITE 

TOOBTHBB WITH A nOTVBB OF THB HAIQIBBS OF OUB 
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lCAiiiFOX.D are the tastes and dispositions of the enlightened lite- 
rati, who turn over the pages of history. Some there be whose 
hearts are brimful ol the yeast of courage, and whose bosoms do 
work, and swell, and foam, with untried valor, like a barrel of 
new dder, or a train*hand captain, fresh from under the hands 
of his tailor. This doughty class of readers can \w satisfied wiiU 
nothing but bloody battles, and horrible encounters } they must 
be continually storming forts, sackmg cities^ springing mines, 
marching up to the muzzles of cannon, charging bayonet through 
every page, and reveling in gunpowder and carnage. Others, 
who are of a less martial, but equally ardent imagination, and 
who, withal, are a little given to the marvelous, will dwell with 
wondrous satisfaction on descriptions of prodigies, unheard-of 
events, hair-breadth escapes, hardy adventures, and all those as- 
tonishing narrations, which just amble along the boundary line of 
possibility. A third class, who, not to speak slightly of them, are 
of a lighter turn, and skim over the records of past times, as they 



bigiiized by Google 



HISTORY OF NEW-YORK. 



do ovet the edifying pages of a novel, merely for Telazation and 

innocent amusement, do singularly delip^ht in treasons, executions, 
Sabine rapes, Tarquin outrages, conflagrations, murders, and all 
tiie other eatalogue of hideooB crimes, which like cayenne in cook- 
ery, do give a pungency and flayor to the dull detnl of history — 
while a fourth class, of more philosophic habits, do diligently pore 
over the musty chronicles of time, to investigate the operations 
Off the human kind, and watch the gradual dbanges in men and 
manners, effected by the progress of knowledge, the vicissitudes 
of eventa, or the influence of situation. 

If the three first classes find but little wherewithal to solace 
themselves in the tranquil reign of Wouter Van Twiller, I entreat 
them to exert their patience for a ^\ liilo, and bear with the tedi- 
ous picture of happiness, prosperity, and peace, which my duty 
as a faithful historian obliges me to draw; and I promise them 
that as soon as I can possibly alight upon any thing horrible, 
uncommon, or impossible, it liliali go hard but I will make it 
afford them entertainment. This being premised, I turn with 
great complacency to the fourth class of my readers, who are 
men, or, if possible, women after my own heart ; grave, plii- 
loBophicaly and investigating; tbnd of analyzing characters, of 
taking a start from first causes, and so hunting a nation down, 
through all the mazes of innoTation and improvement. Such 
will naturally be anxious to witness the first development of the 
newly hatched colony, and the primitive manners and customs 
prevalent among its inhabitants, during the halcyon reign of 
Van Twiller or the Doubtor. 

T will not grieve their patience, however, by describing 
minutely the increase and improvement of New-Amsterdam. 
Their own imaginationg will doubtless present to them the good 
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bmgbeii^ like so mtaaj painstaking and paraevering heatngBf 
^wlj and sorely pursniog thdr labofs— they frill behold fha 

prosperous transformation from the rude log hut to the stately 
Dutch mimtticmy with brick fxoat, glazed windows^ and tiled 
roof; from the tangled Hiicket to the lozuriant cabbage gacden 
and from the skulking Indian to the pooderotts borgomaster. In 
a word, they will picture to themselves the steady, silentj and 
nndcTiating march of prDqterity, incident to a city destitute of 
pride or ambitaon, cberished hy §, £iA government^ and whose 
citizens do nothing in a Luii j. 

The sage council, as has been mentioned in a preceding chap- 
ter, not being able to determine upon any plan &r the building 
of their city-'-the oows, in a laudable fit^of patriotism, took it 
under their peculiar charge, and as they went to and from pafi- 
tnre, established paths through the bushes, on each side of which 
the good folks bailt their houses ; which is one eaose of the ram- 
bling and picturcbquc lluus and labjTinths, which distinguish 
certaiii streets of Kew-York at this very day. 

Hie houses of tbe higher class were generally constraeted of 
wood, excepting the gable end, which was of small black and 
yellow Ihiteh bricks, and always faced on the street, as our 
ancestors, like their descendants, were very mudi given to out> 
ward show, and were noted for patting the best leg foremost 
The house was always furnished with abundaucc of large doura 
and small windows on every floor, the date of its erection was 
curiously demgnated by iron figures on the firont, and on the top 
of the roof was perched a fierce little weathercock, to let the 
family into the iraporumt secret, which way the wind blew. 
These, like the weathercocks on the tops of our steeples, pointed 
so numy difibrent ways, thai every man could have a wind to his 
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nuid; — die most stanch wid loyal dtizeos, howeyer, always went 
aoetmBng to fhe weatherooek on the top of the governor's house, 

which was certainly' the most correct, as he had a trusty servant 
employed eveij morning to dimb up and set it to the right 
quarter. 

In those good days of simplicity and snnshine, a passion for 
cleanliness was the leading principle iii domestic economy, iuid 
the universal test of an able housewife— « charaeter which fomed 
the utmost ambition of our unenlightened grandmothers. The 
front door was never 02)ened except on marriages, funerals, new 
year's days, the festival of bt. Kicholas, or some such great occa- 
sion. It was ornamented with a gorgeous brass knocker, curi* 
ously wrought, smnetimes in the device of a dog, and sometimea 
of a lion's head, and was daily burnished witli such religious zeal, 
that it was oiUimes worn out by the very precautions taken for 
its preservation. The whole house was constantly in a state of 
inundation, under the discipline of mops and brooms and scrub- 
bing brushes ; and the gocxl housewives of those days were a kind 
of amphibious animal, delighting exceedingly to be dabbUng in 
nrater— insomuch that an historian of the day gravely teUs us, 
that many of his townswomen grew to have webbed fingers like 
unto a duck $ and some of them, he had little doubt, could the 
matter be examined into, would be found to have the tails of 
mermaids-^but this I look upon to be a mere ^ort of fimcy, oir 
what is. a worse, a \vilful misrepresentation. ^ 

The grand parlor was the sanctum sanctorum, where the 
passion for deaning was indulged without controL In this sacred 
apartment no one was permitted to enter, excepting the mistress 
and her confidential maid, who visited it once a week, for the 
purpose of giving it a thorough cleaning, and putting things to 
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rights— ^ways taking the precaution of leaTinn; ther shoes at 

the door, and entering devoutly on their stocking feet. After 
scrnhbing the floor, sprinkling it ivith fine white sand, which was 
curiously stroked into angles, and curves, and rhomboids with a 
broom — after washing the windows, rubbing and polishing the 
furniture, and putting a new bunch of evergreens in the tire- 
place — the window shutters were again closed to keep out the 
flies, and the room carefully locked up until the reTolutloii of 
time brought ruuiul the weekly ck aiiinf]: day. 

Ab to the family, tliey always entered in at the gate, and most 
generally lived in the kitchen. To have seen a numerous house- 
hold assembled round the fire, one would have imagined that he 
was transported back to thos<> ha[>i»v days of primeval pimplidty, 
which float before our imaginations like golden visions. The 
fireplaces were of a truly patriarchal magnitude, where the 
whole family, old and young, master and servant, black and 
white, nay, even the very cat and dog, enjoyed ;i community of 
privilege, and had each a right to a corner. Here the old 
burgher would sit in perfect silence, puflSng his pipe, looking in 
{he fire with half shut eyes, and thinking of nothing for hours 
together ; the goede vrouw on the opposite side would employ 
herself diligently in spinning yam, or knitting stockings. The 
young folks would crowd around the hearth, listening with breath- 
less attention to some old crone of a negro, who was the oracle 
of the family, and who, perched like a raven in a corner of the 
chimney, would croak forth for a long winter afternoon a string 
of incredible stories about Kew England witches — grisly ghosts, 
horses without heads — and hair-breadth escapes and bloody en- 
counters among the Indians. 

In those happy days a well regulated family always rose wiih 
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the dawn, dined at ela^en, and went to bed at simflet. Dinner 

was invariably a private meal, and the fat old burghers showed 
incontestable signs of disapprobation and uneasiness at being sur- 
pirised by a visit from a neighbor on snch occasions, Bot Ihongfa 
onr worthy ancestors were thus singularly averse to giving din- 
ners, jet they kept up the social bauds ot intimacy by occasional 
banqnetings, eaUed tea-parties. 

These fashionable parties were generally confined to the 
higher classes, or noblesse, that is to say, such as kept their own 
cows, and drove their own wagons. The company commonly 
assembled at three o'clock, and went away about six, unless it 
was in winter time, when the ^hionable hours were a little 
earlier, that the ladies might get liome before dark. The teiv- 
table was crowned with a huge earthen dish, well stored with 
dices of ftt pork, fried brown, cut up into morsels, and swinuning 
in gravy. The company being seated round the genial board, 
and each furnished with a fork, evinced their dexterity in launch- 
ing at the &tte8t pieces in this mi^ty dish — in much the same 
manner as sailors harpoon porpoises at sea, or our Indians spear 
salmon in the lakes. Sometimes the table was graced with im- 
mense apple pies, or saucers full of preserved peaches and pears ; 
but it was always sure to boast an enormous dish of bails of sweet- 
ened dough, fried in hog*s fat, and called doughnufa, or olykoeks 
— a delicious kind of cake, at present scarce known in this city, 
except in genuine Xhitch families. 

The tea was served out of a mtyestic delft tearpot^ ornamented 
with paintings of fiit litde Dutch shepherds and shepherdesses 
tending pigs — with boats sailing in the air, and houses built in the 
clouds, and sundry other ingenious Dutch £Bntasies. The beaux 
difltingnished themselyes by their adroitness in replenishing this 
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pot from a huge copper teakettle, wbieh would have made the 

pigmy macaronies of these degenerate days sweat merely to look 
at it. To sweeten the beverage, a lump <^ sugar was laid beside 
each cup— and the company altemately nibbled and sipped with 
great deromm, until an improvement was introduced by a shrewd 
and economic old lady, which was to .suspend a large lump directly 
over the tea-table, by a string from the ceihng, so that it could be 
swung from mouth to mouth — an ingenious expedient, which is 
still kept up by some families in Albauy ; but which pnivails with- 
out exception in Commuuipaw, Bergen, l^ iatbush, and all our 
oncontaminated Dutch villages. 

At these primitive tea-parties the utmost propriety and dig* 
nity of deportment prevailed. No jflirting nor coqueting — ^no 
' jlnanbling of old ladies nor hoyden chattering and romping of 
jhung ones — no self-satisfied struttings of wealthy gentlemen, wilh 
tlReir brains in their pockets — nor amusing conceits, and monkey 
divertisements, of smart young gentlemen, with no brains at alL 
On the oontrazy, the young ladies seated themselves demurely in 
tibeir rush-bottomed chairs, and hnit their own woolen stockings ; 
nor ever opened their lips excepting to say r/aJi Mynheer^ or yah ya 
Vrouw, to any question that was asked them ; behaving, in all 
things, like decent, well-educated dainaels> As to the gentlemeuy 
each of them tranquilly smoked his pipe, and seemed lost in con- 
templation of the blue and white tiles with whicli the fireplaces 
were decorated; wherein sundry passages of Scripture were 
piously portrayed— 'Tobit and his dog figured to great advantage i 
Human swung conspicuously on liis <ribbet, and Jonah appeared 
most maul uUy bouncing out of the whale, like Harlequin through a 
barrel of fire* 

The parties broke up without noise and without coofrtsion* 
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They were carried iMune by their own carriages, that is to say, 

bj the yehicies nature had [)rovided them, exceptiii'; such of the 
wealthy as could afford to keep a wagoiu The geotlemcu gal- 
lantly attended their fair ones to their rcqpecdve abodes, and took 
leave of them with a hearty smack at the door : which, as it was 
an established piece of etiquet^ done in perfect simplicity and 
honesty of heart, occasioned no scandal at that time, nor should it 
at the present — ^if onr great-grandfathers approved of the CQStom, 
it ^\ uultl argue a great want of reverence in their desceudantis to 
say a word against it. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CONTAINING FURTUER TAiLTICULARS OF THE GOLDEN AGE, AND 
WHAT COJNSTITUTJKD A FINE LADT AND OBNTLBMAN IN TBJ& 
DATS OF WALTER THE DOUBTEB. 

• 

In this dulcet period of mj histoiy, when the beauteous island of 
Mannarhata presented a scene, the very counterpart of those 

glowing pictures drawn of the golden reign of Saturn, there was, 
as I liave before observed, a happy ignorance, an honest simplicity 
prevalent among its inhabitants, which, were I even able to de« 
piet, would be but little understood by the degenerate age for 
which I am doomed to write. Even the female sex, those arch 
innovators upon the tranquillity, the honesty, and gray-beard cus- 
toms of sodely, seemed for a while to conduct themselves with 
Incredible sobriety and comeliness. 

Their hair, untortured by the abominations of art, was scrujyi- 
lously pomatumed back from their foreheads with a candle, and 
covered with a little cap of quilted calico, which fitted exactly to 
their heads. Their petticoats of linsey-woolsey were striped witli 
a variety of gorgeous dyes — though I must confess these gallant 
garments were rather short, scarce reaching below the knee ; but 
then they made up in the number, which generally equaled that 
of the gentlemen's siiiall clothes and what is still more praise- 
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worthy, they were all of their own manufacture— of whidi drcnin* 
stance, as may well be supposed, tiiey were not a little vain. 

These were the honest days^ in whieh every woman staid at 
home, read the Bible, and wore pockets— ay, and that too of a 
goodly size, fashioned with patchwork into many l urluus devices, 
and ostentatiously worn on the outside. These, in iact, were con- 
venient receptacles, where all good honsewiyes carefhli^ stored 
away snch things as they wished to have at hand ; by which means 
they often came to be incredibly crammed — and I remember there 
was a stoiy current when I was a boy, that the lady of Wouter 
Van Twiller once had occasion to empty her right pocket in search 
of a wooden ladle, when the contents filled a couple of corn bas- 
ketS| and the utensil was discovered lying among some rubbish in 
one comer — but we must not give too much futh to all these 
stories ; the anecdotes of those remote periods being very subject 
to exaggeration. 

Besides these notable pockets, thej likewise wore scissors and 
pincushions suspended from their girdles by red ribands, or among 
the more opulent and sliowy classes, by bnvss, and even silver 
chains — ^indubitable tc^ens of thrifty housewives imd industrious 
spinsters. I cannot say much in vindication of the shortness <^ 
the petdeoats ; it doubtless was introduced for the purpose of giving 
the stockings a chance to be seen, which were generally of blue 
worsted with magnificent red clocks — or perhaps to display a 
well-turned ankle, and a neat, though serviceable foot, set off by 
a high-heeled leathern shoe, with a large and splendid silver 
buckle. Thus we lind that the gentle sex in all ages have shown 
the same disposition to infringe a little upon the laws of decorum, 
in order to betray a lurking beauty, or gratify an innocent love 
of finery. 
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From the Bketeh here given, it will he seen thai mir good 
grandmothers differed considerably in their ideas of a fme figure 
from their Bcaotiiy dressed descendants of the present day. A 
fine lady, in those times, waddled under more clothes, even on a fair 
summer's day, than would have chui the whole bevy of a modern 
bail-room. Nor were they the less admired by the gentlemen in 
consequenoe thereof. On the contrary, the greatness of a loyei^s 
passion seemed to increase in proportion to the magnitude of its 
object — and a voluminous damsel, arrayed in a dozen of petticoats, 
was declared by a Low Dutch sonneteer of the province to be 
radiant as a sunflower, and luxuriant as a fiill-hlown cabbage. 
Certain it is, that in those days the heart of a lover could not con- 
tain more than one lady at a time ; whereas the heart of a modem 
gallant has oilen room enough to accommodate half a doaen. 
The reason of which I conclude to be, that either the hearts of the 
gentlemen have grown laiger, or the persons of the ladies smaller 
—this, however, is a question for physiologists to determine. 

But there was a secret charm in these petticoats, which, no 
doubt, entered into tlie consideration of the prudent gallants. The 
wardrobe of a lady was m those days her only fortune j and she 
who had a good stock of petticoats and stockings, was as abso- 
lutely an heiress as is a Kamschatka damsel with a store of bear 
skins, or a Lapland belle with a plenty of reindeer. The ladies, 
tiierefore, were 'very anxious to display these powerM attractions 
to the greatest advantage ; and the best rooms in the house, in- 
stead of being adorned with caricature? « dame Nalvu e, in water- 
oolors and needle-work, were always hung round with abundance 
of homespun garments, the manufacture and the property of the fe- 
males — a piece of laudable ostentation thai still prevails among 
the heiresses of our Dutch villages. 
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The gentfemen, in fact, who figured in the cIreleB of the gay 

world in these anciont times, corresponded, in most particulars, 
with the beauteous damsels whose smilcii they were ambitious to 
deserTe. Trae it is, their merils woold make bat a Terjr ineonri- 
derahle impresdion ap<ni the heart of a modern feir ; they neither 
drove their curricles nor sported their taudenis, for as yet those 
gaudj vehides were not even dreamt of— neither did they distinguish 
themselTes by their bnlUancy at the table, and their consequent 
rencontres with watchmen, for our forefathers were of too pacifks 
a dispoaition to need those guardians of the night, every soul 
throughout the town being sound asleep before nine o'clock. 
Keither did they establish their claims to gentilify at the expense 
of their tailors — for ay yet those offenders against the pockets of 
sodietj, and the tranquillity of all aspiring young gentlemen, were 
unknown in New- Amsterdam; every good housewife made the 
dothes of her husband and family, and even the goede vrouw of 
Van Twiller himself thought it no disparagement to cut out her 
husband's linsey-woolsey galligaskins. 

Not but what there were some two or three youngsters who 
manifested the first dawning of what is ealled fire and spirit ; who 
held all labor in contempt ; skulked ahout docks and market pla- 
ces ; loitered in the sunshine ; squandered what little money they 
could procure at hustle-cap and chuck-farthing ; swore, boxed, 
fought cocks, and raced their neighbor's horses — in short, who 
promised to be the wonder, the talk, and abomination of the 
town, had not their stylish career been unfortunately cut short by 
an aflair of honor with a whipping-post 

Far other, however, was the truly fashionable gentleman of 
those days — ^his dress, which served for both morning and eve- 
ning, street and drawing-room, was a linsey-woolsey coat, made. 
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perhaps, hj the fair hands of the mistress of his affectioii% and 

gallantly bedecked with abiiiKhmee ol large brass buttons — half 
a score of breeches heighteaed the proportions of his figure — ^hia 
shoes were decorated by enormous copper buckles — a lo v-ciowned 
broad-brimmed hat overshadowed his burly visage, and his hair 
dangled down his back in a piodigiuus qucuij uf celskin. 

Thus equipped, he would manfully sally forth with pipe in 
mouth to besiege some fair damsel's obdurate heart— not such a 
pipe, guod reader, as that which Ads did sweetly tune in praise 
of his Galatea, but one ot trueDeltl manufacture, and furnished 
with a charge of fragrant tobacco. With this would he reso- 
lutely set himself down before the fortress, and rarely fiuled. In 
the process of time, to smoke the £Eur enemy into a surrender, 
upon honorable terms. 

Such was the happy reign of Wouter Van Twiller, celebrated 
in many a long forgotten song as the real golden age, the rest 
being nothing but counterfeit copper-washed coin. In that de- 
lightful period, a sweet and holy calm reigned over the whole 
province. The burgomaster 6m<dLed bis pipe in peace-— the sub- 
stantial solace of his domestic cares, after her daily toils were 
done, sat soberly at the door, with her arms crossed over her 
apron of snowy white, without bemg insulted by ribald street- 
walkers or vagabond boys — those unlucky urdilns, who do so 
infest our streets, displaying under the roses of youth the thorns 
and briers of iniquity. Then it was that the lover with ten 
breeches, and the damsel with petticoats of half a score, indulged 
in all the innocent endearments of virtuous love without fear and 
without reprCKu h , for wliiit liad that virtue to fear, which was 
defended by a shield of good liusey-woolseys, equal at least to the 
seven bull-hides of the invincible J^ax, ? 
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Ah blissful, and never to be forgotten age ! when every thing 
was better than it has ever been since, or ever will be again — 
when Buttermilk Chaonel was quite dry at low water — ^wben the 
shad in the Hudson were all salmon, and when the moon shone 
with a pure and resplendent whiteness, instead of that melancholy 
yellow light which is the consequence of her sickening at the 
abominations she every night witnesses in this degenerate city I 

Happy would it have been for New-Amsterdam could it 
always have existed in tliis state of blissful ignorance and lowly 
simplicity, but alaal the days of childhood are too sweet to last I 
Citaes, like men, grow out of fhem in time, and are doomed alike 
to grow into the bustle, the carc^, aiid miseries of the world. Let 
no man congratulate himself, when he beholdd the child of his 
bosom or the €aty of his birth increasing In magnitude and im- 
portance—let the history of his own life teach him the dangers of 
the one, and this excellent little history of Manna-hata convince 
him of the calamities of the other. 
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or IH£ FOUNDING OF FOSI AUftAJ^IA-^F THK MYSTERIES OF 
THS HVDBOH— OF THE ARBITAL OF THE PATBOON KILLIAV 
TAN REN8BLLAER ; HIS LORDLY DESCENT UPON THE BABTH^ 

AND mS INTRODUCTION OF CLUB-LAW. 

It has already been mentioned that, in tlic early times of Oloffe 
the Dreamer, a frontier post, or traUmg-Uouse, called Fort Aura- 
msL, had been established on the upper waters of the Hudson, pie- 
dsety on the site of the present venerable citj of Albany ; which 
was at that time considered at the very end of the habitable world. 
It wasy indeed, a remote possession with wliich, for a long time, 
New-Amsterdam held but little intercourse. Kow and then the 
" Company's Yacht," as it was called, was sent to tlic Fort wiih 
Bupplies, and to bring away the peltries which had been purchased 
of the Indians. It was like an expedition to the Indias, or the 
North Pole, and always nmdv, great talk in the settlement Some- 
times an adventurous burgher would accompany the expedition, 
to the great uneasiness of his friends ; but, on his return, had so 
many stories to tell of storms and tempests on the Ta[)])an Zee $ 
of hobgoblins in the Highlands and at the Devils Dans Kam* 
mer, and of all the other wonders and perils with which the river 
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abounded in tliose early days, thai he deterred the leas adTen* 
tmona inhabltanta from IbUowing his example. 

Matters were in tliis state, when, on<; day, Walter the 
Doubter and his burgermeesters were smoking and pondering over 
llie affiuia of the provineey they were roiiaed by the report of a 
eaanon. SaOying ibrth, ttiey bdield a strange vessel at anchor 
in the bay. It was un<^uedtionably ot^ Dutch build ; broad bot- 
tomed and high pooped, and bore the flag of their High Mighti'* 
at the masthead* 

After a while a boat put off for laud, and a stmnger stepped 
on shore, a lofi^, lordly kind of man, tali and dry, with a meagre 
iaoe, famished with huge moostaehes. He was ebd in Flemish 
doublet and hose, and an insofiTerably tall hat, with a cocktail 
feather. Such was the patroou iiillian Van Benseilaer, who 
had come out from Holland to found a oohmy or patroonship on a 
great tract of wild land, granted to him by theur High Mighd- 
nesses the liords States Greueral, in the upper regions of the 
Hudson. 

KQlian Van Rensellaer was a nine days' wonder in New* 

Amsterdam ; for he carried a high head, looked down upon the 
poiilyi shortrlegged burgomasters, and owned no allegiauce to the 
goFemor himself; boastmg that he held his patroonship directly 
from the Lords States General. 

He tarried but a short time in New-Amsterdam ; merely to 
beat up recruits for his colony. Few, however, ventured to enlist 
for those remote and savage regions ; and when they embarked, 
their friends took leave of them as if they should never see them 
more i and stood gazing with tearful eye as the stont, round- 
stemed litde vessel ploughed and splashed its way up the Hndsooy 
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with great noise and little progress, taking nearly a daj to get 
out of flight of the city. 

And now, from time to time, floated down tidings to the Maa- 
hattoes of the growing importance of this new colony. Every 
account represented Killian Van BenseUaer as rising in import- 
anee and hecoming a mighty patroon in the land. He had received 
more recruits fi-om Holland. Hii> pati'oonship of Rensellaer- 
wick lay immediately below Fort Aurania, and extended for 
several miles on each side of the Hudson, beside embracing the 
mountainous region of tho Helderberg. Over all this he claimed 
to hold separate jurisdictiou independent of the colonial authori- 
ties at New-Amsterdam. 

All these assumptions of authority were duly reported to 
Governor Van Twiller and Lis council, by dispatches Irom Fort 
Aurania ; at each new report the governor and his counseUors 
looked at each other, raised their eyebrows, gave an extra puff or 
Lwu of siiiuke, and then relapsed into their usual tranquillity. 

At length tidings came that the patroon of Rensellaerwick 
had extended his usurpations along the river, beyond the limits 
granted him by their High Mightinesses ; and that he had even 
seized upon a rocky island in the Hudson, commonly known by 
the name of Beam or Bear's Iskind ; where he was erecting a 
fortress to be called by the lordly name of Rensellaerstein. 

Wouter Van Twiller was roused by this intelligence. After 
consulting with his burgomasters, he dispatched a letter to the 
patroon of Bensellaerwick, demanding by what right he had 
seized upon this island, which lay beyond tlie bonnds of Ids pa- 
troonship. The answer of Killian Van Kensellaer was m his 
own lordly style^ ^ £jf wapen reeht f that is to say, by the right 



bigiiized by Google 



HISTORY OF NSW-TOBK 171 



of aniifly Ofi in commoa parlaooe, by dub-law. This answier 
plunged Uie worthy Wottter in &ne of die deepest donbts he bad 

in tlic whole course of his administration ; in the meantime, while 
"Woiiter doubted, the lordly Killian went on to finish his forfa*es8 
of Bensellaeratein, about which I foresee I shall have something 
to record in a future duipter of this most eventful history. 
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CHAPTER YL 

m WHIOR THB BEASEH 18 BBGITILSD INTO A DSLSOTABLS 
WALK, WHICH ENDS YEBT PDTBBENTLT VBOK WHA.T IT 

COMMENCED. 

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight himdred and four, 
on a fine ailernoon in the glowing mouth of September, 1 took 
mj customary walk upon the batteiy, which is at once the pride 
and bulwark of this andent and impregnable dtj of New-Toik. 
The ground on which I trod was hallowed hy recollections of the 
past) and as I alowlj wandered through the long alley of poplars, 
whichy like so many birch brooms standing on end^ diflnsed a 
melancholy luid lugubrious shade, my imagination drew a contrast 
between the surrounding scenery, and what it was in the classic 
days of our forefiUihers. Where the goyemment house by name, 
but the custom house by occupation, proudly reared its brick 
walls and wooden pillars, there whilom stood the low, but sub- 
stantial, red-tiled mansion of the renowned Wouter Van Twillei. 
Around it the mighty bulwarks of Fort Amsterdam fwwned defi- 
ance to every absent foe ; but, like niaiiy a wliiskered wanior and 
gallant militia captain, confined their martial deeds to frowns 
alone. The mud breastworks had long been leyeled with the 
earth, and their site converted into the green lawns and leafy 
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ailejB of the battery ; where the gay apprentice sported his Sun- 
day coaXf and the laboricms mechamc, relieved from the dirt aod 
drudgery of the week, poured his weekly tale of love into the 
halt" averted ear ot the sentimental eliaiubtrmaid. Tlie t apaeious 
bay still presented the same expansive sheet of water, studded 
with islands, sprinkled with fishing boats^ and bounded by sbofes 
of picturesque beauty. But the dark forests which once clothed 
those shores had been violated by the savage hand of culdva^n, 
and their tangled mazes, and impenetrable thickets, had d^en- 
erated into teeming orchards and waving fields of grain. Even 
Governor's Island, once a smiling garden, appertaining to the 
sovereigns of the province, was now covered with fortifications, 
inclosing a tremendous block-house — so that this once peaceful 
island resembled a fierce little warrior in a big cocked haty breath- 
ing gunpowder and defiance to the world I 

For some time did I indulge in a pensive train of thought; 
eontrastmg, in sober sadness, the present day with the hallowed 
years behind the mountains ; lamenting the melancholy progress 
of improvement, and praising the zeal with which our worthy 
burghers endeavor to preserve the wrecks of venerable customs, 
pnyudices, and errors, from the overwhelming tide of modem 
innoTation — when by degrees my ideas took a different turn, 
and I insensiUy, awakened to an eiyoyment of the beauties 
around me. 

It was one of those rich autumnal days which heaven par- 
ticularly bestows upon the beauteous island of Mannarhata and 
its vicinity — ^not a floating doud obscured the azure firmament — 
the sun, rolling in glorious splendor through his ethereal course, 

seemed to expand his honest Dutch countenance into an unusual 
expression of heneyoleucei as he smiled his evening salutation 
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upon a city wiiieh he delights to visit with his most hounteona 
beauis — the vpry winds seemed to hold in tlieir breaths in mute 
attention^ lest they should ruffle the tranquillity of the hour^-and 
the wavdess bosom of the hay presented a polished mirror, in 
whicli nfiture beheld herself and smiled. The standard of our 
city, reserved like a choice handkerchief, for days of gala, hung 
motionless on the flag-staff, which formi the handle of a gigantic 
chum ; and even the tremulous leaves of the poplar and the aspen 
ceased to vibrate to the breath of heaven. Every thing seemed 
to acquiesce in the profound repose of nature. The formidable 
eighteen-pounders slept in the embrazures of the wooden batte- 
ries, seemingly gathering fresh strength to fight the battles of 
their cuuntry on the next fourth of July — the solitary drum on 
Governor's Island forgot to call the garrison to their shovels — ^the 
evening gun had not yet sounded its signal for all the regular 
well-meaning poultry throughout the country to go to roost; and 
the fleet of canoes at anchor between Gibbet Island and Commu- 
nipaw, slumbered on their rakes, and suffered the innocent oysters 
to he for a while unmolested in the soft mud of their native 
banks ! — My own feelings sympathized with the contagious tran- 
quillity, and I should infallibly have dozed upon one of those frag- 
ments of benches, which our benevolent magistrates have provided 
for the benefit of oo:.valescent loungers, hatl not the extraordinary 
inconvenience of tlie couch set all repose at defiance. 

In the midst of this slumber of the soul, my attention was at- 
tracted to a black speck, peering above the western horizon, jusi 
in the rear of Bergen steeple — gradually it augments and over- 
hangs the would-be cities of Jersey, Harsimus, and Hoboken, 
which, like three jockies, are starting on the course of esistence» 
and jostling each other sX tiie ocmmiencement of the race. Now 
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it akurts Hie long shore of andent FaTonla, spreading its wide 
shadows from the high settlements ot Weehawk quite to the laza- 
retto and quarantine, erected hj the sagacity of our police, for the 
embarrassment of commerce — ^now it climbs the serene vault of 
heaven, cloud rolling over cloud, shrouding the orb of day, dark- 
ening the vast expanse, and bearing thunder and hail and tempest 
in its bosom. The earth seems agitated at the ooofhsion of the 
heavens — ^the late waveless mirror is lashed into furious waves 
that roll in liollow nmrmiirs to the shore — the oyster boats tliat 
erst sported ia the placid vicinity of Gibbet Island, now hurry 
affrighted to the laud — ^the poplar writhes and twists and whistles 
in the blast — torrents of drraching rain and sounding hail deluge 
the battery walks — the gates are thronged by apprentices, servant 
maids, and little Frenchmen, with pocket handkerchief over their 
hats, scampering firom the storm — the late beauteous prospect 
presents one scene of anarchy and wild uproar, as thoiigli old 
Chaos had resumed his reign, and was hurling back into one vast 
turmoil the conflicting elements of nature. 

Whether I fled from the fury of the storm, or remained boldly 
at my post, as our gallant train-band captainf, who march their 
soldiers through the rain without Hinching, are points which I 
leave to the conjecture of the reader. It is possible he may be a 
little perplexed also to know the reason why I introduced this 
tremendous tempest to disturb tlu? spr(?uity of my work. On this 
latter point I will gratuitously instruct his ignorance. The pano- 
rama view of the battery was given merely to gratify the reader 
with a correct description of that celebrated place, and the parts 
adjacent — secondly, the storm was played off partly to give a 
little bustle and life to this tranquil part of my work, and to keep 

8* 
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my drowsy readei^ from falling aslcej) — .iiid partly to serve as 
an overture to the tempestuous times which are about to assail the 
pacific province of Nieuw-Nederlandts— and which overhang the 
slumbrotis adminiBtration of the renowned Wouter Van Twiller« 
It is thus the experienced playwright puts all the fiddles, the 
French-horns, the kettle-dmms, and trumpets of his orchestra in 
requisition, to nsher in one of those horrible and brimstone up- 
roars called Melodrames — ^and it is thus he discharges his thunder, 
his lightning, his rosin, and saltpetre, preparatory to the rising of 
a ghost, or the murdering of a herOb-^We will now proceed with 
our history. 

Whatever liiay be advanced by philosophers to the contrary, 
I am of opinion that, as to nations, the old maxim, that honesty 
is the best policy," is a sheer and ruinous mistake. It might have 
answered well enough in the honest times when it was made ; 
but in these degenerate days, if a nation pretends to rely merely 
upon the justice of its dealings, it will fare something like the 
honest man who among thieves, and found his honesty a poor 
protection against bad company. Such, at least, was the caj^e with 
the guileless government of the New-Ketherlauds ; wliicli, like a 
worthy unsuspicious old bui^her, quietly settled itself do¥m in 
the dfy of New-Amsterdam, as info a snug elbow chair — and fell 
into a comfortable nap — while, in the meantime, its cunning 
neighbors stepped in and picked its pockets. In a word, we may 
ascribe the conunencement of all the woes of this great province, 
and its magnificent metropolis, to the tranquil security, or, to 
speak more accurately, to the unfortunate honesty of iia govern- 
ment* But as I dislike to begm an important part of my history 
towards the end of a chapter; and as my readers, like myself 
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mast doubtless be exceedingly fatigued with tlie long walk we 
hare taken, and the tempest we have Bustained^I bold it meel 
we shut up the tHwk, smoke a pipe, and hanng fhiu lefredied 

our spirits, take a fair start in a new chapter. 
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CHAPTEB Vn. 

PAITHFULLT DESCBIBZKO THE INGENIOUS PEOPLE OP CONNSG- 
TIOUT AND THEREABOUTS SHOWING, MOREOVER, THE TRUE 

MEANING OF LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE, AND A CrUIOITS DE- 
VICE AMONG THESE STUBDX BABBAKIANS, TO KEEP UP A 
HARHONT OF INTERCOURSE, AND PROMOTE POPULATION. 

That my readers may the more fullj comprehend the extent of 
the calamity, at this very moment impending over the honest, 
unsuspecting province of Nieuw-Neclerlandb4, and its dubious 

governor, it is necessary that I sljould give some account of a 
horde of strange barbarians, bordering upon the eastern frontier. 

Now so it came to pass, that many years preyious to the time 
of w hick we are treating, the sage cabinet ol' England had adopted 
a certain national creed, a kind of public walk of faith, or rather 
a religious turnpike, in which every loyal subject was directed to 
travel to Zion — ^taking care to pay the toll-gatherers by the way. 

Albeit a certain slirewd race of men, being very mucli given 
to indulge their own opinions on all manner of subjects (a pro- 
pensity exceedingly offensive to your free governments of Europe) , 
did most presumptuously dare to think ior themselves in matters 
of religion, exercising what they considered a natural and unex- 
tiiiguishable right— the libeny of conscience. 

As, however, they possessed that ingenuous habit of mind 
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wbich always thinks aloud ; wWch rides cock-a-hoop on the tongue, 
and is for ever galloping into other people's ears, it naturally fol- 
lowed tibat their liberty of conscieikce likewise implied Hbertjf of 
speech, which being freely indulged, soon put the country in a hub- 
bub, and aroused the pious indiguaLiuu oi the vigilant fathers of 
the church. 

The usual methods were adopted to reclaim them, which 
in those days were considered efficacious in bringing back stray 

sheep to the fold ; that is to say, they were coaxed, they were atl- 
mouished, they were menaced, they were buffeted — line upon line, 
precept upon precept, lash upon lash, here a little and there a 
great deal, were exhausted without Inercy, and without success ; 
until the worthy pastors of the church, wearied out by their un- 
paralleled stubbornness, were driven in the excess of their tender 
mercy, to adopt the Scripture text, and literally to *^ heap live 
embers on their heads." 

Nothing, however, could subdue that independence of the 
tongue which has ever distinguished this singular race, so that, 
rather than subject that heroic member to further tyranny, they 
one and all embarked for the wilderness of America, to enjoy, un- 
molested, the inestimable right of talking. And, in lact, no soouer 
did they land upon the shore of this free-spoken country, than 
they all lifted up theb voices, and made such a clamor of tongues, 
that we are told they frightened every bird and beast out of the 
neighborhood, and struck such mute terror into certain fish, that 
they have been called dwnihfish ever since. 

This may appear marvelous, but it is nevertheless true, in 
proof of which I would observe, that the dumb-fish has ever since 
become an object of superstitious reverence, and forms the Sat- 
, urday's dinner of every true Yankee. 
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The aimple aborigines af the land for a while contemplated 
these strange folk in utter astoxushmenty but discorering that they 
wielded harmless, though noisy weapons, and were a Hveljr, inge> 
nious, good-immored race of men, they became very friendly and 
sociable, and gave them the name of Tanoktes, which in the Mais- 
Tchusaeg (or Massaehusett) language signifies n^tfiMnp—^ wag- 
gish appellation, since shortened into the familiar epithet of Yah- 
KEES, which they retain unto the present day. 

True it is, and my fidelity as a historian will not allow me to 
pass over the fact, that having served a regular apprenticeship in 
the scliool of persecution, these ingenious people soon showed that 
they had become masters o^ the art. The great majority were 
of one particular mode of thinking in matters of religion ; hut to 
their great surprise and indignation, they found that divers 
papists, quakers and anabaptists were springing up among them* 
and all claiming to use the liberty of speech. This was at once pror 
nounced a daring abuse of the liberty of conscience ; which they 
now insisted was nothing more than the liberty to think lis one 
pleased in matters of religion — provided one thought right ; for 
otherwise it would be giving a latitude to damnable heresies. 
Now as they, the majority, were convinced that they alone thought 
right, it consequently followed, that whoever thought different 
from them thought wrong — and whoever thought wrong, and ob- 
stinately persisted in not being convinced and converted, was fi 
flagrant violator of the inestimable liberty of conscience, and a cor- 
rupt and infectious member of the body politic, and deserved to be 
lopped off and cast into the fire. The consequence of all which, 
was a fiery persecution of divers sects, and especially of quakers. 

Now I'll ^varrant there <are hosts of my readers, ready at once 
to lift Up their hands and eyes, with that virtuous indignation with 
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wMch we contemplate the faults and errors of our neighbors, and 
to exclaim at the preposterous idea of convincing the mind bj 
tormenting the hod^, and establishing the doctrine of charity and 
forbearance by intolerant persecution. But in simple truth, what 
are we doing at this very daj, and in fhis verj enlightened na> 
tiony but acting upon the verj same prindple in our poUtkal con- 
troversies? Have we not within bat a few years released our- 
selves irom the shackles of a government which cruelly denied us 
the privilege of governing ourselves, and using in fitll latitude that 
invaluable member, the tongue ? and are we not at this very mo- 
ment, striving our best to tyrannize over the opinions, tie up the 
tongues, and ruin the fortunes of one another ? What are our 
great political societies, but mere political inquisitions— our pot* 
house committees but Mttle tribunals of denunciation — our news- 
papers but mere whipping-posts and pilloiic.-, where unfortunate 
individuals are pelted with rotten eggs — ^and our council of ap- 
pointment, but a grand auio de /«, where culprits are annually sa- 
crificed for their political heresies ? 

Where then is the difference in principle between our measures 
and those you are so ready to condemn among the people I am 
treating of? There is none; the difference is merely dreum* 
stantisJ. — Thus we derumneef instead of banishing — ^we Uhd, in- 
stead of scourging — we turn out of office^ instead of hanging— 
and where they burnt an offender in proper person, we either 
tar and feather or hum him in effiytf — this poMcal persecution 
being, somehow or other, the grand palladium of our liberties, and 
an incontrovertible proof that this is a free country / 

But notwithstanding the fervent seal with which this holy war 
was prosecuted against the whole race of unbeUevers, we do sot 
find that the population of this new colony was in anywise hin- 
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dered thereby ; on the contrary, they multipUed to a degree which 
woald be incredible to any man unacquainted with the marreloiu 

fecundity of ihi^ <r rowing count ly. 

Tiik amazing increase maj> indeed, be partly ascribed to a sin- 
gcdar caatom prevalent among themy commonly known by the 
name of hvndUng, — a superstitious rite observed by the young 
people of both sexes, with which they usually terminated their 
festivities ; and which was kept up with religious strictness by 
the more bigoted part of- the community* This ceremony was 
likewise, in those primitive times, considered as an indispen- 
sable preliminary to matrimony ; their courtships eommeiicinjz; 
where ours usually finish — by which mcansi they acquired that in- 
timate acquaintance with eadi others' good qualities before mar- 
riage, which has been pronounced by pbUosopbers the sure basis 
of a linppy union. Thus < arly (lid this cunning and ingenious 
people display a shrewdness of making a bargain, which has ever 
since distingnished them— and a strict adherence to the good old 
vulgar maxim about "buying a pig in a poke." 

To this sagacious custom, therel'ure, do I chiefly attribute the 
impaialleled increase of the Yanokie or Yankee race ; for it is 
a certain fact, well authenticated by court records and parish re* 
gister^i, that wherever the practice of bundling prevailed, there 
was an amazing number of sturdy brats annually born unto the 
State, without the Ucense of the law, or the benefit of clergy. 
Neither did the irregularity of their birth operate in the least to 
their disparagement. On the contrary, they grew up a long-sided, 
raw-boned, hardy race of whoreson whalers, wood-cutters, fisher- 
men, and pedlers, and strapping corn-fed wenches ; who by their 
united efforts tended marveloosly towards peopling those notable 
tracts of country called Nantucket, Piscaiaway, and Cape Cod. ^ 
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HOW THSBB BU9GULAB BARBARIANS THRITVD OUT TO BR NO- 
TOBIOX7S SQUATTERS — ^HOW THET BUILT AIR CA8TLB9, AND 

ATT£MF1£D TO INITIATE TH£ NEDERLANDERS INTO THE 
MT8TRRT OF BUNDLING. 

In the last chapter I have given a faithful and unprejudiced 
account of the origin of that singular race ot puopltj, inhabiting 
the country eastward of the Nieuw-Nederlandts ; but I have yet 
to mention certain peculiar habits which rendered them exceed* 
ingly annoying to uur ever honored Dutch ancestors. 

The most prominent of these was a certain rambling propen- 
sity, with which, like the sons of Ishmael, they seem to have been 
gifted by heaven, and which continually goads them on, to shift 
their residence from pU\ce to place, so that a Yankee farmer is 
in a constant state of migration ; tarrying occasionally here and 
there ; clearing lands for other people to enjoy, building houses 
for others to inhabit, and in a manner may be considered the 
wandering Arab of America, 

His first thought, on coming to the years of manhood, is to 
9€iile himself in the world — which means nothing more nor less 
thim to begin his rambles. To this end he takes unto himself for 
a wife some buxom country heiress, passing rich in red ribands, 
lji$B8 beads, and mock tortoifle-shell oombs, with a white gown 
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and moiOGOo shoes fi>r Sunday, and deeply skilled in the mjBteiy 

of making apple sweatmeats, long sauce, and pumpkin pie. 

Having thus provided himselt, like a pedier with a heavy 
knapsack, wherewith to regale his shoulders through the journey 
of life, he literally sets out on the peregrination. His whole 
faiailv, luMKehold I'lU Jiiiure, and I'anninpr utensils, are lioisted into 
a covered « ;irt ; his own and his wile's wardrobe packed up in a 
firkin — ^which done, be shoulders his axe, takes staff in hand, 
whistles ''yankee doodle/' and trudges off to the woods, as confi- 
dent of the protection of Providence, and relying as cheerfully • 
upon his own resources, as did ever a patriarch of yore, when he 
journeyed into a strange countiy of the Gentiles. Having buried 
himself in the wilderness, he builds himself a log hut, clears away 
a cornfield and potato j)atch, and l^rovidence smiling upon his 
labors, is soon surrounded by a snug fkrm and some half a soora 
of flaxen-headed urchins, who^ by their size, seem to have sprung 
all at once out of the eartli, like a crop of toadstools. 

But it is not the nature of this most indefatigable of specull^ 
tors to rest contented with any state of sublunary enjoyment— 
ifnprovwnmt is his darling passion, and having thus improved his 
lands, the next care is to })rovide a mansion worthy the residence 
of a landholder. A huge palace of pine boards immediately 
springs up in the midst of the wilderness, large enough for a par* 
ish church, and furnished with windows of all dimensions, but so 
rickety and flimsy withal, that every blast gives it a fit of the 
ague. 

By the time the outside of this mighty air castle is completed, 

either the funds or the zeal of our adventurer are exhausted, so 
that he barely manages to half finish one room within, where the 
whole family burrow together — ^while the rest of the house is 
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devoted to the curing of pumpkins, or storing of carrots and potar 
toesy and is decorated with fanciful festoons of dried apples and 
peaches. The outdde remaining unpalnted, grows venerablj 
black with time ; the fiunilj waidrobe is laid under contribution 
for old hats, petticoats, and breeches, to stuff into the broken win- 
dows^ while the four winds of heaven keep up a whistling and 
howling about this aerial palace, and play as many unruly gam- 
bols as they did of yore in the cave of old JEoIvlb, 

The humble log hut, which whilom nestled this improving 
£unily snugly within its narrow but comfortable walls, stands hard 

■ 

by, in ignominious contrast, degraded into a cow-house or pig- 
sty ; and the whole scene reminds one forcibly of a fable, which 
I am surprised has never been recorded, of an aspiring snail, who 
abandoned his humble habitation, which he had long fiUed with 
great respectability, to crawl into the empty shell of a lobster^ 
where he would no doubt have resided with great style and splen- 
dor, the envy and the hate of all the painstaking snails in the 
neighborhood, had he not perished with cold, in one comer of his 
stupendous mansion. 

Being thus completely settled, and, to use his own words, to 
rights/' one would imagine tliat he would begin to enjoy the com- 
forts of his situation, to read newspapers, talk politics, neglect his 
own business, and attend to the affiurs of the nation, like a useful 
and patridtic citizen; but now it is that his wayward disposition 
begins again to operate. He soon grows tired of a spot where 
there is no longer any room for improvement — sells his farm, air 
castle, petticoat windows and all, reloads his cart, shoulders his 
axe, puts liimself at the head of his ikinily, and wanders away in 
search of new lands — again to fell trees— again to dear cornfields 
•^Higain to build a shingle palace^ and again to sell off and wander* 
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Saeh were the people of Coimecdciit, who bordered upon the 
eastern frontier of Niew-Nederlanclts, and mj readers may easily 

imagine what uncomfortable neighbors this light-hearted but rest- 
less tribe must have been to our tranquil progenitors. M they 
eannoty I would ask them, if they have ever known one of our 
regular, well-organized Dutch famiUes, whom it hath pleased 
heaven to aiiiiet with the neighborhood of a French boarding- 
house ? The honest old burgher cannot take his afternoon's pipe 
on the bench before his door, but he is persecuted with the 
scraping of fiddles, the chattering of women, and the squalling of 
children — ^he cannot sleep at night for the horrible ni( lodies of 
some amateur, who chooses to serenade the moouy and display his 
terrible proficiency in executiofi^ on the clarionet, hautboy, or 
some other soft-toned instrument — ^nor can he leave the street 
door open, but his house is defiled by the unsavory visiis of a 
troop of pup dogs, who even sometimes carry their loathsome 
ravages into the sanctum sanctorum, the parlor I * 

If my readers have ever witnessed the sufferings of such a 
&mily, so situated, they may form some idea how our worthy an- 
cestors were distressed by their mercurial neighbors of Conneo- 
ticut* 

Gangs of these marauders, we are told, penetrated into the 
New-Netherland settlements, and threw whole villages into con- 
sternation by their unparalleled volubility, and their intolerable 
inquisitivenesB — two evil habits hitherto unknown in those parts, 
or only known to be abhorred ; for our ancestors were noted as 
being men of truly Spartan taciturnity, and who neither knew 
nor cared aught about any body's concerns but their own. Many 
enormities were committed on the highways, where several un- 
offending burghers were brought to a stand, and tortured with 
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questions and guesses, which outrages occasioned as luucli vexa- 
tion and heart-burning as does the modem right of search on the 
seas* 

Great jealoiisj did they likewise stir up, by their intermed- 
dling and successes among' the divine sex ; lor being a race of 
brisk, likely, pleasant-tongued varlets, they soon seduced the 
light afiedaons of the simple i1ft.mflaU their ponderous 
Dutch gallants. Among other hideoas customs, they attempted 
to introduce among them that of bundling, which the Dutch 
lasses of the Nederlandts, with that eager passion for novel^ 
and foreign fashions natural to their sex, seemed yery well in* 
dined to follow, but that their mothers, being more experienced 
in the world, and better acquainted with men and things, strenu- 
ously discountenanced all such outlandish innoyations. 

But what chiefly o{>erated to embroil our ancestors with these 
strange fblk, was an unwarrantable liberty which they occasion- 
al Iv look oi entering in hordes into the territories of the JNew- 
^etherlands, and settling themselves down, without leave or li- 
cense, to improve the land, in the manner I have before noticed. 
This unceremonious mode of taking possession of new land was 
technically termed squatting, and hence is derived the appellation 
of eqttattere ; a name odious in the ears of all great landhold- 
ers, and which is given to those enterprising worthies who seize 
upon land first, and take their chance to make good their title to 
it afterwards. 

All these grievances, and many others which were constantly 
accumulating, tended to form that dark and portentous cloud, 

which, as I observed in a former chapter, was slowly gathering 
over the tranquil province of New-Netherlands. The pacific 
cabinet of Tan TwiUer, however^ as will be perceived in the se* 
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qaely bore them all with a magpaoimitj that redounds to their 
inunortal credit— beooming by passive endnranoe Imired to this 
inereaslng nuiBS of wrongs ; like that mighty maa of old, who by 
^Bnt of carrying about a calf from the timo it was born, continu- 
ed to cany it without difficulty whea it had grown to be an oz. 
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HOW THE FOBT OOED HOOP WAS FBABFITLLT BSLBAOUIBBD^ 
ROW THB RENOWNED WOUTEB FELL INTO A PBOFODm 

DOUBT, Aivi» now HE FINALLY EVAPORATED. 

Bt this time my readexs must folly peroeiye what an azdooiu 

task I have undertaken— exploring a little kind of Herculaneum 
of history, which had lain nearly for ages buried under the rub- 
bish of years, and almost totally forgotten — ^raking up the limbs 
and fragments of disjointed fiicts, and endeavoring to put them 
scrupulously together, so as to restore them to their ori^nal form 
and connection — ^now lugging forth the character of an aknost 
forgotten hero, like a mutilated statue— now deciphering a half 
de&ced inscription, and now lighting upon a mouldering mann- 
script, which, after painful study, scarce repays the trouble of 
perusal. 

Id sueh case how much has the reader to depend upon the 

honor and probity of his author, lest, like a cunning antiquarian, 
he either impose upon him some spurious fabrication of his own^ 
for a predous relic firom antiquity— or else dress up the dismem- 
bered fragment with sudi false trappings, that it is scarcely pos- 
sible to distinguish the truth from the fiction with which it is en- 
veloped* This is a grievance which I have more than once had 

ir 
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to lament^ in the course of my wearisome researches amoiig tfie 
works of mj fellow historiansy who have strangely disguised and 

distorted the facts respecting this country ; and particularly re- 
specting the great proviuce of New-Netherlands ; as will he per- 
ceived hy any who will lake the trouble to compare their roman- 
tic eflPbsions, tricked out in the meretricious gauds of fable, with 

tliia authentic history. 

I have had more vexations of the kind to encounter, in those 
parts of mj iustoiy which treat of the transactions on the eastern 
border, than in an3r other, in consequence of the txtK>ps of his- 
torians who have infested th(»se quarters, and have shown the 
honest people of Nieuw-Nederlandts no mercj in their works. 
Among the rest, Mr. Benjamin Trumbull arrogantlj declares, 
that ** the Dutch were always mere intruders." — ^Now to this I 
shall make no other r('[»l y, than to proceed in tlie steady narration 
of my history, which will contain not only proofs that the Dutch 
had dear title and possession in the fair valleys of the Connecti- 
cut, and that they were wrongfully dispossessed thereof — ^but 
likewise, that they have been scandalously maltreated ever since, 
by the misrepresentations of the crafty historians of New-Eng- 
land. And in this I shall be guided by a spirit of truth and 
impartiality, and a regard to immortal fame — for I would pot 
wittingly dishonor my work by a single falsehood, misrepresenta- 
tion, or prejudice, though it should gain our forefathers the 
whole country of New-England. 

I have already noticed in a former chapter of my history, 
that the territories of the Nieuw-Nederhuidta extended on the 
east, quite to the Yarshe or iresh, or Connecticut river. Here, 
at an eariy period, had been established a frontier post on the 
bank of the river, and called Fort Goed Hoop, not far &om the 
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■ife €it liie present fiur citj <if Hartfeid. It was placed under tihe 

coimaimd of Jacobus A'liii Curlct, or CurlLs, a.> some historians 
will have it ; a doughty soldier, of that stomachrul class famous 
£m eating all thej kilL He was long in the body and short in 
ihe limb, as thongh a taU nian*8 body had been mounted on a 
littlr iiiLUi's legs. lie made up for this turnspit construction by- 
striding to such au extent, tliat you would have sworn he had on 
the 8even4eagiied boots <^ Jack the Giant-killer ; and so high did 
he tread on parade, that his soldiers were sometunes alarmed lest 

he should trampk; himself under foot. 

Bat notwithstanding the erection of this lort and the appoint- 
ment of this ugly little man of war as commander, the Yan- 
kees continued the interlopings hinted at in my last chapter, and 
at length hud the audacity to squat themselves down within the 
jurisdiction of Fort Goed Hoop. 

The long-bodied Van Curlet protested with great spurit against 
these nnwarrantahle encroachments, eouefaing his protest in Low 
L)utch, by way of inspirhig more terror, and forlhwith dispatched 
a copy oi' the protest to the governor at IS^ew-Amsterdam, together 
with a long and bitter account of the aggresdons of the enemy. 
This done, he ordered his men, one and all, to be of good cheer — 
shut the gate of the fort, smoked three pipes, went to bed, and 
awaited the result with a resolute and intrepid tranquillity, that 
greatly animated his adherents, and no doubt struck sore dismay 
and affiright into the hearts of the enemy. 

Now it came to pass, that about this time, the renowned 
Wouter Van Twiller, iuU of years and honors, and council din- 
ners, had reached that period of life and faculty which, according 
to the great GuUiyer, entitles a man to admission into the ancient 
Older of Struldbruggs. He employed his time in smoking his 
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Tinkiah pipe, amid an assembli^ of sageo, equally enligfefawa^ 
and nearly aa yenerable aa bimaelf, and who, for thdr BOenoe, 

Ui( ii LMaviiy, their wisdom, and their cautious averseness to 
coming to any conclusion in bu8inei«s, are only to be equaled by 
certain profound corporations which I have known in my time. 
Upon reading the protest of the gallant Jaoobua Van Curlet, 
therefore, his excellency fell straightway into one of the deepest 
doubts that ever he w&j laiuwn to encounter; his capacious iicad 
gradually drooped on his chest, he closed his eyes, and inclined 
his ear to one side, as if Ustening with great attention to the dia- 

cussion that w;is goin;z; on in liis belly ; and which all who 
knew him declared to be the huge court-house or council-chamber 
of his thoughts ; forming to his head what the house of repvO" 
sentatiyes does to the senate. An marticnlate sound, yery much 
resembling a snore, occasionally escaped him — but the nature of 
this internal corritation was never known, as he never opened his 
lipa on the subject to man, woman, or child. In the meantime, 
lihe protest of Van Cnrlet laid quietly on the table, where it 
served to light the pipes of the venerable sages assembled in 
council i and in the great smoke which they raised, the gallant 
Jaoobusy his protest, and his migh^ ibrt Good Hoop, were soon 
as completely beclouded and forgotten, as is a question of emer- 
gency swallowed up in tiie speeches and resolutions of a modem 
session of Congress. 

There are certain emeigendes when your piofound legislators 
and sage deliberadye councils are mightily in the way of a nation ; 
and when an ounce of haii -])rained decision is worth a pound of 
sage doubt and cautious discussion. Such, at least, was the case at 
present ; for while the renowned Wonter Van Twiller was daily 
battling wiiii hia doubts, and his resolution growing weaker and 
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nwher in Um oontest) the enemj poshed farther and &rther into 

hiB territcMnes, and assumed a most formidable appearance in the 
neighborhood of fort Good lioop. Here they founded liie mighty 
town of Jifquoff, or, as it has since heen called* Weathenjieldt a 
place which, if we maj credit the assertions of that worthy hislo< 
rian, John Josselyn, G^nt, ''hath been Infamous by reason of the 
witches therein/' — And so daring did these men of Pyquag be- 
eomey that they extended those plantations of onions, for which 
their town is illnstrioos, under the very noses of the garrison of 
ibrt Goed Hoop — insomuch tliat the honest Dutchmen could not 
look toward that quarter without tears in their eyes. 

This crying injustice was regarded with proper indignation by 
the gallant Jacobns Van Cnrlet — ^He abeohitely trembled with 
the violence of his choler and the exacerbations of his valor; 
which were the more turbulent in their workings, from the length 
of the body in which they were agitated. He forthwith proceeded 
to strengdien his redoubts, heighten his breastworks, deepen his 
fosse, and fortiiy his position with a double row of abbatis ; after 
which he dispatched a fresh courier with accounts of his periloua 
situation. 

The courier chosen to bear the dispatches was a fat oily little 

man, as being less liable to be worn out, or to lose leather on the 
journey; and to insure his speed, he wa^ mounted on ihc fleetest 
wagon horse in the garrison, remarkable for length of limb^ large- 
ness of bone, and hardness of trot; and so tall, that the litde mes* 
senger was obliged to climb on his back by meiuis ot lii- t:nl aud 
crupper. Such extraordinary speed did he make, that he arrived 
at fort Amsterdam in a little less than a month, though the dia* 
tance was fuU two hundred pipes, or about one hundred and 
twenty miles. 
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Witli an appearance of great huny and lraBuie88» and smoldng 
a short traveling-pipe, he proceeded on a long swing trot 
through the muddy laiies of the metropolis, demolishing whole 
batches of dirt pies, wiiich the little Dutch children were making 
in tiie rood; and for whioh kind of pastry the children of this city 
haye ever been famous. On arriving at the govemor^s house, he 
climbed down from his steed; roused the gray-headed door- 
keeper, old Skaats, who, Uke his lineal descendant and faithful re- 
presentative, the venerable crier of onr court, was nodding at his 
post — rattled at tbe door of the council chamber, and startled the 
members as they were dozing over a plan for establishing a pub- 
lic market 

At that very moment a gentle grunt, or rather a deep-drawn 
snore, was heard firom the chair of the governor ; a wliiff of smoke 
was at the same instant observcnl to esoajie fioui his lips, and a 
light cloud to ascend from the bowl of his pipe. The council, of 
course, supposed him engaged in deep sleep for the good of the com- 
munity, and,acconling to custom in all such cases established, every 
man bawled out silence, when, of a sudden, the door flew open, 
and the little courier straddled into the apartment, cased to the 
middle in a pair of Hessian boots, which he had got into for the 
sake of expedition. In his rijrht hand held forth the ominous 
dispatches, and with his lei i he graspeii iirmly the waistband of 
his galligaskins, which had unfortunately given way, in the ezei^ 
tion of descending from his horse. He stumped resolutely up to 
tlie governor, and with more hurry than perspicuity, delivered his 
message. But fortunately his ill tidings came too late to ruffle 
the tranquillity of this most tranquil of rulers* His venerable 
excellency had jnst breathed and smoked his last— his lungs and 
his pipe having been exhausted together, and his peaceful soul 
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bsving escaped in the last wluff that eurled from his tobaeoo pipe. 

In a word, the renowned Walter the Doubter, who had so otten 
slambered with his oontemporaries, now slept with his ^GUtherSi and 
Wilhefamis Keft gOTemed in his stead. 
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CONTAINING THE CHRONICLES OF THE REIGN OF WILLIAM 

THE TESTY. 

CHAPTER L 

SHOwnra tbe natube of histobt m genebal; coivtaiking 

FABTHEBMOBE THE UNIYEBSAI. ACQUIBEMEITTS OF WILLIAK 

THE TESTY, AND HOW A MAN MAY LEABN SO MUCH AS TO 
BKNDSB HIMSELF GOOD FOB NOTHING. 

• 

When the lofty Thucydides is about to enter upon his description 
of the plague that desolated Athens, one of his modem commen- 
tators assures llie reader, that the hlstoiy is now going to be ex- 
ceeding solemn, serious, and pathetic ; and hints, with that air of 
chuckling gratulation witli which a good dame draws forth a choice 
morsel from a cupboard to regale a ^Yorite, that this plague will 
give bis history a most agreeable varietj. 

In like manner did my heart leap within me, when I came 
to the dolorous dilemma of Fort Good Hope, which I at once 
perceiyed to be the forerunner of a series of great events and en- 
tertaining disasters. Such are ihe true subjects for the historic 
pen. For what is history, in fact, but a hind of Newgate calen- 
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dar> a register of the crimes and miaeries ihsX man has inflicted 
on his fellow man ? It is a Huge libel on human nature, to which 

we industriously add paijo after page, volume after volume, 
as if we were building up a monument to the honor, rather than 
the infamy of our species. If we turn over the pages of these 
chronicles that man has written of himself, what are the charac- 
ters dignified by the appellation of great, and held up to the ULlnii- 
ration of posterity ? Tyrants, robbers, conquerors, renowned ouly 
for the magnitude of their misdeeds, and the stupendous wrongs 
and miseries they have inflicted on mankind — warriors, who have 
hired themselves to the trade of blood, not IVom motives of virtuous 
patriotism, or to protect the injured and defenceless, but merelj to 
gain the Taunted glory of heing adroit and successful in massa- 
cring their fellow-beings I What are the great events that con- 
stitute a glorious era ? — The fall of empires — the desolation of 
happy countries — splendid cities smoking in their ruins— the 
proudest works of art tumbled in the dust — the shrieks and groans 
of whole nations ascending unto heaven ! • 

It is thus the liistorian may be said to thrive on the miseries 
of manJdnd, like birds of prey which hover over the field of batUe, 
to &tten on the mighty dead. It was observed by a great pro- 
jector of inland lock navigation, that rivers, lakes, and oceans, 
were only formed to feed canals. — In like manner I am tempted 
to believe, that plots, conspiracies, wars, victories, and massacres, 
are ordained by Providence only as food for the historian. 

It is a source of great delight to the philoeophcr, in studying 
the wonderful economy of nature, to trace the mutual dependen- 
cies of things, how they are created reciprocally for each other, 
and how the most noxious and apparently nnnecessaiy animal 
has its uses* Thus those swarms of flies, which are so often 
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execrated as useless vermin, are created for the sustenance of 
spiders — and spiders, on the other hand, are eyidentlj made to 
devour flies. So those heroes who have been such scourges to 
the world, were bounteously provided as themes for the poet and 
historian, while the poet and the historian were destined to record 
the achievements of heroes I 

These, and manj similar reflections, naturally arose in my 
mind, as I took up ray pen to commence the reign of William 
Kioft : for now the stream of our history, which hitherto lias 
rolled in a tranquil current, is about to depart for ever from its 
peaceful haunts, and brawl through many a turbulent and rugged 
scene. 

As some sleek ox, sunk in the rich repose of a clover-lield, 
dozing and chewing the cud, will bear repeated blows before it 
raises itself; so the province of Nieuw Nederlandts, having waxed 
fat under tlie ili owsy reijrn of the Doubter, needed cuffs and kicks 
to rouse it into action. The reader will now witness the manner 
in which a peaceful community advances towards a state of war ; 
which is*apt to be like the approach of a horse to a drum, with 
much prancing and little progress, and too often with the wrong 
end foremost. 

Wilhelmus Kieft, who, in 16B4, ascended the gubematoria] 
chair (to borrow a favorite though clumsy appellation of modem 
phrascologisti;, was of a ioliy descent, iiis father being inspector 
of wind-miUs in the ancient town of Saardam ; and our hero, we 
are told, when a boy, made very curious investigations into the 
nature and operation of these machines, which was one reason 
why he afterwards came to be so ingenious a governor. Ills 
name, according to the most authentic etymologists, was a corrup- 
tion of Kyver ; that is to say, a wranffhr or teMer; and ex- 
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pressed the characteristic of his fiunily, wtdeh, fbr nearly two 

centuries, had kept the winrlv town of Saardain in hot water, and 
produced more tartai's and brimstones tlian any ten families in the 
place ; and so truly did he inherit this family peculiarity, that he 
had not been a year in the government of the pitmnce, before he 
was universally denominated William the Testy. His appear- 
ance answered to his name. Ue was a brisk, wiry, waspish little 
old gentleman ; such a one as may now and then be seen stump- 
ing about our city in a broad-skirted coat with huge buttons, a 
cocked hat stuck on the back of his head, and a cane as high as 
his chin. His face was broad, but his features were sharp ; his 
cheeks were scorched into a dusky red, by two fiery little gray 
eyes ; his nose turned up, and the comers of his mouth turned 
down, pretty much like the muzzle of an irritable pug-dog. 

I have heard it observed by a profound adept in human physi- 
ology, that if a woman waxes fat with the progress of years, her 
tenure of life is somewhat precarious, but if haply she withers as 
she grows old, she lives for ever. Such promised to be the case 
with William the Testy, who grew tough in proporticn as he 
dried. He had withered, in fact, not through the process of years, 
but through the tropical fervor of his soul, which burnt like a 
vehement rush-light in his bosom; inciting him to incessant 
broils and bickerings. Ancient traditions speak much of his 
learning, and of the gtdlant inroads he had made into the dead 
languages in which he had made captive a host of Greek nouns 
and Latin verbs i and brought off rich booty in ancient saws and 
apoih^gms ; which he was wont to parade in his public harangues, 
as a triumphant general of yore, his spcUa opima. Of metar 
physics he knew enough to confound all hearers and himself into 
the baigain. In logic, he knew the whole family of syllogisms 
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and dilemmas, and was so proud of his skill that he never suffered 
even a self-evident fact to pass unargued. It was observed, how- 
ever, that he seldom got into an argument without getting into a 
perplexity, and then into a passion with hie adversary fbr not 
being convinced gratis. 

He bad, moreover, skirmished smartly on the fi*ontiers of 
several of the sciences, was fond of experimental pbilosophj, and 
prided Himself upon inventions of all kinds. BBs abode, which 
he had fixed at u Bowerie or country-seat at a short distance from 
the city, just at what is now called Dutch-street, soon abounded 
with proofs of his Ingenuity: patent smoke-jacks that required a 
horse to work them ; Dutch ovens that roasted meat withont fire ; 
carta that went before the horses; weather-cocks that turned 
against the wind ; and other wrong-headed contrivances that as- 
tonished and confounded all beholders. The house, too, was beset 
with paralytic cats and dogs, the subjects of his experimoital 
philosopliy ; and tlic yelling and yelping of the latter unhappy 
victiuis of science, while aiding in the pursuit of knowledge, soon 
gained for the place the name of Dog's MjseEy," by which it 
continues to be known even at the present day. 

It is in knowledge as in swimming ; he who flounders and 
splashes on the surface, makes more noise, and attracts more 
attentbn, than the peail-diver who .quietly dives, in quest of 
treasures to the bottom. The vast acquirements of the new go- 
vernor were the theme of marvel among the simple burghers of 
Kew-Amsterdam ; he figured about the place as learned a man as 
a Bouze at Pekin, who has mastered one half of the Chinese 
alphabet : and was unanimously pronounced a " universal e^enius !'* 

I have known in my time many a genius of this stamp ; but, 
to speak my mind freely, I never knew one who^ for the ordinary 
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|W iipqi0 » of life, was worth his weiglit in straw. In this teegetA, 
a litfle sound judgment and plain common sense is worth all the 

Bpaikling genius that ever wrote poetry or invented theories. 
Let UB see how the oniversal acquirements of William the Testy 
aided him m the afiairs of gorenunent 
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HOW WILLIAM THi: TESTY tINDERTOOK TO CONQUER BY PRO- 
CLAMATION — HOW HE WAS A QSEAT MAlf ABROADj BUT A 
XATTLB HAir IN HIS OWK HOUSK. 

No sooner had this bustling little potentate been blown by a 
wbiff of fortime into the seat of goyenmieiit than he called his 
eooneii together to make them a speech on the state of afiatrs. 

Caius Gracchus, it is said, when he harangued the Roman 
populace, modulated his tone by an oratorical flute or pitch-pipe ; 
Wilhehnns Kiefty not having such an instroment at hand, availed 
himself of that musical oigan or tramp which nature has implanted 
in the midst of a man's fece ; in other words, he preluded his 
address by a sonorous blast of the nose , a preliminary flourish 
much in vogue among public oratos. 

He then commenced hj ezpresfflng his humhle sense of his ut- 
ter unworthiness of the high post to which he had been appointed ; 
which made some of the simple burghers wonder why he under- 
took ity not knowing that it is a point of etiquette with a public 
orator never to enter upon office without declaring himself un- 
wurtUy to cross the threshold. He then proceeded in a manner 
highly classic and erudite to speak of government generally, and 
of the gOTemments of ancient Greece hi particular; together 
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with the wan of Rome and CSarthage ; and the rlae and hSU of 

sundry outlandish empires which the worthy burghers had never 
read nor heard oil Having thus, after the maimer ol your 
learned orators, treated of things in general, he came hj a nata- 
ral, roundabout transition, to ibe matter in hand, namely, the 
daring aggressions of the Yankees. 

As my reailers are well aware of the advantage a potentate 
has of handling his enemies as he pleases in his speeches and 
bolletins, where he has the talk all on his own side, they may rest 
assured that William the Testy did not let such an opportunity 
escape of giving the Yankees what is called a taste of his quali- 
ty." In speaking of their inroads into the territories of their 
High Mightinesses, he compared them to the Gauls who deso* 
lated Rome; the Groths and Vandals who overran the fairest 
plains of £urope ; bat when he came to speak of the.unparaUeled 
audad^ with whidi they of Weathersfield had advanced their 
patches up to the very walls of Fort Goed Hoop, and threatened 
to smother the garrison in onions, tears of rage started into his 
eyes, as though he nosed the very offence in question. 

Having thus wrought up his tale to a dimaz, he assumed a 
most belligerent look, and assured the council that he had devised 
an mstrument, potent in its erfects, and which he trusted would 
soon drive the Yankees irom the land. So saying, he thrust his 
hand into one of the deep pockets of his broad-skirted coat and 
drew forth, not an infernal machine, but an instrument in writing, 
which he laid with great emphasis upon the table. 

The burghers gazed at it for a time in silent awe, as a wary 
housewife does at a gun, fearful it may go off half-codded. The 
document in question had a sinister look, it is true ; it was crab- 
bed in text, and Irom a broad red ribbon dangled the great seal 
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of the province, about the size of a buckwheat pancake. Stilly 
after ally it was but an instrument in writing. Hereini howeyer, 
existed the wonder of the invention. The dociunent in question 
was a Proclamation, ordering the Yankees to depart instiuuly 
from the territoried of their High Mightiuesses under paiu of 
suffering all the forfeitures and punishments in such case made 
and provided. It was on the moral effect of this fonnidabie 
instnimeut tliat Wilhelmus Kicft calculated; pledging his valor 
as a governor that, once fuhninated against the Yankees, it 
would, in less than two months, drive every mother^s sun of them 
across the borders. 

The council broke up in perfect wonder, and nothing was 
talked of for some time among the old men and women of New- 
Amsterdam but the vast genius of the governor, and his new and 
cheap mode of fighting by proclamation. 

As to Wilhelmus K.ielt, having dispatched his prodamation 
to the frontiers, he put on his cocked hat and corduzoj small- 
clothes, and mounting a tall raw-boned diarger, trotted out to his 
rural retreat of Dog's Misery. Here, like the good Numa, he 
reposed from the toils of state, taking lessons in government, not 
from the n jmph Egeria, but from the honored wife of his bosom ; 
who was one of that class of females sent upon the eartli a little 
af^er the flood, as a punishment for the sins of mankind, and 
coninioniy known by the appellation of knowiny women* in tiact, 
my duty as an historian ohligi^ me to make known a circum- 
stance which was a great secret at the time, and consequently 
was not a subject of scandal at more than half the tea-tables in 
New-Amsterdam, but which, like many other great secrets, has 
leaked out in the lapse of years — and this was, that Wilhelmus 
the Testy, though one of the most potent little men that ever 
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broftihod, yet snbmitted at home to a spedea of goyenunent^ nel- 
iher laid down in Aristode nor Plato ; in short, it partook of the 
nature of a pure, unmixed tyranny, and is ianiiiiarly denominated 
pttHcoat ffovemmetU, — ^Au absolute sway, which, although ex- 
ceedin^7 common in these modem days, was very rare among 
the ancients, if we may judge from the rout made about the 
domestic economy of honest Socrates ; which is the only anci^t 
case on record. 

The great Kieft, however, warded off all Ae sneers and 

sarcasms of his particular friends, who are ever ready to joke 
with a man on sore points of the kind, by alleging that it was a 
government of his own election, to which he submitted through 
choice ; adding at the same tune a profound maxim which he had 

found in an ancient author, that " he who would aspire to youa n 
should first learn to ohey^ 
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m WmOH ABB BBOOSDBD THB 8Aas FBOJBOTB OF ▲ BULER 07 
mnVBRSAL GBMI1TS — THB ABT OF FIOHTIKO BT PBOCLAJf A- 

TION AND now THAT THE VALIANT JACOBUS VAN CUULET 

CAMB TO B£ FOUI.LT JDISHOXOBBP AT FORT QO£D UOOr. 

Never was a more comprehensive, a more expeditious, or, what 
is still better, a more economical measure devised, than this of 
defeating the Yankeea hy proekonation — an expedient, likewise, 
BO gentle and humane, there were ten chances to one in favor of 
its succeeding, — ^but then there was one chance to ten that it would 
not succeed — as the ill-natured fates would have it, that single 
chance carried the day 1 The prodamatMm was perfect in all its 
part8> well constmcted, well written, well sealed, and well pub- 
lished — all that was wanting to insure its effect was, that the 
Yankees should stand in awe of it ; but, provoking to relate, they 
treated it with the most absolute contempt, applied it to an un- 
seemly purpose, and thus did the first warlike proclamation come 
to a shameful end — a furte which I am crediblj^ inibrmed has be- 
liiUen but too many of its successors. 

So far &om abandoning the conntry, those yailetB continued 
their encroachments, squatting along the green banks of the 
Yaxache river, and founding Hai'tford, btamiurd, New Haven, and 
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other border towns. I have already shown how the onkm paUsbm 

of Pyquag were an eyesore to Jacobus Van i uilet and his gar- 
rison ; but now these moss-troopers increased in their atrocities, 
kidnapping hog^^ impoimdisg horaea, and sometimes grieroitBly 
rib-roasting their owners. Onr worthy forefalhers coold scaroeljr 
stir abroad without danger of being out jock ied in horseflesh, or 
taken in in bargaining; while, in their absence, some daring 
Yankee pedler would penetrate to their household, and nearly 
ruin the good housewives with tm-ware and wooden bowls.* 

I am well aware of the perils which environ me iii this part 
of my history. While raking, with curious hand but pious heart, 
among the mouldering remains of former days, anxious to draw 
therefrom the honey of wisdom, I may fiire somewhat like that 

* The foUowiiig caam in point appear In Hasaid^ CollMtioa of State 
F^peis. 

"In the meantime, they of Hartford have not oady uaiuped and taken in 
the lands of Consectieott, althon^ unrighteouBly and against the lawea of na- 
tions, but have hindered o«ir nation in sowing theire own pimdiaaed broken np 
lands, bnt have abo aowed them widi eonie in the night, whidi the Ne<fer- 

landers had broken up and intended to sowe: and have beaten the servants of 

the high and mighty the honored comp'iri H , which were laboring tipon theire 
master's lands, from theire lands, with slicks ami plow staves in hostile manner 
laming, .m l among the rest, struck Ever Ehickings [Evert DuyckiukJ a hole in 
his head, with a stiick, ao that the bloode ran downe very strongly downe upon 
hie body." 

■ 

** Those of Hartford sold a hogg, that belonged to the honoved oompanie, 
under pietenoe that it had eaten of theiie gronnde graaa, when they had not 
any foot of inheritanee. Th^ profleied die hogg for $8. if the oommUaaonera 
would have given 5t. for damage ; whidi the oomminiovieis denied, beeauae 
noe men^ own hogg (as men used to say) ean txeapum upon his owne maatex^a 
gronnde." 
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TaKant worthy, SamBoii, who, in meddling whh the caroais of a 

dead lion, drew a swarm of bees about his ears. Thug, while 
narrating the many misdeeds of the Xanokie or Yankee race, it 
is ten chancea to one but I offiuid the morbid flenstbiHties of cer- 
tain of their nnreaaonable desoendants, who may fly out and raise 
such a buzzing about this unlucky head of mine, that 1 bliall need 
the tough hide of an Achillea, or an Orlando Foiioso, to protect 
me from their stings. 

Should sneh be the case, I should deeply and sincerely lament 
— not my misfortune in giving oireiice — ^but the wrong-lieaded 
perrerseness of an iU-natnred generation, in taking ofience at any 
thing I say. That their ancestors did use my anoestxNrs ill is 
true, and I am very sorry for it I would, with all my heart, the 
fact were otlierwise ; but as I am recording tlie sacred eventa of 
history, I'd not bate one nail's breadth of the honest truth, though 
I were sure the whole edition of my work would be bought up 
and burnt by the common hangman of Connectient. And in 
sooth, now that thcBe testy gentlemen have diawn me out, I will 
make bold to go farther, and observe that this is one of the grand 
purposes for which we impartial historians are sent into the world 
—to redress wrongs and render justice on the heads of the guilty. 
So that, though a powerful nation may wrong its neighbors with 
temporary impunity, yet sooner or later an historian springs up^ 
who wreaks ample chastisement on it in retuni. 

Thus these moss-troopers of the east little thought, Hi war- 
rant it, while they were harassing the inoffensive province of 
Kieuw-Nederlands, and driving its unhappy governor to his wit's 
end, that an historian would ever arise, and give them their 
own, with interest Since, then, I am but performing my bounden 
duty as an historian, in avenging the wrongs of our revered an- 
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oeston, I shall make no further apology, aad» indeed, when it is 
oonsidered that I have all these ancient horderers of the east in 

my power, and at tlie mercy of my pen, I trust tliat it will be 
admitted I conduct myself with great liumanity aud moileration. 

It was long hefore William the Testj could be persuaded that 
his much vaunted war measure was ineffectual ; on the contrary, 
he flew ill a passion whenever it was doubted, swearing that 
though slow in operating, yet when it once began to work, it would 
soon purge the land of these invaders. When oonvinoed, at 
length, of the truth, like a shrewd physician he attributed the 
failure to the quantity, not the quality of tlie medicine, and re- 
solved to double the dose. He fulminated, therefore, a second 
proclamation more vehement than the firsty forbidding all inter- 
course with these Yankee intruders ; ordering the Dutch burghers 
on the frontiers to buy none of their pa(;ing horses, measly pork, 
apple sweetmeats, Weathersfield onions, or wooden bowhti and to 
Ibmish them with no supplies of gin, gingerbread, <«• sourkrout 

Another interval elapsed, during which the last proclamation 
was as little regarded as the first, and the nonintercourse was 
especially set at naught by the young folks of both sexesj if we 
may jndge by the active bnndlmg which took place along the 
borders. 

At length one day the inhabitants of Ncnv- Amsterdam were 
aroused by a furious barking of dogs, great aud small, and beheld, 
to their surprise, the whole garrison of Fort Good Hope strag^ 
gling into town all tattered and wayworn, with Jacobus Van Curlet 
at their head, bringing the melancholy intelligence of the capture 
of Fort Good Hope by the Yankees. 

The fate of this important fortress is an impresrive warning 
to aU military commanders. It was neither carried by storm nor 
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fiunine ; nor was it nndeniuiied ; nor bombarded ; nor set on fire 
bj red-hot shot ; but was taken by a stratagem no letfs singular 

tban effectual, and which can never fail of success, whenoTer an 
opportunity occurs of putting it in practice. 

It seems that the Yankees had receiyed intelligence that the 
garrison of Jaoobns Van Curlet had been reduced nearly one- 
eighth by the death of two of his most corpulent soldiers, who 
had overeateu themselves on iat salmon caught in the Yarsche 
river. A secret expedition was immediately set on foot to sur- 
prise the fortress. The crafty enemy knowing the habits of the 
garrison to sleep soundly after they had eaten their dinners and 
smoked their pipes, stole upon them at the noontide of a sultry 
Bummer^s day, and surprised them in the midst of their slumbers. 

In an instant the flag of their High Mightinesses was lowered, 
and the Yankee standard elevated in its stead, bcinnj a di'ied cod- 
fish, by way of a spread eagle. A strong garrison wa.s appointed, 
of long-sided, hard-fisted Yankees, with Weathersfield onions for 
cockades and feathers. As to Jacobus Van Curlet and his men, 
they were seized by the nape of the neck, conducted to the gate, 
and one by one dismissed with a kick in the crupper, as Charles 
Xnth dismissed the heavy-bottomed Bussians at the battle of 
Narva ; Jacobus Van CurletPreceiving two kidcs in consideration 
of his of&cial dignity. 
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OOmrAIHING TBB FBASVUL WRATH OF WILUAX THE TSSTT, 

AND TUE ALARM OF NE W-ArklSTEBDAM HOW THE GOVER- 

NOB I>U> STEONOLY JTOBTIFX TH£ CITY-— Oi:^ IU£ RISE OF 
AHTHOmr TBB TBUHPBTBBy AND THB WIHDT ADDITION TO 
TBB ABHOBIAL BBABINOB OF NBV^AXBTBBDAH. 

IjANGUAOB cannot express the awM ire of William Uie Testj on 
hearing of the catastrophe at Fort Goed Hoop. For three good 

hours liis rage ^vas too great for words, or ratlier the words were 
too great for liim, (being a very small mau,) and he was nearly 
choked by the misshapen, nine-coraered Dutdi oaths and epithets 
which crowded at once into his gullet. At length his words 
found vent, and for three days he kept up a constant discfiarge, 
anathematizing the Yankees, man, woman, and child, for a set of 
dieyen, schobbejacken, dengenieten, twistzoekeren, blaes-kaken^ 
loosenHKhalken, kakken4)edden, and a thousand other names, of 
which, unfortnnately for posterity, history does not make men- 
tion. Finally, he swore that he would have nothing more to do 
with such a squatting, bundling, guessing, questioning, swiq^in^ 
pumpkin-eating, molasses-daubmg, shingle-spUtling, cider-wateiv 
ing, horse-jockeying, notion-peddling crew— that they might stay 
at fort Goed Hoop and rot, before he would dirty his hands by 
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sttemj^tiiig to diiye ihem awsjr ; in pioof of which he oideied the 
new-raised troops to be marched forthwith into winter qnartersy 

although it was not as yet quite midsummer. Great despondency 
now fell upon the city of New- Amsterdam. It was feared that 
the oonqneioxs of fort Goed Hoop, flashed with victoiy and 
apple-brandy, might march on to the capital, take it by storm, 
and annex the whole province to Connceiicut The name of 
Yankee became as terrible among the Nieuw-Nederlanders as 
was that of Gaul among the ancient Romans ; insomuch that the 
good wives of the Manhattoes used it as a bugbear wherewith 
to frighten their unruly cliildren. 

Every body clamored around the governor, imploring him to 
put the city in a complete posture of defence, and he listened to 
their clamors. Nobody could accuse William the Testy of being 
idle in time of danger, or at any other time. He was never idle, 
hut then he was often busy to very little purpose. When a young- 
ling he had been impressed with the words of Solomon, Go to 
tlie a l it, thou slugr^^ard, observe her ways and be wise/' in con- 
formity to which he had ever been of a restless, ant-like turn; 
hurrying hither and thither, nobody knew why or wherefore, 
busying himself about small matters wifli an aar of great impor- 
tance and anxiety, and toiling at a ^rain of mustard-seed in the 
full conviction that he was moving a mouatain* In the present 
iTiBtonAAj he called in all his inventive powers to his aid, and 
was oontinnally pondering over plans, making diagrams, and wor- 
i^ng about with a troop of workmen and projectors at his heels. 
At length, after a world of consultation and contrivance, his plans 
of defence ended in rearing a great flag-staff in the centre of the 
ficHTt, and perching a wind-mill on each bastion. 

These warlike prepaiationb in some measure allayed the pub- 



Digitized by Google 



m 



HISTORY OF NEW-YOxlK. 



lie alarm, especially after an additional means of securing the 

safety of the city liad been suggested by the f^vernor's la<ly. It 
ha^ already been hinted in this most authentic history, that in 
the domestic establishment of William the Testy ^ the gray mare 
was the better horse f in other words, that his wife ^'mled the 
roii.>i," and, in governing the governor, governed the province, 
which might thus be said to be under petticoat government. 

Now it came to pass, that about this time there lived in the 
Manhattoes a jolly, robustious trumpeter, named Antony Van 
Corlear, famous for his long wind ; and who, aa the story goes, 
could twang so potentiy upon his instrument, that the effect upon 
all within hearing was like that ascribed to the Scotch bagpipe 
when it sings right lustily i' the nose. 

This sounder of brass was moreover a lusty badielor, with a 
pleasant, burly visage, a long nose, and huge whiskers* He had 
his litde hawerie, or retreat in the country, where he led a 
roystering life, giving dances to the wives and daugliters of the 
burghers of the Manhattoes, insomuch that he became a prodi- 
gious favorite with all the women, young and old* He is said to 
have been the first to collect that femous toll levied on the fair 
sex at Kissing Bridge, on tlie liighway to Ilellgate.* 

To this sturdy bachelor the eyes of all the women were turned 
in this time of darkness and peril, as the very man to second and 
carry out the plans of defence of the governor. A kind of petti- 
coat council was forthwith held at the government house, at which 
the governor's lady presided; and this lady, as has been hinted, 

* Tlie bridge lierc mentioned by Mr. KnickL-rbocker stiU exists; but ii 'la 
said tliat the toll is seldom collected now-a-days t'XCfptiiTjr on sh i^hin^ parties, 
by the cleaceodaiits of the patriaichs» who still preaerve the traditions of the 
city. 
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being all potent with the governor, the result of these coundlfl 
was flie elevation of Antonj the Trumpeter to the post of com- 
mandant ot wind-mills and champion of New-Amstt rtlani. 

The eitjr being thus fortified and garrisoned, it would have 
done <me'B heart good to see the governor snapping his fingers 
and fidgeting witli delight, as the trumpeter strutted up and down 
the ramparts twanging defiance to the whole Yankee race, as 
does a modem editor to all the principalities and powers on the 
other side of the Atlantic. In the hands of Antony Van Cor- 
lear this windy instrument appeared to him m potent as the 
horn of the paladin Aftolpho, or even the more classic horn of 
Alecto; nay, he had almost the temerity to compare it with the 
rams' horns celebrated in holy writ, at the very sound of which 
the walls of Jericho fell down. 

Be all this as it may, the apprehensions of hostilities from the 
east gradually died away. The Yankees made no further invar 
8i<m; nay, they declared they had only taken possession of fort 
Goed Hoop as being erected within their territories. So far from 
manifesting hostility, they continued to throng to New-Amsterdam 
with the most innocent countenances imagmable, filling the nuu> 
ket with their notions, being as ready to trade with the Neder- 
landers as ever — and not a whit more prone to get to the windward 
of them in a bargain. 

The old wives of the Manhattoes who took tea with the gov- 
ernor's lady attributed all this affected moderation to the awe 
inspired by the military preparations of the governor, and the 
windy prowess of Antony the Thnnpeter. 

There were not wanting illiberal minds, however, who 

sneered at the governor for tiiiuking to defend his city as he 

governed it, by mere wind; but William Kiefi was not to be 

10 
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j«ered out of hu wind-minfl be had seen them perched upoo 
the ramparts of hiB native oity of Saardam, and was persuaded 

they were connected with the great ficience of defence; nay, 
so much piqued was he by having them made a matter of ridi- 
ciile» thai he introdaoed them into the arms of the city, where 
they remain to this day, quartered with the ancient beaver of the 
Manhattoes, ao eiiil>Icin and memento of his policy. 

I most not omit to mention that certain wise old burghers of 
the Manhattoes, skiUM in expounding signs and mysteries, after 
events have come to pass, consider this early intnision of the 
wind-mill into the escutcheon oi our city, which hclorc h;ul been 
whoUj occupied by the beaver, as portentous of its after fortune^ 
when the quiet I>utchman would be elbowed aside by the enters 
prising Yankee, and patient industry overtopped by windy specu- 
lation* 
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OF Tfi£ JUBISFRDDfiNCE OF WILUiUC THE TE8TT, AND HIS AD- 
MZBABLE EXPEDIEHT8 FOE THE STJPPSSS8I0N OF POYX|^TY. 

Amokq the wrecks aad fragmenU of exalted wisdom which havB 
floated down the stream of time from yenerable antiquity, and 
been picked up by those humble, but industrious wights who ply 
along tiie siiores of literature, we ^intl a shrewd ordinance ot Cha- 
rondas the Locrian legislator. Anxious tg preserve the judicial 
code of the State from the additions and amendments of country 
members and seekers of popularity, he ordained tlmt, whoever pro- 
posed a new law should do it with a halter about his neck; 
whereby, in case his propositbn were r^ected, they just hung him 
up — and there the matter ended. 

The effect was, that for more than two hundred years there 
was but one trifling alteration in the judicial code ; and legal mat- 
ters were so dear and simple that the whole race of lawyers 
citarved to deatli for want of employment. Tlie Locrians, too, 
being freed from all incitement to litigation, lived very lovingly 
togetlier, and were so happy a people that they make scarce any 
figure in history ; it being only your litigious, quarrelsome^ ranti* 
pole nations who make much noise in the world. 

I have been reminded of these historical facts in coming to 
lareat of the internal poliey of William the Testy. Well would 
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H hftTe been Ibr him had he in the ocmne of hia uniyersal ao- 
qniremento stombled upon the precaution of the good CbftroRdaa ; 

or had he looked iitai-er home lU the protectorate of Oloti«' the 
Dreamer, when the community was governed without law«. Such 
legishitiony however, was not suited to the husj, meddling mind of 
William the Testy. On the contrary, he conceived that the true 
wisdom of legislation coiisisjied in the multiplicity of laws. He 
accordingly had great punishments for great crimes, and little pun* 
ishmeiits for little offences. By degrees the whole surface of so> 
ciety was cut up by ditches and fen<»es, and quickset hedges of the 
law, and even the sequestered paths of pri\ ate life so beset by 
petty rules and ordinances, too numerous to be remembered, that 
one could scarce walk at large without the risk of letting off a 
spring-gun or fjdling into ;i man-trap. 

In a little while th^blessings of innumerable laws became ap- 
parent—a class of men arose to expound and confound them. 
Petty courts were instituted to take cognizance of petty offences, 
pettifoggers began to abound ; and the community was soon set 
together by the ears. 

Let me not be thought as intending any thing derogatory to 
the ptofession of the law, or to the distinguished members of that 
illustrious order. "Well am I aware that we hav e in this ancient 
dty innumerable worthy gentlemen, the knights-errants of modem 
days, who go about redressing wrongs and defending the defence* 
less, not for the love of filthy lucre, nor the selfish cravings of 
renow n, but merely for the pleasure of doing good. Sooner would 
I throw this trusty pen into the flames, and cork up my ink-bottle 
for ever, than infringe even for a nail's breadth upon the dignity 
of these truly benevolent champions of the distressed. On the 
contrary I allude merely to those caitiff scouts who, in these latter 
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days of evil, infest the skirts of tlie profession, as (li<l the recreant 
Cornish knights of yore, the honorable order of chivalry j who, 
under its auspices, commit flagrant wrongs ; who thrive by quib- 
bles, hj quirks and chicanery, and like Tennin increase the oor- 
ruption in wliicli they ai'c engendered. 

Nothing so soon awakens the malevolent passions as the ^uulity 
of gratificadon. The courts of law would never be eo crowded 
with petty, vexatious and disgraceM suits, were it not for the 
herds of pettifoggers. These tamper with the passions of the 
poorer and more ignorant classes ; who, as if pover^ were not a 
sufficient miseiy in itself, are ever ready to embitter it by litigation. 
These, like quacks in medicine, excite the malady to profit by the 
cure, and retard the cure to augment the lees. As the quack ex- 
hausts the constitution, the pettifogger exhausts the purse ; and as 
he who has once been under the hands of a quack, is for ever 
after prone to dabble in dnigs, and poison lilni^jelf with infallible 
prescriptions ; so the client of the pettifogger is ever after prone 
to embroil himself with his neighbors, and impoverish himself 
with successful lawsuits. — My readers will excuse this digression 
into which I have been unwarily betrayed ; but I could not avoid 
giving a cool and unprejudiced account of an abomination too 
prevalent in this excellent city, and with the effects of which I 
am ruefully acquainted: having been nearly mined by a law- 
suit which was decided against me ; and my ruin having been 
completed by another, which was decided in my favor. 

To return to our theme. There was nothing in the whole 
range of moral offences against which the jurisprudence of Wil- 
liam the Testy was more strenuously directed, than the crying 
sin of poverty. He pronounced it the root of all evil, and de- 
termined to cut it up root and branch, and extirpate it from the 
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land. He had been struck, in the course of his travels in the 
old countries of Europe, with the wisdom of those notices post- 
ed up in country towns, that any vagrant found begging there 
would be put m the stocks, " and he had observed, that no beg* 
gars were to be seen in these neighborhoods ; having doubtless 
thrown off their rags and their poverty and become rich under 
the tenor of the hiw. He determined to improve upou this 
hint* In a little while a new machine of his own invention, was 
erected liard by Dopr's Misery. This was nothing more nor less 
than a gibbet, of a very strange, uncouth, and uumatchable con- 
struction, far more efficacious, as he boasted, than the stocks, for 
the punishment of poverty. It was for altitude not a whit in- 
ferior to that of Ilaman, so renowned in Bible history ; but the 
marvel of the contrivance was, that the culprit, instead of being 
suspended by the nedc according to venerable custom, was hoist- 
ed by the waistband, and kept dangling and sprawling between 
heaven and earth for an hour or two at a tiuie — to the infinite 
entertainment and ediJEication of the respectable citizens who 
usually attend exhibitions of the kind. 

Such was the punishment oi" all petty delinquents, vagrants 
and beggars and others detected in being guilty of poverty in a 
small way ; as to those who had offended on a great scale, who 
had been guUty of flagrant misfortunes and enormons backsli- 
dings of the purse, and who stood convicted oi' large debta, 
which they were imable to pay, William Kiefi had them straight- 
way inclosed within the stone walls of a prison, there to remain 
until they should reform and grow rich. This notable expedient, 
however, does not appear to have been more ethcacious under 
William the Testy than in more modem days : it being found 
that the longer a poor devil was kept in prison the poorer he grew. 
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PBOJEOTS OF WILUAH THK TBBTT VOB INOREASIN<» THE CUB- 

RENCY HE IS OUlWriXEL» SiX IHt iANivKES THE GEEAT 

OTSTEK WAB. 

Next to his projects for the suppression of poverty, umy be 
classed those of Wiiliam the Testy, for increasing the wealth of 
NeW'^Amsterdam. Solonooiiy of whose character for wisdom the 
little governor was somewhat emuloas, had made gold and silver 
as plenty as the stones in the streets ol' Jerusalem. AViliiiuii Kieft 
could not pretend to vie with him as to the precious metals, but 
he determined, as an equivalent, to flood the streets of New-Am- 
sterdam with Indian money. This was nothing more nor less 
than strings of beads wrought out of clams, periwinkles, and 
other shell-fish, and called seawant or wampum. These had 
formed a native currency among the simple savages ; who were 
content to take them of the Dutchmen in exchange for peltries. 
In an unlucky moment, William the Testy, seeing this money of 
easy production, conceived the project of making it the current 
coin of the province. It is troe it had an intrinsic value among 
the Indians, who used it to ornament their robes and moccasons, 
but among the honest burghers it had no more intrinsic value than 
those rags which form the paper currency of modem days. This 
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oonsiiieratioii, however, had no weight with Wiliiaiu Kieft. He 
hegjuk bj paying all the senrants of the oompany, and all the 
debts of government, in strings of wampum. He sent emissa- 
ries to sweep the shores of Long Island, wliieii was tiie Ophir 
of this modem Solomon, and abounded in shell-fish. These were 
transported in loads to New^Amsterdam, coined Into Indian 
money, and launched into circulfttion. 

And now, Ibr a time, aliaira went on swiuimiiigiy ; money 
became as plentiful as in the modem days of paper currency, and, 
to use the popular phrase, '^a wonderful impulse was given to 
public prosperity." Yankee traders poured into the province, 
buying every thing tliey could lay their lian is on, and paying the 
worthy Dutchmen their own price — ^in Indian money* If the 
latter, however, attempted to pay the Yankees in the same coin 
for their tinware and wooden howls, the case was altered ; nothing 
would do but Dutcii guilders and sucli like "metallic currency." 
What was worse, the Yankees introduced an inferior kind of 
wampum made of oyster-shells, with which they deluged the 
province, carrying off in exchaniro all the silver and gold, the 
Dutch herrings, and Dutch cheeses: thus early did the kiio^ving 
men of the east manifest their skill in bargaining the New-Am- 
aterdammers out of the oyster, and leaving them the shell.* 

It was a long time before W'illiiun the Testy was made seii- 

• In a manuscript record of ilie province, dated 1659, Library of (he New- 
York HiBtorical Society, iB the following mention of Indian mone^. 

Seawant alias wampam. Beads manalactared from the Qttahang or wUk. 
a sheU-fiah fimnerly aboimdiiig on our coastt, but lately of ID ore rare occorrenoe, 
of two colon, black and white ; the former twice the value of the latter. Six 
beads of the white and three of die bhek for an English penny. Hie seawant 
dqiffeeiatcsfioin time to time. The New England people make nae of it as a 
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able bow comfriietely iiis grand project of finance was tamed 
against liim by lus eastern ne ighljors ; nor would be probably bave 

ever found it out, bad not tidinjzs been broujilit bini that the Yan- 
kees had made a descent upon Long Island, and had established 
a kind of mint at Oyster Bay, where tbey were coining np all the 
o\ ster banks. 

Now this was making a vital attack upon the province in a 
double sense, financial and gastronomicaL Ever since the cotmcil 
dinner of Olofie tbe Dreamer at tbe founding of New-Amster- 
dam, at which banquet tbe oyster figured so oonspiciiously, this 
divine s^liell-iis^h has been held in a kind of superstitious reverence 
at tbe Manbattoes ; as witness the temples erected to its cult in 
every street and lane and alley. In fact it is the standard luxury 
of the place, as is the terrapin at Philadelphia, the soft crab at 
Baltimore, or the cam a.^^-baek at "Washington. 

The seizure of Oyster Bay, therefore, was an outrage not 
merely on tbe pockets, but tbe larders of tbe New-Amsterdam- 
mer?< : the whole connnunitv wa« aroused, and an ovsti r crusade 
was immediately set on foot against the Yankees. Every stout 
trencherman hastened to tbe standard ; nay, some of the most cor- 
pulent Burgomasters and Schepens joined tbe expedition as a 
corps de reserve, only to be called into action when the sacking 
commenced. 

meauB of barter, not only to carry away the beslcargocB which we send thither, 
but to aceamiilate a large quantity of beaven and other fiirs ; by which the 
company is defrauded of her revenuea, and the merchants disappointed in 
making retnma with that speed with which they might wish to meet their en« 
gagements: while their oommissionen and tbe inhabitants remain overatocked 
with seawant — a flort of currency of no value except with the Kew^Netherland 
savages, 

10* 
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The condact of the expedition was intrusted to a valiant 
Dntchman, who for size and weight might have matched with 

Colbrand the Danish champion, slain by Guy of Warwick. He 
was famous throutrliout the province lor strength of arm iuu\ skiU 
at quartei>fita6f, and hence was named Stoffel Brinkerhoff ; or 
rather, Brinkerhoofd ; that is to stay, Stoffel the head-breaker. 

This sturdy commander, who was a man of few words but 
vigorous deeds, led his troops resolutely on through ^siiieveh, and 
Babylon, and Jericho, and Patch-hog, and other Long Island 
towns, without encountering any difficulty of note ; though it is 
said that some of the burgomiisters ^j^ave out at Hard-scramble 
Hill and Hungry Hollow ; and tliat others lost heart and turned 
back at Puss-panick. With the rest he made good his march 
until he arrived in the neighborhood of Oyster Bay. 

Here hv. uas eiicountercMl hy a liost of Yankee warriors 
headed by Preserved Fish, and Uabakkuk Nutter, and Return 
Strong, and Zenibbabel Fisk, and Determined Cock! at the 
sound of whose names Sto£fei Brinkerhoff verily believed the 
whole parliament of Praise-Grod Barebones had been let loose 
upon him. He soon found, however, that they were merely the 
selectmen" of the settlement, armed with no weapon but the 
tongue, and disposed only to meet him on the field of argument. 
Stolid had but one mode of arguing ; that was, with the cudgel ; 
but he used it with such effect that he routed his antagonists, 
broke up the settlement, and would have driven the inhabitants 
into the sea if they had not managed to escape across the Sound 
to the mauiland by the DeviFs stepping-siunes, which remain 
to this day monuments of this great Dutch victory over the 
Yankees. 

Stoflbl Brinkerhoff made great spoil of oysters and dams, 
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coined and uncoined, and then set out on his return to the Man- 
hattoes. A grand triompli, after the manQer of the ancientBy 
was prepared for him bj William the Testy. He entered New* 
Amsterdam as a conqueror, luuuiited on a Narraganset pacer. 
Five dried codfish oti polea, standards taken from the enemy, 
were borne before him, and an immense store of oyatem and 
dams, Weatbersfield onions, and Yankee notions'' formed the 
spolia opima ; while several coiners of oyster-shells were led cap- 
tive to grace the hero's triumph. 

The procession was accompanied by a full band of boys and 
negroes performing on the popular instnnnents of rattle-bones 
and clam-shelld, while Antony Van Corlear sounded his trumpet 
from the ramparts. 

A great banquet was served op in Ibe stadflioase fimn Hie 
clams and oysters taken from the enemy; while the governor 
sent the shells privately to the mint and had them coined into 
Indian money, with whieh he paid his troops. 

It is moreover said that the governor, calling to mind the 
practice among the ancients to honor their victorious general with 
public statues, passed a magnanimous decree, by wkicli every 
tavern-keeper was pennitted to paint the head of Stt^el Branker- 
boffupon his signt 
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GROWING DISCONTENTS OF NBW-A1I8TERDAM tTNDXB THK . 

GOVERNMENT OF WILLIAM THE TE5TT. 

It has been remarked hy the observant writer of the Stuyvesant 

manuscript, that uiKlcr the adiniiiistration of* William Kieft the 
disposition ot the iuiiubitants oi' >iew- Amsterdam experienced 
an essential change, so that they became very meddlesome and 
factions. The unfortunate propensity of the little governor to 
experiment and innovation, and the lVe<jnent exacerbations of his 
temper, kept his council in a continual worry ; and the comicil 
being to the people at laiige what yeast or leaven is to a batch, 
they threw the whole community in a ferment ; and the people al 
laigi- being to the city what tlic mind is to the body, the unhappy 
commotions they underwent operated most disastrously upon 
New-Amsterdam — ^insomuch that, in certain of their paroxysms 
of consternation and perplexity, they hejrat several of the roost 
crooked, distorted, and abominable streets, hiiie>. and alleys, with 
which this metropolis is disfigured. 

The fact was, that about this time the community, like Ba- 
laam's ass, began to grow more enlightened than its rider, and to 
show a disposition for what is called "self-government. ' This 
restive prupeusity was first evinced in certain popular meetings, 
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in which, the buighers of New-Amsterdam met to talk and smoke 
orer the complicated afTairs of the province, graduailj obfuscating 
Ihemselyes with politics and tobaooo-smoke. Hither resorted 

those idlers and s (quires of low degree who hang loose on bocietj 
and are blown about bj erery wind of doctrine* Cobblers aban- 
doned their stalls to give lessons on political economy; black- 
smiths suffered their fires to go out while they stirred up the fires 
of &ction ; and even tailors, though said to be the ninth parts ot 
humanity, neglected their own measures to criticiae the measures 
of government 

Strange! that the science of government, which seems to be so 
generally understood, should invariably be denied to the only one 
called upon to exercise it. Not one of the politicians in question, 
but, take his word for it, could have administered affairs ten tunes 
better than AVilliam tlie Testy. 

Under the instructions of those political onicles the good peo- 
ple of New-Amsterdam soon became exceedingly enlightened ; 
and as a matter of course, exceedingly discontented. They gra- 
dually found out the ft-arful error in which they liad indulired, of 
thinking thetnselves the happiest people, in creation ; and ^vere 
convinced that, all circumstances to the contrary notwithstanding, 
they were a very unhappy, deluded, and consequently ruined 
people ! 

We are naturally prone to discontent, and avaricious after 
imaginary causes of lamentation. Like lubberly monks we bela- 
bor our own shoulders, and take a vast satisfaction in the music 
of our owi^ groans. Nor is tliis said by way of paradox ; daily 
experience shows the truth of these observations. It is almost 
impossible to elevate the spirits of a man groaning under ideal 
calamities ; but nothing is easier than to render him wretched. 
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though on the pinnacle of felicity i as it would be an Heicoteaii 
taak to hoist a man to the top of a steeple, though the merest 

child could l<)ppl(* liiin olT tliciice. 

I must not omit to mention that these popular meetings were 
generally held at some noted tavern; these public edifices possess- 
ing what in modem times are thought the true fountains of politi- 
cal inspiration. The ancient Germans deliberated upon a matter 
when drunk, and reconsidered it when sober. Mob politicians in 
modem times dislike to hare two minds upon a subject; so they 
both deliberate and act when drunk ; by this means a world of 
delay is spared ; and as it is universally allowed that a man when 
drunk sees double, it follows condusirely that he sees twice as 
well as his sober nei^bbors. 
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OF THE EDICT OF WILLIAM THE TESTY AGAINST TOBAOCO^OF 
THE PIPE PLOTy AND THE BISE OF FEUDS AND PABT1E8. 



WiLHSLMus KiEFT, as has already been observed^ was a great 
legislator on a small scale, and had a microsoopie eye in public 
atiuiis. He had been greatly annoyed by the factious meetings 
of the good people of New-Amsterdam, but, observing that on 
these occasions the pipe was ever in their mouth, he began to 
think that the pipe was at the bottom of the affair, and that there 
was some mysterious afiinity < en politics and tobacco smoke. 
Determined to strike at the root of the evil, he began, forthwith, to 
rail at tobacco, as a noxious, nauseous weed ; filthy in all its uses ; 
and as to smoking he denounced it as a heavy tax upon the puUic 
pocket ; a vast consumer of time, a great encourager of idleness, 
and a deadly bane to the prosperity and morals of the people. 
Finally be issued an edict, prohibiting tiie smoking of tobacco 
throughout the New-Netherlands. Ill fated Kieft I Had he lived 
in the present age and attempted to check the unbounded license 
of the press, he could not have struck more sorely upon the sensi- 
bilities of the million. The pipe, in fact, was the great organ of 
reflection and deliberation of the New-Netherlander. It was his 
constant companion and solace — was he gay, he smoked ; was he 
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sad, he smoked ; his pipe was neyer out of his mouth ; it was a part 
of his physiognomy ; without it his best friends would not know 
him. Take away hir^ pipe ? You might as well take away his nose ! 

The immediate eiTect of the edict of William the Testy was a 
popular commotion. A vast multitude armed with pipes and 
tobacco-boxes, and an immense supply of ammunition, sat them- 
selves down before the governor's house, and fell to smoking with 
tremendous violence. The testy William issued forth like a 
wrathful spider, demanding the reason of this lawless fumigation. 
The sturdy rioters replied by lolling back in their seats, and puff- 
ing away with redoubled fury ; raising such a murky cloud that 
the governor was fain to take refuge in the interior of his castle. 

A long negotiation ensued through the medium of Antony the 
Trumpeter. The governor was at first wrathful and unyielding, 
but was gradually smoked into terms. He concluded by permit- 
ting the smoking of tobacco, but he abolished the fair long pipes 
tised in the days of Wouter Van Twiller, denoting ease, tranquil- 
lity, and sobriety of deportment; these he condemned as in- 
compatible with the dispatch of business, in place whereof ho 
substituted little captious short pipes, two inches ia length, which, 
he observed, could be stuck in one comer of the mouth, or twisted 
in the hat-band ; and would never be in the way. Thus ended 
this alarmiiitj insurrection, wliicli was Ions; known by the name 
of The Pipe Plot, and which, it has been somewhat quaintly ob- 
served, did end, like most plots and seditions, in mere smoke. 

But mark, oh, reader I the deplorable evils which did after- 
wards result. The smoke of tliose vlllanous little pipes, continu- 
ally ascending in a cloud about the nose, penetrated into and 
befogged the cerebellum ; dried up all the kindly moisture of the 
brain, and rendered the people who used them as vaporish and 
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testjr as the govemor Mmself. Nay, what is worse, from being 
goodlj, burly, sleek-conditioned men, they became, like our Dntch 

yeomanry who smoke short pipes, a lantern-jawed, smoke-di'ied, 
leathern-hided race. 

Nor was this aU. From this fatal schism in tobacco pipes we 
may date the rise of parties in the Nieuw^Nederlands. The 
rich and self-important biuuhns wlio had in.uk' their iortunes, 
and could atibrd to be lazy, adhered to the ancient fashion, and 
formed a kind of aristocracy known as the Long Pipes ; while 
the lower order, adopting the reform of William Kieft as more 
convenient in theii" handicratY employ nients, were branded with 
the plebeian name of Short Pipes. 

A third party sprang up, headed by the descendants of Bobert 
Chewit, the companion of the great Hudson. These discarded 
pipes altogether and took to chewing tobacco ; hence they were 
called QmtU ; an appellation since given to those political mon« 
grels, which sometimes spring up between two great parties, as a 
mule is produced between a horse and an a5?s. 

And here I would note the great benefit of party distinctions 
in saving the people at large the trouble of thinking. Hesiod'^ 
divides mankind into three classes, those who think for them- 
selves, those who think as others think, and those who do not think j 
at all. The second class comprises the great niu«s of society ; for/ 
most people require a set creed and a file-leader. Hence the origin | 
of party ; which means a large body of people, some few of whonJ 
think, and all the rest talk. The former take the lead and disci- 
pline the latter ; prescribing what they must say ; what they must 
approve ; what they must hoot at ; whom they must support ; 
but, above aU, whom they must hate ; for no one can be a right 
good partisan, who is not a thorough-going hater. 
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The enliglitened inhabitants of the Manhattoes, therefore, 
being divided into parties, were enabled to hate each other with 
great aoeoracy. And now the great business of politics went 
brayely on, the long pipes and short pipes assembling in separate 
beer-houseR, and smoking at each other with implacable vehe- 
mence, to the great support of the state and profit of the tavern- 
keepers. Some, indeed, went so far as to bespatter their adver* 
saries with those odoriferous little words which smell so strong in 
the Dutch language; believing, like true politicians, that they 
served their party, and glorified themselves in proportion as the/ 
bevrrayed their neighbors. But, however they might difier among 
themselves, all parties agreed in abusing the govemor ; seeing 
that he was not a governor of their choice, but appointed by others 
to rule over them. 

Unhappy William ICieft! exclaims the sage writer of the 
Stuyvesant manuscript, doomed to contend with enemies too 
knowing to be entrapped, and to reign over a people too wise to 
be governed. All his foreign expeditions were bafiied and set at 
naught by the aU-pervading Yankees; all his home meaflures 
were canvassed and condemned by ^numerous and respectable 
meetings " of pot-house poUticians. 

In the multitude of counselors, we are told, there is safety ; 
but the multitude of counselors was a continual source of per- 
plexity to William Kieft. With a temperament as hot as an old 
radish, and a mind subject to perpetual whirlwinds and tornadoes, 
he never failed to get into a passion with every one who under- 
took to advise him. I have observed, however, that your paa- 
Bionate little men, like small boats with large sails, are easily 
upset or blown out of their course ; so was it with Wilham the 
Testy, who was prone to be carried away by the last piece of 
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advice blown into his ear. The ooDaeqnenee was, that, though a 
projector of the first class, yet, hj oontinaally changing his pro- 
jects, he ^u\c none a fair trial; and by endeavoring to do every 
thing, he in sober truth did nothing. 

In the meantime, the sovereign people having got into the 
saddle, showed themselves, as usual, unmerdfol riders ; spurring 
on the little governor with harangues and petitions, and thwarting 
him with memorials and reproaches, in much the same way as 
holyday apprentaoes manage an unlucky devil of a hack-horse— 
so that Wilhelmus l^eft was kept at a worry or a gallop through- 
out the whole oi Iiia administration. 



* 
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CHAPT£B IX. 

OF THB FOLLY OF BEIKO HAPFY IN TIME OF PBOSPEBITr^ 
OF TBOUBLES TO THB 80UTH BBOVOHT ON BT AKNBXA- 
TION — OF THB SECBBT EXPEDITION OF JAN JAN8BN AL- 

rUNDAM, AND HIS MAGNIFICENT REWAKD. 

we could but get a peep at the tally of dame Fortune, where 

like a vigilant lanULidy she chalks up the debtor and creditor 
accounts of thoughtless mortals, we should find that every good is 
checked off by an cTil; and that however we may apparently 
revel sootfree for a season, the time win come when we must 
ruefully pay off the reckoning. 1^ oiumc in fact is a pestilent 
shrew, and withal an inexorable creditor ; and though for a time 
she may be all smiles and curtsies and indulge us in long credits, 
yet sooner or later she brings up her arrears with a vengeance, 
and washes out her scores with our tears. " Since," says good 
old Boetius, no man can retain her at his pleasure, what are 
her favors but sure prognostications of approaching trouble and 
calamity ?" 

This is the fundamental maxim of that sage school of philo- 
sophers the croakers, who esteem it true wisdom to doubt and 
despond when other men rejoice ; well knowing that happiness is 

at best but transient ; that the higher one is elevated on the see- 
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saw balance of fortane, the lower must be his subsequent depres- 
sion; that he who is on the uppermost round of a ladder has 

most to suffer from a fall, Avliile he who is at the bottom 
runs very little risk of breaking his neck by tumbling to the 
top. 

Philosophical readers of this stamp must have doubtless in- 
dulged in dismal forebodings all through the tranquil reign of 
Walter the Doubter, and considered it what Dutch seamen call a 
weather-breeder. They will not be surprised, therefore, that the 
foul weather which gathered during his days, should now be rat- 
tling from all quarters on the head of AViUiam the Testy. 

The origin of some of these troubles may be traced quite back 
to the discoveries and annexations of Hans Reinier Oothout the 
explorer and Wynant Ten Breeches the land measurer, made in 
the twilight days of Ololle the Dreamer ; by which the territories 
of the Nieuw Nederlands were carried far to the south, to Dela- 
ware river and parts beyond. The consequence was, many dis- 
putes and brawls with the Indians, which now and then reached 
the drowsy ears of Walter the Doubter and his council, like the 
muttering of distant thunder from behind the mountains, without, 
however, disturbing thdr repose. It was not till the time of 
William the Testr that the thunderbolt reached the Manhattoes. 

* 

While the little governor was diligently protecting bis eastern 
boimdaries from the Yankees, word was brought him of the irrup- 
tion of a vagrant colony of Swedes in the south, who had landed 
on the banks of the Delaware and displayed the banner of that 
redoubtable ^ago Queen Christina, and taken possession of the 
country in her name. These had been guided in their expedition 
by one Peter Minuits or Minnewits, a renegade Dutchman, for- 
merly in the service of their High Mightinesses ; but who now 
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declared himself goTernor of all the sumranding oooniry, to 
which was f;hen the name of the province of New Swedek. 

It is aii old saying that " a little pot is soon hot," which wad 
the case with William the Testy. Being a little man he was soon 
in a passion, and once in a passion he soon boiled over. Sum- 
moning his council on the receipt of this news, he belabored the 
Swedes in the longest speech that had been heard in the colony 
since the wordy warfare of Ten Breeches and Tough Breeches. 
HaTing thus taken off the fire-edge of his yalor, he resorted to 
Hs fimnite measure of proclamadony and dispatched a document 
of the kind, ordering the renegade Minnewits ;ui I his gang of 
Swedish vagabonds to leave the country immediately, under pain 
of the vengeance of their High Mightinesses the Lords States 
General, and of the potentates of the Manhattoes. 

Tiiis strong measure was not a whit more effectual than its 
predecessors, which had been thuodered against the Yankees ; and 
William Kieft was preparing to follow it up with something still 
more formidable, when he received intelligence of other invaders 
on his soutlieru troiiticr; who had taken possession of the banks 
of the Schuylkill, and built a fort there. They were repre- 
sented as a gigantic, gunpowder race of men, exceedingly expert 
at boxing, biting, gouging, and other branches of the rough and 
tumble mode of wariare, which they had learned from their pro- 
totypes and cousins-german, the Virginians, to whom they have 
ever borne considerable resemblance. Like them, too, thej were 
great roysters, much given to revel on hoe-cake and bacon, miut- 
julep and apple-toddy j whence their newly-foruidf colony had 
already acquired the name of Merryland ; which, with a slight 
modification, it retains to the present day. 

In fact the Merrylanders and their cousins, tlie Virginians, 
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were represented to Wniiam TSi^ as of^ts from the same origi- 

nal stock lis his bitter enemies tlic Yanokie, or Yankee tribes of 
&e east} having both come over to this country for the liberty of 
conscience ; or, in other words, to live as they pleased : the Yan- 
kees taking to praying and money-making, and converting quakers ; 
and the Southerners to horse-racing and cock-iightingi and breed- 
ing negroes. 

Against these new invaders Wilhelmus Eieft immediately dis- 
patched a naval armament of two sloops and thirty men. under 
Jan Jan sen Alpendam, wlio was armed to the very teetli with one 
of the little governor's most powerful speeches, written in vigorous 
Low Dutch. 

Admiral Alpendaiu ariivctl without accident in tlie Schuylkill, 
ajid came upon the enemy just as they were engaged in a great 
barbecue,'' a kind of festivity or carouse much practised in 
Merryland. Opening upon them with the speech of William the 
Testy, he denounced them as a pack oi' lazy, canting, julep-tip- 
pling, cock-fighting, horse-racing, slave-driving, tavern-Iiaunting, 
Sabbath-breaking, mulatto-breedmg upstarts ; and concluded by 
ordering them to evacuate the country immediately: to which 
they laconically replied in plain English, " they'd see him d d 

totr 

Now this was a reply on which neither Jan Jansen Alpendam 

nor Wilhelmus Kieft had made any calculation. Finding himself, 
therefore, totally unprepared to answer so terrible a rebuff with 
suitable hostility, the admiral concluded his wisest course would* 
be to return home and report progress. He accordingly steered 
his course back to New-Amsterdam, where he arrived safe, 
having accomplished this hazardous enterprise at small expense 
of trearare, and no loss of life. His saving policy gained liim 
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the universal appellation of the Saviour of his Country ; and his 
services were suitably rewarded by a shinj^le monument, erected 
by subscription on the top of Flattenbarrack-hiU, where it immor- 
talized his name for three whole years, when it fell to pieces and 

was burnt for lirewood. 
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CHAPTER X. 



TEOUBLOUS TIMES ON THE HUDSON HOW KTLLIAN VAjN' HEN- 

8EI.LAE& £&£CT£D A FEUDAL CASTLE, AKD HOW HE IN- 
TROBXrCED CLUB LAW INTO THE PROYINCB. 

AjiOUT this time the testy little governor of the New-Netiierlaads 
appears to have had his hands fuU, and with one annoyance and 
the other to have been kept continually on the bounce. He was 
on the vciy |K)int of following up the expedition of Jan Janseii 
AlpendiUii by some belligerent measures against the marauders 
of Merrylandy when his attention was suddenly called away by 
belligerent troubles springing up in another quarter, the seeds of 
which had been sown in the tranquil days of Walter the Donhter. 

The reader will recollect the deep douht into wliieh thaf n.ost 
pacific governor was thrown on Killian Van Benseiiaer's taking 
possei^sion of Beam Island by wapen reeht. While the governor 
doubted and did nothing, the lordly Killian went on to complete 
his sturdy little castellum of Bensellaerstein, and to garrison it 
with a number of his tenants horn the Helderberg, a mountain 
region famous for the hardest heads and hardest fists in the pro- 
vince. Nichokis Koorn, a faithful squire of the patroon, accus- 
tomed to^trut at his heels, wear his castoff clothes, and imitate 

his lofty bearing, was established in this post as wacht-meester. 

11 
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ICs duty it was to keep an eye on the river and oblige every 

vessel that passed, unless oa the service of their High Mighti- 
nesses, to strike its ^ag, lower its peak, and pay toll to the lord 
of ReDsellaerstein. 

This assumption of sovereign authority within the territories 
of the Lords States General, however it might have been tole- 
rated by Walter the Dottbter, had been sharply contested by 
WiUiam the Testy on oommg mto office, and many written re- 
monstrances had been addressed by him to Killian Van Hensel- 
laer, to which the latter never deigned a reply. Thus by degrees 
a sore place, or in Hibernian parlance a raw, had been estab- 
lished in the irritable soul of the little governor, insomuch that 
he winced at the very name of Ken^rellaerstein. 

Now it came to pass, that on a fine sunny day the Company's 
yacht the Half-Moon, having been on one of its stated visits to 
Fort Aurania, was quietly tiding it down the Hudson ; the com- 
mander, Govert Lockermau, a veteran Duteh skipper of few 
words but great bottom, was seated on the high poop, quietly 
snioking his pipe, under the shadow of the proud flag of Orange, 
when, on arriving abreast of Beam Island, he was saluted by a 

stentorian voice from the shore, " Lower thy flag, and be d d 

to thee r 

Govert liockerman, without taking his pipe out of his mouth, 

turned up his eye from uadtr Ids broad-brimniud hat to see who 
hailed him thus discourteously. There, on the ramparts of the 
fort, stood ' Nicholas Koom, armed to the teeth, flourishing a 
brass-hilted sword, while a steeple-crowned hat and cock's tail- 
feather, formerly worn by Killian Van Rensellaer himself, gave 
an inexpressible loiUness to his demeanor. 

Govert Lockerman eyed the warrior from top to toe, but was 
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not to be dismayed. Taking the pipe slowly out of his mouth, 
^To whom should I lower mj flag?** demanded he. ''To the 
high and mightj KOlian Yaa BensBellaer, the lord of Sense!* 
laerstein !" was the reply. 

" I lower it to none but the Prince of Orange and my masters 
the Lords States General" So sajing, he resmned his pipe and 
smoked with an air of dogged determination. 

Bang ! went a gun from the fortress ; the ball cut both sail 
and rigging, Grovert Lockerman said nothing, but smoked the 
more doggedl7. 

Bang ! went another gun ; the shot whistling close astern. 

** Fire, and bf d — d," cried Govert Lockerman, cramming a 
new charge of tobacco into his pipe, and smoking with still 
increasing Tehemence. 

Bang ! went a third gun. The shot passed over his head, 
tearing a hole in the " princely flag of Orange.** 

This was the hardest trial of all for the pride and patience of 
Govert Lockerman ; he maintained a stubborn though swelling 
silence, but his smothered rage might be perceived hy the short 
vehement pulls of smoke emitted from his pipe, by which he 
might be tracked for miles, as he slowly floated out of shot and 
out of sight of Beam Island. Jn fact he never gn ve vent to his 
passion until lie got fiiu-ly among the highlands of the Hudson ; 
when he let fly whole volleys of Dutch oaths, which are said to 
linger to this very day among the echoes of the I>underbeTg, and to 
give particular effect to the thunder-storms in that neighborhood. 

It was the sudden apparition of Govert Lockerman at Dog's 
Misery, bearing in his hand the tattered flag of Orange, that ar- 
rested the attention of William the Testy, just aa he was devismg 
a new expedition against the marauders of Merryland. I will 
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not pretend to deacribe the pmion of the little man when he 
heard of the outrage of RenseDaerfltein. Safliee it to sftj, in the 

first transports of his fury, he turned Doer's Misery topsy-turvy ; 
kicked every cur out of doors, and threw the cats out oi the win- 
dow ; after which, his spleen being in some measure relieyed, he 
went into a council of war with Govert Lockerman, the skipperi 

assisted by Antony Van Ck)rlear, the trumpeter. 
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OF THE DIPLOMATIO MISSION OF AKTONT THE TRUHPSTfiB 

TO THE FORTRESS OF llENSELLAERSTEIN AND HOW HE 

WM PUZZLED Br A CABALISIIO BEPLT. 

* 

The eyes of all New- Amsterdam were now turned to sec what 
would be the end of this direful ieud between William the Testy 
and the patioon of Hensellaerwick ; and some observing the 
oonsultations of the governor with the skipper and the trumpet- 
er, predicted warlike measures by sea and land. Tlie wrath of 
William Kieil however, though quick to rise, was quick to 
evaporate. He was a perfect brush-heap in a bhize, snapping 
and crackling for a time and then ending in smoke. Like many 
other valiant potentates, his first thoughts were all for wai', his 
sober second thoughts for diplomacy. 

Accordingly, Grovert Lockerman was once more dispatched 
np the river in the Company's yacht, the Goed Hoop, bearing 
Antony the Trumpeter as ambassador, to treat with the bellige- 
rent powers of Bensellaerstein. In the fullness of time the yacht 
arrived before Bear^ Island, and Antony the Tnunpeter, mounting 
4he poop, sounded a parley to the fortress. In a little while the 
steeple-crowned hat of Nicholas Koorfi, tJie wacht-mc ester, rose 
above the battlements, followed by his iron visage, and ultimately 
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hifl whole person, armed, as before, to the very teeth : while one 

by one a whole row of llelderbergers reared their round burly 
heads above the wail, and beside each pumpkin-head peered the 
end of a rusty musket Nothing daunted by this formidable 
array, Antony Van Corlear drew forth and read with audible 
voice a missive from William the Testy, })r()testing against the 
usurpation of Bear|( Island, and ordering the garrison to quit 
the premises, bag and baggage, on pain of the yengeance of the 
potentate of the Manhattoes. 

In rejdy the wacht-mecster applied the thumb of liis right 
hand to the end of his nose, and the thumb of the leit hand to 
the little finger of the right, and spreading each hand like a fan 
made an aerial flourish with his fingers. Antony Van Corlear 
was sorely perplexed to understand this sign, which seemed to him 
something mysterious and masonic. Not liking to betray his ig- 
norance, he again read with a loud voice the missive of William 
the Testy, and again Nicholas Koori(( appliofl the thumb of his 
right hand to the end of his nose, and the thumb of his left hand 
to the little finger of the right and repeated this kind of nasal 
weather-cock. Antony Van Corlear now persuaded himself 
that this was some short-hand sign or symbol, current in diplo- 
macy ; which though unintelligible to a new diplomat, like himself, 
would speak volumes to the experienced intellect of WilUiam 
the Testy; considering his embassy therefore at an end, he 
sounded his trumpet with great complacency and set sail on his 
return down the river, every now and then practising this mys- 
terious sign of the wacht-meester, to keep it accurately in mind. 

Arrived at New Amsterdam he made a faithful report of tps 
embassy to the governor, accompanied by a manual exhibition 
oi the response of Nicholas Koor^. The governor was equally 
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perplexed with his ambassador. He was deeply versed in the 
mysteries of freemaeonrj ; but they threw no light on the mat- 
ter. He knew every variety of wind-mill and weather*cock, but 
was not II wliit tlic wiricr as to the aerial sign in questio!i. He 
Imd even dabbled in Eojyptiaii hieroglyphics aud the myetic sym- 
bols of the obelisks^ but none furnished a key to the reply of 
Nicholas Koor|f. He called a meeting of his connciL Antony 
Van Corlear stood forth in the midst, and putting the thuiuL) of 
his right liand to his nose and the thumb of his Icfl haud to the 
6nger of the right, he gave a fiiithfal fac-simile of the portentous 
sign. Having a nose of unnsual dimensions it was as if the 
i c[)]y had been put in capitals, but all in vain ; the worthy bur- 
gomasters were equally perplexed with the governor. Each 
one put his thumb to the end of his nose, spread his fingers 
like a fan, imitated the motion of Antony Van Corlear, and 
then smoked on in dubious silence. -Several times was j^jitony 
obUged to stand forth^like^ a fuglemafi^nd repeat the sign, aud 
each time a eirde of nasal weatheiHXKsks might be seen in the 
council chamber. 

Perplexed in the extreme, William the Testy f»ent for all tlie 
soothsayers, and fortunetellers and wise men of the Manhattocs, 
but none could interpret the mysterious reply of Nicholas 
Koor^. The council broke up in aore pf rplexity. The matter 
got abroad, Antony Van Corlear was stopped at every corner to 
repeat the signal to a knot of anxious newsmongers, each of 
whom, departed with his thumb to his nose and his fingers in the 
air, to carry the story home to his family. For several days all 
business was neglected in New- Amsterdam ; nothing was talked 
of but the diplomatic mission of Antony the Trumpeter, nothing 
was to be seen but knots of politicians with their thumbs to their 
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noses. In the meantime the fierce feud between WiUtam the 
Teety and Killian Van Rensellaer, which at fint had menaced 

deadly warfare, gradually cooled off, like inany other WiU' ques- 
tions, in the prolonged delays of diplomacy. 

Still to this early affair of Sensellaerstein may he traced the 
remote origin of those windy wars in modem days which rage 
in the bowels of the Ilelderberg, and have well nigh shaken 
the great patroonship of the Van Bensellaers to its foundation ; 
for we are told that the bully boys of the Helderbei]^ who 
served under Kicholas Koom the wacfat-meester, carried back to 
their mountains tlie hieroglyphic sign which had so sorely puz- 
zled Antony Yau Corlear and the sages of the Manhattoes ; so 
that to the present day the thumb to the nose and the fingers in 
the air is apt to be the reply of the Helderbergexs wheneyer 
called upon for any long arrears of rent. 
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COKTAIMINO THB RIBB OF THE GBEAT AMPBIOTTOMIO C017NCIL 
OF THB PILGRIMS) WITH THE DBCI.INB ANB FINAL EXTINC- 
TION OF WILLIAM THE TESTX. 

It was asserted hy the wise men of ancient times, who had a 

nearer opportunity of ascertaining the fact, tliat at the gate of 
Jupiter's palace laj two huge tims, one filled with blessings, 
the other with misfortunes ; and it would verity seem as if the 
latter had been completely overtnmed and left to deluge the 
niilucky province of Nieuw-Nederlauds : for about this time, while 
harassed and annoyed from the south and the north, incessant forays 
were made by the border chivalry o^ Connecticut upon the pig- 
styes and hen-roosts of the Nederlanders. Every day or two 
bouie broad-bottomed express-rider, covered with nuid and mire, 
would come floundering into the gate of New- Amsterdam, freighted 
with some new tale of aggression from the frontier ; ivhereupoii 
Antony Van Corlear, seizin<r bis trumpet, the only siibsrittite for 
a newspaper in those i>nmitivc days, would sound the tiding.< 
from the ramparts with such doleful notes and disastrous cadence, 
as to throw half the old women in the city into hysterics ; all 
which tended greatly to increase his popularity ; there being 
nothing for which the public are more grateful than being fre- 
quently treated to a panic ; a secret well known to modem editors. 

11* 
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But, oh ye powen! into what a paioxysm of paBflkm cUd 

each new outrage of the Yankees throw the choleric little gov- 
ernor ! Letter after letter, protest atter protest, bad Latin, worse 
English, and hideous Low Dutch, were incessantly fulminated 
j upon them, and the fournind-tweoty letters of the alphabet, which 
formed hi;? standing anny, were worn out by conslant campaiirii- 
ing. All, however, was ineffectual ; even the recent victory at 
Oyster Bay, which had shed such a gleam of sunshine between 
the clouds of his foul weather reign, was soon followed by a more 
fearful gathering up of those clouds, mid indications of more por- 
tentous tempest ; lor the Yankee tribe on the banks of the Con- 
necticut, finding on this memorable occasion their inoompeteoi^ to 
cope in fair fight with the sturdy ehivalry of the Manhattoes, had 
called to tiicir aid all the ten tribes of their brethren, who inhabit 
the east country, which from them has derived the name of 
Yankee land. This call was promptly responded to. The conse- 
quence was a great confederacy of the tribes of Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New-Plymouth and New-Haven, under the title of 
the United Colonies of New-England the pretended object of 
which was mutual defence against the savages ; but the real object 
the subjugation of the Nienw-Nederlands. 

For, to let the reader into one of the gi'eat secrets of history, 
the Nieuw-Nederlands had long been regarded by the whole 
Yankee race as the modem land of promise, and themselves as 
the chosen and peculiar people destined, one day or other, by hook 
or by crook, to get possession of it. In truth they are a wonder- 
ful and all-prevalent people ; of that class who only require an 
inch to gain an ell, or a halter to gain a horse. From the time 
they first gained a foothold on Plymouth Rock, they began to 
migrate, progressing and progressing from place to place, and land 
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to laody making a little liere and a little there^ and oontroTertiiig 
the old proyerb, that a rolling atone gathers no moB8.' Hence 

they have facetiously received the nickname of The Pilgkims : 
that ia to saj^ a people who are always seeking a better country 
than their own. 

The tidings of this great Yankee league struck William Kieft 
with dismay, and for once in his life he forgot to bounce on 
receiving a disagreeable piece of intelligence. In fact, on turning 
over in his mind all that he had read at the Hague about leagues 
and combinations, lie found that this was a counterpart of tlie 
Amphictyooic league, by which the states of Greece attained such 
power and supremacy $ and the very Idea made his heart qui&e 
for the safety of bis empire at the Manhattoes. 

The ailains of the confederacy were managed by an annual 
council of delegates held at Boston, which Kieil denominated the 
Delphos of this truly classic league. The very first meeting gave 
evidence of hostility to the New-Nederlandere, who were charged 
in their dealings with the Indians, with carrying on a ti*aiiic in 
guns, powthei' and shott — a trade damnable and injurious to tlie 
colonists.*' It is true the Connecticut traders were fain to daU>le 
a little in this damnable traffic; but then they always dealt in 
what were termed Yankee guns ; ingeniously calculated to burst 
in the pagan hands which used them. 

The rise of this potent confederacy was a death-blow to the 
glory of William the Testy, for from that day forward he never 
held up his head, but appeared quite crest-fallen. It is true, as 
the grand council augmented in power, and the league rolling 
onward, gathered about the red hills of New-Haven, threatening 
to overwhelm the Nieuw-Nederlands, he continued occasionally 
to fulminate proclamations and protests, as a shrewd sea-captain 
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fires his guns into a water-spout ; but alas I thej had no iiMve 
effect than bo many blank cartridges. 

Thus end the authentieiited chronicles of the reign of William 
the Testy ; lor hencelbrth, in tlie troubles, perplexities, and con 
fusion of the timesy he seems to have been totally overlooked, and. 
to have slipped for ever thron^^h the fingers of scmpaloos history. 
It IS a niiUier of deep concern that such obscurity should hang 
over his latter days ; for he was in truth a mighty and great little 
man, and worthy of being utterly renowned, seeing that he wa» 
the first potentate that introduced into this land the art of fighting 
by proclaiuuLion, and defending a country by trumpeters and 
wind-mills. 

It is tme> that certain of the early provincial poets, of whom 
there were great numbers in the Nieuw-Nederlands, taking advan- 
tage of his mysterious exit, have fabled that, like Komulus, lie 
was translated to the skies, and forms a very iiery little star, 
somewhere on the left claw of the crab ; while others, equally 
fanciful, declare that he had experienced a fate similar to that of 
the good king Arlliiir; who, we aj-c assured by ancient bards, 
was carried away to the delicious abodes of fairy land, where he 
still exists, in pristine worth and vigor, and will one day or 
another return to restore the gallantry, the honor, and the imma- 
culate probity, which prevailed m tiic glorious diiys oi the iiuund 
Table.* 

* The old Welsh bards believed that king Arthur was not dead, but carried 
awaie by the fiiiriea hito same pleaBant pluce, where he ahotde remaine for a 
time, and then retume againe and reigtie in as great authority as ev^. — ^Hol- 

LINSHED. 

The Britons suppose that he shall come yet aud conqr.tre all Briiaigne, fur 
certM, this is the prophicye of Meriyu — He aay'd that his deth shall be doubt- 
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All these, however, are but pleasing faiitiv^ies, the cobweb 
visions of those dreaming varlets, the poets, to wliich I would not 
have my judidous reader attach any credibility. Neither am I 
disposed to credit an ancient and rather apocryphal historian, 
who asserts that the ingenious Wilhelmus wjis aiiiiihilated by the 
blowing down of one of his wind-mills ; nor a writer of later times, 
who affirms that he a victim to an experiment in natural 
historj, having the misfortune to break his neck from a garret 
window of the stadthouse in attempting to catch swallows by 
sprinkling salt upon their tails. Still less do I put my fuitli in 
Uie traditk>n that he perished at sea in conveying home to Hol- 
land a treasure of golden ore, discovered somewliere among the 
haunted i*egioDS of the Catskill mountain^.* 

eous ; and said soth, for men thereof yet have double and pliullcii for ever 
more — for men \v\t not wheihtr that he lyveth or is dede. — De Lf:i:\r. Chrox. 

* Diedrich Knickerbocker, in his scrupulous search after truth, is sometimes 
too fastidious in regard to focts which border a little on the marveloua. The 
story of the golden ore rests on something better than mere tradition. The 
Tenerabie Adrian Van der Donck, Doctor of Laws, in his description of the 
Kew Netherlands, asserts it from his own observation as an eye-witness. He 
was present, he says, in 1645 at a treaty between Governor Kieft and the Mo- 
hawk Indians, in which one of the tatter, in painting himself for the ceremony, 
tned a pigment the weight and shining appearance of which excited the ctiri- 
osity of the governor and Mynheer Van der Donck. They obtained a lump 
aud i^'uve it to be proved by a skillful di»clor ot medicine, .lohaiiMivs dc lu 
MoiiMgiu?, one of the couiiciluie of the New Neiherlands. Jt was put iiao a 
crucible, and yielded two pieces of gold worth about three guilders. All this, 
continues Adrian Van der Donck, was kept secret. As soon as peace was 
made with the Mohawks, an officer and n few men were sent to the mountain 
(in the region of the KaattriLill) under the guidance of an Indian, to search for 
the precious mineral. They brought back a bucket foil of ore ; which being 
submitted to the crucible, proved as productive as the first. William Kteft now 
thought the discovery certain. He sent a confidential person^ Arent Cotsen, 
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The most probable account declares, that what with the 

constant troubles on his ii'ontiers — the incessant schemings and 
projects going on in his own pericranium — the memorials, peti- 
tions, remonstrances, and sage pieces of advice of respectable 
meetings of the sovereign people, and the refractory disposition of 
his councilors, who were sure to differ i'roni him on every point, 
and uniformly to be in the wrong — ^his mind was kept in a fur- 
nace heat, until he became as completely burnt out as a Dutdi 
family pi[>e which has passed through three generations of hard 
smokers. In this manner did he undergo a kind of animal com- 
bustion, consuming away like a farthing rush-light — so that when 
grim death finally snuffed him out, there was scarce left enough 
of him to bury ! 

with a bag ML of the mineral, to New-Baven, to take paange in an EDj^nh 
ehip for England, thence to proceed to Holland. The vessel sailed at Christ- 
mas, but never readied her port. All on board perished. 

In the year 1647, Withelmus Kieft himself embarked on board the Prineeaa* 

taking with him specimens of the sujjposed mineral. The ship was never 
heard of more ! 

Some have PU|)j)ot<ed that the mineral in question was not gold, but pyrites; 
but we have the asse.rtion of Adrian Van der Donck, nn eye-witness, and the 
ejtperiment of Johannes de la Montagne, n lenrned doctor of medicine, on the 
golden aide of the qaestion. Cornelius Van Tienhoorent also, at that time 
aecretaty of the New-Netherlands, declared in Holland that he had tested 
several specimens of die mineral, which proved satislactory.* 

It would appear, however, that these golden treasures of the KaatAiM 
always brought ill luck ; as is evidenced in the fate of Arent Corsen and Wil- 
hetmns Kieft, and the wreck of the ships in which they attempted to conve} 
the treasnre across the ocean. The golden mines have never since beei 
explored, but remain among the mysteries of the Kaaiskili mountains, and 
under the protection of the goblma which haunt them. 

* Sea Vaa der Doack't Detciiption of the New-Kethetleiula. Gdkct. New-Teik Bkt. 
Mffy, Yol. I. Ik 261. 
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BOOK V. 

« 

CONTAINING THE FIRST PART OF THE REIGN OF PETER 
STUYVESANT, AND HIS TROUBLES WITH THE AMPHIC- 
TYONIC COUNCIL. 

CHAPTEK 1. 

IN WHICH THB DBATH OF ▲ 6BBAT HAM IS SHOWN TO BE NO 
VERT INCONSOLABLE MATTER OF SORROW — ^ANB HOW PE- 
TER STUYVESANT ACQUIRED A GREAT NAME FROM THE UN- 
COMMON STRBNOTH OF HIS HEAD. 

To a prol'ouutl philosopher like myself, who am apt to see clear 
through a subject, where the penetration of ordinary people ex- 
tends but half way, there is no fact more simple and manifest than 
that the deatii of a great man is a matter of very litUe importance. 
Much as wo raiiy think of ourselves, and much as we may excite 
the empty plaudits of the million, it is certain that the greatest 
among us do actually fill but an exceeding small space in the 
world ; and it is equally certain, that even that small space is 
quickly supplied when we leave it vacant. " Ot what conse- 
quence is it," said Pliny, ^ that individuals appear, or make their 
exit ? the world is a theatre whose scenes and actors are contmu- 
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ally changing." Never did philosopher speak more correctly, 

aiid I only womk-r that so wise a remark could have existed so 
nmoy age.<, and nuinkind not have laid it more to heart. Sage 
follows on in the footsteps of sage ; one hero just steps out of his 
triumphal car, to make way for the hero who comes after him ; 
and of tlic proudest monarch it 'm merely said that, "he slept 
with his fathers, and his successor reigned in his stead." 

The worlds to tell the private truth, caies but little for their 
loss, and if left to itself would soon forget to g:rieve, and though 
a nation has often been figuratively drowned in tears on ti»e 
death of a great man, yet it is ten to one if an individual tear has 
been shed on the occasion, excepting from the forlorn pen of some 
hungry author. Tt h the historian, the biographer, and the poet, 
who have the whole burden ot" grief to sustain ; who — kind souls ! 
— like undertakers in England, act the part of chief mourners — 
who inflate a nation witb sighs it never heaved, and deluge it with 
tears it never drcauit of shedding. Thus, wliile the patriotic 
author is weeping and howling, in prose, in blank verse, and in 
rhyme, and collecting the drops of public sorrow into his volume, 
as into a lachrymal vase, it is more than probable his fellow-citi- 
zens are eating and drinking, fiddling and daneiiig, as utterly 
ignorant of the bitter lamentations made in their name, as are 
those men of straw, John Doe and Richard Roe, of the plaintiffs 
for whom they are generously pleased to become sureties. 

The most glorious hero that ever desolated nations might have 
mouldered into oblivion among the rubbish of his own monument, 
did not some historian take him into favor, and benevolently 
transmit his name to posterity — and much as the valiant ^^'illia^n 
iLicit worried, and bustled, and turmoiled, while he had the desti 
nies of a whole colony in his hand, I question seriously whether 
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be will not be obliged to Hue authentic bistoty for all bk futare ' 

celebrity. 

His exit occasioned no convulsluii in the city of New- Amster- 
dam nor its vicinity : the earth trembled not, neither did any stars 
shoot from their spheres — the heavens were not shrouded in 
bltick, 2>oets woald fain persuailt. us theyh.ao iKcn, on the 
death of a hero— tUe rocks (iiard-iiearted vaxiets I) melted not 
into tears, nor did the trees bang their beads in silent sorrow ; 
and as to the snn, he lay arbed the next night just as long, 
and tiiowetl iis jolly a face when he i*ose, as lie ever did on the 
same day of the month in any year, either before or since. The 
good people of New^Amsterdam, one and all, declared that he 
had been a very bnsy, active, bnstling- little governor ; that 
he was "the fatlier of hla counti*y'' — that he was "the iiublest 
work of God " — ^that *^ he was a man, take him for all in ail, they 
ne'er should look upon his like again " — ^together with sundiy 
other civil and affectionate speeches regularly said on the death 
of all great men ; alter which they smoked their pipes, thought 
no more about him, and Peter Stuyvesant succeeded to his 
station. 

Peter Stuyvesant was the last, and, like the reiiowjicd \V(juier 
Van Twiller, the best of jdut ancient Dutch governors. Wouter 
having surpassed all who preceded him, and Pieter or Piet, as he 
was sociably called by the old Dutch burghers, who were ever 
prone to familiai'ize names, having never been equalled by any 
successor. He was in fact the very man fitted by nature to re- 
trieve the desperate fortunes of her beloved province, had not the 
fates, those most potent and unrelenting of all ancient spinsters, 
destiiicd them to inextricable confusion. 

To say merely that he was a hero would be doing hun 
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great injustice — ^he was in truth a combination of heroes— he 

was of a sturdy, rawboned make like Ajax Telamon, with a pair 
of round shoulders that Hercules would have given his hide for 
(meaning his lion's hide,) when he undertook to ease old Atlas 
of his load. He was, moreover, as Plutarch describes Coriola- 
nus, not only terrible lor the force of his arm, huL likewise of his 
voice, which sounded as though it came out of a barrel ; and, like 
the selfsame warrior, he possessed a sovereign contempt for the 
sovert igii people, and an iron aspect, which was enousrh of itself 
to make the very bowels of jiis adversaries quake with terror and 
dismay. All this martial excellency of appearance was inex- 
pressibly heightened by an accidental advantage, with which I 
am surprised that neither llonier nor V irgil have graced any of 
their heroes* This was nothing less than a wooden leg, which 
was the only prize he had gained in bravely fighting the battles 
of his country, but of which he was so proud, that he was often 
lieai'd to declare he valued it more than .ill his other limbs put 
together ; indeed so highly did he esteem it, that he had it gal- 
lantly enchased and relieved with silver devices, which caused it 
to be related iu divers histories and legends that he wore a sil- 
ver leg.* 

Like that choleric warrior Achilles, he was somewhat subject 

to extempore bursts of passion, which were rather unpleasant 
to hie favorites and attendants, whose perceptions he was apt to 
quicken, after the manner of his illustrious imitator, Peter the 
Great, by anointing their shoulders with his walking-staff. 

Though I caimot llnd that he had rerid I'luio, or Aristotle, 
or Hobbes, or Bacon, or Algernon Sydney, or Toiai^|aine, yet 

• See tlie bistories of MasteiB Joaaelyn and Blome. 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF ISfEW-YOEX m 



did he sometiiiies iiicuiifest a shrewdness and sagacity in his 
measuros, that one would hardly expect from a man who did not 
know Greek, and had never studied the ancients. True it is, 
and I confess it with sorrow, that he had an nnTeasonable aver- 
sion to exi»criments, and was fond of governing liis province 
after the simplebt manner — ^but then he contrived to keep it in 
better order than did the emdite Keft, though he had all the 
philosophers, ancient and modern, to assist and perplex liim. 
I must likewise own that he made but very few laws, but then 
again he took care that those few were rigidly and impartially 
enforced — and I do not know but justice on the whole was as 
well administered as if there had been volumes ot sage acts and 
statutes yearly made, and daily neglected and forgotten* 

He was, in fact, the very reverse of his predecessors, being 
neither tranquil and inert, hke \\ alter the Doubter, nur restless 
and fidgetmg, like William the Testy ; but a man, or ratiier a 
governor, of such tmcommon activity and decision of mind, that 
he never sought nor accepted the advice of others; depending 
bravely upon his single head as would a hero of yore upou his 
single arm, to carry him through all difficulties and dangers. To 
tell the simple truth he wanted nothing more to complete him as 
a statesman than to think idways right, for no one can say but 
that he always acted as he thought. He was never a man to 
flinch when he found himself in a scrape ; but to dash forward 
through thick and thin, trusting, by hook or by crook, to make 
all things straight in the end. In a word, he possessed in an 
eminent degree that great quality in a statesman, called perse- 
verance by the poHte, but nicknamed obstinacy by the vulgiu*. 
A wonderful salve for official blunders ; since he who perseveres 
in error without flinching, gets the credit of boldness and consis- * 
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tencj, while he who wayers in seeking to do what is right gets 
stigmatized as a trimmer. This much is certain; and it is a 
maxim well worthy the attention of all legislators g^teai and 
small, who stand shaking in the wind, irresolate which way to 
steer, that a ruler a\ iiu iollowii hia own will pleases himsoH, \s hiiu 
be who seeks to satisiy tlie wishes and whims of others runs great 
riak of pleasing nohody. There is nothing too like putting down 
one's foot resolutely, when in douht ; and letting things t^e their 
course. The clock that stands stili points right twice in the four 
and twenty hours : while others may keep going continually and 
be continually going wrong. 

Kor did this magnanimous quality escape the discernment of 
the good people of Nieuw-Nederiands ; on the contrary, so much 
were ihey struck with the independent will and vigorous resolu- 
tion displayed on all occasions by their new governor, that they 
universally called him llard-Koppig Piet ; or Peter the Head- 
strong — a great compliment to the strength of his understanding. 

If, from all that I have said, thou dost not gather, worthy 
reader, that I'eter Stuyvesant was a tough, sturdy, valiant, 
weather-beaten, nu ttlesomc, obstinate, leathern-bided, lion-hearted, 
generous-spirited old governor, either X have written to but little 
purpose, or fhou art very dull at drawing conclusions 

This most excellent governor commenced his administration 
on the 29th of May, 1647 ; a rema r kably stormy day, distin- 
guished in all the almanacs of the time which have come down 
to us by the name of Windy Friday, As he was very jealous 
of his personal and official dignity, he was inaugurated into office 
with great ceremony ; the goodly oaken chair of the renowned 
Wouter Van TwiUer being carefully preserved for sudi occasions, 
in like manner as the chair and stone were reverentially pre- 
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scrred at SchouC) in Scotland, for the coronation of the Caledo- 
nian monarchs. 

I must not omit to mention, that the tempestuons state of the 

elements, together with its being that unlucky day of the week 
termed ''hanging day/' did not fail to excite much grave 
speculation and divers very reasonable apprehensions among the 
more ancient and enlightened inhabitants ; and several of the 
sager sex, who were reputed to be not a little skilled in the mys- 
teries of astrology and fortunetelling, did declare outright that 
they were omens of a disastrous administration — an event that 
came to be lamentably n crifiLMl. and which proves, beyond dispute, 
the wisdom of attending to those preternatural intimations fur- 
nished by dreams and visions, the flying of birds, falling of stones, 
and cackling of geese, on which the sages and rulers of ancient 
limes placed such reliance — or to those shootings of stars, eclipses 
of the moon, bowlings of dogs, and flarings of candles, carefully 
noted and interpreted by the oracular sybils of our day ; who, in 
my humble opinion, are the l(\i^itimatc inheritors and preservers 
of tlie ancient science of divination. This much is certain, that 
Governor Stuyvesant succeeded to the chair of state at a turbu- 
lent period ; when foes thronged and threatened from without ; 
when anarcliy and stin-iieckiid opposition reigned rampant w ithin ; 
when the authority of their High Mightinesses the Lords States- 
General, though supported by economy, and defended by speeches, 
protests and proclamations, yet tottered to its very centre ; and 
when the great city of New-Amsterdam, though fortifiod hv flag- 
Staffs, trumpeters, and wind-mills, seemed, like some fair lady of 
easy virtue, to lie open to attack, and ready to yield to the first 
iuvader. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



SHOWING HOW PETER THE HEADSTRONG BESTIRRED HIHSELP 

AMONG THE RATS AND COBWEBS ON ENTERING INTO OFI CE ; 
BIB INTERVIEW WITH ANTON X THE TBUMPEIEfi, AND HIS 
PERILOUS MEDDLING WITH THE CURRENCT. 

The very first movements of the great Peter, on taking the reins 
of government, displayed his magntinimity, though they occa- 
sioned not a little marvel and uneasiness among ilio ]:ieople of the 
Manhattoea. Finding himself constantly interrupted by the op- 
position, and annoyed by the advice of liis privy council, the 
members of which had acquired the unreasonable habit of think- 
ing and speaking for themselves during the preceding reign, he 
determined at once to put a stop to such grievous abominations. 
Scarcely, therefore, had he entered upon his authority, than he 
turned out of office all the meddlesome spirits of the factious cab- 
inet of WiUiam the Testy ; in place of whom he chose unto 
himself counselors from those fat, somniferous, respectable 
burghers who had flourished and slumbered under the easy reign 
of Widter the Doubter. All these he caused to he furnished 
with abundance of fair long pipes, and to be regaled with fre- 
quent corporation dinners, admonishing them to smoke, and eat, 
.and sleep, for the good of the nation, while he took the burden of 
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government upon his own shoulders — sax arrangement to which 
they all gave hearty acquieticence. 

Nor did he stop kere, but made a hideous rout among the 
inventions and expedients of his learned predecessor — rooting 
up lii^s pateut gallows, where eailitT vagabonds were suspended V>y 
the waiBtband---demolishiDg his flag-staffs and wind-miUS| which, 
like mighty giants, guarded the ramparts of New-Amsterdam^ 
pitchinjT to the diiyvel wliole batteries of quakcr giuis — and, in a 
word, tuniing topsy-turvy the whole philosoplilc, economic, and 
wiod-mill system of the immortal sage of Saardam. 

The honest folk of New- Amsterdam began to quake now for 
the fate of their matchless champion, Antony the Truniptfter, 
who had acquired prodigious favor in the eyes of the women, by 
means of his whiskers and his trumpet. Him did Peter the 
Headstrong caufie to be brought into his presence, and eyeing 
him for a moment ironi bend to foot, ^vith a countenance that 
would have appalled any thing else than a sounder of brass — 
Pr'ythee, who and what art ihou?" said he. ** Sire," replied 
the other, in no wise dismayed, "for my name, it is Anthony Van 
Corlear — for ray parentage, I am the son of ray mother — for my 
profession, I am champion and garrison of this great city of New- 
Amsterdam." I doubt me much," said Peter Stuyvesant, ^ that 
thou art some scurvy costard-monger knave : — how didst thou 
acquire this paramount honor and dignity Marry, sir," re- 
plied the other, " like many a great man before me, simply 
aoundinf/ my oton trumpet." " Ay, is it so ?** quoth the governor ; 
"why then let us have a relisli of thy art." WliereujKin the 
good Antony put Ins instrument to his Hps, and sounded a charge 
with such a tremendous outset, such a delectable quaver, and such 
a triumphant cadence, that it was enough to make one's heart leap 
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out of one's mouth only to be within a mile of it Like as a war- 
worn charger, grazing in peaceful plains, stui'ts at a strain of 
martial music, pridu up bis ears, and snortSy and pawn, and kin- 
dles at the noise, so did the heroic Peter joy to hear the dacgor 
of th<' tnimjK't ; for of him mi«rht tnily be said, what was recorded 
of the renowned St, GeorL^* ul England, "there was nothing in 
all the world that more rejoiced his heart than to hear the pleasant 
sound of war, and see the soldiers hrandish forth their steeled 
weapons." Casting his eye more kindly, therefore, upon the 
Sturdy Von Corlear, and iinding him to be a jovial varlet, 
shrewd in his discourse^ yet of great discretion and immeasurable 
wind, he stnughtway oonoeived a vast kindness for him, and dis- 
charprinpr him iVom tlie troublesome diity of garrisoning, defend- 
ing, and alarming the city, ever after retained him about his 
person, as his chief favorite, confidential envoy, and truaty squire* 
Instead of disturbine the city with disastrous notes, he was in- 
structed to play so ai to delight the ^roveruor while at his repasts, 
as did the minstrels of yore in the days of glorious chivalry — and 
on all public occasions to rejoice the ears of the people with war- 
like melody — thereby keepinu alive a iiol)lc and martial sj)irit. 

But the measure of the valiant Peter whieh produced the 
greatest agitation in the community, was his laying his hand upon 
the currency. He had old-fashioned notions in favor of gold and 
silver, which he considered the true standards of w^'alth jni.l me- 
diums of commerce, and one of his first edicts was, that all duties 
to government should be paid in those precious metals, and that 
seawant, or wampum, should no longer be a legal tender. 

Here was a blow at public prosperity ! All those who specu- 
lated on the rise and fall of this fluctuating currency, found their 
calling at an end ; those, too, who bad boarded Indian money by 
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banels fiiU, found their capital shrunk in amount ; but, aboye aU, 
die Yankee traders, who were accustomed to flood the market 

with newlj -coiiied oyster-sliells, and to abstract Dutch mercUan- 
diae in exchange, were.loud-mouthed indecijiug this tampering 
with the currency" It was clipping the wings of commerce ; it 
was checking the development of public prosperity ; trade would 
be at an end j good© would moulder on the shelves ; grahi would 
rot in the granaries ; grass would grow in the market-place. In 
a word, no one who has not heard the outcries and howlings of a 
modern Tarshish, at any check upon " paper money," can have 
any idea of the clamor against Peter the Ileadetrong, for checking 
the circulation of oyster-shellfl. 

In fact, trade did shrink into narrower channels ; but then the 
stream was deep as it was broad ; the honest Dutchmen sold less 
goods; but then they got the worth of them, either in silver and 
gold, or in codfish, tin-ware, apple>brandy, Weathersfield onions, 
wooden bowls, and other articles of Yankee barter* The ingeni- 
ous people of tlie east, however, indemnifiec] themselves in another 
way for having to abandon the coinage of oyster-shells, for about 
this time we are told that wooden nutmegs made their first ap- 
pearance in New-Amsterdam, to the great annoyance of the Dutch 
housewives. 

NOTE. 

jRnom « mami^eHpt neerd «f the provtnee; Lib. N, T. Biet, Soeietf,^ 
We HaTe been unable to render fcm inhabitaots wiser and prevent their being 
Inrther impoaed upon than to declare abaolntelf and peremptorily that hencefor- 
ward seawant shall be btdUon-^not longer admissibie in trade, without any 

valuc, as it is indeed. So that every one may be upon his guard to barter no 
longer »way bis warepi and merchandises for these babbles — at least not to 

12 
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accept them at a higher rate or in a larger quantity than as they may want 
them in their trade with the savages. 

In this way your EngUah [Yankee] neighbors shall no longer be enabled to 
dmw the best wares and merohandises from our eoantry for nothings— the 
beavers and hn not excepted. This has indeed bng since been insufierable, 
althoo^ it onglit chiefly to be imputed to the impnident pcnnrioiisness of our 
own merchants and inhabitants, who, it is to be hoped, shaU through the abo* 
lition of this seawant become wiser and more prudent. 

Ulth January, itiG2. 

Seawant fidls into d i s r epo t a duties to be paid in siiTer ooin. 
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CHAPTER m. 



BOW THE YANKEE LEAGUE WAXED MORE XHD MORE FOTENT ; 
AND HOW IT OUTWITTED THE GOOD FBTEB IN TBEATT- 
MAKING. 

Now it came to pass, that while Peter Stuyresant was busy 
regulatmg the internal afikirs of his domam, the great Yankee 

league, which had caused such tribulation to William the Testy, 
coatiuued to increase in extent and power. The grand Amphio- 
tjonic council of the league was held at Boston, where it spun a 
web, which threatened to link within it all the miglity principali- 
ties and powers of the east. The object proposed by this formi- 
dable combination was mutual prutiction and deience against 
their savage neighbors ; but all the world knoys the real aim was 
to form a grand crnsade against the Nieuw-Nederlands and to get 
possesf^ion of the city of the Manhattoes — as devout an object of 
enterprise and ambition to the Yankees as was ever the capture 
of Jerusalem to ancient crusaders. 

In the very year lowing the inaugnration of Grovemor 
Stuyvcsant, a grand deputation departed iroia the city ot Provi- 
dence (famous for its dusty streets and beauteous women) in 
behalf of the plantation of Rhode Island, praying to be admitted 
into the lcague« 
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The following minute of this deputation appears in t lie aneient 

records of the council.* 

" 31r. Will. Cottington and Captuin Partridg of lihoode Inland 
presented this insewing request to the commissioners in wright* 
ing— 

Our request and motion is in behalfe of Bhoode Band, that 

wee the Danders of Roode-Iland may be rescauied into combina- 
tion with all the united colonyes of New England in a firme and 
perpetual league of friendship and amitj of ofence and defence^ 
mutuaU advice and succor upon all just occasions for our mutuall 

sal'ety and wellikire, etc 

**WiLL Cottington, 
Alicxsander Partbido." 

There was certainly something in the very physiognomy of 
this document that might well inspire apprehension. The name 
of Alexander, however misspelt, has been warlii&e in every age, 
and though its fierceness is in some measure softened by being 
coupled with the gentle cognomen of Partridge, still, like the 
color of scarlet, it bears an exceeding great resemblance to the 
sound of a trumpet. From the style of the letter, moreover, and 
the soldierlike ignorance of orthography displayed by the noble 
captain Alicxsander Partridg in spelling his own naine. we may 
picture to ourselves this mighty man of Rhodes, strong in arms, 
potent in the field, and as great a scholar as though he had been 
educated among that learned people of Thrace, who, Aristotle 
assures us, could not count beyond the number four. 

The result of this great Yankee league was augmented auda- 

* Has. Col Stat. Pap. 
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dfy on the part of the moas-troopers of Coanecticat — ^pushing 

their encroachments farther aud farther into the territories of 
their High Mightinesses, so that even the inhabitants of New- 
AxoBterdam began to draw short breath and to find themsettes 
exceedingly cramped for elbow-room. 

Peter Stuyvesant was not a man to submit quietly to such 
intrusions ; his first impulse was to march at once to the frontier 
and kick these squatting Yankees out of the country ; but, be- 
thinking himself in time that he was now a ^rovemor and lenis- 
lator, the policy of the statesman for once cooled the fire of the 
old soldier, and he determined to try his hand at negotiation. A 
correspondence accordingly ensued between him and the grand 
couneil of th(? league, and it was agreed that commissioners from 
either side should meet at Hartford, to settle boundaries, adjust 
grievances, and establish a ^ perpetual and happy peace." 

The commissioners on the part of the Manhattoes were chosen, 
according to immemorial usage of that venerable metropolis, from 
among the wisest and weightiest" men of the community ; that is 
to say, men with the oldest heads and heayiest pockets. Among 
these sages the veteran navigator, Hans Reinier Oothoot, who 
had made such extensive discoveries during the time of OlofFe the 
Dreamer, was looked up to as an orade in aU matters of the kind; 
and he was ready to produce the very spy-glass with which he 
first spied the mouth of tlic C onuecticut River from Ids mast- 
head, and all the world knows that the discovery of the mouth of 
a river ^ves prior right to aU the lands drained by its waters. 

It was with feelings of pride and exultation that the good 
people of the Manhattoes saw two of the richest and most pon- 
derous burghers departing on this embassy ; men whose word on 
'change was oracular, and in whose presence no poor man ventured 
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to appear withoat taking off his hat : when it was seen, too, that 
tiie veteran Keinier Ootliout accompanied tliem with his spy -glass 
under his am, all the old men and old women predicted that men 
of such weight, with such evidence, would leave the Yankees no 
alternative but to pack up their tin kettles and wooden wares ; 
put wife and children in a cart, and abandon all the lands of their 
High Mightinesses, on which they bad squatted. 

In truth, the commissioners sent to Hartford by the league, 
seemed in nowise calculated to eompctc with men of such capacity. 
They were two lean Yankee lawyeis, litigious-looking varlets, and 
eyidentlj men of no substance, since they had no rotundity in the 
belt, and there wa^s no jingling of money in their pockets; it is 
true they had longer heads than the Dutchmen ; but if the heads 
of the latter were flat at top, they were broad at bottom, and what 
was wanting in height of forehead, was made up by a double 
chin. 

The negotiation turned as usual upon the good old corner- 
stone of original discovery ; according to the principle that he * 
who first sees a new country, has an unquestionable right to it. 
This being admitted, the veteran Oothout, at a concerted signal, 
stepped forth in the assembly with the identical tarpauling spy- 
glass in his hand, with which he had discovered the mouth of the 
Connecticut, while the worthy Dutch commissioners lolled back in 
their chairs, secretly chuckling at the idea of having for once got 
the weather-gage of the Yankees ; but what was their dismay 
when the latter produced a Nantucket whaler with a spy-glass, 
twice as long, with which he discovered the whole coast, quite 
down to the Manhattoes ; and so crooked that he liad spied with 
it up the whole course of the Connecticut River. This principle 
pushed home, therefore, the Yankees had a right to the whole 
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oonntry bordering on the Sound ; nay, the city of New- Amster- 
dam was a mere Dutch squatting-place ou their territorieB. 

I forbear to dwell upon the confusion of the worthy Dutch 
commissioners at finding ^bmr main pillar of proof thus knocked 

from under them ; neither will I pretend to describe the conster- 
iialiou of the w ise men at the Mauhattoes when thev learnt how 
their commissioner had been out-trumped by the Yankees, and 
how the latter pretended to daim to the very gates of New- 
Amsterdam. 

Long was the negotiation protracted, and long was the public 
mind kept in a state of anxiety. There are two modes of settling 
boundary questions when the claims of the opposite parties are 
irreconcilable. One is by an appeal to arms, in which case the 
weakest party is apt to lose its right, and get a broken head into 
the bargain ; the other mode is by compromise, or mutual conces- 
sion ; that is to say, one party cedes half of its claims, and the 
other party half of its rights ; he who grasps most gets most, and 
the whole is pronounced an equitable dlyision, perfectly honora- 
ble to both parties." 

The latter mode was adopted in the present instance. The 
Yankees gave up claims to vast tracts of the Nieuw-Nedcrlands 
which they had never seen, and all right to the island of Manna- 
hata and the city of New-Amsterdam, to which they had no right 
at all; while the Dutch, in return, agreed that the Yankees 
should retain possession of the frontier places where they had 
squatted, and of both sides of the Connecticut river. 

When the news of this treaty arrived at New-Amsterdam, 
the whole city was in an uproar of exultation. The old women 
rejoiced that there was to be no war, the old men that their cab- 
bage<giurd6ii8 were safe from invasion ; while the political sages 
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pronounced the treaty a great triumph over the Tankeea^ consid- 
ering how much they had claimed, and how little they had been 

"fobbed off with." 

And now my worthy reader is, doubtless, like the great and 
good Peter, congratulating himiielf with the idea, that his feelings 
will no longer be harassed by afflicting details of stolen horses, 
broken heads, impounded hogs, and all the other catalogue of 
heartrrending cruelties that disgraced these border wars. But if 
he should indulge in such expectations, it is a proof that he is 
Lut little versed in the paradoxical ways of cabinets; to convince 
him of which, T solicit liis serious attention to my next chapter, 
wherein I will show that Peter Stuyvesant has already committed 
a great error in politics ; and by effecting a peace, has materially 
hazarded the tranquillity of the province. 
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CONTAINING- DIVERS SPECULATIONS ON AVAR AND NEGOTIA- 
TIONS — SHOWING THAI A TB£ATX OF I>£AC£ IS A GBEAT 
NATIONAL EYIL. 

It was the opinion of that poetical philosopher^ liucretius, that 
war was the original state man, whom he described as being 

primitively a savage beast of* prey, enjarasred in a constant state of 
hostility with his own species, and tliat this ferocious spirit was 
tamed and ameliorated by society. The same opinion has been 
advocated by Hobbes,* nor have there been wanting many 
other philosophers to ailmit and defend it. 

For my part, though prodigiously fond of these valuable 
speculations, so complimentary to human nature, yet, in this 
instance, I am inclined to take the proposition by halves, believ- 
ing with liorace,t that though war may have been originally 
the favorite amusement and industrious employment of our pro- 
genitors, yet, like many other excellent habits, so far from being 

• HobbesTB* Leviathan. Part i. ch. 13. 

t Qnnm prorepBerunt primia animalia tenrtB, 

Mntwim ac tnrpe pecua, glandem atqae cabilia propter, 

Ungnibm et pugnis, dein fhstibae, atquc ita porro 

Pugnabani anuis, quee post fabricavcrat usus. 

HoR. Sat. L. i. S. 3. 

12* 
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ameliorated, it has been cultiTated and confinned by refinement 
and civilization, and increases in exact proportion as we approach 

lowiirds that state of perfection, which is the ne plus ultra of 
modern philosophy. 

The fii«t conflict between man and man waa the mere exeiv 
tion of physical force, unaided by auxiliary weapons — ^his arm 
was his bucklej-, liis list wiis Iiis mace, and a broken head the 
catastrophe of his encounters. The battle oi* unassisted strength 
was succeeded by the more rugged one of stones and clubs, and 
war assumed a sanguinary aspect. As man advanced in refine- 
ment, as his faculties expanded, and as his sensibilities became 
more exquisite, be grew rapidly more ingenious and experienced 
in the art of murdering his fellow-beings. He invented a thou- 
sand devices to defend and to assault — tliu liclTiict, the cuirass, 
and the buckler, the sword, the dart, and the javelin, prepared 
him to elude the wound as well as to launch the blow. Still 
urging on, in the career of philanthropic invention, he enlarges 
and heightens his powers of defence and injury : — The Aries, tlie 
Scorpio, the Balista, and the Catapulta, give a horror and sub- 
limity to war, and magnify its glory, by increasing its desolation. 
Still insatiable, though armed with machinery that seemed to 
reach the limits of destructiveJnvcntion, and to yield a power of 
injury commensurate even with the desires of revenge — still 
deeper researches must be made in the diabolical arcana. With 
furious zeal he dives into the bowels of tlie earth ; he toils midst 
poisonous minerals and deadly salts — the sublime discovery of 
gunpowder blazes upon the world — ^and finally the dreadful art 
of fighting by proclamation seems to endow the demon of war 
with ubiquity and omnipotence ! 

This, indeed, is grand! — ^this, indeed, marks the powers of 
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mind, and bespeaks that divine endowment of reason, which dis- 
tinguishes US from the animals, our inferiors. The unenlightened 
brutes content themselves with the native force which Providence 
has assigned them. — The angrj bull butts with his horns, as did 
bis progenitors before him — the lion, the leopard, and the tiger 
seek only with their talons and their fang^ to gratify their san- 
guinary fury ; and even the subtle serpent darts the same venom^ 
and u.<«es the same wiles, as did his sire before the flood. Man 
alone, blessed with the inventive mind, goes on from (lis(^overy to 
discovery— ^larges and multiplies his powers of destruction; 
arrogates the tremendous weapons of Deity itself, and tasks 
creation to assist him in murdering his brother worm ! 

In proportion as the ai*t of war has increased in improvement 
has the art of preserving peace advanced in equal ratio ; and as 
we have discovered, in this age of wonders and inventions, that 
proclamation is the most formidable engine in war, so have we 
discovered the no less ingenious mode of maintaining peace by 
perpetual negotiations. 

A treaty, or, to speak more correctly, a negotiation, therefore, 
according to the acceptation of experienced statesmen, learned in 
these roatteri*, is no longer an attempt to accommodate differences, 
to ascertain rights, and to establish an equitable exchange of kind 
offices ; but a contest of skill between two powers, which shall 
overreach and take in the other. It is a cunning endeavor to 
obtain by peaceful manoeuvre, and the clucanery of cabinets, 
those advantages which a nation would otherwise have wrested by 
force of arms ; in the same manner as a conscientious highwayman 
reforms and becomes a quiet and praiseworthy citizen, contenting 
himself with cheating his neighbor out of that property he would 
foxmerly have seized with open violence. 
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Id £stcty the only tune when two nations tan he said to be in a 
state of perfect amity is when a negotiation is open, and a treaty 
pending. Then, when there are no stipulations entered into, no 
bonds to restrain the will, no specific limits to awaken the captions 
jealousy of right implanted in our nature ; when each party has 
some advantage to hope and expect from the other, then it is 
that the two nations are wonderfully gracious and triendly; 
their ministers professing the highest mutual regard, exchanging 
blllets-douz, making fine speeches, and indulging in all those 
little diplomatic flirtations^ co(|i]etiies, and fomilliigs, that do 
so marvelously tickle the good humor of the respective nations. 
Thus it may paradoxically be said, that there is neyer so good an 
understanding hetween two nations as when there is a little mis- 
understanding — and that so long as they are on no terms at all, 
they are on the best terms in the world ! 

I do not by any means pretend to daim the merit of haying 
made the above discovery. It has, in fact, long been secretly 
acted upon by certain enliglitened cabinets, and is, together with 
divers others notable theories, privately copied out of the oonmion- 
place book of an illustrious gentleman, who has been member of 
congress, and enjoyed tlic nnlimited confidence of heads of 
departments. To tliis principle may be ascribed tiie wonderful 
ingenuity shown of late years in protracting and interrupting 
negotiations- — ^Hence the cunning measure of appointing as 
ambassador some political pettifogger skilled in delays, so- 
phisms, and misapprehensions, and dexterous in the art of 
baffling argument— or some blundering statesman, whose errors 
and misconstructions may be a plea fbr refusing to ratify his 
engagements. And hence, too, that most notable expedient, so 
popular with our government, of sending out a brace of ambassa* 
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dors; between whom, having each an individual will to consult, 
chai*acter to establish, and interest to promote, you may as well 
look for unanimily and concord as between two lovers with one 
mistress, two dogs with one bone, or two naked rogues witli one 
pair of breeches. This disagreement, therefore, is continually 
breeding delays and impediments, in consequence of which the 
negotiation goes on swimmingly — ^inasmuch as there is no prospect 
of its ever coming to a close. Nothing is lost by these delays 
and obstacles but time j and in a negotiation, according to the 
theory I have exposed, all time lost is in reality so much time 
gained : — ^with what delightful paradoxes does modem political 
economy abuund I 

Now all that I have here advanced is so notoriously true, that 
I almost blush to take up the time of my readers with treating 
of matters which must many a time have stared them in the face. 
But the proposition to which I would most earnestly call their 
attention is this, that though a negotiation be the most harmonizing 
of all national transactions, yet a treaty of peace is a great politi- 
cal evil, and one of the most fruitful sources of war. 

I have rarely seen an instance of any special contract between 
individuals that did not produce jealousies, bickerings, and often 
downright ruptures between them ; nor did I ever know of a 
treaty between two nations that did not occasion continiuil misun- 
derstandings. How many worthy country neiglibors have I 
known, who, after living in peace and good fellowship for years, 
have been thrown into a state of distrust, caviling, and animosity, 
by some ill-starred agreement about fences, runs of water, and 
Stray cattle ! And how many well-meaning nations, who would 
otherwise have renmined in the most amicable disposition to- 
wards each oliher, lunre been brought to swoida^ points about the 
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mfriDgement; or miBoonstruction of some treaty, which in an eni 
hour thej had concluded, by way of making their amity more 
sure! 

Treaties ul best are but complied with so long n> interest re- 
quires their fulfillment ; couBequently they are virtually binding 
on the weaker party only, or, in plain truth, they are not binding 
at all. No nation will waulonly go to war with another if it has 
nothing to gain thereby, and therefore needs no treaty to restrain 
it irom violence ; and if it have any thing to gain, I much ques- 
lion, from what I have witnessed of the righteous conduct of na- 
tions, whether any treaty could be made so strong that it could 
not thrust the sword through — ^pay, I would hold ten to one, the 
treaty itself would be the very source to which resort would be 
had to find a pretext for hostilities. 

Thus, therefore, I conclude — that though it is the best of all 
policies for a nation to keep up a constant negotiation with its 
neighbors, yet it is the summit of folly for it ever to be beguiled 
iiilo a treaty; for then comes on lioii-fulfillment and intVactiou, 
then remonstrance, then altercation, then retaliation, then recrimi- 
nation, and finally open war. In a word, negotiation is like 
courtship, a time of sweet words, gallant speeches, soft looks, and 
endearing caresses — but the marriage ceremony is the signal for 
hostilities. 

If my painstaking reader be not somewhat perplexed by the 

ratiocination of the foregoing passage, he will perceive, at a 
glance, that the Great Peter, in concluding a treaty with his 
eastern neighbors, was guilty of lamentable error in policy. In 
fact, to this unlucky agreement ma}- be traced a world of bicker> 
ings and heart-burnings between tlie parties, about fancied or 
pretended infringements of treaty stipulations ; in all which the 
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Yankees were pione to indemniiy themselves by a ^ dig into the 

sides'* of the New-Netherlands. But, in sooth, these border 
I'eucls, albeit thej gave groat annoyance to the good burghers of 
Maima-bata, were so pitiful in their nature, that a graye historian 
like mjselfy who grudges the time spent in any thing less than the 
revolutions of states and fall of empires, would deem them un- 
worthy of being inscribed on his page. The reader is, therefore, 
to take it for granted, though I scorn to waste, in the detail, that 
time which my furrowed brow and trembling hand inform me is 
invaluable, that all the while the Great Peter was occupied in 
those tremendous and bloody contests which I shall shortly re- 
hearse, there was a continued series of litUo, dirty, sniveling 
ecourings, broils, and maraudings, kept up on the eastern frontiers 
by the moss-troopers of Connecticut. But, like that mirror of 
chivalry, the sage and valorous Don Quixote, I leave these petty 
contests for some future Sancho Panza of a historian, while I 
reserve my prowess and my pen for achievements of higher 
din^nity ; for at this moment I hear a direful and portentous note 
issuing from the bosom of the great council of the league, and 
resounding throughout the regions of the east, menacing the fame 
and fortunes of Peter Stuy vcsant. I call, thererorc, upon the 
reader to leave behind him all the paltry brawls of the Connecti- 
cut borders, and to press forward with me to the relief of our 
favorite hero, who, I foresee, will be wofully beset by the implacor 
ble Yankees in the next chapter. 
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CHAPXEK V. 

HOW PBTBS 8TUTVB8ANT WAS aBl£YOU8t.T BELIED BY THE 
GBEAT COUNCIL OF THE LEAGUE ; AND HOW HE SENT AN- 
TOUT THE TBUHPETBB TO TAKE TO THE COUNCIL A PIECE 
OP HIS MIND. 

That the reader may be aware of the peril at this moment 
menacing Peter Stujvesant and his capital, I must remind him 

of the old cliargc advanctd in the eouiu il of the lea^e in the 
time of William the Testy, that the Ncderiandors were carrying 
on a trade damnable and injurious to the colonists/' in furnishing 
the savages with " guns, powther, and shott" This, as T then sug- 
gested, wa^ a crafty device of the Yankee coid'edoracy to have a 
snug cause of war in petto, in case any favorable opportunity- 
should present of attempting the conquest of the New-Neder^ 
lands : the great object of Yankee ambition. 

Accordingly we iiow liiid, when every other ground of com- 
plaint had apparently been removed by treaty, this nefarious 
charge revived with tenfold virulence, and hurled like a thunder- 
bolt at the very head of Peter Stuyvesant ; happily his head, like 
that of the great bull of the Wabash, was proof against such 

To be ezpHcity we are told ihat^ in the year 1651, the gieat 
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confederacy of the east accused the immaculate Peter, the soul 
of honor and heart of steel, of secretly endeavoring, by gilts and 
promises, to instigate the Narroheganset, Mohaque, and Pequot 
Indians, to surprise and massacre the Yankee settlements. For," 
as the grand council observed, "the liidiaiis round about ibr divers 
hundred miles cercute seeme to have aruuk deepe of an intoxi- 
cating cupp, att or from the Maohattoes against the English, 
whoe have sought their good, both in bodily and spirituall 
respects." 

This charge they pretended to support by the eyidence of 
divers Indians, who were probably moved by that spirit of truth 
which is said to reside in the bottle, and who swore to the fact as 
(Sturdily as though they had been so mjiny Christian troopers. 

Though descended from a family which suffered much injury 
from the losel Yankees of those times, my great-grandfather 
having had a yoke oi' oxen and his best pacer stolen, and having 
received a pair of black eyes and a bloody nose in one of these 
border wars ; and my grandfather, when a very little boy tending 
pigs, having been kidnapped and severely flogged by a long-sided 
Connecticut schoolmaster — yet I should have passed over all these 
wrongs with ibrgiveness and oblivion — I could even have suiiered 
tiiem to have broken Everet Ducking's head; to have kicked the 
doughty Jacobus Van Curlet and his ragged regiment out of 
doors ; to have canied every hog into caj)tivity, and depopulated 
every henroost on the face of the earth with perfect impunity — 
but this wanton attack upon one of the most gallant and irre- 
proachable heroes of modem times, is too much even for me to 
digest ; and has overset, with a single puff, the patience of the 
historian, and the forbearance of the Dutchman. 

Oh reader, it was fidsel I swear to thee, it was false! — ^If 
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thou hast any respect to my word — ^if the undeviatrng character 
for yeracity, which I have endeayored to maintain throughoiit 

this work, has its due weight with thee, thou wilt not ^ve thy 
faith to this tale of slander ; for I pledge my honor and my im- 
mortal fame to thee, that the gallant Peter Stuyvesant was not 
only innocent of this fonl conspiracy, but would have suffered 
hii3 right anu or even his wooden leg to eonsuiii*' with slow and 
everlasting flames, rather than attempt to destroy his enemies 
in any other way than open, generous warfare — beshrew those 
caitiff scouts, that conspired to sully his honest name by such an 
imputation ! 

Peter Stuyvesapt, though haply he may never have heard of 
a knight-errant, had as true a heart of chivalry as ever beat at 

the round table of Kinsr Arthur. Ji\ the honest bosom of this 
heroic Dutchman dwelt the seven noble virtues of knighthood, 
flourishing among his hardy qualities like wild flowers among rocks. 
He was, in truth, a hero of chivalry struck off by nature at a 
single; heat, and tliouL^li little care may have been taken to relme 
her w orkmanship, he stood forth a miracle of her skill. In all his 
dealings he was headstrong perhaps, but open and above board ; 
if there was any thing in the whole world he most loathed and 
despised it was cunning and secret wile; "straight forwrn l" was 
his motto, and he would at any time rather run his hard head 
against a stone wall than attempt to get round it. 

Such was Peter Stuyvesant, and if my admiration of him has 
on this occasion transported my style bcyoud the sober gravity 
which becomes the philosophic recorder of historic events, I 
must plead as an apology, that though a little gray-headed Dutch- 
man, arrived almost at the down-hill of life, I still retain a linger- 
ing spark of that fire which kindles in the eye of youth when 
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oontemplating the virtues of ancient wdrtliieB. Blessed, thrice 

and liiiie times blessed be the good St, Nicholas, if I liave indeed 
escaped that apailiy wh'wh chills the sympathies of age and 
paralyzes every glow of enthusiasm. 

The first measure of Peter Stu} \ esant, on hearing of this 
slanderous charge, would have been worthy ut a man ^vho had 
studied for years in the chivalrous library of Don Quixote. 
Drawing his sword and laying it across the table, to put him in 
J) roper tune, he took pen in hand and indited a proud and lofty 
letter to tlie council of the league, reproaching them with giving 
ear to the slanders of heathen savages against a Christian, a 
soldier, and a cavalier ; declaring that whoever chatged him with 
the plot in question, lied in his throat ; to prove which he offered 
to meet the president of the council or any of his compeers ; or 
their champion, Captain Aliczsander Partridg, tliat mighty man 
of Rhodes, in single combat ; wherein he trusted to vindicate his 
honor by the prowess of his arm. 

Thi.s missive was intrusted to his trumpeter and squire, Antony 
Van Corlear, that man of emeigencies, with orders to travel night 
and day, sparing neither whip nor spur, seeing that he carried the 
vindication of his patron's fame in his saddle-bags. 

The loyal xVntony accompli:5hed his mission with great speed 
and considerable loss of leather. He delivered his missive with 
becoming ceremony, accompanying it with a flourish of defiance on 
his trumpet to the whole council, ending with a significant and 
nasal twang full in the face of Captain Partridg, who nearly 
jumped out of his skin in an ecstasy of astonishment. 

The grand council was composed of men too cool and practical 
to be put readily in a heat, or to indulfre in knip;ht-errantry ; and 
. above all to run a tilt with such a fiery hero as Peter the Head- 
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•Ctong. They knew the advantage, however, to have alwa^rs a 

8nn<r, justifiable cause of war in reserve with a neighbor, wlio had 
territories worth invading; so thej devised a reply to Peter 
Stujvesanty calculated to keep up the *'t9M** which thej had 
established. 

On receiving this answer, Anioiiy Van Corlear remounted the 
Flanders mare which he always rode, and trotted merrily back to 
the Manhattoes, solacing himaelf by the way according to his 
wont — twanging his trumpet like a very devil, so that the 
sweet valleys and banks of the Connecticut resounded with the 
warlike melody — bringing all the folks to the windows as he 
passed through Hartford and Pyquag, and Middletown, and all 
the other border towns, ogling and winking at the women, and 
making aerial wind-mills from the end of his nose at their husbands 
— and stopping occasionally in the villages to eat pumpkin-pies, 
dance at country frolics, and bundle with the Yankee lasses— 
whom he rejoiced exceedingly with his soul-stirring instrument. 
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# CHAPTBE VI. 

BOW PBTEB 8TUTTE8AKT DBMAMDSX> A COUBT OF HOKOB-— 
AND OF THE COURT OF BOHOB AWABDED TO BIH. 

The reply of the grand council to Peter StajTesaat was couched 
m the ooolest and most diplomatic language. They assured hitn 
that " his coriiidt nt denials of the barbarous plot alleged against 
him would weigh little against the testimony of divers sober and 
resectable Indians f that ''his guilt was proTcd to their perfect 
satisfaction,*' so that they must still require and seek due satisfctc* 
Hon and security; ending with — "so we rest, sir — lours iu ways 
of righteousness." 

I forbear to say how the lion-hearted Peter roared and 
ramped at finding himself -more and more entangled in the 
meshes thun artfully drawn round him by the knowing Yankees. 
Impatient, however, of suffering so gross an aspeidon to rest 
upon his honest name, he sent a second messenger to the conndl, 
reiterating his denial of the treachery imputed to him, and offer- 
ing to submit his conduct to the scrutiny of a court of honor. 
His offer was readily accepted ; and now he looked forward with 
confidence to an august tribunal to be assembled at the Manhat- 
toes, formed of high-minded cavaUers, peradventure governors 
and commanders of the confederate plantations, where the matter 
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might be investigated by his peers, in a manner befitdng his rank 
and dignity. 

While he was awaiting the arrivid of such high functionaries^ 
behold, one sunshiny afternoon there rode into the great gate of 

the Manbattoes two Iran, liungn'-looking Yankee:?, niomiud on 
Narraganset pacers, with saddle-bags under their bottoms, and 
green satchels under their arms^ who looked marvelously like two 
pettifogging attorneys beating the hoof from one county court to 
another in quest of lawsuits ; and, in sooth, though they may 
have passed under different names at the time, I have reason to 
suspect they were the identical varlets who had negotiated the 
worthy Dutch commissioners out of the Connecticut river. 

It was a rule with these indefatigable missionaries never to 
let the grass grow under their feet Scarce had they, therefofe, 
alighted at the inn and deposited their saddle-bags, than they 
made their way to the residence of the governor. They found 
hijQ, according to custom, smoking his afternoon pipe on the 
« Stoop," or bench at the porch of his house, and announced them- 
selves, at once, as commissioners sent by the grand council of the 
east to investigate the tnith of certain charges advajiced against 
him. 

The good Peter took his pipe from his mouth, and gazed at 
them for a moment in mute astonishment By way of expediting 
business, they were proceeding on the spot to put some prelimi- 
nary questions ; asking him, peradventure, whether he pleaded 
guilty or not guilty, considering him somethmg in the light of a 
culprit at the bar; when they were brought to a pause by seeing 
him lay down his pipe and begin to fumble with his ^s alking-staft'. 
For a moment, those present would not have given half a crown 
for hoth the crowns of the commissioners ; but Peter Stuyvesant 
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repressed his mighty wrath and stayed his hand; he scanned 

the varlets from head to foot, satchels and all, with a look of 
ineffable scorn; then strode into the house, slammed the door 
after hhn, and oonunanded that thej should ne^er again he 
admitted to his presence. 

The knowing commisHioners wiaked to each other, and made 
a certificate on the spot that the governor had refused to answer 
their interrogatories or to suhmit to their examination. They 
then proceeded to rummage about tlio city for two or three da} s, 
in quest of what they called evidence, perplexing Indians and 
<dd women with their cross-questioning until they had stuffed 
their satchels and saddle^Migs with all kinds of apocr3rphal tales, 
rumors and oalumnies: with these they mounted their Narragan- 
set pacers and traveled back to the grand council ; neither did the 
proud-hearted Peter trouble himself to hinder their researches 
nor impede thdr departure ; he was too roindftil of their sacred 
character as envoys; but I warrant me had they |iayed the 
same tricks with William the Testy, he would have had them 
tucked up by the waistband and treated to an aerial gambol on 
his patent gallows. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

now '*DBUM ecclesiastic'' was beaten TH&OUGHOUT CON- 
NECTICUT FOB A CBU8ADE AGAINST THS NBW-NSTHEK- 
LAND8, AND HOW PETER STUTYBSAVT TOOK XEASUBBB XO 

FOKTIFT BIS CAPITAL. 

The grand council of the East held a flolemn meeting on the 

return of their envoys. As no advocate appeared in behalf of 
Feter Stuyyesant every thing went against hinu His haughty 
refusal t% submit to the questioning of the commissioners was 
construed into a consciousness of guilt The contents of the 
satchels and i^uddle-baga were poured forth betbre the council 
and appeared a mountain of evidence. A pale bilious orator 
took the floor, and declaimed for hours and in belligerent terms. 
He was one of thoae furious /.ealots who blow tlie bellows of 
faction until tlie whole furnace ot politics is red-hot with sparks 
and cinders. What was it to him if he should set the house on 
fire, so that he might boil his pot by the blaze? He was from 
the borders of Connecticut ; his constituents lived by marauding 
their Dutch neighbors, and were the greatest poachers in Christen- 
dom, excepting the Scotch border nobles. His eloquence had 
its effect, and it was determined to set on foot an expedition 
against the JS^ieuw-Nederlands. 
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It was neoeasaxy, howerer, to prepare the pablle mind for this 
measore. Aceordinglj the arguments of the orator were echoed 

from tke puipit for several succeeding {Sundays, and a crusade 
was preached up against Peter Stuyresant and his devoted city. 

This is the first we hear of the <<drum eodesiastio** beating 
np for recruits in worldly warfare in our country. It has since 
been called into frequent use. A cunning politician often lurks 
under the dericai robe ; things spiritual and things temporal are 
strangely jumbled together^ like drugs on an apothecary's shelf ; 
and instead of a peaceful sermon, the simple seeker after right- 
eousness has often a political pamphlet thrust down his throat, 
labeled with a pious text from Scripture. 

And now nothing was talked of but an expedition against the 
Manhattoes. It pleased the populace, who had a vehement pre- 
judice against the Dutch, considering tlieiu a vastly inferior * 
race, who had sought the new world for the lucre of gain, not the 
liberty of consdenoe; who were mere heretics and infidels, inas- 
much as they refused to believe in witches <and sea-serpents, and 
had faith in the yirtues of horse-shoes nailed to the door; ate 
poik without molasses ; held pumpkins in contempt, and were in 
perpetual breach of the eleventh commandment of all true Yan- 
kees, " Thou shalt have codfish dinners on Saturdays." 

No sooner did Peter StuyTCsant get wind of the storm that 
was brewing in the east than he set to work to prepare for it 
He was not one of those economical rulers, who postpone the 
expense of fortifying until the enemy is at the door. There is 
nothing, he would say, that keeps off enemies and crows more 
than the smell of gunpowder. He proceeded, therefore^ with all 
exigence, to put the province and its metropolis in a posture of 
defence. 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OV NEW-YORK. 



Among the remnants wliich remained from the days of Wil- 
liam the Tester, were the militia laws ; by which the inhahitants 

were obliged to turn out twice a yeui, with such military equip- 
ments as it pleased God i and were put under the command of 
tailors and man-miUineis, whO| though <m ordinary oocasions they 
might have been the meekest, most pippin-hearted little men in 
the world, were very devils at parades, wlien they had cocked 
hats on their heads and swords by their sides. Under the in- 
stmctions of these periodical warriors, the peaceful bnrghers of 
the Manbattoes were schooled in iron war, and became so hardy 
in the process of time, that they could march through sun and 
rain, from one end of the tovm to the other^ without flinching ; 
and so intrepid and adroit, that they could &ee to the right, wheel 
to the left, and fire without winking or blinking. 

Peter Stuy vesant, like all old soldiers who have seen service 
and smelt gonpowder, had no great respect for militia troops ; 
however, he determined to give fhem a trial, and accordingly 
^ called for a general muster, inspection, and review. But, oh 
Mars and Beilona ! what a turning out was here ! Here came 
old Boelant Cnckabort, wiih a short blunderbuss on, his shoulder^ 
and a long horseman^s sword trailing by his side ; and Barent 
Dirkson, with something that looked like a copper kettle turned 
upside down on his head, and a couple of old horse-pistols in his 
belt; and Dirk Yolkertson, with a long duck fowling-piece with« 
out any ramrod ; and a host more, armed higgledy-piggledy-^ 
with swords, Jiat(;hets, snickersnees, crowbars, broomsticks, and 
what not; the omceis distinguished from the rest by having their 
slouched hats cocked up widi pins, and surmounted with cock- 
tail feathers. 

The sturdy Peter eyed this non-descript host with some such 
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rueful aspect as a man would eye the devil, and determined to 
give his featkerbed soldiers a seasoning. He aoocNPdiDgly put 
them through their mamial exercise over and over again ; trudged 
them backwards and forwards about the streets of New- Amster- 
dam until their short legs ached and their fat sides sweated again, 
and finally encamped them in the evening on the summit of a 
hill without the city, to give them a taste of camp life, intending 
the next day to renew the toils and perils of the field. But so 
it came to pass that in the night there fell a great and heavy 
rain^ and melted away the army, so that in the morning when 
Gaiflfer Phoebus shed his first beams upon the camp scarce a waa^ 
rior remained excepting Peter Stuyvesant and his trumpeter Van 
Corlear. 

This awful desolation of a whole army would have vgipeXM. 

a coiimiander of less nerve ; bul it served to confirm Peter's 
want of confidence in the militia system, which he thenceforward 
used to call, in joke— for he sometimes indulged in a jcke— Wil- 
liam the Testy's broken reed. He now took into his servica 
a goodly number of burly, broad-shouldered, broad-bottomed 
Dutchmen ; whom he paid in good silver and gold, and of whom 
he boasted that whether they could stand fire or not, they were 
at least water-proof. 

He fortified the city, too, with pickets and pallisadoes, extend- 
ing across the island from river to river ; and above ally cast up 
mud batteries or redoubts on the point of the island, where it 
divided the beautiful bosom of the bay. 

These latter redoubts, in process of time> came to be pleasantly 
overrun by a carpet of grass and dover, and overshadowed by 
wide-spreading elms and sycamores; iuiiong the branches of 
which the birds would build their nests and rejoice the ear with 
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flbair auMloiiB noles. Undor tbese trees, too» the old bnighers 

would smoke their afternoon pipe ; oontemplatiiig the golden sun 
as he Bank in the west, an cniblem of the tranquil end toward 
which tfaejr were decUnSiig. Here, too^ would the yoangmen and 
maidens of the town take their erening stroll, watching the silver 
moonbeams as they trembled along the calm bosom of the bay, or 
lit up the sail of some gliding bark; and peradventure inter- 
changing the soft vows of honest affectioa ; fiyr to evening strolls 
In this favored spot were traced most of the marriages in New^ 
Amsterdam. 

Such was the origin of that renowned promenade, The Bat- 
TBBT, whidi though ostensiblj devoted to the stem purposes of 
war, has ever been consecrated to the sweet delights of peace. 
The scene of many a gambol in happy childhood — of many a 
tender assignation in riper years^-^f many a soothing walk in 
dedklng ag&-^e healdiftil resort of the feeble invalid---4h6 
Sunday refreshment of the dusty tradesman — in fine, the orna- 
ment and delight of New- York, and the pride of the lovely island 
of Manna-hata» 
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CHAPTEB TUL 

HOW THS XAHKKB CSU8APB AOAIRST THS HSW-ITBTBSBLAimS 
WAS BAFFLED BT THE BT7DDEN OUTBBBAK OF WISOHOSAFT 

AMONG TH£ PEOPLE OF XH£ EAST. 

Having tluis provided for the temporary security of New- 
Amsterdam, and guarded it against any sudden surprise, the gallant 
Feter took a hearty pinch of snuff, and snapping his fingers, sei 
the great council of Amphietyons and their champion, the re- 
doubtable Alicxsander Partridg, at detiance. In the meantime the 
moss-troopers of Connecticut; the warrioTB of New-HaTen and 
Hartford, and Pjquag, otherwise called Weathersfield, fiunons to 
1^9 onions and its witches — and of all the other border towns were 
in a prodigious turmoil; furbishing up their rusty weapons; 
shouting aloud for war, and antictpattng easj conquests, and 
glorious rummaging of the fat little Dutch villages. 

In the midst of these warlike preparations, however, thej 
received the chilling news that the colonj of Massachusetts refused 
to back them in this righteous war. It seems that the gallant 
conduct of Peter Stuyvesant, the generous warmth of his vindi- 
cation and the chivalrous spirit of his defiance, though lost upon 
the grand couneil of the league, had carried conviction to the 
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general ooort of MassachnsettB, which nobly reAifled to befienrt 

him guilty of the villanous plot laid at his door.* 

The defection of 00 hnportaDi a colony panlyced the coimoilB 
of tiie leagaoy some meh dusension arose among its members as 

prevailed ui* yore in the camp of the brawlinpr \viirriors of Greece, 
and in the end the crusade against the Mauhattoes was aban- 
doned. 

It is said that the moss^troopen of Connectieat were sorely 

disappointed ; but well for them that their belligerent cravings 
were not gratified : for by my fSuth, whatever might have been 
the ultimate result of a conflict with all llie powers of the east» in 
the interim the stomachful heroes of P} qua^ would have been 
choked with their own onions, and all the border towns of Con- 
neoticnt woold haye had such a scouring from the lion-hearted 
Peter and his lohnstioiis myrmidons, thsl I warrant me they 
would not have had the stomach to squat on the land or invade 
the henroost of a Nederlander for a century to come. 

Bat it was not merely the refhstd of Massachusetts to join in 
their unholy crusade that confounded the councils of the league ; 
for about this time broke out in the New England provinces the 
awful plague of witchcraft, which spread like pestilence through 
the land. Such a howling abomination could not be suffered to 
remain long unnoticed; it »oun excited the fiery indignation of 
tiiose guardians of the commonwealth, who whilom had evinced 
such active benevolence in the conyersion of Quakers and Anar 
baptists. The grand council of the league publicly set their faces 
against the crime, and bloody laws were enacted against all "sol- 
em conyeraing or compacting with the divil by the way of ooi\{n* 

* Hazard's State Papeis. 
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TBdon mr the like*'** Strict seareh too was made after witdie% 

who were easily detected by deviVs pinelies ; by being able to 
weep but three tears, and those out of the left eye ; and by hay- 
ing a most soBpkskms predilection for black cats and broom- 
stidcs ! What Is particalarty worthy of admlratiofi is, that this 
terrible art, wliii li has baffled the studies and researches of phi- 
keophers, astrologers, theuzgists, and other sages, was chiefly 
confined to the most ignorant, decrepit,, and ugly old women in 
the commonity, with scarce more brains than the broomsticks 
they rode upon. 

When once an alarm is sounded, the public, who dearly love 
to be in a panic, are always ready to keep it up. Raise but the 
cry of yellow fever, and immediately every headache, indigestion, 
and overiiowing of the bile is pronounced the terrible epidemic ; 
cry out mad dog, and every unlucky cur in ^be street is in jeop" 
ardy: so in the present instance, whoever was troubled with 
colic or lumbago was sure to be bewitched — and woe to any 
wdudcy old woman living in the neighborhood. 

It is incredible the number of offences that were detected, 
**for every one of which,** says the reverend Cotton Mather, in 
that excellent work, the History of New England, "we have 
such a sufficient evidence, tiiat no reasonable man in this whole 
country ever did question them ; isnd it mU he unmatanahle to 
do it in any otherJ*^ 

Indeed, that authentic and judicious historian, John Josselyn, 
Gent, furnishes us with unquestionable facts on this subject. 

There are none,'* observes he, ** that beg in this country, but 
there be witches too many — bottle-bellied witches and others, 

* New Plymoath reeord. 

t Matfaei'fl Hist. New Eng. B. 6. ch. 7. 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF NBW-YORIL 



that produce many strange appaiitions, if jou will believe report 
of a fl]iaUop at sea uuumed vith woiiienr--«iid of a ship and great 
Ted lione standing by the niain*niaflt ; the ship heing in a small 

cove to the eastward vanished of a sudden," etc. 

Tiie number of delinquents, however, and their ma^cal de- 
Yioes, were not more remaricable than their diabc^ical obstinaey* 
Though exhorted in the most solemn, persnariye, and affectionate 
manner, to confess themselves guilty, and be burnt for the good 
of religion, and the entertainment of the public; yet did they 
most pertinadoosly persist In asserting their innocence. Such 
incredible obstinacy was in itself deserving of immediate punish- 
ment, and was sufficient proof, if proof were necessary, that they 
were in league with the dchdl, who is perverseness itself. But 
their judges were just and meroHul, and were determined to pun- 

none that were not convicted on the best of testimony ; not 
that they needed any evidence to satisfy their own minds, for^ 
like true and experienced judges, their minds were perfectly 
made up, and they were thoroughly satisfied of the guilt of the 
prisoners before they proceeded to try them : but still something 
was necessary to convince the community at large-^to quiet those 
prying quidnuncs who should come after them — ^in shcnt, the 
world must be satitsfled. Oh the world— 4he world! — all the 
world knows the world of trouble the world is eternally occasion- 
ing 1 — ^The worthy judges, therefore, were driven to the necessity 
of sifting, detectmg, and making evident as noon-day, matters 
which were at the commencement all clearly understood and 
firmly decided upon in their own pericraniums — so that it may 
truly be said, that the witches were burnt to gratify the populace 
of the day — but were tried for the satisfaction of the whole 
world that should come after them I 
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Finding therefore, that neither exhortation, soimel reason, nor 
friendly entreaty had any avail on these hardened offenders, they 
lesorted to the more wgeot aignmenli of tmrtore ; and having 
thus absolutely wrung the troth from their stabiiorn lipe, tliey 
condemned them to undergo the roasting due unto the heinous 
crimes they had confessed* Some eyen carried their perverseness 
BO far a0 to expire under the torture, protesting their innocence 
to the last ; bat these were looked upon as thoroughly and abso- 
lutely possessed by the devil, and the pious bystanders only 
lamented that they had not lived a little longer, to have perished 
in the flames. 

In the city of Ephesus, we are told that the plague was 
expelled by stoning a ragged old beggar to death, whom Apollo- 
nius pointed out as being the evil spirit that caused it, and who 
actually showed himself to be a demon, by changing into a shag* 
ged dog. In like manner, and by measures equally sagacious, a 
salutary check was given to this growing evil. The witches were 
all burnt, banished, or panioetruck, and in a little while there 
was not an ugly old woman to be found throughout New Eng- 
land — which is doubtless one reason why all the young women 
there are so handsome. Those honest folk who had suffered &om 
their incantations gradually recovered, excepting such as had 
been afflicted with twitches and aches, which, however, assumed 
the less alarming aspects of rheumatisms, sciatics, and lumbagos — 
and the good people of New England, abandoning the study of 
the occult sciences, turned their attention to the more profitable 
hocus pocus of trade, and soon became expert in the legerdemain 
art of turning a penny. Still, however, a tinge of the old leaven 
is discernible, even unto this day, in their charaefcers — witches 

occasionally start up among them in diflerent duiguises, as 

13» 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF ITBW-TORK. 



pbspkkm, tMUkm, wad ditiaes. The people at Inge abow « 
keemieas, a deyensM, aad a pcoAmditj of wtsdom, Huii savm 

strongly of witi^hcraft — and it has been remarked, that whenever 
any stones fall iroiu tiie niooo, Uie greater part of them i& sure to 
tamblo into New Eaglnnd I 
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CHAPTEB rX. 

MTBIOH BECOBDS THB USB AND BBHOWH OF A MZLCrABT COM- 

XANDER, SHOWING THAT A MAN, LIKE A BLADDER, MAY 
BE PUFFED UP TO GREATNESS BY MERE WIND ; TOGETHER 
WITH THB 0ATA8TBOFHB OF A VETBBAN AND HIS QUBCT. 

When treadog of these tempestuous times the unknown writer of 
the Stayyesant maniiacripi breaks oat into an apoatrophe in. 
praise of the good St. Nidiolas, to whose protecting caie he 
ascribes the disssensions wliich broke out in the council of the 
league, and the direful witchcraft which Med all Yankee land 
as with Egyptian datkness. 

A portentous gloom, says he, hung lowering over the fair val- 
leys of the East : the pleasant banks of the Connecticut no longer 
echoed to the sounds of rustic ggjety ; grkly phantoms glided 
about each wild brook and silent gien ; fearfol apparitions were 
seen in the air ; strange voices were heard in solitary places, and 
the border towns were so occupied in detecting and punishing 
losel witchesy that, for a time, all talk of wtf was suspended, 
and New-Amsterdam and its inbabttants seemed to be totally 
forgotten. 

I must not conceal the iact that at one time there was some 
danger of this plagne of witchcraft extending into the New 
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Netherlands ; and certain witches mounted on broomsticks are 
said to have been seen whisking in the air over some of the 
Dutch Tillages near the borders $ but the worthy Nederlandera 
took the precaution to nail horseshoes to their doors, which it 
is well known are effectual barriei-s against all diabolical vermin 
of the kind. Maoj of those horseshoes maj be seen at thia 
yery day on ancient mansions and bams remaining from the days 
of the patriarchs ; nay, the cufitom is still kept up among some 
of our legithnate Dutch yeomanry, who mherit from their fore- 
ladiers a desire to keep witches and Yankees out of the coantry. 

And now the great Peter, having no immediate hostility to 
apprehend from the east, turned his face, with characteristic 
vigilance to his soathem frontiers. The attentive reader wilt 
recollect that certain freebooting Swedes had become Very 
troublesome in this <|uarter in the latter part of the reign of 
William the Testy, setting at naught the proclamations of that 
veritable potentate, and putting his admiral, the intrepid Jan 
JaiMen Alpendam, to a perfect nonplus. To check the incursions 
of these Swedes, Peter Stuyvesant now ordered a force to that 
frontier, giving the command of it to General Jacobus Yan Pot- 
feabiiigh, an officer who had risen to great importance during the 
reign of Wilhelmus Ejeft He had, if histories speak true, been 
second in command to the doughty Yan Curlet, when he and his 
warriors were inhnmanly kicked out of Fort Goed Hoop by the 
Yankees. In that memorable affair Van Poffenbnrgfa is said to 
have received more kicks in a certain honorable part, than any 
of his comrades, in consequence of which, on the resignation of 
Van Curlet, he had been promoted to his place, being considered 
a hero who had seen service, and suffered in his conntry's cause. 

It is tropically observed by honest old Socrates, that heaven 
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tofbsea into Bome men at their butk « portumof inteUeetual gold; 
imo others of iatelleetiial silTer ; while olihers are intdUectaaUy 

furnished with iron and brass. Of the last clas8 was Greneral 
Van Foffenbiir^, and it woald seem as if dwose Nature^ iriio will 
flometlmeB be portia], had giyen him hme enongjh iSor a doaten 
ordinary braziers. All this he had contrived to pass off upon • 
William the Testy for genuine gold, and the little governor would 
ffit for hours and listen to his gimpowder stories of ezploitSy which 
hit those of Tiranle the White, Bon Belianis of Greece, or St. 
George and the Dragon quite in the background. Having been 
promoted by William Kiefl to the command of his whole dispo- 
sable forces, he gave importance to his station by the grandilo- 
quence of his bulletins, always styling himself CJommander-in- 
ehief of the Armies of the New-lHetherlands ; though in sober 
truth, these annies were nothing more than a hand&il of hen- - 
stealing, bottle-braising ragamuffins. 

In person he was not very tall, but exceedingly round ; neither 
did his bulk proceed from his being fat, but windj ; being blown up 
by a prodigions conviction of his own importance, until he resem- 
bled one of those bags of wind given by Eolus, in an incredible 
fit of generosity, to that vagabond warrior, Ulysses. His windy 
endowments had long excited the admiration of Antony Van 
Coilear, who is said to have hinted more than once to William 
the Testy that in making Van Pofifenburgh a general he had 
spoiled an admirable trumpeter. 

As it is the practice in ancient story to give tiie reader a 
description of the arms and equipments of every noted warrior, I 
will bestow a word upon the dress of this redoubtable commander. 
It comported with his character, being so crossed and slashed, and 
embroidered with laoe and tksd, that he seemed to have as much 
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bxwA whihont, as nature had stored away within. He was swathed 

too, in a crimson sash, of the size and texture of a fishing-net ; 
doubtless to keep his swelling heart fiom bursting throu^ his 
ribs* His face glowed with famaoe heat from between a huge 
pair of well-powdered whiskers ; and his Talorons sonl seemed 
ready to bounce out of a pair of large, glassy, blinking eyes, pro- 
jeeting like those of a lobster* 

I swehr to thee, worthy reader, if lustory and tradition belie 
not this warrior, I would give all the money in my pocket to have 
seen him acooutred cap«aF>pie-— booted to the middle oaohed to 
the chinr— collared to the ears — ^whiskered to the teeth-— crowned 
with an overshadowing cocked hat, and girded with a leathern 
belt ten inches broad, from which trailed a falchion, of a length 
that I dare not mention. Thus equipped, he strutted about, as 
•bitter-looking a man of war as the fo-famed More, of More-hall, 
when lie sallied forth to slay the Dragon of Wantley. For what 
says the ballad? 

*' Had you but seen him in this drese. 

How fierce he looked and how big. 
Yon woold have thongbt him &r to be 

Some Egyptian poraapig. 
He inghted all— cats» dogi and all. 

Each eow» each hone, and each hog ; 
For fear they did flee, for ihuy took hirn to be 

Some strange outlandish hedge -hog."* 

« 

I must confess this general, with all his outward yalor and 
ventosity, was not exactly an officer to Peter Stuy vesant's taste, 

but he stood foremost in the army list of William the Testy, and 

* Ballad of Dragon of Wantley. 
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is probable the good Peter, who waa conscidBtioiis in his de^l* 
iiigs with all men, and had his military notioina of precedenoey 
thought it but fair to give him a chance of proTing his right to 

his dignities. 

To this copper captain, therefoECy was confided the command 
of the troops destined to protect the southern frontier ; and scarce 

liad lie departed for his station than bulletins began to arrive from 
liim, describing his undaonted march through savage deserts^ over 
insurmountable mountains, across impassable rivers, and through 
impenetrable forests, conquering vast tracts of uninhabited coun- 
try, and encountering more perils than did Xenophon in his far- 
famed retreat with his ten thousand Grecians. 

Peter Stay veaant read all these grandUoquent dispatches with 
a dubious screwing of the mouth and shaking of the head ; but 
Antony Van Corlear repeated these contents in the streets and 
market-places with an appropriate flourish upon his trmnpet, and 
the windy victories of the general resounded through the streets 
of New-Amstei*dam. 

On arriving at the southern frontier, Van Poifenhurgh pro- 
ceeded to erect a fortress, or strong-hold, on the South or Dela- 
ware river. At first he betliouglit him to call it Fort Stuy vesant, 
in honor of the governor, a lowly kind of homage prevalent in 
our country among speculators, military commanders, and office- 
seekers of all kinds, by which our maps come to be studded with 
the names of political patrons and temporary great men; in the 
present instance, Van Poffenburgh carried his homage to the 
most lowly degree, giving Ids fortress the name of Fort Casimir, 
in honor, it is eaid, of a favorite pair of brimstone trunk breeches 
of his excellency. 

As this fort will be found to give rise to important events, it 
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may be w oith while to notice that it was afterwards called Nieuw* 
jbnstely and was the gena of the present flouriahing town of 
New-Castle, or, more properly speaking, No Gtetle, there bdng 
nothing of the kind on the premises. 

His fortress bemg finished, it would have done any man's 
heart good to behold the sweUing dignity wilit which the general 
would stride in and out a dozen times a day, surveying it in front 
and in rear , on this side and on that ; how he would strut back- 
wards and forwards, in full regimentals, on the top of the ram- 
parts ; like a vainglorioiiB eock-pigeon, sweUing and vaporing on 
the top of a dove>cote. 

There is a lund of valoroos spleen which, like wind, is apt to 
grow unruly in the stomachs of newly-made soldiers, compelling 
them to box-lobby brawls and broken-headed quarrels, unless 
there can be found souie more harmless way to give it vent. It 
is recorded in the delectable romance of Pierce Forest, that a 
young knight, being dubbed by King Alexander, did incontinently 
gallop into «in fidiacent forest and belabor the trees with such 
might and main, that he not merely eased off the sudden effer- 
vesoenoe of his valor, but convinced the whole court that he 
was the most potent and courageous cavalier on the face of the 
earth. In like manner the commander ot Fort Casimir, when he 
found his martial spirit waxing too hot within him, would sally 
forth into the fields and lay about him most lustily with his sabre ; 
decapitating cabbages by platoons ; hewing down lofty sunflowers, 
which he termed gigantic Swedes, and if, perchance, he espied a 
colony of big-bellied pumpkins quietly basking in the sun, **ah! 
caitiff Yankees T would he roar, have I caught ye at last 
So saying, with one sweep of his swonl, lie would cleave the un- 
happy vegetables from their chins to their waistbands ; by which 
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warlike havoc, his choler heing in some sort allayed, he would 
return into the fortress with the full oonviction that he was a very 
mirade of militaxy prowess. 

He was a disciplinarian, too, of the first order. Woe to any 
unlucky soldier who did not hold up his head and turn out his 
toes when on parade ; or, who did not salute the general in proper 
style as he passed. Having one day, in his Bible researches, en- 
eountered the history of Absalom and his' melancholy end, the 
general bethought him that, in a country abounding with forests, 
his soldiers were in constant risk of a like catastrophe ; he there- 
fore, in an evil hour, issued orders for cropping the hair of both 
officers and men throughout the garrison. 

Now so it happened, that among his officers was a sturdy vet- 
eran named Keldermeester ; who had cherished, through a long 
life, a mop of hair not a little resembling the shag of a New- 
foundland dog, terminatiug in a (^ueue like tiie handle of a fry- 
ing-pan, and queued so tightly to his head that his eyes and mouth 
generally stood i^ar, and his eyebrows were drawn up to the top 
of his forehead. It may naturally be supposed that the possessor 
of so goodly an appendage would resist with abhorrence an order 
condemning it to the shears. On hearing the general orders, he 
discharged a tempest of reteran, soldier-like oaths, and dunder 
and bhxums — swore he would break any man's head wlio at- 
tempted to meddle with his tail — queued it stiffer than ever, and 
whidied it about the garrison as fiercely as the tail of a crocodile. 

The eelskin queue of old Keldermeester became Instantly an 
affair of the utmost importance. The commander-in-chief was 
too enlightened an officer not to perceive that the discipline of the 
garrison, the subordination and good order of the armies of the 
Nieuw-Nederlandfl, the consequent safety ot the whole province, 
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and ultimately the dignity and prosperity of llieir High Iffighti* 

nesses tlie Lords States General, imperiously demanded the doek- 
ing of that stubborn queue. He decreed, therelbrc, that old 
Keldermeester shooid be pablidy shorn of his glories in presence 
of the whole garrison — the old man as resolutely stood on the 
defensive — whereupon iie was arrested and tried by a court-mar- 
tial for mutiny, desertion, and all the other list of offences noticed 
in the articles of war, ending with a ^ videlicet, in wearing an 
eelskin quene, three feet long, contrary to orders." Then came 
on arraignmeiit:5, and trials, and pleadings ; and the whole garri- 
son wBfl in a ferment about this unfortunate queue* As it is well 
known that the commander of a frontier post has the power of 
acting pretty much after his own will, there is little doubt but that 
the veteran would have been hanged or shot at least, had he not 
luckily fallen ill of a fever, through mere chagrin and mortifica- 
tion — and deserted from all earthly command, with his beloved 
locks unviolated. His obstinacy remained unshaken to the very 
last moment, when he directed that he should be carried to hia 
grave with his eelskin queue sticking out of a hole in his coffin. 

This niugiianimous affair obtained the general ^eat credit a6 
a disciplinarian ; but it is hinted that he was ever atterwards sub- 
ject to bad dreams and fearful visitations in the night ; when the 
grizzly spectrum of old Keldermeester would stand sentinel by his 
bedside, erect as a pump, his enormous quaue strutting out like 
the handle. 
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CONTAmiNQ THE SECOND PART OF THE REIGN OF PETER 
THE HEADSTRONG, AND HIS GALLANT ACHIEVEMENTS 
ON THE DELAWARE. 

OHAFTEB L 

IN WHICH IS EXHIBITED A WARLIKE PORTRAIT OF THE GREAT 
PETEB^— OF XH£ WDIDT CONTEST OF GENERAL YAN POF- 
VENBDBQH AND GBNEBAIi FBINTZ| AND OF THE KOSQUITO 
WAR ON THE DELAWARE. 

Hitherto, most veiierable aod oonrteons reader, liaye I shown 

thee the iwlminist ration of the valorous Stuyvesant, under the 
miid moonshine of peace, or rather the giim tranquiUitjof awful 
expectation ; but now the wardrum rambles from afar, the brazen 
trumpet brays its tbrOlmg note, and the rude clash of hostile 
arms speaks fearful prophecies of coming troubles. ' The gal- 
lant warrior starts front soft repose ; fh»m golden visions, and ^' ' 
voluptuous ease; where in the dulcet, ^piping time of peace," 
he sought sweet sohice after all his toils. No more in beauty's ' . 
siren lap recliued, he weaves Ikir garlands for his lady's brows; 
no more entwines with flowers his shining sword, nor through 

* ♦ 
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' the livelong lazy summer's day chants forth, his love-sick soul 
m nuidrigiilfl. To manhood ronsed, he spntiia the amorous 
flute ; doffi» from his brawny back the robe of peaoe, and clothes 

his panipered limbs in panoply of steeL O'er his dark brow, 
where late the myrtle waved, where wanton roaes breathed ener- 
vate love, he reara the beaming caaqne and nodding ptame; 
grasps the bright shield, and shakes the ponderous lance ; or 
mounts with eager pride his fiery steed, and bums for deeds of 
glorious chivalry P 

But soft) worthy reader I I would not have you Imagine that 
any preux chevalier, thus hideously begirt with iron, existed in 
the city of New- Amsterdam. This is but a lofty and gigantic 
mode, in which we heroic writers always talk of war, (hereby to 
give it a noble and imposing aspect ; equipping our warriors wiUi 
bucklers, helms, and lances, and such like outlandish and obsolete 
weapons, the like of which perchance they had never seen or 
heard of ; in tiie same manner that a cunning statuary arrays a 
modern general or an admiral in the accoutrements of a Caesar 
or an Alexander. The simple truth then of all this oratorical 
flourish is this— that the valiant Peter Stuyyesant all of a sudden 
found it necessary to scour his rusty blade, which too long had 
rusted in its scabbard, and prepare himself to undei^ those har- 
dy toils of war, in which his mighty soul so much delighted. 

Hethinks I at this moment behold him in my imagination— 
or radier, I behold his goodly portrait, which still hangs up in 
the family mansion of the Stuyvesants — arrayed in all the terrors 
of a true Dutch general His regimental coat of German blue, 
gofgeously decorated with a goodly show of large brass buttons^ 
reaching from his waistband to his ehin : the voluminous skirts 
turned up at the comers and separating gallantly behind, so as 
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lo display the seat of a sumptaous pair of bn]ii8t4Nie-ooVMred 
trunk-breeches — a graceful style still prevalent among the wamow 
of oar day^ and whiek ig in conformitj to the custoin of ancient 
heroes, who soonied to defend themeelTei in rear* His &oe 
rendered exceeding terrible and warlike by a pair of black mua* 
tachios ; his hair strutting out on each side in stiffly pomatumed 
ear-locksy and desceDding in a rat-tail queue below his waist; a 
shining stodc of black leather sapporting his chin, and a litde 
but lieree cocked iuit, stuck with a gallant and fiery air over 
his left eye. Such was the cbivalric port ot Peter the Head- 
§ltiOBg ; and whe^ he nuide a sudden halt, planted himself finnly 
on his solid supporter, with his wooden leg inlaid wiUi silver a 
little in advance, in order to strengthen his position, his right 
hand grasping a gold-headed cane, his left resting upon the pum« 
mel of his sword, his head dressing spiritedly to the rif^t, with a 
mosit appalling and hard-favored fro^vn ujwn his brow — he pre- 
sented altogether one of the most commanding, bitter-looking and 
soldier-Uke figures Ihat ever strutted upon canyas. — Proceed we 
now to inquire the cause of this warlike prepara^n. 

In the preceding chapter we have spoken of the founding of 
Fort Casimir, and of the mercilese warfare waged by its ocnn- 
mander upon cabbages, sunflowers and pumpkins, for want of 
better occasion to flesh his sword. Now it came to pass that 
higher up the Delaware, at his strong-hold of Tinnekonk, resided 
one Jan Printa, who styled himself Goyemor of New-Sweden. 
If history belie not this redoubtable Swede, he was a rival worthy 
of the windy and inflated commander of Fort Casimir, for mas- 
ter David Pieterzen de Vrie, in his excellent book of yoyages^ 
describes him as weighing upwards of four hundred pounds,** 
a huge feeder and bowser in proportion, taking three potations 
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poUle-deep at every meal. He had a garrison after his own 
heart at Tinnekonk, guzzling, dee|Hlrinking awashbucklen, who 
made the wild woods ring with their eaiomals. 

No sooner did this robtiBtiotis oonunander hear of theefecHan 
of Fort Casimir, than he sent a message to Van Pofieu burgh, 
warning him off the land, as being within the bouids of his juns* 
diction. 

To this General \ an l*otlenburgh replied that the land be- 
longed to their High Mightinesses, having been reguiai-iy pur- 
ehased of the natiyes, as disooyezem from the Mapbattoes, as 
witness the bieeohes of their land measarer, Ten Broedc. 

To this the governor rejoined that the land had previously 
been sold bj the Indians to the Swedes, and consequently was 
* under the pettiooat goyernment of her Swedish majesfy^, Christina ; 
and woe be to any mortal that wore a breeches who should dare 
to med(ll( even with the hem of her sacred gai'meiit. 

I forbear to cUlate upon the war of words which was kept up 
ibr some time by these windy commanders ; Van Pofienburgh, 
however, liad served under William the Testy, and was a veteran 
in this kind of warfare. Grovemor Friutz, finding he was not to 
be dislodged by these long shots, now determined upon coming to 
closer quarters. Accordingly he descended the riyer in great 
force and fume, and erected a rival Ibrtress just one Swedish 
mile below Fort Casimir, to which he gave the name of Helsen- 
burg. 

And now commenced a tremendous rivalry between these two 
doughty commanders; striving to outstrut and outswell each 
other Hke a couple of belligerent turkeycocks. There was a con- 
test who should run up the tallest flag-staff and display the broad- 
est flag ; all day long there was a furious rolling of drums and 
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twmfpaig of 'tmiiipetB hi eitker ^ratreiB, and, whioiimr bad Ae 

wind in its favor, would keep ii]> ;i continual firing of cannon, to 
taunt its antagonist with the smell of gunpowder. 

On all these points of windy warfare the antagonists were 
wdl matched ; bat so it happened that the Swedish fortress being 
lower down the river, all the Dutch vessels bound to Fort Casimir 
with supplies, had to pass it Goveroor Printz at once took 
adrantage of this circiunstaQoe, and compelled them to kprer 
their flags as thej passed nnder tiie gnns of his balterj. 

This was a deadly wound to the Dutch pride of General Van 
Poffenburgh, and sorely would he swell when from the ramparts 
of Fort Oasimir he beheld the flag of thdr High MightineaBes 
struck to the rival fortress. To heighten his vexation, Gov- 
ernor Fnntz, who, as has been shown, was a huge trencherman, 
took the liberty of having the first riunmagiB of every Dutch mer- 
chant«hip, and securing to himself and his gaszling garrison all 
the little round Dutch cheeses, all the Dutch herrings, the gin- 
gerbread, the sweetmeats, the curious stone jugs of gin, and all 
the other Dutch luxuries, on their way for the solaoe of Fort Casi- 
mir. It is possible he may have paid to the Dutch uppers the 
ftdl value of their conimodities, but what consolation was this to 
Jacobus Van Foflenburgh and bis garrison, who thus found their 
flnrorite supplies cut ofl^, and diverted into the larders of the hos- 
tile camp ? For some time this war of the cupboard was carried 
on to the great festivity and jollification of the Swedes, while the 
warriors of Fort Casimir found their hearts, or rather their sto- 
machs, daily fiuling them. At length the summer heats and sum- 
mer showers set in, and now, lo and behold, a ^reat miracle was 
wrought for the relief of the Nederlands, not a little resembling one 
of the plagues of £gypt; for it came to pass that a great doud 
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of imiiqiietoet ame out of the manhy b(»dera of the met and 
aetlilad npoo the foi ' UoM of Hekenbiirgv being, doubdeaa, attracted 

by the scent ot the fresh blood of these Swedish gormandi/ers. 
Nay, it is said that the body of Jan Printz alone, which was as 
bur and as foil of blood as that of m pnxe ox, was sufficient to 
attTMst the mnsqnetoes frwxt every part of the oovintiy. For some 
time the garrison endeavored to hold out, but it was all in vfun ; 
the«n&a8qaetoe8 penetmted into eveiy chink and creyiee, and gave 
them no rest day nor night ; and as to Governor Jan Prints, he 
moved about as in a cloud, with imisqueto music in his ears, and 
mufiqueto stings to the very end of his nose. Finally the garri- 
rison was iairij driyen ont of the ibrtress, and obhged to retreat 
to TtfinAmilr } mj, it is ssid that the mnsqiietoes fcSkuweA Jan 
Printz even thither, and absolutely drove him out of the country ; 
eertain it is, he embarked for Sweden shortly afterwards, and Jan 
Qandias Risfaigh was sent to govern New*Sweden in his stead. 

Such was the famous musqueto war on the Delaware, of which 
General Van Foffenburgh would fain have been the hero ; but 
{be devout people of the Nienw-Kederlands always ascribed the 
discomiHare of the Swedes to the miraculous intervention of St. 
Nicholas. As to the fortress of Helsenburg, it fell to ruin, bnt 
the story of its strange destmction was perpetuated by the Swe- 
dish name of Myggen-bofig^ that is to say, Mnsqueto Castle.* 

• Aeceliu^ History N. Sweden. For tome noliee of this mirecoloiii dii- 
oomfitnre ef the Swedes, eee N. Y. Wt/L Col.» new series, voL 1, p. 413. 
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OF JAV BISINaB, HIS OIAHTLT PEBSOV ASD CEHATTT BKXDSS 
AND OF THE CATA8TB0PHB AT FORT CASUIB. 

Jan Cl AUDI178 BisnraH, who suooeeded to the oommand of New- 
SwedeO) looms largely in andent records as a gigantic Swede, who, 

had he not been rather knock-kueed and splaj-iboted^ might have 
served for the model <^ a Samson or a Hercules. He was no 
less rapaidous than mightj, and, wtthal, as ciaAy as he was rapa- 
cions, so that there is very little douht that, had he lived some 
four or Hve centuries ^iuce, he would have figured as one of those 
wicked giants^ who took a cruel pleasure in pocketing heaotilai 
princesses and distmsed damsels, when gadding about the world, 
and locking ihera up in enclninttid castles, without a toilet, a 
change of linen, or any other convenience. — In consequence of 
which enormities they fell under the high displeasure of ehivalij) 
and all true, loyal, and gallant knights were instrocted to attack 
and slay outright any miscreant they might happen lo iind above 
six leet high ; which is doubtless one reason why the race of 
lai^ men is nearly extinct, and the generations of latter ages are 
BO exceedingly smalL 

Governor Risingh, notvrithstanding his giantly condition, was, 
as I haye huited, a man of craft He w^s not a man to ruffle 

14 
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the vanity of General Van f offenburgfa, or to rub his self-conceit 
against the grain. On the contrary, as he sailed up the Dela- 
ware, he paused before Fort Casimir, displayed his flag, and fired 
a royal salute before dropping anchor. The salute would doubt- 
tess have been returned, had not the guns been dismounted $ as it 
was, a veteran sentinel, who had been napping at his post, and 
had suffered his match to go out, returned the compliment by dis- 
charging his musket with the spark of a pipe borrowed from a 
comrade* Governor Bisingh accepted this as a courteous reply, 
and treated the fortress to a second sahite ; well knowing its com- 
mander was apt to be marvelously delighted with these Uttle 
ceremonials, considering them so many acts of homage paid to his 
greatness. He Uien prepared to kmd with a military retinue of 
thirty men, a prodigious pageant in the wilderness. 

And now took place a tecrible rummage and racket in Fort 
Casimir, to receive such a visitor in proper sfyle^ and to make 
an imposing appearance. The main guard was turned out as 
soon as possible, equipped to the best advantage in the few suits 
of regimentals, which bad to do duty by turns with the whole 
glBoenaatL One tall, lank fellow appeared .in a little man's coat| 
with the buttons between his shoulders ; the skirts scarce eover- 
iug hi^ bottom » his hands hanging like spades out of the sleeves; 
and the .coat linked in front by worsted loops made out of a pair 
of red garters. Another had a cocked hat stuck on the-back of 
his head, and decorated with a bunch of cOck's-tails ; a third had 
a pair of rusty gaiters hanging about his heels — while a fourth, a 
little duck-legged fellow, was equipped in a pair of the general's 
cast-off breeches, which he held up with one hand while he 
grasped his firelock with the other. The rest were accoutred in 
similar style, excepting three ragamuffins without shirts, and with 
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but a pair and a half of breeches between them, wherefore they 
were sent to the black hole, to keep them out of sighl^ that they 
might not disgraoe Hie fortress. 

His men beuig thus gallantly arrayed — those wlio lacked 
muskets shooldering spades and pickaxes, and every man being 
ordered to tuek in his shirt-tail and pull up his brogues — General 
Van Poffenburgh first took a sturdy draught of foaming ale^ 
which, hke the magnanimous More of More-hall,* was Ids inva- 
riable practice on all great occasions; this done, he put him* 
self at their head, and issued forth from his castle, like a mighty 
giant, just refreshed with wine. But when the two heroes met, 
then began a scene of warlike parade that beggars ail description. 
The shrewd Risingh, who had grown gray much before his tune^ 
in consequence of bis craftiness, saw at one glance the ruling pas- 
sion of the great Van Poffenburgh, and humored him in all his 
valorous fantasies* 

Their detachments were accordin^y drawn up in front of 
each other ; they carried arms and they presented arms ; they 
gave the standing salute and the passing salute ; they rolled their 
drums, they flourished their fifes, and they waved their colors ; 
Uiey faced to the left, and they faced to the right, and they faced 
to the right about ; they wheeled forward, and they wheeled 
backward, and they wheeled into echellm; they marched and 
ihey countermarched, by grand divisions, by single divisions, and 
by subdivisions j by platoons, by sections, and by files ; in quick 

♦ M as goon M he ro0e. 

To make him strong and niijSjhty, 
He drank by the talc, six pots ot aie. 
And a quart of aqua vit»." 

JDng9m of WmUliqf, 
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timey in slow time, and in no tiiiic aL all ; i'or, having gODe 
through all tbe evolutioas of two great anmes, including the 
eighteen maaoeuTres of Dondas ; having ezhanaied all that they 
could recollect or imagine of military tactics, including .sundrj 
Btraoge and ii-rtgular evolutions, tbe like of which were never 
teen heibre nor since, excepting among certain of our newlj- 
raised militia, the two commanders and their respectiye troops 
came at length to a d^4id halt, completely exhausted by the toilg 
of war. Never did two valiant train-band captains, or two bus- 
kined theatric heroes, in the renowned tragedies of Pizarro» Tom 
Thumb, or any other heroical and fighting tragedy, marshal their 
gallows-looking, duck-legged, beavy-beeled myrmidons with more 
glory and self-admiration. 

These military compliments being finished, General Van 
Poffenburgh escorted his illustrious visitor, with great ceremony, 
into the fort ; attended him throughout the fortifications ; showed 
him the hom-woffcs, crown*works, hal^moons, and Tarious other 
outworks, or rather the places were they ought to be erected, and 
where they miixlit be erected if he pleased; plainly demonstrating 
that it was a place of great capability," and though at present 
but a little redoubt, yet that it was evidently a formidable f^r> 
tress, in embryo. This survey over, lie next had the whole gar- 
rison put under arms, exercised, and reviewed ; and concluded by 
ordering the three bridewell birds to be hauled out of the black 
hole, brought up to the halberds, and soundly flogged, for the 
amusement of his visitor, and to convince him that he was a 
great disciplinarian. 

The cunning Risingh, while he pretended to be struck dumb 
outright with the puissance of the great Van Poffenburgh, took 
silent note of the incompetency of his garrison, of which he gave 
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a wmk to his trorty fbllowen, who tipped each other the wink, 

and laughed most obstreperously — in their sleeves. 

The inspection, reyiew, and floggiiig bemg concluded, the 
party a^jounied to the table ; for among his other great qnalitiesy 
the general was remarkably addicted to huge earoasaifi, and in 
one afternoon's campaign would leave more dead men on the 
field than he ever did in the whole iwnrae of his military career. 
Many bulletins of these bloodless yictories do still remain on 
record ; and the whole province was once thrown in amaze by 
the return of one of his campaigns ; wherein it was stated, that 
though, like Captain Bobadil, he had only twenty men to back 
him, yet in the short space of six months he had conquered and 
utterly annihilated sixty oxen, ninety Logs, one hundred sheep, 
ten thousand cabbages, one thousand bushels of potatoes, one 
hundred and fifly kilderkins of small beer, two thousand seven 
hundred and thirty-five pipes, seventy-eight pounds of sugar- 
plums, and forty bars of iron, besides sundry small meats, game, 
poultry, and garden-stuff : — an achievement unparalleled since 
the days of Pantagmel and his all-deyonring army, and which 
showed that it was only necessary to let Van Poffenburgh and 
his garrison loose in an enemy's country, and in a little while 
ifaey would breed a famine, and starve all the inhabitants. 

No sooner, therefore, had the genera! received intimation of 
the visit of Grovernor Bisingh, than he ordered a great dinner to 
be prepared ; and privately sent out a detadunent of his most 
experienced veterans, to rob all the hen-roosts in the neighbor- 
hood, and lay the pigsties under contribution ; — a service which 
they discharged with such zeal and promptitude^ that the gatrison 
table groaned under the weight of their spoils. 

I wish, with all my heart, my readers could see the valimit 
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Van PoffentMugb, m he praided at the head of the ban^t; it 
was a sight worth beholding ihere he sat, in his greatest gloryv 

flurrounded by lils soldiers, like iliat laraous wine-bibber, Alex- 
ander, whose thirstj virtues he did most ably imitate — tclliog 
astounding stories o£ his hair-breadth adventures and heroic 
exploits; at which, though all his auditors knew them to be 
ipcoatinent lies and outrageous gascouadoes, yet did they cast up 
their eyes in admiration, and utter many inteijections of aston* 
ishment Nor eoold the general pronounce any ^dng that bore 

the remotest resemblaiiee to a joke, but the stout Ri.suigh would 
Strike his brawny fist upon the table till every glass rattled again, 
throw himself back in the chair, utter gigantic peals of laughter, 
and swear most horribly it was the best joke he eyer heard in his 
life. — Thus all was rout aud revelry and liiiieous carousal within 
Fort Casimir, and so lustily did Van Poffenbuigh ply the bottle, 
that in less than four short hours he made himself and his whob 
garrison, who all sedalously emulated the deeds of their chieftain, 
dead drunk, with singing songs, qua^g bumpers, and drinking 
patriotic toasts, none of which but was as long as a Welsh pedi- 
gree or a plea in chancery. 

Ko iiooner did things couie to this pass, than liiijingli and his 
Swedes, who had cunningly kept themselves sober, rose on their 
entertainers, tied them neck and heels, and took formal possession 
of the fbrt, and all its dependencies, in the name of Queen Chris- 
tina of Sweden ; administering at the same time an oath of alle- 
f^sokee to all the Dutch soldiers who could be made sober enough 
to swallow it. Risingh then put the fortifications in order, ap- 
pointed his discreet and vigilant friend Suen SchOte, otherwise 
called Skytte, a tall, wind-dried, water-drinking Swede, to the 
oommand, and departed, bearing with him this truly amiable 
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garriMn and its pnimftnt oommflnder ; who, when bitnigbt to 

himself by a flouncl drubbing, bore no Little resemblance to a 
^debodbed fish/' or bloated sea-monster, caught upon dry land* 

The transportation of the garrison was done to preyent the 
transmissSoti of Intelligence to New-Amsterdam ; for mueh as the 
cunning Kisingh exulted in his stratagem, yet did he dread the 
vengeance of the sturdy Peter Stuyveeant; whose name spread 
as much terror in the neighborhood as did whilom that of the 
unconquerable Scanderbeg among his scurvy enemies the Turks. 
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CHAP 1 Eli III. 

SHOWmO HOW PROFOUND SECRETS ARB 0*TEW BROUGHT TO 
light; with the PROOfiEDINQS OF P£T£R THE H£AI>- 
WHEN HE HEARD OF THE HISFOBTUNEB OV OBN* 
BBAX. YAK POrrBNBXJSGB. 

Whoetbb first described commoii fame, or rumor, as beloogizig 
to the sager ser, was a Tery owl for shrewdness. She has in 

truth certain feminine qualities to an astonibiiiiig degree ; particu- 
larly that benevolent anxiety to take care of the afiairs of others, 
which keeps her contiimaUj huntiiig after eecrets, and gadding 
about proclaiming them. Whatever is done openly and in the 
face of the world, she takes but transient notice of ; but whenever 
a transaction is done in a comer, and attempted to be shrouded 
in mystery, then her goddcBS-sfaip is at her wits' end to find it 
out, and takes a most mischioTOUs and lady-like pleasure in pub- 
lishing it to the world. 

It is this truly feminine pnypensily which induces her con- 
tinually to be prying into the cabinets of princes, listening at the 
key-holes of senate-chambers, and peering through chinks and 
crannies, when our worthy congress are sitting with closed doors, 
deliberating between a dosen ezceUent modes of mining the 
nation* It is this which makes her so baneful to all wary 
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statesmen and intnguing commanders — such a stumbling-block 
to private negotiations and secret expeditions; betraying them 
lij meBDB and inrtmnifiiita which new woaid ha^e been thought 
of by anj bat a female bead. 

Thus it was in the case of the affair of Fort Casimir. No 
doubt the cinuung Risingh imagined, that, by seeming the gani- 
soD, he shoold ftv a kng time pterent the history of its fiite from 
reaching the ears of the gallant Stuyvesant ; but his exploit was 
blown to the world when he least expected ; and by one of the 
last beings he would ever haive suspected of enlisting as trumpet* 
er to the wide-momhed deity. 

This was one Dirk Schuiler (or Skulker), a kind of hanfr«*r- 
on to the garrison, who seemed to belong to nobody, and in a man- 
ner to be self-outlawed. He was one of those vagabond eosmo- 
polites who diark about the world, as if they had no ri^ht or 
busiiii in it, and who infest the skirts of society like jK>achers 
and interlopers. £very garrison and country village has one or 
more scape-goats of this kind, whose life is a kind of enigma, 
whose existence is without motive, who comes from the Lord 
knows where, who lives the Lord knows how, and who seems 
created for no other earthly purpose but to keep up the ancient 
and honorable order of idleness. This vagrant philosopher was 
supposed to have some Indian blood in ins veins, which wils 
manifested by a certain Indian complexion and cast oi' cuunto> 
nance ; but more especially by his propensities and habits. He 
was a tall, lank fellow, swift of foot, and long-winded. He was 
generally equipped in a half Indian dress, with belt, Icsrsings, 
and moccasons. His hair hung in straight gallows locks about 
his ears, and added not a little to his sharking demeanor. It is 

an old remark, that persons of Indian mixture are half civUizedy 
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half savage, and half derii^-a Med half being provided 
tihdr partieiilar ooavwnleiiee. It is ibr similar feasons, and pro- 
bably with equal truth, that the back w ouii.^ men of Kentucky are 
styled half man, half hone, and half alligator, by the setdera 
on the Mississippi, and held acoordifi^j ki great respeet and 
abhorrence. 

The above chaiticter may liave presented itself to the gai'ri;£on 
as applicable to Dak Sdmiler, whom they famHiariy dubbed Gal- 
lows Dirk. Certain it is, he aeknowledgsd nltogtanoe to no one 

— was an utter enemy to work, liolding it in no manner of esti- 
mation — but lounging about the fort, depending upon ciiance for 
a subsistence, getting dmnk wheoeYer he oould get liquor, and 
stealing whatever he ooold lay his hands on. Bv«ry day or two 
he was sure to get a sound rib-ru;t.>diig for some of his misde- 
meanors ; which, however, as it broke no bones, he made very 
light of, and scrupled not to repeat the offiensoe whenevnr another 
importunity presented. Sometimes, in consequence of some fla- 
grant villauY, lie would abscond from the garrison, and be absent 
for a month at a time ; skulking about the woods and swamps, 
with a long fowling-piece on his shoulder, lying in ambush to 
game — or s([uatting himself down on the edge of a pond catching 
fish for hours together, and bearing no little resemblance to that 
notable bird of the crane family, ydeped the Mudpoke. When 
he thought his crimes had been forgotten or forgiven, he would 
sneak back to the fort with a bundle of skin.s, or a load of poultry, 
which, perchance, he had stolen, and would exchange them for 
liquor, with which having well soaked his carcass, he would lie in 
the sun and enjoy all the luxurious indolence of that swinish phi- 
losopher Diogenes. He was the terror of all the farm-yards in 
the country, into whidi he made iearful inroads ; and sometimes 
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ke would make liis sodden appeazunoe in the garriaon aft day* 

break, with the whole neighborhood at liis heels ; like the scoun- 
drel thi( f of a fox, detected in hia maraudings and hunted to hid 
hide* Such wbb this I>irk SehuUer; and from the totel iiidiffer* 
eooe he showed to the world and Us coneeros, and frran his trnlj 
Indian stoicism and taeitumity, no one would ever have dreamt 
that he would have been the publifiher of the treachery of Eisingh. 

When the eavossal was goiog on, which proved so filial to the 
brave Poflfenbai^ and his watchful garrison, DiA. skulked abont 
from room to room, being a kind of privileged vagrant, or useless 
bound, whom nobodj notieed. But though a fellow of few wcMrds^ 
yet> like your tadtum people, his eyes and ears were always open, 
and in the course of his prowlinrr^ he overheard the whole plot 
of the Swedes. Dirk inunediately settled in his own mind how 
he shoold torn the matter to bis own advantage. He played the 
perfect jaek-of4>oth*8ides — that is to say, he made a price of 
every thing that came in his rea€li. robbod both parties, stuck the 
oopper-bound cocked hat of the puissant Van Foffenburgh on his 
head, 'whipped a huge pair of Binnf^'s jack-boots under his aims, 
and took to his heels, jnst before the catastrophe and confn^on at 
the garrison. 

Finding himself completely dislodged from his haunt in this 
quarter, he directed his flight towards his -native plaee^ New* 

Amsterdam, whence he bad formerly been obliged to abscond pre> 
cipitately, in consequence of misfortune in business^ — that is to 
say, having been detected in the act of sheep-stealing. After 
wandering many days in the woods, toiling through swamps, ford- 
ing brooks, swimming various rivers, and encountering a world 
of hardships that would have killed any other bemg but an Indian, 
a backwoodsman, or the devil, he at length arrived, half-fomished» 
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aad laak as a ataired waaRei, at Ckmmmaptmy whm he tt^ m 

canoe, and paddled over to New-Amsterdam. Immediately on 
landing, he repaired to Gtovernor Stuj^ csant, aod id more words 
tban lie liad ever spoken before in the whole conne of his Me, 
gave an aoooant of the disastrous affair. 

On receiving these direful tidings, the valiant Peter started 
from his se^^ — dashed the pipe he was smoking against the hack 
of the ehimnej — thnist a ptodigioiis quid of tobaooo into his left 
eheek — ^polled up his galligaskins, and strode np and down tbe 
room, humming, as was customary with liira when in a passion, a 
hideous northwest dittj. But, as I have before shown, he was not 
a man to vent Ids spleen in idle Tapering* His fifst measuiey 
after the paroxyBm of wimlii had subsided, was to stomp up stain 
to a huge wooden chest, which served as his armory, from whence 
he drew forth that identical suit of legimentals described in the 
preceding chapter. In these portentotis habiliments he airajed 
himself, like Achilles in the armor of Vulcan, maintaining all the 
while an appalling f^ikiK e, knitting his brows, and drawing Ms 
breath throng his clinched teeth. Being hastily equipped, he 
strode down into the parlor and jerked down his trusty sword fiom 
over the fireplace, where it was usually suspended ; but before 
he girded it on his thigh, he drew it from it» scabbard, and as his 
eye coursed along the rosty blade, a grim smile stole over his iron 
'visage — ^it was the first smile that had visited his countenance for 
fiye long weeks ; but every one who beheld it prophesied that 
there would soon be warm work in the province 1 

Thus armed at all points, with grisly war depicted in each 
feature, his very cocked hat assuming an dr of uncommon defi- 
ance, lie instantly put himself upon the alert, and dispatched An- 
tony Van C2orlear hither and thither, this way and that way. 
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through all the muddy streets and crooked lanes of the city, sum- 
BioniDg by sound of trumpet his tmsty peers to sssemMe in 
HMtBAt ooQiKsL— ^This dooey by way of expediling mailers, ac* 
cording to the custom of people in a hurry, he kept in continual 
bustle, shifting from chair to chair, popping his head out of every 
window, and stomping up and down stairs with his wooden leg 
in sndi brisk and ineessant motion, that, as we aifs mfonned by 
an authentic historian of the times, the continual clatter bore no 
small resemblance to Uie music of a cooper hooping a floor- 
baml. 

A summons so peremptory, and from a man of the governor's 
mettle, was not to be trifled with : the sages Ibrthwith repaired to 
llie oonneil-chambery seated themselves with the otmost tranquil- 
lity, and lighting their long pipes, gased with muroflled composore 
on his excellency and his regimentals ; being, as all counsellors 
should be, not easily flustered, nor taken by surprise. The gov- 
ernor, looking around for a nunnent with a lofty and soldier-like 
air, i»id resting one hand on the pommel of his sword, and fling- 
ing the other forth in a free and spirited manner, addressed them 
in a short hot sool-stirring harangue. 

I am extremely sorry that I haye not the advantages of Livy, 
Thucydides, Plutarch, and others of my predecessors, who were 
furnished, as I am told, with the speeches of ail their heroes, 
taken down in short hand by the most accurate stenographers 
of the time ; whereby they were enabled wonderfully to enrich 
their histories, and delight their readers with sublime strains of 
eloquence. Not having such important aoziliaries, I cannot pos- 
sibly pronounce what was the tenor of Governor Stoy vesant's 
speech. I am bold, however, to say, from the tenor of his cha- 
racter, that he did not wrap his rugged subject in sill^ and 
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and other mcUy taneiEerieB of phrase ; bnt spoke todi 

like a man of nerve and vigor, who scorned to shrink in words 
from those dangers which he stood ready to enconater in very 
deed« This much is certain, that he condcided bj aanoundng his 
determination to lead on his troops in person, and rout these ooa» 
tard-monger Swedes from their usurped quarters at Fort Casimir. 
To this hardy resolution, such of his couneil as were awake gave 
their nsnal signal of eononrrence ; and as to the resti who had 
fallen asleep about the middle of the harangue (their " usual cus- 
tom in the aflemoon"), they made not the least objection. 

And now was seen in the £ur city of New-Amsteidam a pro- 
digious busUe and preparation for iron war. Recmitiag parties 
marched hither and thither, calling lusiiij u])()ii all the scrubs, 
the runagates, and tatterdemalions of the Manhatloes and its 
vicinity, who had any ambitton of sixpence a day, and immortal 
fkme into the bargain, to enlist in the cause of glory : — ^for T 
would have you note that your warlike heroes who trudge in the 
rear of conqaerors are generally of that illustrious class of gen- 
tlemen, who are equal candidates for the army or the bridewell-^ 
the halberds or tlie wliipping-post — for wli<>iii Dame Fortune has 
cast an even die, whether they shall make their exit by the sword 
or the halter — and whose deaths shaU^ at all events, be a lo07 
example to their countrymen. 

But, notwithstanding all this martial rout and invitation, the 
ranks of honor were but scantily supplied ; so averse were the 
peaceful burghers of New-Amsterdam from enlisting in foreign 
broils, or stirring beyond that home, which rounded all their 
earthly ideas. Upon beholding this, the great Peter, whose noble 
heart was all on fire with war and sweet revenge, determined to 
wait no longer for the tardy assistance of these oily dlisenB, but 
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to miiflter up has merry men of the Hudson, who, brought up 

amoug woods, and wilds, and saviige beasts, like our jeouien of 
KeuUickjTy delighted in nothing so much as desperate adventures 
and perilous expeditions through the wilderness. Thus resolTing^ 
he ordered his trusty squire Antony Van Corlear to have his state 
galley prepared and duly victualed ; which being peribrmedj be 
attended public service at the great church of St. NichoUs, like 
a true and pious governor; and then leaving peremptory orders 
with his council to bave the chivaby of tbe Manhattoes marsbaled 
out and appointed agiunst his return, departed upon his recruiting 
voyage^ up the waters of the Uudsopi* 
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CONTAINING PETER STUYVESANT*S VOYAGE UP iUK HUDSON, 
AND TH£ WOin>£BS AND DSLIQaxS OF TBAT ££NOWNSD 
BITES* 

Now did th» soft breezes of the south steal sweetly over the face 
of nature, tempering the {Minting heats of summer into genial 
and prolific warmth ; when that ndracle of hardihood and ohival- 
ric virtue, the dauntless Peter btuy vesaiit, spread his canvas to 
the wind, and departed from the fair island of Manna-hata. The 
galley in which he embarked was sumptuously adorned with 
pendants and streamers ol gorgeous dyop, which fluttered ga) ly 
in the wind, or drooped their ends into the bodom of the stream. 
The how and poop of this majestic vessel were gallantly bedight, 
after the -rarest Dutch fashion, with figures of little pursy Cupids 
with periwigs on their heads, and bearing in their hands garlands 
of Howeris, the like of which arc not to he found in any book of 
botany ; being the matchless flowers which fiourished in the golden 
age, and exist no longer, unless it be in the imaginations of inge- 
nious carvers of wood and discolorers of canvas. 

Thus rarely decorated, in style befitting the puissant potentate 
of the Manhattoes, did the galley of Peter Stuyresabt launch 
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forth upon the bosom of the lordly Hudson, which, as it rolled its 
broad waves to the ocean, seemeti to pause for a while and swell 
with pjide, as if conscious o£ the illustrious burthen it sustained. 

But trust me, gentlefolk, far other was the scene presented to 
the contemplation of the crew from that which may be witnessed 
at this degenerate day. Wildness and savage nugesty reigned on 
the borders of this mighty riyer — ^the hand of cultiyatton ha^ 
not as yet laid low the dark forest, and tamed the features of tlie 
landscape — nor had the frequent sail of commerce broken in upon 
the profound and awful solitude of ages. Here and there might 
be seen a rude wigwam perched among the clifif^ of the mountains 
with its curling cohiimi of smoke mouiiling in the transparent 
atmosphere — ^but so loftily situated that the whoopings of the 
savage cfaildr^, gamboling on the margin of the dizzy heights, 
fell almost as faintiv on tlie ear lus do the notes of the hiik, when 
lost in the azure vault of heaven. Now and then, from the 
beetling brow of some precipice, the wild deer would look timidly 
down upon the splendid pageant as it passed below ; and then, 
tossing his antlers in the air, would bound away into the thick- 
ets of the forest 

Through such scenes did the stately vessel of Peter Stuyve- 
sant pass. Now did they skirt the bases of the rocky heights of 
Jersey, which spring up like everlasting walls, reaching from the 
waves unto the heavens, and were fashioned, if tradition may be 
believed, in times long past, by the mighty spirit Manetho, to pro- 
tect his favorite abodes trom the unhallowed eyes of mortals. 
Now did th^ career it gayly across the vast expanse of Tappan 
Bay, whose wide-extended shores present a variety of delectable 
scenery — here the bold promontory, crowned with embowering 
treefi, advancing into the bay — there the long woodland slope, 
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sweeping up ftom the shore in lioh luxuriance, and terminalaag in 
tlie upland predpiee — while al a distance a kuig waving Uiie of 
voekj heiglits threw their gigantic shades across the water. Now 
would the^' pass where bome modest little interval, opCDing among 
these stupendous scenes, yet retreating as it wese for protectioaa into 
the onbraces of the neighboring mountains, displayed a rural panip 
dise, fraught with sweet and pastoral >)eautics ; the velvet-tufted 
lawn — the bushy copse — the tinkling rivulet, stealing through the 
fresh and vivid veidure— on whose banks was situated some littie 
Indian village, or, peradventure, the rude cabin of some soiitaiy 
hunter. 

The diilereut periods of the revolving day seemed each, with 
cunnmg magic, to diffbse a difoent cham over the scene. Now 
would the jovial sun break gloriously from the east, blazing from 
the summits of the hills, and sparkling the landscape with a 
thousand dewy gems ; while along the borders of the river were 
seen heavy masses of mist, which, like midnight caitiffs, disturbed 
at his reproach, made a sluggish retreat, rolling in sullen reluc- 
tance up the mountains. At such times all wa^ brightnesii, and 
life, and gayety*— the atmosphere was of an indescribable pure- 
ness and transparency*— the birds brc^e forth in wanton madrigals, 
and the freshening breezes wafted the vessel merrily on her 
course. But when the sun sunk amid a flood of glory in the 
west, mantling the heavens and the earth with a tbousand gov^ 
geous dyes — ^then all was calm, and silent, and magnificent. The 
late swelling sail hung lifelessly against the mast — ^the seiiman, with 
folded arms, leaned against the shrouds, lost in that invokmtacy 
musing which the sober grandeur of nature commands in the 
rudest of her children. The vast bosom of the Hudson was like 
an unruffled mirror, reflecting the golden splendor of the heavens $ 
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«Koeptmg tbat now and Ubim a iMurk canoe ironld iteal aeross ito 

8uria<^'e, tiiied with painted savages, whose gay feathers glared 
hn^iky, aa perchance a lingering ray of the aetlang sun gleamed 
mpon them from the weatem monntaiM. 

But when the hour of twilight spread its majestic mists 
avoimd, then did the face of nature assume a thousand fugitive 
eharms, which to the worthy heart that seeks enjoyment in the 
glorious woilcB of its Maker are Inexpressibly captiyaling. The 
mellow dubious light that prevailed just served to tinge witli illu- 
sive coloi*s the softened features of the^scenery. The deceived 
but delighted eye sought yainly to diaoem In the broad masses oi 
shade, the separating line between the land and water; or to dis> 
tinguiish the fading objects that seemed sinking into chaos. Now 
did the busy fancy Bupply the feebleness of vision, producing witli 
industrious craft a fairy creation of her own* Under her plastic 
wand the barren rocks frowned upon the watery waste, in the 
semblance of lofty towers, and high embattled castles — trees 
assumed the direful forms of mighiy giants, and the inaccessible 
summits of the mountains seemed peopled with a thousand sbad- 
owy beings. 

Now broke forth from the shores the notes of an innumerable 
variety of insects, which filled the air with a strange but not 
inharmonious concert— while ever and anon was heard the mel- 
ancholy plaint ot the Wliip-poor-will, who, perched on some lone 
tree, wearied the ear of night with his incessant wftftnlng^- Xhe 
mind, soothed into a hallowed melancholy, listened with pensive 
stillness to catch and distinguish each sound that vaguely echoed 
from the shore — ^now and then startled perchance by the whoop 
of some straggling savage, or by the dreaiy howl of a wolf, steal- 
ing forth upon bis nightly prowlings. 
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Hms happily dM they panne Iheir come, natli fluey enteved 
npoB those awful defiles deDonunated thb hiohlaitimi, where H 

would bcem that the gigantic Titans had erst waged their impious 
war with heaven, piling up oli£& on cliifs» and hurling vast masses 
of rock in wild oonfimm. But in sooth veiy dififereat i« the 
history of these cloud^apt mountains. — ^These in ancient ^ys, 
hefore the Hudson poured its waters irom the lakes, formed one 
YBSt prison, within whose rocky bosom the omnipotent Maoetho 
confined the lebellioas sfnrits who repined at his oontroL Here, 
bound in adamantine ehs^ns, or jammed in rifted pines, or crashed 
by ponderous rocks, they groaned lor many an age. — At length 
the conquering Hudson, in its career towards the ocean, burst 
open their prison-house^ rolling its tide triumphantly through the 
stupendous ruins. 

Still, however, do many of them lurk about tiieir old abodes; 
and these it is, according to venerable legends, that cause the 
echoes which resound throughout these awftd solitudes; which 
are nothing but their angry clamors when any noise disturbs the 
IKofoundness of their r^KMse.^ — For when the elements are agi* 
tated by tempest, when Hhe winds are up and the thunder rolls, 
then horrible is the yelling and howling of these ^^oubled spirits, 
making the mountains to rebeilow with their hideous uproar ; for 
at such times it is said that they think the great Matie^o is 
returning once more to plunge them in gloomy caremfl, and 
renew their intolerable captivity. 

But all these fair and glorious scenes were lost upon the gal- 
lant Stuyresant; naught occupied his mind but thoughts of iron 
war, and proud anticipations of hftrdy deeds of arms. Neillier 
did his honest crew trouble their heads with any romantic specu- 
lations of the kind. The pilot at the helm quietly smoked his 
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pipe, thmkiiig of noting either past, present, or to oome — those 
of his comrades who were not industriously smoking under the 
hatches were listening with opeo moutlis to Antony Van Cor* 
lear ; who^ seated on the windlass, was relatang to them the mar- 
velous history of those myriads of fireflies, that s[)iirkled like 
gems and spangles upon the dusky robe ol night. Thesoi ac- 
cording to tradition, were or^inallj a laoe of pestilent sempitor- 
nous heldames, who peopled these parts loi^ hefore the memory 
of man; being of that abominated race emphatically called 
hritiutmies; and who^ for their innumerable sins against the chil- 
dren of men, and to lumish an awful waniing to the beauteous 
sex, were doomed to infest the earth in the shape of these threat- 
ening and terrible little bugs ; enduring the internal torments of 
that fire, which they formerly carried in their hearts and breathed 
forth in their words ; but now are sentenced to bear about for 
ever — in their tails ! 

And now I am going to tell a fact, which I doubt much my 
readers will hesitate to beHeve ; but if they do, they are welcome 
not to believe a word in this whole history — for nothing which it 
contains is more true. It must be known then that the nose of 
Antony the Trumpeter was of a yery lusty sice, strutting boldly 
from his countenance like a mountam of Golconda ; being sump* 
tuuusly uedecked with inibies and other precious stones — the true 
regalia of a king of good fellows, which jolly Bacchus grants to 
all who bouse it heartily at the flagon. Now thus it happened, 
that bri<^ht and early in the morning, the good Antony, having 
washed his burly visage, was leaning over the quarter railing of 
the galley» contemplating it in the glassy wave below. — Just at 
this moment the illustrious sun, breaking in all his splendor from 
behind a high bluff of the highlands, did dart one of his most 
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potent beams fall upon tbe refulgent nose of the sounder of brass 
— Ibe refleeti<»i of which shot straightway down, hissing hot^ into 

the water, and killed a mighty 8turg:eon that was sporting beside 
the vessel I This huge monster being with infinite labor hoisted 
on board, furnished a luxurious repast to all the crew, being 
aceounted of excellent flavor, excepting about the wound, where 
it smacked a little of brimstone — and this, on my veracity, waa 
the iirst time that ever sturgeon was eaten in these parts hj 
Christian people.* 

• When this astonishing mirade came to be made known to 

Peter Stuyvesant, and that he tasted of the unknown fish, he, as 
may well be supposed, marveled exceedincrly ; and as a monu- 
ment thereof, he gave the name of AnUm^^ Nw to a stout pro- 
montory in the neighborhood — and it has continued to be called 
Antony's JS^ose ever since that time. 

But hold: whither am I wandering? By the mass, if I 
attempt to accompany the good Peter Stuyvesant on this voyage^ 
I shall never make an end ; for never was there a voyage so 
firaught with marvelous incidents, nor a river so abounding with 
transcendant beauties, worthy of being severally recorded. Even 
now I have it on the point of my pen to relate how lus crew were 
most hortribly frightened, on going on shore above the highlands, 
by a gang of merry ix>istering devils, frisking and curveting on a 
flat rock, which projected into the river — and which is called the 
Du^veP9 Dam-Kamer to this very day^But no I Diedrich 

* Tbe learned lUiui Megapolonaie, tKBting die cotmuy about Albaiiy, 
in a letter whiek waa written aometime after the aettlement thereof, aaya, 
*'There ia in the river great plenty of atnrgeon, which we ChriBtians do not 
make use of, but the Indians eat them greed Uy.^ 
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Emekerboeker — it becdmes thee not to idle tliiis in thy historic 
way&ring. 

Recollect that while dwelling with the fond garrulity of age 
over these fairy aoenes, endeared to thee by the recoUectioDS of 
thy yoath, and the charms of a thousand legendary tales, which 
Lcuiiiled the simple eiu' of tliy childhood; recollect that thou art 
tritliug with those fleeting moments which should be devoted to 
lofUer themes. — Is not Time — ^relentless Time! shaking, with 
palsied hand, his ahnost exhausted hour-glass before thee? — 
hasten then to pursue thy weary ta?k, lest the last sands be run 
ere thou hast finished thy history of the Manhattoes. 

Let usy then, commit the dauntless Peter, his brave galley, and 
luB loyal crew, to the protection of the blessed St Nicholas ; who, 
I have no doubt, will prosper him in his voyage, while we await 
his return at the great dty of New-Amsterdam. 
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DXSCBIBIHO Tax POWXBFUL ABKT THAT A8SSMBLED AT THB 
CITT OF NBW-AHSTEBBAIC — TOOBTHEB WITH THE IKTER- 

VIEW BETWEEN PETER THE HEADSTRONG AND OENERAI. 
YON POFFfiKBURGH, AND P£T£B'S S£NXIM£NXS TOUCHINa 
UHFORTUKATE ORBAT MXir. 

While thus the enterprisiDg Jb^ctcr was coasting, with flowing 
sail, up the shores of the krdlj Hudson, and arouauig all the 
phlegmatic Utde Dutch setdements upon its borders, a great and 

puissant concourse of warriors w assembling ai the city of New- 
Amsterdam. And here that invaluable iragment of antiquity, the 
Stuyveaant manuscript, is more than commonlj particular; hj 
which means I am enabled to record the illustrious host that en- 
camped itself in the public square in irout of the tort, at present 
denominated the Bowling Grreen. 

In the centre, then, was pitched the tent of the men of battle 
of the Manhattoes, who being tlic inmates of the metropolis, com- 
posed the lifeguards of the governor. These were commanded 
bj the valiant Stoffel Brinkerhoof, who whilom had acquired such 
immortal feme at Oyster Bay — ^they displayed as a standard a 
beaver rampant on a licld ol uxauge ; being the armti of the 
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pffrHnee, and demiting the penerering indastrf and the amphibl* 

ous origin of the Nederlanders.* 

Ou their right hand might be seen the yaesai^ of that renowned 
Mynheer, Michael Paw,t who lorded it oyer the fair regions of 

ancieiiL P;u onia, and the lands away south, even unto the Navc- 
aink mountains,} and was moreover patroon of Gibbet Isiajid* 
His standard was home bj his tmstj squire, Cornelius Van 
Vbrst ; eonsisting of a huge oyster recumbent upon a sea-green 
field ; being the armorial bearings of his favorite metropolis, 
Gomnninipaw. He brought to the camp a stout force of warriors, 
heavily anned» being each dad in ten pair of linsey-woolsey 
* breeches, and overshadowed by broad-brimmed beavers, with 
short pipes twisted in their hatbands. The?e were the men who 
vegetated in the mud along the shores of Pavonia; being of the 
race of genuine copperheads, and were &bled to have sprung 
from oysters. 

At a Uttle distance was encamped the tribe of warriors who 
came from the neighborhood of HeU-gate. These were com- 

* This was lik«wjM the gnat aeal oif the New-Netherlandfl^ aa may still be 
seen in ancient records. 

t Beaidea what ia related in the Stuyreaant MS. I have Ibnnd menlion 
made of this ilinetriom patroon in another manaBcript, which aays : ** De Heer 

(or the squire) Michael Pow, a Dutch subject, about 10th Ang. 1630, by deed 
purchased Staten-Island. N. B. The same Michael Paw had what the Dntch 
call a colonic at Pavonia, on the Jersey shore, opposite New- York, and his 
overseer in 1636 was named Corns. Van Vorst— a peiaoD of the same name 
in 1769f owned Pawlea Hook, and a hige Aim at PaTooia, and ia a lineal de- 
aoendant from Van Voist," 

t So called fiom the Naveaink tribe of Indiana that inhabited theae parts— 
at present they are enoneonaly denominated tlie Nevenink* or Nevemink 
ptountains. 

• t« 
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maaded tha 8uy Dams, and the Van Dams, mcoiitinent hard 
swearen^ as Uieur names betokeiH-^y were terrible looking 
fidlowfl, dad in broad^kirted gaJberdmea, of that corioiis colored 

ciotli culled tliundcr and lightning — and bore as a standard three 
Devil's darniogHieedleay volant, in. a flame-colored tield. 

Hard by was the tent of the men of battle from the marBhjr 
borders of the Waale-Boght* and the country thereabouts— ^hese 
were of a sour aspect, by reason that they hved on crabs, whidi 
abound in these parts. They were the first institutors of that 
honorable order of knighthood, called F^f-marhet Mrk»^ and if 
tradition speak true, did likewise introdaee the far-famed step in 
dancing, called ^< double trouble." They were commaaded by 
the fearless Jacobus Yarra Vanger, and had, moreover, a jolly 
band of Brenckelent ferTy*men, who performed a brave oonoerto 
on conch shells. 

But I refrain irom pursuing this minute description, which 
goes on to describe the warriors of Bloemen-dad, and Wee-hawk, 
and Hobc^en, and sundry other places, well known in history and 
song — for now do the notes of martial music alarm the people of 
New-Amsterdam, sounding a&r from beyond the walls of the city. 
But this alarm was in a little while relieved, for lo, from the 
midst ol" a vast cloud of dust, tliey recognized the brimstone-col- 
ored breeches and splendid silver leg of Peter Stuyvesaut, glaring 
in the sunbeams ; and beheld him approaching at the head of a 
formidable army, which he had mustered along the banks of the 
Hudson. And here the excellent but anonymous writer of the 
Stuyvesant manuscript breaks out into a brave and glorious de* 

* Since corrupted inlo the Wallabiout ; the bay where the Navy- Yard is 
miuatcd. 

t Now flpeh Brooklyu. 
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ieriptioii of Hie forces, as they defiled through the principal gate 
of the city, that stood by the lieiid of Wali-street 

Firat of all came the Vao Biimmela, who inhalnt the pleaBaat 
twrdeis of tihe Bronx : these were short fkt men, wearing exceed- 
ing Lu ue trunk-breeches, and were renowned for feats of the 
trencher — ^they were the first inventora of suppawn or mush and 
milk^ — Close m their rear marched the Van Vkitens, of Eaats- 
kOl, horrible qnafi^ of new cider, and arrant bra^arta in 
their liquor. — After them came the Van Pelta ot Groodt Eso- 
pus> dextrous horsemen^ mounted upon goodly switch-tailed 
steeds of the Esopas breed— ^hese were mighty hunters of minks 
and muskrats, whence came the word Peltry. — Tlien the Van 
Nests o£ Kinderhoeck, valiant robbers of birds* nests, as their 
name denotes ; to these, if report maybehelieYed,are wemdebted 
for the invention of slap-jacks, or buckwheat cakes. — Tlien the 
Yan lligginbottoms, of Wappiug's creek ; the^e came armed with 
ferules and birchen rods, being a race of schoohmasters, who first 
discovered the marvdous sympathy between the seat of honor 
and the seat of intellect — and that the shortest way to get know- 
ledge into the head was to hammer it into the bottom^ — ^Xhen the 
Van GroUs, of Anthony's Nose, who carried their liquor in Mr 
round little pottles, by reason they could not bouse it out of their 
canteens, having such rare long noses. — ^Then the Grardeniers, of 
Hudson and thereabouts, distinguished by many triumphant feats, 
such as robbing watermelon patches, smokmg rabbits out of their 
holes, and the like, and by being great lovers of roasted pigs* 
tails ; these were the ancestors of the renowned congressman of 
that name^ — ^Then the Van Hoesens, of Sing*Sing, great choris- 
ters and players upon the jewsharp ; these marched two and two, 
singing the great song of St« Nicholas. — Then the Couenho- 
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T«nB, of Sleep J H(dk>w ; these gaye birik to a jolty race of pntn 
Hcaiifl^ wlio first diseovered Ibe magie artifice of oonjiiring a quart 
of wine into a pint bottle. — Then the Van Kortlandts, who lived 
on the wild banks of the Croton, and were great kiiiers ot wild 
dnckfl) being mocb spoken of for tfaeir skill in shooting wjth the 
long bow^Tben the Yaa Btinsdiotens, of Nyack and -Kakiaty 
who were the first tliat did ever kiek with the left foot ; they were 
gallant bush-whackers and hunters of racoons by moonlight.^ 
Then the Van Winkles, of Haerlem, potent sudcers of egg^, 
and noted for mnning of horses, and nuuring up of scores at 
taverns ; they were the first that ever winked with both eyes at 
onoe« — ^Lastly came the Knigkerbookers, of the great town of 
Soaghtikoke, where the fdk lay stones upon the houses in windy 
weather, lest they shonid be blown away. These derive their 
name, as some say, from Knicker, to shake, and Beker^ a goblet, 
indicating thereby that they were sturdy toss-pots of yore ; b^l, 
in troth, it was deriyed from JQndbr, to nod, and Boekeny books ; 
plainly meaning- tli;it they were great nodders or dozers over 
books — frc»n them did descend the writer of this history. 

Such was the legion of sturdy bash*beaters that poured in at 
the grand gate of New-Amsterdam ; the Stu3nre8ant manuscript 
indeed speaks of many more, whose names I omit to mention, 
seeing that it behooves me to hasten to matters of greater moment. 
Nothing could surpass the joy and mardal pride of the lion-hearted 
Peter as he reviewed this mighty host of warriors, and he deter- 
mined no longer to defer the gratification of his much-wished-for 
revenge, upon the scoundrel Swedes at Fort Gasimir. 

But before I hasten to record those unmatchable events, which 
will be found in the sequel of this I'aithful history, let me pause 
to notice the late oi Jacobus Van Poffenborgh, the discomfited 
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fwmiMMUfito>iii«diief of the armieB of the New-^etberlaiids. Sw^ 

is the inherent uncharitableness of human nature, that scarcely 
did the news beoome public of his deplorable dUoomfiture at Fort 
Oaaiiiiir, tihaa a thomand seurvj niiiior« were set afloat in New- 
Amsterdam, wherein it was insinuated, that he had in reality a 
treacherous understanding with the Swedish commander ; that he 
had long been in the practice o£ privatety oommnrocating witih 
tihe Swedes; together with diyers hints about ^ secret serrice 
money." — To all which deadly chaiges I do not give a jot more 
credit than I think they deserre. 

Certain it is, that the general yindicated his character by the 
most vehement oaths and protestations, and put every man out 
of the ranks of honor who dared to doubt his int^rity. Moreo- 
Ter^ on returning to New-Amsterdam, he paraded up and down 
the streets with a crew of hard swearers at his heels — sturdy 
bottle companions, whom he gorged and fattened, and who were 
ready to bolster him through all the courts of justice — ^heroes of 
his own kidney, fierce-whiskered, broad-shouldered, oolbrand-look- 
ing swaggerers — not one of whom hot looked as though he could 
eat up an ox, and pick his teeth with the horns. These lifeguard 
men quarreled all his quarrels, were ready to fight all his battles, 
and scowled at erery man that turned up his nose at tiie general, 
as though they would devour liim iiln e. Their conversation was 
interspersed with oaths like minute-guns, and every bombastic 
rhodomontade was rounded off by a thundering execration, like a 
patriotic toast honored witii a discharge of artillery. 

All these valorous vaporings had a considerable effect in con- 
yincing certain profound sages, who beggn to think Uie general 
a hero^ of unmatehable loftiness and magnanimity of soul ; par- 
ticularly as he was continually protesting on the honor of a soldier 
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■ — a marv'eloualy hi*»h-sounding as8r\ oration. Nay, one of the 
members of the council went so far as to propose they should 
Immortalise htm bj ao imperisluible statue of plaster of Paris. 

But the Tigilaiit Peter tlie Headfltnmg was not tlnis to be de- 
ceived. Sending privately for the commander-in-chief of all the 
armies, and having heard all his story, garnished with the customai* 
xy pious oaths, protestations, and ^jacolatioiis — Harkee, com- 
rade," cried he, ** though by yoor own aocoant you are the most 
brave, upright, and honorable man in the whole province, yet do 
you lie under the misfortune of being damnably traduced, and im- 
measurably despised* Now, thou(^ it is certainly hard to punish 
a man for his misfortunes, and though it is very possible you are 
totally innocent of the crimes laid to your charge j yet as heaven, 
doubtless for some wise purpose, sees fit at present to withhold 
all proofs of your innocence, far be it from me to counteract its 
sovereign will. Beside, I cannot consent to venture my armies 
with a commander whom they desjHse, nor to trust the welfsre 
of my people to a champion whom they distrust. Retire therefore^ 
my finend, from the irksome toils and cares of public life, with 
this comforting reflection — ^that if guilty, you are but enjoying 
your just reward — and if innocent, yon are not the first great 
and good man who has most wrongfully been slandered and mal- 
treated in this wicked world — doubtless to be better treated in a 
better world, where there shall be neither error, calumny, nor 
persecution* In the meantime let me never see your face again, 
for T have a horrible antipathy to the countenances of unfortunate 
great men like yourself/' 
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CHAPTER VL 

m WHICH THB XVTROR DISCOURSES TBBT INGEOTJOUSLT OF 

HIMSSLF — AFTER WHICH IS TO BE FOUND MUCH INTER- 
ESTING HISTORY ABOUT PETES THE Hli^bTiiONO AND 
HIS VOLLOWXBB. 

As my readers and myself are about entering on as many perils 
as ever a conlederaey of meddlesome kni^ils-erraiitwillfull/ ran 
their beads into, it is meet that, like those hardy adyentarers, we 

should join hands, bury all differences, and swear to stand by one 
another, in weal or woe, to the end of the enterprise. My read- 
ers most doubtless perceive bow completely I have altered mj 
tone and deportment since we first set out together. I warrant 
they then thought me a crabbed, cynical, impertinent little son 
of a Dutchman ; for I scarcely ever gave them a civil woi^, nor 
so much as touched my beaver, when I bad occasion to address 
them. But as we jogged along together on the high road of my 
hi>tory, I gradually began to rchix, to grow more courteous, and 
occasionally to enter into familiar discourse, until at length I 
came to conceive a most social, companionable kind of regard for 
them. This is just my way — am a]wa3r8 a little cold and 
reserved at first, particularly to people whom I neither know nor 
care for, and am only to be oompletelj won by long intimacy. 
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Besides, why sliould I have been sociable to the crowd of 
how-d'ye-do acquaintances that flocked around me at mj first 
appearance? Many were merely attracted by a new face; and 
haying stared me full hi the title-page, walked off withoat saying 
a word; while others lingered yawningly tiirough the preface, 
and, having gratified their short-lived curiosity, soon dropped off 
one by one. But, more especially to try their mettle, I had 
recourse to an expedient, similar to one which we are told w;is 
used by that peerless flower of chivalry, King Arthur ; who, 
before he admitted any knight to his intimacy, first reqmred that 
he should show himself superior to danger or hardships, by 
encountering unheard-of mishaps, slaying some dozen giaais, 
vanquishing wicked enchanters, not to say a word of dwarfs, 
hippogrifla, and fiery dragons* On a similar principle did X eon- 
singly lead my readers, at the first sally, into two or three kooUj 
chapters, where they were most wofully belabored and buffeted, 
by a host of pagan philosophers and infidel writers. Though 
naturally a very grave man^ yet could I scarce refirain firom 
smiling outright at seeing the utter confusion and dismay of my 
valiant cavaliers. Some dropped down dead (asleep) on the 
field; others threw down my book in the middle of t^ first 
cQiapter, took to their heels, and never ceased scampering until 
they had fairly run it out of sight ; when they stopped to take 
breath, to tell their friends what troubles they had undergone, and 
to warn all others from venturing on so thankless an expedition* 
Every page thinned my ranks more and more ; and of the vast 
multitude that first set out, but a comparatively few made shift to 
survive, in exceedingly battered condition, through the five intro- 
ductory chapters. 

WhaA, tJienl wocdd you have had me take saeh snmhiiMs 
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ftml-liewrted recreants to mj bosom al; onr first acqumntanee? 

No — no ; I reserved my friendship for those who deserved it, for 
those who undaimtecUj bore me oompany, in despite of difficnltiesy 
dangers and latigaes. And now, as to those who adhere to me at 
present, I take them affectionately by the hand. — Worthy and 
thrice-beloved readers ! brave and well-tried comrades ! who have 
faithfuUj f<4lowed mj footsteps throo^ all toy wanderings — I 
salute yon from my heart--T pledge myself to stand by yon to 
the last J and to conduct you (so Heaven speed this trusty 
weapon whi^ I now hold between my fingers) triumphantly to 
the end of this onr stupendous undertaking. 

But, hark ! while we are thus talking, tlie city of Xew- 
Amstenlam is in a bustle. The host of wai^iors encamped in 
the Bowling Oreen are striking their tents; the brazen trumpet 
of Antony Van Corlear makes the welkin to resound with por- 
tentous clangor — the drums beat — ^the standards of the Manhat- 
toes, of Hell-gate, and of Michael Paw, wave proudly in the air. 
And now behold where the mariners are busily employed, hoisting 
the sails of yon topsail schooner, and those clump-bullt sloops, 
which are to waft the army of the Nederianders to gather immor- 
tal honors on the Delaware 1 

The entire population of the dty, man, woman, and child, 

turned out lo behold the chivalry of New-Amslerdujn, as it paraded 

the streets previous to embarkation. Many a handkerchief was 

waved out of the windows; many a fiiir nose was blown in 

roelodiovs sorrow on the mournful occasion. Hie grief of the 

fair dames and beauteous damsels of Grenada could not have 

been more vociferous on the banishment of the gallant tribe of 

Abenoerrages, than was that of the kind«hearted fiiir ones of 

New-Amsterdam on the departure of their intrepid warriors. 

15* 
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Eveiy love<«ick maiden ftmSfy eRmmied llie poeketi of lier fawo 

with gingerbread and doughnuts — many a copper ring WM 
exchanged, and crooked sixpence broken, in pledge of eternal 
conatanej — and there remain extant to this dmj flome lore^Tenes 
written on that occasion, sufficiently crabbed and incomprehensible 
to coiiioLind the whole universe. 

But it was a moving sight to see the buxom lasses, how they 
hmig about the doughty Antony Van Corleai^fbr he was a 
jolly, rosy-faced, lusty bachelor, fond of his joke, and withal a 
desperate rogue among the women. Fain would they have kept 
him to comfort them while the army was away ; for besides what 
I have said of him, it is no more than justice to add, that he was 
a kind-hearted soul, noted for his benevolent attentions in com- 
forting disconsolate wives during the absence of their husbands— 
and this made him to be very mnch regar^d by the honest 
burghers of the dty* But nothing could keep tiie valiant Antony 
from following the heels of the old frovemor, whom he loved as he 
did his very soul — so embracing all the young vrouws, and giving 
eveiy one of them that had good teeth and rosy Hps a dosen 
hearty smacks, he departed loaded with their kind wishes. 

Nor wa^ the departure of* the gallant Teter among the least 
causes of public distress. Though the old governor was by no 
means indulgent to the follies and waywardness of his sal^eetSy 
yet somehow or other he had become strangely popular among 
the people. There is something so captivating in personal 
hravery, that, with the common mass of mankind, it takes the 
lead of most other merits. The simple folk of Kew-Amsterdam 
looked upon Peter Stuyvesant as a prodigy of valor. His wooden 
leg, that trophy of his martial encounters, was regarded with 
reverence and admiration. Every old burgher had a budget of 
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wwaciilolu stories to tell about the exploits of HardJcoppig Fiet| 
wlierewith he regaled his children of a long winter night ; and on 

wliicii he dwelt with as much delis^ht and exaggeration, ixs do our 
honest ootintry yeomen on the hardy adventnrr> of old Grenecal 
Pntnam (or, as he is fiuniltarlj temed, Oid jPiU) during our 
giorions reyolntion. Not an individual but yerily believed the 
old governor was a match for Beelzebub himself ; and there was 
even a story told, with great mysteiy, and under the rose, of his 
having shot &e devil with a silver bullet one dark stormj nigjhty 
as he was sailing in a canoe through Hell-gate — but this I do not 
record as being an absolute fact. Perish the man who would let 
iall a drop to disodor the pure stream of history ! 

Certain it is, not an old woman in New-Amsterdam but oon- 
eidered Peter Stuyvesant as a tower of strength, and rested 
satistied that the public welfare was secure, so long as he was 
in the city* It is not surprising, then, that they looked upon his 
departure as a sore affliction. With heavy hearts they draggled 
at the heels of his troop, as they marched down to the river side 
to embark. The governor fi oni the stern of his schooner gave a 
short but truly patriarchal address to his citizens, wherein he 
reocMnmended them to eomport like loyal and peaceable subjects^ 
to go to church regularly on Sujidays, and to mind their business 
all the week besides. That the women i^umld be dutiful and afifec- 
tionate to their husbands — ^looking after nobody's concerns but 
their own ; eschewing all gossipings, and morning gaddings — and 
carrying short tongues and long petticoats. That the men should 
abstain from intermeddling in public concenis, intrusting the 
cares of government to the officers appointed to support fhem — 
staying at home, like good citizens, making money for themselves, 
and getting children tor the benefit of their country. That the 
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burgomasters should look well to the public interest — ^not op- 
piressing tlie poor nor indulging the nskt — not tasking tb^ inge* 
nuity to deTise new laws, but faatbfnUj enforcing IlioBe which were 
already made — rather bending their attention to prevent evil than 
to piinisli it ; ever recollecting that civil magistrs^s should con- 
aider themaelvea more as guardians of public morals thaa rat- 
catchers employed to entrap i>nbUc delinquents* ^InaHj, he 
exhorted them,* one and all, high and low, rich and poor, to 
conduct themselves a« ipell as tkep could, assuring them that if 
they faithfully and conscientiously complied with this golden role, 
there was no danger but that they would all conduct themselTce 
well enough. This done, he gave them a paternal benediction ; 
the sturdy Antony sounded a most loving farewell with his trum- 
pet, the jolly crews put up a shout of triumph, and the invinctble 
armada swept off proudly <lown the bay. 

The good people ot IS ew- Amsterdam crowded down to the 
Battery — that blest resort, &om whence so many a tender prayer 
has been wafted, so many a fair hand waved, so many a tearful 
look been cast by love-sick damsel, after the lesseriini; bark ^ bear- 
ing her adventurous swain to distant dimes ! — ^Here the populace 
watched with straining eyes the gallant squadron, as it slowly 
floated down the bay, and when the intervening land at the 
Karrows shut ic iiom their siirlit, gradually dispersed with silent 
tongues and downciist countenances. 

A heavy gloom htmg over the late busUing dty — the honest 
burghers smoked their pipes in profound thoughtfulness, casting 
many a wistful look to the weather-cock on the church of St. 
JN^ichoIas ; and all the old women, having no longer the presence 
of Peter Stuyvesant to hearten them, gathered their children home, 
and barricaded the doors and windows every evening at sundown* 
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Ill Ike meanwhile tke amuida of the fltoidy Peter proceeded 
prospeioasly on its Toyage^ and after eneonnterlng about as many 

storms, and water-spouts, and wiiales, aiid other horrors and 
phenomena* as gwerally be£aU adventarous land&men in perilous 
voyages of the ki^d; and after nndergmng a severe soouring 
from that deplorable and unpitied maladj called sea-sickness, the 
whole squadron arrived safely in the Delaware. 

Without so much as dropping anchor and giving his wearied 
ships time to breathe, after laboring so long on the ocean, the 
intrepid Peter pursued his course up tlie Delaware, and mjule a 
sudden appearance before i^^ort Casimir. Having summoned the 
astonished garrison b j a terrific blast from the trumpet of the 
long-winded Van Gorlear, he demanded, in a tone of thunder, an 
instant surrender of the fort. To thia demand, Suen Skytte, the 
wind-dried commandant, replied in a shrill whiffling voice, which, 
bj reason of his extreme spareness, sounded like the wind whis- 
tling through a broken bellows — ^"that he had no very strong 
reason for relusing, except that the demand was particularly 
disagreeable, as he had been ordered to maintain his post to the 
last extremity." He requested time, therefore, to consult with 
Grovernor Risiiigh, and pro})osed a truce for that purpose. 

The choleric Peter, indignant at having his right t'til fort so 
treacherously taken from him, and thus pertinaciously withheld, 
refused the proposed armisdce, and swore by the pipe of St. 
NicholtLS, which, like the sacred fire, was never extinguished, 
that unless the fort were surrendered in ten minutes, he would 
incontmentily storm the woiks, make all the garrison run the 
gauntlet, and split their scoundrel of a commander like a pickled 
shad. To give this menace the greater effect, he drew forth his 
trusty swordy and shook it at them with such a fierce and vigor- 
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ous motioD, tliat doubdess, if it had not been exceeding rusty, it 
would have liglitened tenor into the eyes and hearts of the ene- 
my. He then ordered his men to bring a broadside to bear upon 

the ibrt, consisting of two swivels, three muskets, a long duck 
fowling-piece, and two brace of horse-pistols. 

In the meantime the sturdy Van Corlear marshaled all hu 

forces, and commenced his warlike operations. Distending his 
cheeks like a very Boreas, he kept up a most horrific twanging 
of his trumpet — the lusty choristers of Sing-Sing broke forth 
into a hideous song of battle — ^the warriors of Breuekelen and' 
the WalUiboiit blew a potent and astounding blast on tlir ir conch 
shells, altogether forming as ou^ageous a concerto as though iive 
thousand French fiddlers were displaying their skill in a modem 
overture* 

Whether the formidable front of war thus suddenly presented 
4 smote ^e garrison with sore dismay — or whether the concluding 
terms of the summons, which mentioned that he should surrender 
at discretion,'' were mistaken by Suen Skytte, who, though a 
Swede was a very considerate, easy-tempered man — ^as a compli- 
ment to his discretion, I will not take upon me to say; certain it 
is he found it impossible to resist so courteous a ^l^nand. Ac- 
cordingly, in the very nick of time, just as the cabin-boy had 
gone alter a coal of lire, to dischai-ge the swivel, a chamade 
was beat on the rampart by the only drum in the garrison, to the 
no small satisfaction of both parties ; who, notwithstanding their 
great stomach for figliting, had full good an inclination to eat 
a quiet dinner a^ to exchange black eyes and bloody noses. 

Thus did this impregnable fortress once more return to the 
domination of their High Mightinesses ; Skytte and his garrison 
of twenty men were allowed to march out with the honors of 
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war, and the vietoiious Petor, who waa as generous as brave, 
permitted them to keep possession of all dieir anus and aounnni- 

tion — the same on inapection being ibund tottJly unfit for service, 
having long rusted in the magasme of the fortress, even before 
it was wrested by the Swedes from the windy Van Poffbobiur^. 
But I must not omit to mention, that the govenior was so well 
pleased with the service of his faithful squire Van Corlear, in 
the reduction of this g^eaJt fortress, that he made him on the spot 
lord of a goodly domain in the vicinity of New-Amsterdam — 
whicli goes by the name of Corlear*s Hook unto this very day. 

The unexampled liberality of Peter Stuyvesant towards the 
Swedes, occasioned great surprise in the city of New-Amsterdam 
— nay, certain factious individuals, who had been enlightened 
by political meetings in the days of Wilham the Testy, but who 
had not dared to indulge their meddlesome hatnts under the eye 
of thdr present ruler, now, emboldened by his absence, gave 
vent to their censures in the street, Murmurs were heard in 
the very ooundl-chamber of New-Amsterdam; and there is no 
knowing whether they might not have broken out into downright 
speeches and invectives, had not Peter Stuyvesant privately sent 
home his walking-staff, to be laid as a mace on the table of the 
council-chamber, in the midst of his counsellors ; who, like wise 
men, took the bint, and for ever after held thehr peace. 
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SHOWING TIIK GREAT ADVANTACE THAT THE AUTHOR HAd 
OTEB HIS BEADER IN TIME OF BAXTI.E — TOaETHER WITH 
DIVERS POBTSNTOUS MOTBIIBNTB ; WHICH BBTOXBV THAT 
80XETHINQ TBRBIBLB 18 ABOUT TO HAPPBN. 

• 

LiKB as a miglity aldennaii, when at a corporation feast the first 

spoonful of turtle-soup salutes his palate, feels his appetite but 
teuibid quickened, and redoubles Lis vigorous attacks ii|x)d the 
tureen ; while his progeduig eyes roll greedily round, devooring 
every thing at taMe— so did the mettlesome Peter Sta3nresant feel 
that hunger for martial glory, which raged within liis Imwels. 
inflamed by the capture of Fort Ca^imir, and nothing oould allay 
it but the conquest of all New-Sweden, No sooner, therefore, 
had he secured his conquest, than he stumped resolutely on. 
flushed with success, to gather fi*esh laurels at Fort Christina.* 

This was the grand Swedish post, established on a small river 
(or, as it is improperly termed, creek) of the same name ; and 
here that cralTty governor Jan Risingh hiy grimly drawn up, like 
a gray-bearded spider in the citadel of his web. 

But before we hurry into the direful scenes whieh must attend 

* 

s At preaent a flcmmhiog town, called ChristiaiiB, or ChristMn, about thiitj 
BSf«n mOes from FfailadelpluA, on the post-roaii to Baltimore. 
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the meeting of two such potent chiefbuns, it is advisable to pause 

lyr a inuinent, and hold a kind of warlike council. Battles should 
not be ru»bed into precipitately hy the historian and his readers, 
waj more than bj the general and his soldiers. The great com- 
manders of antiquity never engaged the enemy without previously 
preparing the minds of their followers by animating harangues ; 
spiriting th^ np to heroic deeds» assuring them of the protection 
of the gods, and inspiring them with a confidence in the prowess 
of their leaders. So the historian should awaken the attention 
and enlist the passions of his readers ; and having set them all on 
fire with the importance of his subject, he should put himself at 
their head, fiouiish his pen, and lead them on to the thickest of 
the hght. 

An illustrious example of this rule may be seen in that minor 
of historians the immortal Thucydides. Having arrived at the 

breaking out of the Peloponnesian war, one of his commentators 
observes that ^ he sounds the charge in all the disposition and 
sinrit of Homer. He catalogues the allies on both sides. He 
awakens our expectations, and fast engages our attention. All 
mankind are c onceraed in the important point now going to be 
decided. Endeavors are made to disclose futurity. Heaven 
itself is interested in the dispute. The earth totters, and nature 
seems to labor with the great event. This is his solemn, sublime 
manner of setting out. Thus he magnifies a war between two, 
as Rapin styles them, petty states ; and thus artfully he supports 
a httle subject by treating it in a great and noble method." 

In like manner, having conducted my readers into the very 
' teeth of peril — having followed the adventurous Peter and his 
hand into foreign r^ons — surrounded by foes, and stunned by 
the horrid dm of arms — at this important moment, while dark- 
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ness and doubt hang o'er eaeh ooming chapter, I hold it meet to 

harangue them, and prepare them for the events that are to 
follow. 

And here I would pmnise one great adyantoge which, as his- 
torian, I possess over my reader ; and this it is, that though I 
cannot save the life of my favorite hero, nor absolutely contradict 
the event of a battle (both which liberties, though often taken hj 
the French writers of the present rdgn, I hold to be utterly tin- 
worihy of a scrupulous liistorian), yet I can now and then make 
him bestow on his enemy a sturdy back stroke sutHcient to tell a 
giant ; though, in honest truth, he may never have done any thing 
of the kind^or T can drive ^is antagonist dear round and round 
the field, as did I loiner injike that fine fellow Hector sciiraper like 
a poltroon round the walls of Troy ; for whieh^ if ever they have 
encountered one another in the Elysian fields, 111 warrant the 
prince of poets has had to make the most humble apology. 

I am aware that many conscientious readers will be ready to 
cry out *^foul play I" whenever I render a little assistance to my 
hero— but I consider it one of those privileges exerdsed by his- 
torians of all ages — and one which has never been disputed. An 
historian is, in fact, as it were, bound in honor to stand by liis 
hero — ^the fame of the latter is intrusted to his hands, and it is 
his duty to do the best by it he can. Never was there a general, 
aii adiiiiial, ur any other commander, who, in giving an account 
of any battle he had fought, did not sorely belabor the enemy ; 
and I have no doubt that, had my heroes written the history of 
their own achievements, they would have dealt much harder 
blows than any that I shall recount. Standing forth, therefore, 
as the guardian of their fame, it behooves me to do them the 
same juslaoe they would have done themselves ; and if I happen 
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to be a liliile hard upon the Swedes, I give free leave to any of 

their descendants, who may write a history of the State of Dela- 
ware, to take fair retaiiation, and belabor Peter Stujresaot as 
hard as they please. 

Therefore stand by for brtdcea heads and bloody noses I — My 
pen hath long itched for a battle — siege after siege have I carried 
on without blows or bloodshed ; but now I have at length got a 
ehance, and I vow to Heaven and St Nicholas, that, let the chroni- 
cles of the times say what they please, neither Sallust, Livy, 
Tacitus, Polybius, nor any other historian, did ever record a 
fiercer fight than that in whieb mj valiant chieftains are now 
about to engage. 

And you, oh most excellent readers, whom, for your faithful 
adherence, I oonld cherish in &e wannest comer of my heart — 
be not uneasy — trust the &te of our fimrite Stuyvesant with me 
—for by the rood, come what may, I'll stick by Hardkoppig 
Piet to the last. I'll make him drive about these losels vile, as 
did the renowned Laonoelot of the Lake a herd of recreant Cor- 
nish knights — and if he does fall, let me never draw my pen to 
fight another battle in behalf of a brave mau, if I dou t make 
these lubberly Swedes pay for it. 

No sooner had Peter Stuyvesant arrived before Fort Christina 
than he proceeded without delay to intrendi himself^ and immedi- 
ately on running his first parallel, dispatched Antony Van Corlear 
to summon the fortress to surrender. Van Corlear was received 
with all due fonnality, hoodwinked at the portal, and conducted 
through a pestiferous smell of salt fish and onions to the citadel, 
a substantial hut built of pine logs. His eyes were here uncov- 
ered, and he found himself in the august presence of Grovemor 
Bismgh. This chieftain, as I have before noted, was a very 



Digitized by Google 



HioTOiiY OF NEW-YOilK. 



glaatlj man ; and was dad in a eoaxae bine ooal, stn^^ped louiid 
the wust with a leathern helt, which caused the enonnmifl sidrta 
and pockets to »et oti' with a very w.arlike sweep. His ponderous 
legs were cased in a pair of fozj-ookuned jack-boots, and be waa 
straddling in the attitude of the CdloastiB of Bhodes, before a bit 
ui biokcii iouking-glass, shaving himself with a villanoiisly dull 
xazor. Tiiis afflicting operation caused liim to make a series of 
horrible grimaces, which heightened ezceedln^y the grisly ierrora 
of his visage. On Antonj Van Corlear^s being aononnoed, the 
grim comuiaiider paused ibr a moment, in the midst of one oi hia 
most hard-fikYored coatortiionB, and after eyeing him askance oyer 
Hie shoulder, with a kind of snarilng grin on his countenance, 
resumed his labors at the glass. 

This iron harvest being reaped, he turned once more to the 
trumpeter, and demanded the purport of his errand. Antonj 
Van Coriear delivmd in a lew words, being a kind of short 
hand speaker, a long message irom his excellency, recounting the 
whole history of the proyince^ with a recapitulation of griev 
ances, and enumeration of daims, and concluding with a per 
emptory demand of instant surrender ; which done, he turned 
aside, took his nose between his thumb and finger, and blew a 
tremendous blast, not unlike the flouri^ of a trumpet of defiance 
— which it had doubtless learned from a long and intimate nei^^ 
borhood with tbat melodious instrument. 

Governor lii&ingh heard him through, trumpet and all, but 
with infinite impatience ; leaning at times, as was liis usual cus- 
tom, on the pommel of his sword, and at times twiiiing a huge 
steel watch-chain, or snapping his fingers. Van Coriear having 
finished, he bluntly r( plied, tliat Peter Stu3rvesant and his sum> 
mens night go to the d 1, whither he hoped to send hun and 
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his crew of ragamuffins before supper-time. Then unsheatliing 
his brass-hilted sword, and throwing away the scabbard — 'Fore 
gad," quod be, ** hut I will not aheathe thee again until I make 
a scabbard of the smoke-dried leathern hide of this mnagate 
Dutchman." Tiien having iiung a tierce defiance in the teeth of 
his adveTsary, by the lips of his messenger, the latter was reeon- 
ducted to the portal, with all Ihe eeremoniotis civility due to the 
trumpeter, squire, and ambassador of so great a commander; 
and being again unblinded, was courteously dismissed with a 
tweak of the nose, to assist him m recollecting his message. 

No sooner did the gallant Peter receive this insolent reply 
than he let fly a tremendous volley of red-hot execrations, which 
would infallibly have battered down the fortifications, and blown 
up the powder magazine about the ears of the fiery Swede, had 
not the niiD parts been remarkably strong, and the ma«ii.zine 
bomb-proof. Perceiving that the works withgtood this terrific 
blast, and that it was utterly impossible (as it really was in those 
unphilosophic days) to carry on a war with words, he ordered 
his merry men all to prepare for an immediate assault. But 
here a strange murmur broke out among his troops, beginning 
with the tribe of the Van Bummels, those valiant trenchermen 
of the Bronx, and spreading from man to man, accompanied with 
certain mutinous looks and discontented murmurs. For once in 
his life, and only for once, did the great Peter turn pale, for he 
verily thought his warriors were going to falter in this hour 
of perilous trial, and thus to tarnish for ever the fame of the 
province of New-Netherlands. 

But soon did he discover, to his great joy, that in this suspi- 
cion he deeply wronged this mort undaunted army ; for the cause 
of this agitation and uneasiness simply was, that the hour of 
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dinner was ai hand, and it would have almoBt bioken the hearia 
of these regular Dutch warriors to have broken in upon the 

invariable routine of their habits. Besides, it was iin established 
role among our ancestors always to fight upon a fail stomach ; 
and to this ma7 be doubtless attributed the cireumstanoe that they 
came to be so renowned in arms. 

And now are the hearty men of the Manhattoes, and their no 
less hearty comrades, all lustily engaged under the trees, bufieting 
stontlj with the contents of their wallets^ and taking sueh aiieo- 
tionate embraces of their canteens and pottles, as though they 
verily believed they were to be the last And as I foresee we 
shall have hot work in a page or two, I advise mj readers to do 
ihe same, for whldi purpose I will bring this chapter to a dose ; 
giving them my word of honor, that no advantage shall be taken 
of this armistice to surprise, or in any wise molest, the lionefit 
Nederlanders, while at their Tigoroiu repast. 
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CHAPTER Vni, 

CONTAUONG THE MOST HOKBIBLE BATTLE £F£B BEGOBDEJO 
IK POBTBT OR FBOSE; WITH THB ADMIRABLE BZFX.OIX8 
OF FBTBB THB HBAB8TR0NG, 

* 

^ Now iiad the Dutchmen snatched a huge repast," and finding 
themaelyes wonderfully encouraged and animated thereby, pre- 
pared to take the field. Expectation, says the writer of the 
Stuyvesant manuscript — ^Expectation now stood on stilts. The 
world forgot to turn round, or rather stood still, that it might 
witness the ull'raj ; like a round-bellied alderman, watching the 
combat of two chivalrous flies upon his jerJ&in. The eyes of all 
mankind, as usual in such cases, were turned upon Fort Christina. 
The SUB, like a little man in a crowd at a puppet-show, scampered 
about the heavens, popping his head here and there, and endeav- 
oring to get a peep between the unmannerly clouds that obtruded 
themselves in his way. The historians Med their inkhoms — ^the 
poets went without their dinners, either that they might buy 
paper and goose-quills, or because they could not get any thing 
to eat — Antiquity scowled sulkily out of its grave, to see itself 
outdone— while even Posterity stood mute, gazing in gaping 
ecstasy of retrospection on the eventful field. 

The immortal deities^ who whilom had ^seen service at the 
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**affiur" of Troy — ^now mountecl their feather-bed eloncls, and 

sailed over the plain, or mingled among the combatants in differ- 
ent disguises, all itching to have a finger in the pie. Jupiter sent 
off his thunderbolt to a noted coppersmith, to have St furbished 
up for the direful occasion. Venus vowed by her chastity to 
patronize the Swedes, and in semblance of a blear-eyed trull 
paraded the battlements of Fort Christina, accompanied by 
Diana, as a sergeant's widow, of cracked reputation. The noted 
bully, Mars, stuck two horse-pistols into his belt, shouldered a 
rusty firelock, and gallantly swaggered at their elbow, as a 
drunken corporal — ^while ApoUo trudged in their rear, as a 
bandy-legged fifer, playing most vQlanously out of tune. 

On the other side, the ox-eyed Juno, who had gained a pair 
of black eyes over night, in one of her curtain lectures with old 
Jupiter, displayed her haughty beauties on a baggage-wagon-^ 
Minerva, ns a brawny gin-sutder, tucked up her skirts, brandished 
her fists, and swore most heroically, in exceeding bad Dutch, 
(having but lately studied the language,) by way of keeping up 
the spirits of the soldiers ; while Yulcaii halted as a club-footed 
blacksMiith, lately promoted to be a captain of militia. AU was 
silent awe, or bustling prepai'ation : war reared his horrid front, 
gnashed loud his iron fangs, and shook his direful crest of bris- 
tling bayonets. 

And now the mighty chieftains marshaled out their hosts. 
Here stood stout Eisingh, firm as a thousand rocks — incrusted 
with 8todi:ade8, and intrenched to the chin in ibad batteries. His 
valiant soldiery Hned the breast-work in gilm array, each having 
his mustachios fiercely greased, and his hair pomatumed back, 
and queued so stiffly, that he grinned above the ramparts like a 
grisly death's head. 
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There came on the intrepid Pete^— his brows knit, his teeth 

set, his lists clenched, almost breathing forth volumes of smoke, 
so fierce was the fire that raged within his bosom. His faithful 
B4aire Van Corlear traced valiaatly at his heek, with his trum- 
pet gorgeously bedecked with red and yellow ribands, the remem- 
brances of his fair mistresses at the Manhattoes. Then came 
waddling on the sturdy chivahry of the Hudson. There were the 
Van Wycksy and the Van Dycks, and the Ten £yck»— the Van 
Nesses, the Van Tassek, the Van Grolls ; the Van ILcsens, the 
Van Giesons, and the Van Blarcoms — the Van Wai ts, the Van 
Winkles, the Van Dams ; the Van Felts^ the Van Rippers, and 
the Van Brunts. There were the Van Homes, the Van Hooks, 
the Van Bun^chotens ; the Van Gelders, tlie Van Arsdales, aiul 
the Van Bummels ; the Vander Belts, the Vander Hoots, the 
Vander Voorts, the Vander Lyns, the Vander Pools, and the 
Vander Spiegles — there came the Hoffmans, the Hooghlands, the 
Hoppers, the Cloppers, the Ryckmans, the Dyckmans, the IToge- 
booms, the Bosebooms, the Oothouts, the Quackcnbosses, the 
fioerbacks, the Garrebrantzes, the Bensons, the Brouwers, the 
Waldrons, the Onderdonks, the Varra Vangers, the Scheimer* 
honib, the Stoutcnburghs, the Brinkerhoffs, the Bontecous, the 
Knickerbockers, the Hockstrassers, the Ten Breecheses and the 
Xongh BreecbeseSy with a host more of worthies, whose names 
are too crabbed to be written, or if they could be written, it would 
be impossible for man to utter — all fortified with a mighty dinner, 
and to use the words of a great Dutch poet, 

" Brimful of wrath and cabbage." 

Fop an instant the mighty Peter paused in the midst of his 
career, and mounting on a stump, addressed his troops in eloquent 
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Low Datoht ezhorting Hum to fight like dtijf9ekf and aflming 

them that if they conquered, they should get plenty of booty — if 
they fell, they should be allowed the saLi:?iaction, while dyiiig, of 
refiecting that it was in the aervioe of their coantry — and aA»r 
they were dead, of seeing their names inscribed in the temple of 
renown, and handed down, in company with all the other great 
men of the year, ibr the admiratioD of posterity.— t inaUy, he 
swore to them, on the word of a goremor (and thej knew him 
too weU to doaht it for a moment), that if he caught any mother^a 
son of them looking pale, or playing craven, he would curry his 
iiide till he made him ma ont of it lii^e a snake in spring time<^ 
Then lugging out his trusty sabre, he brandished it three timea 
over his head, ordered Van Corlear to sound a charge, and shout- 
in^ the words " St. Nicholas and the Manhattoes !" courageously 
dashed forwards. His warliiLe foUowers, who had employed the 
interval in lighting their pipes, instantiy stuck them into their 
mouths, gave a furious pull', and charged gallantly, under cover 
of the smoke. 

The Swedish garrisoii, ordered by the conning Bismgh not to 
fire until they could distinguish the whites of their assailants* 

ejr-, >\nod ni iiorrid silence on the covert-way, until the eager 
Dutchmen had ascended the glacis. Then did they pour into them 
such a tremendous volley, that the very hiUs quaked around, and 
were terrified even unto an incontinence of water, insomuch that 
certain springs burst forth from their sides, wliich continue to run 
unto the present day. Not a Dutchman but would have bitten 
the dust beneath that dreadful fire, had not the protecdng Minerva 
kindly taken care that tlie Swedes should, one and all, observe 
their usual custom of shutting their eyes and turning away their 
beads at the moment of dtBchaig^- 
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The Sweied followed up iheir Are by leaping tbe oomiier- 
ficarp, and falling tooth and nail upon the foe with furious outcries. 
Aod now might be seen prodigies of valor^ munatched in higtoiy 
or song. Here was the sturdy Sloffel Biinkerhoff brandishing 
his quait^staff, like the giant Blandenm his oak tree (for he 
Boorned to carry any other weapon), and drumming a horrific 
tune upon the hard heads of the Swedish sddiery* There were the 
Van Kbrtlandts, posted at .a distanoe, like the Loerian archers of 
yore, aiid plying it must potently ^\ ill! the lon«^-bow, for uliich 
they were so justly renowned. On a ri&ing imoU were gathered 
the valiant men of Sing-Sing, assisting marvelouslj in the fight^ 
hy chanting the great song of St. Nicholas ; but as to the G«rde- 
niers of Hudson, they were absent on a marauding party, laying 
waste the neighboring watermeloa patches. 

Li a different part of the field were the Tan GtoHs of 
Anthony's Nose, struggling to get to the thickest of the fight, but 
horribly perplexed in a defile between two hills, by reason of the 
length of their nosesr So also the Yaa Bunedbotans of Nyack 
and Eakiat, so renowned for kiddng wl& Ae left foot, were 
brought to a stand for want of wind, in consequence of the hearty 
dinner they bad eaten, and would have been put to utter rout but 
for the arrival of a gallant corps of voltigeuxs, composed of the 
Hoppers, who advanced nimbly to their assistance on one foot 
Nor must I omit to mention the valiant achievements of Antony 
Van Corlear, who» for a good quarter of an hour, waged stubborn 
fight with a little pursy Swedish drummer; whose hide he 
dniTnined most magnificently, and whom he would iafalliby have 
annihilated on the spot, but that he had come into the battle with 
no other weapon but his trumpet 

But now the combat ihiekened^^)n came the mighty Jacobus 
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Yam Vaager and fighthigiiieii of iha WaDabmii ; after them 
thundered the Tan Pelts of Eeopus, together with the Van Rip- 
pers and the Vaii Brunts, bearing down all before them — then the 
Suy Dams, and the Van Dams, pressing forward with many a 
hltntering oath, at the head of the warriors of Hdl-gate, dad in 
their thunder and lightning gaberdines ; and lastly, the standard- 
bearers and body-guards of Peter Stuyresant, bearing the great 
beayerof the Manhattoes. 

And now eommenced the horrid din, the desperate struggle, 
the maddening ferocity, the frantic desperation, the confusion and 
self-abandonment of war. Dutcliman and Swede commingled, 
tugged, panted, and blowed. The heavens were darkened with 
a tempest of missiTes. Bang! went the guns— whadt! went 
tlie broad-swords — thump! went the cudgels— crash ! went the 
musket^stocks — ^blows — kicks — cofis-— scratches — ^black ejes and 
bloody noses swelling the horrors of the scene I Thick thwadc, 
cot and haek, heilter4kelt«r, higgledy-piggledy, hnrly-hnrly, head 
OTer heels, rough and tumble ! — Dunder and blixum 1 swore the 
Dutchmen — splitter and sphitter ! cried the Swed ea — Storm the 
woiks ! shouted Hardkoppig Peter — ^Fire tho mine ! roared stoat 
Rtsi:igli— Tanta-ra-ra-ra I twanged tlie trumpet of Antony Van 
Corlear — ^until all voice and sound became uninteiiiL'^il'Je — gnmts 
of pain, yells of ibry, and shonts of triumph mingling in one 
hideous clamor. The earth shook asif struck with a pandytie stroke 
— ^trecs plii uiik aghast, and withered at the sight — rocks bin ro\ 'ed 
in the ground like rabbits — and even Christina creek tunied from 
its course, and ran up a hill in breathless terror! 

Long hung the contest doubtful, for though a heavy shower 
of rain, sent by the " cloud-compelling Jove," in some measure 
cooled their ardor, as doth a bucket of water thrown on a grouf 
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of fighting mastifis, yet did they but pause for a moment, to re- 
turn with teoibld fury to the charge. Just at this juncture a vast 
and dense column of smoke was seen slowly rolling toward 
the scene of batHe. The eombalants paused for a moment, 
gazing in mute astonishment until the wind, dispelling the murky 
cloud, revealed the flaunting banner of Michael Paw the Patroon 
of Commimipaw* That valiant chieftain came fearlessly on at 
the head of a phalanx of ojster-fed Pavonians and a corps de 
reserve of the Van Arsdales and Van Bummels, vvlio had re- 
mained behind to digest the enormous dinner they had eaten. 
These now trudged manfully forward, smoking fheir pipes with 
outrageous vigor, so as to raise the awful cloud that has been- 
mentioned; but marching exceedingly slow, being short ot leg, 
and of great rotundity in the belt 

And now the deities who watched over the fiyrtnnes of the 
Nederianders having unthinkingly \e(t the field and stepped into 
a neighboring tavern to refresh tliemselves with a pot of beer, 
a direful catastrophe had well nigh ensued. Scarce had the 
myrmidons of Michael Paw attained the front of hatfle, whoi 
the Swedes, instructed by the cunning Rlsingh, leveled a shower 
of blows full at their tobacco-pipes. Astounded at this assault, 
and dismayed at the havoc of their pipes, these ponderons 
waraiors gave way, and like a drove of fii^tened dephants 
broke through the ranks of their own army. The Httle Hoppers 
were borne down in the surge : the sacred banner emblazoned 
with the gigantic oyster of Communipaw was trampled in the 
dirt: on blundered and thundered the heavy-stemed fugitives, 
the Swedes pressing on their rear and applying their feet a parte 
poiU of the Van Arsdales and Van Bummels with a vigor 



Digitized Ja^ CoQgle 



» 



HISTORY OP NEW-TORK. 



that prodigiously accelerated their movements — nor did the ie> 
now&ed Michael Paw himself fiul to reoehse dhrers grievoiia and 
dishonorable visitatioiis of shoe leather. 

But wLat, oh Muse ! was the rage of Peter Stuyvesant, when 
from a£ir he saw his army giving w|ty ! In the transports of his 
wralh he sent fortii a roar, enough to shake the very hiDs. 
The men of the Manhattoes plucked up new courage at the 
sound; or rather, they rallied at the voice of their leader, of 
whom they stood more in awe than of all the Swedes in Chria- 
endouL Without waiting for iheir aid, the daring Peter dashed 
bword ill hand into the thickest of the foe. Then might be seen 
achievements worthy of the days of the giants. Wherever he 
went, the enemy shrank before him ; the Swedes fled to right 
and left, or were driven, like dogs, into their own ditch ; but, as 
he pushed forwrird singly with headlong courage, the foe closed 
behind and hung upon his rear. One sdmed a blow full at his 
heart; but the protecting power which watches over the great 
and good turned aside the hostile blade and directed it to a side- 
pocket, where reposed an enormous iron tobacco-box, endowed, 
like the shield of Achilles, with supernatural powers, doubtless 
from bearing the portrait of the blessed St. Kicholas. Peter 
Stuyvesant tnmed like an angry bear upon the foe, and sdzing 
him as he fled, by an immeasurable queue, "Ah whoreson cater- 
pillar," roared he, here's what shall make worms' meat of thee i" 
So sayin|^ he whirled his sword and dealt a blow that would have 
deeapitated the varlet, but that the pitying steel struck short and 
shaved the queue forever from his crown. At this moment an ar- 
quebuder leveled his piece from a neighboxuig mound, with deadly 
aim ; but the watcfaM Minerva, who had just stopped to tie up 
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her garter, seeing the peril of her favorite hero, sent old Boreas 
witli his bellows, who, as the match descended to the pan, gave a 
blast that blew the priming from the touch-hole. 

Thus waged the fight, when the stoat Rbingh, snryeying the 
field from the top of a little ravelin, perceived his troops banged, 
beaten, and kicked by the invincible Feter. Drawing his falchion 
and uttering a thousand anathemas, he strode down to the scene 
of combat with some such thundering strides as Jupiter is said by 
Hesiod to have taken, when he strode down the spheres to hurl 
his thunderbolts at the Titans. 

When the rival heroes came fbce to face, each made a prodi- 
gious start in the style of a veteran stage champion. Then did 
they regard each other for a moment with the bitter aspect of 
two furious ram-cats on the point of a dapper-dawing. Then 
did they throw themselTes into one attitude, then into another, 
striking their swords on the ground first on the right side, then 
on the left — at laat at it they went, with incredible feroci^. 
Words cannot teU the prodigies of strength and valor displayed 
in this direful encounter— an encounter compared to winch the 
far-famed battles of Ajax with Hector, of JEneas with Turnus, 
Orlando with Rodomonty Gruy of Warwick with Oolbrand the 
Dane, or of that renowned Welsh knight, Sir Owen of the Moun- 
tains, with the giant Guylon, were all ^ntle sports and holyday 
recreations. At length the valiant Peter, watching his opportu- 
nity, aimed a blow, enough to cleave his adversary to the very 
chine ; but Risingh, nimbly raising his sword, warded it off so 
narrowly, that glancing on one side, it shaved away a huge can- 
teen in which he carried his liquor; tfioioe pursuing its trenchant 
course, it severed off a deep coat pocket, stored with bread and 
cheese — which provant rolling among the armies, occasioned a 
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fearful scrambling between the Swedes and Dutchmen, and made 
the general battle to wax ten times more furious than ever. 

Enraged to see his miHtary stores laid waste, the stout 
Rishigh, collecting all his forces, fumed a mighty blow full at the 
hero's crest In vain did his iierce little cocked hat oppose its 
course. The biting steel clove through the stubborn ram beaver, 
and would have eracked the crown of anj one not endowed with 
supernatural hardness of head ; but the brittle weapon shivered 
in pieces on the skull of Hardkoppig Piet, shedding a thousand 
sparkSy like beams of glory round his grizslj visage. 

The good Peter reeled with the blow, and turning up his eyes 
beheld a tliousand suns, beside moons and sLars, dancing about 
the Armament — at length, missing his footing, hj reason of his 
wooden leg, down he came <m his seat of honor with a crash which 
shook the surrounding hills, and might have wrecked his frame, 
had he not been received into a cushion softer than velvet, which 
Providence or Minerva, or St. Nicholas, or some kindly cow had 
benevolently prepared for his reception. 

The fhrions Risingh, in despite of the maxim, cherished by 
all true knights, that " fair play is a jewel," hastened to take 
advantage of the hero's fall ; but, as he stooped to give a fatal 
blow, Peter Stnyvesant dealt him a thwack over the sconce 
with his wooden leg, which set a chime of bells ringing triple bob 
majors in his cerebellum. The bewildered Swede staggered with 
the blow, and the wary Peter seizing a pocket-pistol, which lay 
hard by, discharged It ftdl at the head of the reeling Risingfa. 
Let not mj reader mistake ; it was not a murderous weapon loaded 
with powder and ball ; but a little sturdy stone pottle charged to 
the muzzle with a double dram of true Dutch courage, which the 
knowing Antcmy Van Corlear carried about him by way of xe- 
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plenwMng liis yalor; and wkkh bad diopped horn hui wallet 
during his fbrious encoimter wUh the dramiiier. The hideous 

weapon sang through the air, and true to its course as was the 
fragment of a rock diachaiged at Hector by bollj ^ax, encoun- 
tered the head of the gigantic Swede with matchleas violenee. 

This heaven-directed blow decided the battle. The ponderous 
pericranium of General Jan Risiugh &ank upon his breast ; his 
knees tottered under him ; a death-like torpor seized upon his 
irame, and he tumbled to the earth with such violence, that old 
Pluto started with idFrii/lit, lest he should have broken through 
the roof of his internal palace. 

His &U was the signal of defeat and victoty — ^the Swedes 
gave way — ^the Dutch pressed forwurd ; the former took to theur 
heels, the latter hotly pursued. — Some entered witii them, pell- 
mell| through the sally-^rt — others stormed the bastion, and 
others scrambled over the curtaiin. Thus in a Httle while the for- 
tress of Fort Christina, which, like another Troy, had stood a 
siege of full ten hours, was carried by assault, without the loss of 
a single man on either side. Victory, in the likeness of a gigan- 
tic ox-£y, sat perched upon the codced hat of the gallant Stuy- 
vesant, and it was declared, by all the writers whom lie liircd to 
write the history of his expedition, that on this memorable day 
he gained a sufficient quantity of glory to immortalize a dozen of 
the greatest heroes in CShristendom 1 
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IN WHICH THE AUIHOB AND IH£ READER, WHILE BEFOSINO 
▲YTBB TBB BATTLE, FALL INTO A YEET OBAYE PIBCOUBSB — 
AFTER WHICH IS RECORDBD THB CONDUCT OF PBTBR 8TUT- 

VESAKT AFTER HIS VICTORY. 

Thanks to St. Nicholas, we faave safely finished this tremendous 

battle : let us sii dowu, my worthy reader, and cool ourselves, for 
I am in a prodigious sweat and agitatitm — truly this fighting of 
battles is hot work I and if your great eonunanders did but know 
what trouble they give their historians, they would not have the 
conscience to achieve so many horrible victories. But metliinks 
I hear my reader complain, that throughout this boasted battle 
there is not the least slaughter, nor a single indiyidoal maimed, if 
we except the unhappy Swede, who was shorn of his queue by 
the trenchant blade of Prtcr Sfcuyvesant ; all which, he observes, 
is a great outrage on probability, and hig^y injurious to the inters 
est of the narration. 

This is certainly an objection of no little moment, but it arises 
entirely from the obscurity enveloping the remote periods of time 
about which I hare undertaken to write. Thus^ though doubt* 
less, from the importance of the object, and the prowess of the 
parties concerned, there must have been terrible carnage, and 
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prodigies of valor displayed beibre the walls of Christmas je^ 
notwithstanding that I have oonsiilted every history, manuscripty 

iuid u adition, touching tlus memorable though long-forgotten bat- 
tle, I cannot find mentioii made of a single man killed or wounded 
in the whole afi&ir. 

This is, without doubt, owing to the extreme modesty of our 
forefathers, who, unlike their descendantSy were never prone to 
vaunt of their achievements ; but it is a virtue which places their 
historian in a most embarrassing predicament ; Ibr, having pro- 
mised my readers a liideous and unparalleled battle, and having 
worked them up into a warlike and bloodthirsty stiite of mind ; 
to put them off without any havoc and slaughter would have been 
as bitter a disappointment as to summon a multitude of good peo- 
ple to attend an execution, and then cruelly balk them by a 
reprieve. 

Had the fates only allowed me some half a score of dead men, 

I had been content ; for I would have made them such heroes as 
abounded in the oldeu time, but whose race is now unibrtunately 
extinct; any one of whom, if we may believe those authentic 
writers, the poets, could drive great armies like sheep before him, 
and conquer and desolate whole cities by his single arm. 

But seeing that I had not a single life at my disposal, ail that 
was left me was to make the most I could of my battle, by means 
of kicks, and enfi^, and bruises, and such like ignoble wounds. 
And here I cannot but compare my dilemma, in some sort, to 
that of the divine Milton, who, having arrayed with sublime 
preparation his immortal hosts against each other, is sadly put to 
it how to manage them, and how he shall make the end of his 
battle answer to the beginning ; inasmuch as, being mere spirits, 
he cannot deal a mortal blow, nor even (^ve a flesh wound to any 
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of his combatants. For my part, the greatest difficulty I found 
was, when T had once put my warriors in a passion, and let them 
loose into the midst of the enemy, to keep^ them ftom doing 
mischief. Many a time had I to restrain the sturdy Peter from 
cleaving a gigantic Swede to the very waistband, or spitting half 
a dozen little fellows on ius sword, like so many sparrows. And 
when I had set some hundred of missives flying in the air, I did 
not dare to suffer one of them to reach the ground, lest it should 
have put an end to some unlucky Dutchman. 

The reader caxmot conceive how mortifying it is to a writer 
thus in a manner to have his hands tied, and how many tempting 
opportunittes I had to wink at, where I might have made as fine 
a death-blow as any recorded in history or song. 

From my own experience I begin to doubt most potently of 
the authenticity of many of Homer^s stories. I verily believe, 
that when he had once launched one of his favorite heroes among 
a crowd of the encMiiy, he cut down many an honest fellow, 
without any authority for so doing, excepting that he presented a 
fair mark — and that often a poor fellow was sent to grim Plnto'a 
domains, merely because he had a name that would ^ve a Round- 
ing turn to a period. But 1 disclaim ail such unprincipled iiber> 
ties — ^let me but have truth and the law on my side, and no man 
would fight harder than myseli^bnt since the various records I 
consulted did not warrant it, I had too much conscience to kill a 
single soldier. — By St. Nicholas, but it would have been a pretty 
piece of business ! My enemies, the critics, who I foresee will 
be ready enough to lay any crime they can discover at my door, 
might have charged me with murder outright — and I should have 
esteemed myself lucky to escape with no harsher verdict than 
maoslaiighter! 
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And now» gentle feader, thai we are traaqulllj ritting down 
here, smoking our pipes, permit me to indulge in a melancholy 

reflection which at this moment passes across my mind. — How 
vain, how fleeting, how uncertain ace all those gaudy bubbles ailer 
which we are panting and tcaling in this world of fiiir delu^ons I 
The wealth which the miser has amassed with so many weary 
days, so many sleepless nights, a spendthrift heir may squander 
away in joyless prodigality;^ — the noblest monuments which pride 
has ever reared to perpetuate a name, the hand of time will 
shortly tumble into ruins — and eren the brightest laurels, gained 
by teats of arms, may wither, and be for ever blighted by the 
chilling neglect of mankind* — ^How many illustrious heroes," 
says the good Bo&tius, who were once the pride and gloiy of 
the age, hath the silence of historians buried in eternal oblivion !** 
And this it was that induced the Spartans, when they went to 
battle, solemnly to sacrifice to the Muses, supplicating that their 
achieyements might be worthily recorded. Had not Homer 
timed liis lofty lyre, observes the elegant Cicero, the valor of 
Achilles had remained unsung. And such too, after all the toils 
and perils he had braved, after all the gallant actions he had 
achieved, such too had nearly been the fate of the chivalric 
Peter Stuvvesant, but that I fortunately stepped in and engraved 
his name on the indelible tablet of history, just as the caitiff 
Time was silently brushing it away forever I 

The more I reflect, the more I am astonished at the important 
character of the historian. He is the sovereign censor, to deride 
upon the renown or infamy of his fellow-men. He is the patron 
of kings and conquerors, on whom it depends whether they shall 
live in after«gea, or be forgotten as were their anoestom before 
them. The tyrant may oppress while the object of his tyranny 
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exists; but the historian possesses superior iiilghl» te his povrer 

extends eyen beyond the grare. Hie shades of departed and 
loDg-forgotten lieroes anxiausly bend down from above, vvhilo 
he writes, watehing each moyement of his pen, whether it shall 
pass by theur names with neglect, or inscribe them on the death- 
less pages of renown. Even the drop of ink which hangs trem- 
bling on hi^ pen, which he may either dash upon the fioor, or 
waste in idle scrawlings — that yery drop, which to him is not 
worth the twentieth part of a farthing, may be of incalculable 
value to some departed worthy — nmy elevate half a score, in one 
moment, to inmiortality, who would have given worlds, had they 
possessed them, to ensure the glorious meed. 

Let not my readers imagine, however, that I am indulging in 
vainglorious boastings, or am anxious to blazon forth the impor- 
tance of my tribe. On the contrazy, I shrink when I reflect on 
the awful responsibili^ we historians assume— I shudder to think 
what direful commotions and calamities we occasion in the world 
swear to thee, honest reader, as I am a man, I weep at the 
very ideal Why, let me ask, are so many illustrious men dail/ 
tearing themselves away ftx>m the embraces of their fiunilies — 
slighting tlic smiles of beauty — despising the allurements of for- 
tune, and exposing themselves to the miseries of war ? — Why are 
kings desolating empires, and depopulating whole countries ? In 
short, what induces all great men, of all ages and countries, to 
cominit so many victories aiid misdeeds, and inflict so many mise- 
ries upon mankind and upon themselves, but the mere hope that 
some historian will kindly take them into notice, and admit them 
into a comer of his volume ? For, in short, the mighty object of 
all their toils, their hardships, and privations, is nothing but 
immortal /am$ — and what is immortal fame? why, half a 
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page of dirty paper 1 elas I alas ! liow himuliatang the idea^ 

that the renown of so great a man as Peter Stuyvesant ehoald 
depend upon the pen ot so little a man afl Diedrich Knicker- 
boekerl 

And now, having re&eshed onrselvea after the &tigue8 and 

perils of the field, it behooves us to return once more to the scene 
of conflict, and inquire what were the results of this renowned 
conquesti The fortress of Christina being the fair metiopolisi 
and in a manner the key to Kew-Sweden, its capture was speedilj 
followed by the entire subjugation of the province. This was not 
a little promoted hj the gallant and courteous deportment of the 
cfaivalric Peter. Though a man terrible in battle, yet in the hour 
of victory was lie endued with a spirit generous, merciful, and 
humaue« He vaunted not over his enemies, nor did he make 
defeat more gaUing hj unmanly insults ; for like that minor of 
knightly virtue, the renowned Paladin Orlando, he was more 
auxious to do great actions than to Uilk ul ihcia after they were 
done. He put no man to death ; ordered no houses to be burnt 
down I pennitted no ravages to be perpetrated on the property of 
the vanquished ; and even gave one of his bravest officers a severe 
admonishment with liis walking-staflT, for having been detected in 
the act (tf sacking a hen-roost. 

He moreover issued a prochimalaon, inviting tiie inhabitants 
to submit to the authority of their High Mightinesses; but 
declaring, with unexampled clemency, that whoever refused should 
be lodged at the publie expense, in a goodly castle provided for 
the purpose, and have an armed retinue to wait on them in the 
bargain. In consequence of these beneficent terms, about thirty 
Swedes stepped manfiilly forward and took the oath of allegiance i 
in reward for whidi they were gradoiuily permitted to remain on 
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the banks of the Delaware, where their descendants reside at this 
▼eiy day. I am told, however, by diirers obserrant travelerBy that 
they have never been able to get over die ehap-fallen looks of 

their ancestors ; but that they still do strangely transmit from 
lather to son manifest marks of the sound drubbing given them 
by the sturdy Amsterdammers. 

The whole conntty of New-Sweden, having dins yielded to 
the arms of the triumphant Peter, was reduced to a colony 
called South Kiver, and placed under the superinU^ndence of a 
lieutenant-governor; sobject to the control of the supreme gov* 
ernment of New-Amsterdam. This great dignitary was called 
Mynheer William Beekman, or rather jBeck-maxij who derived his 
surname, as did Ovidius Naso of yore, from the lordly dimen- 
sions of his nose, which projected from the centre of his counte- 
nance, like the beak of a parrot He was the great progenitor 
of the tribe of the Beekmans, one of the most ancient and honora- 
ble families of the province ; the members of which do gratefully 
commemorate the origin of their dignity ; not as your noble fami- 
lies in England would do, by having a glowing proboscis embla- 
zoned in their escutcheon ; but by one and all wearing a right 
geodly nose, stuck in the very middle of their faces. 

Thus was this perilous enterprise gloriously terminated, with 
the loss of only two men, — Wolfert Van Home, a tall spare man, 
who was knocked overboard by the boom of a sloop in a flaw of 
wind ; and tiit Brom Yen Bummel, who was suddenly carried off 
by an indigestion ; bodi, however, were immortalised, as liaving 
bravely fallen in the service of their country. True it is, Peter 
Stuyvesant bad one of his limbs terribly fractured in the act of 
Storming the fortress ; but as It was fortunately bis wooden legt 
the woimd was promptly and effectually healed. 
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And now notbing remams to this branch of my history but to 
mention that this immaculate hero, and his victorious army, 
returned joyously to the Manhattoes ; where they made a solemn 
and triumphant entry, bearing with them the conquered Risingh, 
and the ivmiiant of his battered crew, who had refused allegiance ; 
for it appears that the gigantic Swed(^ had only fallen into a swoon, 
at the end of the battle, from which he was speedily restored by 
a wholesome tweak of the nose. 

These captive lieroes were lodged, according to the promise 
of the governor, at the public expense, in a fair and spacious 
castle ; being the prison of state, of which StoiTel Brinkerhoff, 
the immortal conqueror of Oyster Bay, was appointed governor ; 
and which has ever since remained in the possession of his 
descendants.* 

It was a pleasant and goodly sight to witness the joy of the 
people of New-Amsterdam, at beliokling their warriors once 
more return from this war in tlie wilderness. The old women 
thronged round Antony Van Corlear, who gave the whole 
history of the campaign with matchless accuracy; saving that 
he took the credit of fighting the whole battle himself, and 
especially of vanquishing the stout Risingh ; which he considered 
bunself as clearly entitled to^ seeing that it was eflSscted by his 
own stone pottle. 

The schoolmasters throughout the town gave holiday to their 
little urduDS^ — who followed in droves after the drums, with 
paper caps on their beads, and sticks in their breeches, thus 
taking the ^rst lesson in the art of war. As to the sturdy 

* This castle, though very mneh altered and modeniized, is atill in being, 
and etandfl at the comer of Peail-street, &cing Coentie's elip. 
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rabble, they tbionged at the heels of Peter Stnyvesant wher- 
ever he went, waving their greasy bats in the air, and shouting 
" Hardkoppig Piet for ever T 

It was indeed a day of roaring rout and jubilee. A huge 
dinner was prepared at the Stadtboiise In honor of the con- 
querors, where were assembled in one gionouo constellation the 
great and little luminaries of New-Amsterdam. There were 
tiie lordly Schout and his obsequious deputy — the burgomasters 
with their officious schepens at their elbows — ^the subaltern 
oliicers at the elbows of the schepens, and so on down to the 
lowest hanger-on of police ; every tag having his rag at his side^ 
to fmish his pipe, drink off his heel-taps, and laugh at his flights 
of immortal dullness. In short — for a city feast is a city feast 
aU the world over, and has been a city feast ever since the 
creation — ^the dinner went off much the same as do our great 
corporation junketings and fourth of July banquets. Loads of 
ii^li, llesh, and fowl were devoured, oceans of liquor drunk, 
thousands of pipes smoked, and many a dull joke honored with 
much obstreperous fat-sided laughter. 

I must not omit to mention, that to this far-famed victory 
Peter Stuyvesant was indebted for another of his many titles 
^for so hugely delighted were the honest burghers with his 
achievements, that fhey unanimously honored him with the name 
of Pieter de Oroodt, that is to say Peter the Great ; or, as it 
was translated into English by the people of New- Amsterdam, 
for the benefit of their New England visitors, Piet de piff — an 
appellation which he maintained even unto the day of his deallL 
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CONTAINING THE THIRD PART OF THE REION OF PETER 
THE HEADSTRONC^-ms TROUBLES WITH THE BRITISH 

NATION, AND THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE DUTCH 
DYNASTY. 

CHAPTER L 

BOW PETEB STinrySSANT BBLIBYSD THE SOYEBEIGV FBOPLB 

FROM THE BURTHEN OF TAKING CARE OF THE NATION ; 
WITH 8UNPILX PAKTIGHLA&S Off HIS OOMDUOX VX TIME 
OF PEACE, ANP OF THE BIBB OF A GREAT DDTCB ABIB- 
TOCRACT. 

The history of the reign of Peter Stayvesant furnishes an 

edifying picture of the cares and vexations inseparable from 
sovereignty, and a solemn warning to all who are ambitious of 
attaining the seat of honor. Though returning in triumph and 
crowned with victory, his exultation was checked on observing 
the abuses which had sprung up in New- Amsterdam during his 
short absence. His walking-staff, which he had sent home to 
act as his yicegerent, had, it is true, kept his council-chamber in 
order; the counsellors eyeing it with awe, as it lay in grim 
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repose upon the table, and smoking their pipes in silence ; but 
its control extended not out of doors. 

The populace unforhmately had had too much then* own way 
under the slack thougii fitful reign of William the Testy ; and 
though upon the accession of Peter Stujresant they had felt, 
with the instinctiye perception which mobs as well as cattle 
possess, that the reins of government had passed into stronger 
hands, yet could they not help fretting and chafing and champing 
upon the bit, in restive silence. 

Scarcely, therefore, had he departed on his expedition against 
the Swedes, than the old factions of William Kieft's reign had 
.again thrust their heads above water. Pot-house meetings were 
again held to discuss the state of the nation," where cobblers, 
tinkers, and tailors, the self-dubbed fHends of the people," once 
mure felt themselves inspired with the gift of legislation, and un- 
dertook to lecture on every movement of government. 

Now, as Peter Stuyvesant had a singular inclination to govern 
the prov!'ace by his individual will, his first move, on his return, was 
to put a stop to this gratuitous legislation. Accordingly, one eve- 
ning, when an inspired cobbler was holding forth to an assemblage 
of the kind, the intrepid Peter suddenly made his appearance, 
with his ominous walking-staff in his hand, and a countenance 
sufiicient to petrify a mill-stone. The whole meeting was thrown 
into confusion — the orator stood aghast, with open mouth and 
trembling knees, while " horror ! tyranny I liberty I rights ! taxes I 
death ! destruction !** and a host of other patriotic phrases were 
bolted forth before he had time to close his lips. Peter took no 
notice of the skulking throng, but strode up to the brawling bully- 
ruffian, and pulling out a huge silver watch, which might have 
served in times of yore as a town-dock, and which is still retained 
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bj liis descendaots as a fanuly curiosity, requested the orator to 

mend it, and set it going. The orator liuaibly confessed it was 
utterly out of his power, as he was unacquainted with the imture 
of its constniction. Nay, but," said Peter, *^ tty your ingenuity, 
man ; you see all the springs and wheels, and bow easily the 
clumsiest hand may stop it, and pull it to piices ; and why should 
it not be equally easy to regulate as to stop it ?** The orator de« 
dared that bis trade was wholly different — that he was a poor 
cobbler, and had never meddled with a watdi in his life — that 
there were men skilled in the art, whose business it was to attend 
to those matters ; but for his part, he should only mar the work- 
manship and put the whole in confusion ^ Why, bailee, mas^ 

ter of mine," ' cried Peter, turning suddenly upon him, with a 
countenance that almost petrified the patclier of shoes into a per- 
fect lapstone — *^ dost thou pretend to meddle with the movements 
of govemment^-to regulate, and correct, and patch, and cobble a 
complicated machine, the principles of which are above thy com- 
prehension, and its simplest operations too subtle for thy under- 
standing, when thou canst not correct a trifling error in a common 
piece of mechanism, the whole mystery of which is open to thy 
inspection ? — ^Hence with thee to the leather and stone, which are 
emblems of thy head ; cobble thy shoes, and confine thyself to the 
vocation for whidi Heaven has fitted thee — ^but," elevating his 
voice until it made the welkin ring, ^if ever I cateh thee, or any 
of thy tribe, meddling again with alfairs of government, by St. 
Nicholas, but Til have every mother*s bastard of ye flay*d ahve, 
and your hides stretehed for drum-heads, that ye may thenceforth 
make a noise to some purpose P 

Tliis threat, and tlie tremendous voice in which it was uttered, 
caused the whole multitude to quake with fear. The hair of the 
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orator me on his like his own swine's bristles, and not a 
knight of the thimble present but his heart died within him, and 

he felt as though ho could have verily escaped tlirougli the eye 
of a needle. The assembly dispersed in sileut consternation ; the 
pseudo statesmen who had liitherto ondertaken to regulate public 
aflairs, were now fun to stay at home, hold their tongues, and 
take oare of their families ; and party feuds died away to such a 
. degree^ that many thriying keepers of tayems and dram-shops 
were utterly mined for want of business. But though this meap 
sure produced the desired effect in putting an exdnguiaher on the 
new lights just brightening up : yet did it tend to injure the popu- 
larity of the Great Peter with the thinking part of the community : 
that is to say, that part which think for others instead of for them* 
selves ; or, hi other words, who attend to every body's business but 
their own. These accused the old governor of being highly aris- 
tocratical, and in truth there seems to have been some ground for 
such an accusation ; for he carried himself with a lofty soldier- 
like air, and was somewliat particular in his dress, appearing, 
when not in uniform, in rich apparel of the antique Haundrish 
ent^ and was especially noted for having his sound leg (which was 
a very comely one) always arrayed in a red stocking and high- 
heeled shoe. 

Justice he often dispensed in the primitive patriarchal way, 
seated on the stoep " before his door, under the shade of a great 
button-wood tree ; but all visits of form and state were received 
with something of court ceremony in the best parlor; where 
Antony the Trumpeter officiated as high chamberlain. On public 
occasions he appeared with great pomp of equipage, and alwajrs 
rode to church in a yellow wagon with flaming red wheels. 

These symptoms of state and ceremony, as we have hinted. 
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wm nmch caviled at by the thinking (and talking) part of the 
oommunlty. They had been aocastomed to find easy aoeess to 

their former governors, and io pai'ticulur had lived on terms of 
extrejue iutimacy with Wiiliam the Testy, and they accused Peter 
Stayvesant of aasoming too much dignity and reserve, and of 
wrapping himself in mystery. Others, bowev^» have pretended 
to discover in all this a siirewd policy on the part of the old gov- 
ernor. It is certainly of the first importance, say they, that a 
country should be governed by wise men : but then it is almost 
equally important that the people should think them wise ; fi>r 
this belief alone can produce willing subordination. To keep up, 
bowever, this desirable confidence in rulers, the pec^le should be 
allowed to see as Utde of them as possible. It is the mystery 
which envelopes great men, that gives them half their greatness. 
There is a lUnd of superstitious reverence for office which leads 
OS to exaggerate the merits of the occupant ; and to suppose that 
be must be wiser than common men. He, however, who gains 
access to cabinets, soon finds out by what foolisluiess the w^orld is 
governed. Ue finds that there is quackery in legislation as in 
every thing else ; that rulers have their whims and errors as well 
as other men, and are not so wondeifuUy superior as he had imar 
gined, since even he may occasionally confute them in argument. 
Thus awe subsides into confidence, confidence inspires fami- 
liarity, and familiarity produces contempt Such was the case, 
say they, with William the Testy. By making himself too easy 
of access he enabled every scrub-politician to measure wits with 
him, aii to find out the true dimensions not only of his person 
but of hto mind: and thus it was that, by being familiarly scan- 
ned, he was discovered to be a very little man. Petw Stuyve- 
sant, on the contrary, say they, by conducting himseli with dignity 
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and loltiiieaB, was looked up to with great reyeFence. Ab he neyer 
gaye hia reasons for any thing he did, the public gaye him credit 

for very profound ones ; every iiiuvciiient, however iiiuiiisicaily 
uoimportant, was a matter of speculation; and his very red 
stockings excited some respect) as being different fimn the stock* 
inga of other men. 

Anoiher charge again^>t Peter Stuyvesant was that he had a 
great leaning in fayor of the patricians : and indeed in his time 
rose many of those mighty Dutch fiunilies whidi haye taken sndi 
vigorous root, and branched out so luxuriantly in our State. 
Some, to be sure, were of earlier date, sucli as the Van Kortlandts, 
the Van Zandts, the Ten Broecksy the Harden Broecks, and others 
of Payonian renown, who gloried in the title of *^ IMscoyerers," from 
having been engaged in the nautical expedition from Communi- 
paw, in which they so heroically braved the ten-ors of Hell-gate 
and Bttttennilk-channel»and disooyered a site for New-Amsterdam. 

Others claimed to themselyes the appellation of Conquerors, 
{rom their gallant achievements in New-Sweden and their victory 
oyer the Yankees at Oyster Bay. Such was that list oi' warlike 
worthies heretofore enumerated, beginning with the Van WjckSi 
the Van Dycks, and the Ten Eycks, and extending to the Rut^ 
gers, the Bensons, the BrinkerhotiVj and the Schermerhorns ; a 
roll equal to the Doomsday Book of William the Conqueror, 
atid establishing the heroic origin of many an ancient aristocratical 
Dutch family. These, after all, are the only legitimate nobility 
and lords of the soil ; these are the real beavers of the Man- 
hattoes and much does it grieye me in modem days to r <e them 
elbowed aside by foreign inyaders, and more especially by those 
ingenious ] leople, " the Sons of the Pilgrims who out-bargain 
them in the market, out-speculate them on the exchange, out-top 
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them in fortune^ and run up mushroom palaces so high, that 
the tallest Dutch family mansion has not wind enough left for its 
weather-cook. 

In the pixmd days of Peter Stuyvesant, however, the good 
old Dutch aristocracy loomed out in all its grandeur. The burly 
buigher» in round-crowned ilaundrish hat with brim of vast cir- 
cumference ; in partly gabardine and bulbous multiplicity of 
breeches, sat on his "stoep" and smoked his pipe in lordly 
sil (uce, nor did it ever enter his brain that the active, 'restless 
Yankee, whom he saw tbrough his half-shut eyes worrying about 
in dog-day heat, ever intent on the main chance, was one day to 
usurp control over these goodly Dutch domains. Already, how- 
ever, the niees regarded each other with disparaging eye* The 
Yankees sneeringly spoke of the ronnd-erowned burghers of the 
Manliattoes as the " Copper-heads while the latter, glorying in 
their own nether rotundity, and observing the slack galligaskins 
of their rivals, flapping like an empty sail against the mast, 
retorted upon them with the epprobrions appellation of Platter^ • 
breeches." 
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HOW FSTSB BTUTTBSANT LABOBSD TO OITILIZE THE GOMMU- 
mTY— HOW HB WAS ▲ OBEAT FROKOTBR OF H0LTI>AT8^ 

HOW HE INSTITUTED KISSING ON NEW-YEAR'S DAT— HOW 
HE DISTEIBUIED FUDDLES THBOUOHOUT THE NKW-NETH- 
XBLAMVa — ^HOW HB YBNTUBBD TO B8F0RH TRB LADIES* 
FBTTXCOATS, AVO HOW HB OAUaHT A TABTAB» 

From what I liave reoonnted in the forgoing chapter I would 
not have it imagined that the great Peter was a tyrannical 

• potentate, ruling with ii i*od of iron. On the contrary, where 
the dignity of office permitted he abounded in generosity and 
condescension. If he refused the brawling mnUitnde the right 
of ndsnile, he at least endeavored to rule them in righteousness. 
To spread abundance in the land, he oblip^ed the bakers to give 
thirteen loaves to the dozen — golden rule which remains a 
monument of his beneficence. So far from indulging in unrea- 
sonable ansterity, he delighted to see the poor and the laboring 
man rejoice ; and for this purpose he was a great promoter of 
holydajs. Under his reign there was a great cracking of eggs 
at Paas or Easter ; Whitsuntide or Finxfter also flourished in all 
its bloom ; and never were stockings better filled on the eve of 
the blessed St Nicholas, 
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New-yw^s day, hoireyer, was 1i!b favorite fesdval, aad was 

ushered in by the ringipg of bells and firing of guns. On that 
genial day the fountains of hospitality were broken up, and the 
whole eommiiDity was deluged with cherry-bnoidy, tnie HoUandSi 
and mulled cider; every house was a temple to the jolly god; 
and many a provident vagabond got drunk out of pure economy, 
taking in liquor enough gratis to senre him half a year after- 
wards. 

The great assemblage, however, was at the governor's house, 
whither repaired all the bi^ghers of New-Amsterdam with their 
wives and daughtm, pranked mat in their best attire. On this 
occasion the good Peter was deivocitly ohsorvant of the pons 

Dutch rite oi" kia-iug the women-kind tor a happy new-year; and 
it is traditional that Antony the Trumpeter, who acted as gentle- 
man usher, took toll of all who were yoimg and handsome, as 
they passed through the anteehambw. This Tenetable euslom, 
thus happily introduced, was foUuwed with such zeal by high and 
low, that on new-year's day, during the reign of Peter Stuyve- a 
sant, New-Amsterdam was the. most thorongjUj be-kissed edm- 
mnnity in all Christendom. 

Another great measure of Peter Stuyvesant for public im- 
provement was |he distribution of fiddles throughout the land. 
These were placed in the hands of veteran, negroes, who were 
dispatched as missionaries to every part of the province. This 
measure, it is said, was first suggested by iVntony the Trumpeter ; 
and the effect was marvelons. Instead of those '^indignatioa 
meetings " set on foot in the time of Tfllliam the Testy, where 
men mv.i together to v.iil at public abuses, groan over the evils of 
the times, and make each other miserable, there were joyous 
gatherings of the two seses to dance and make meiry* Now 
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wm ntttHated ^^qaSHsng beea,** and ^'husking bees/* and oliier 
rural aMemUages, where, under the inspiring infloenee of the 

fiddle, toil was enliveaed hj gajetj and followed up hj the dance. 
^ Baising bees " ako were frequent, where houses sprang up at 
the wagging of the fiddlendick, as the walls of Thebes sprang up 
of jore to the sound of the lyre of Amphion. 

JoUy autumn, which pours its treasures over hill and dal^ 
was in those days a season for the lifting of the heel as wdU aa 
the heart; labor came dancing in the train of abundance, and 
frolic prevailed throughout the land. Happy days! when the 
yeomanry of the j^^ieuw-^ederlands were merry rather than 
wise ; and when die notes of the fiddle, those haibingers of good 
humor and good will, resounded at the dose of the day from 
every hamlet along the Hudson ! 

Nor was it in rural oonmiunities alone that Peter Stuyresant 
introduced his fsmrite engine of dTilization. Under his rule the 
fiddle acquired that potent sway in New- Amsterdam which it 
» has ever since retained. Weekly assemhlages were held, not in 
heated ball-rooms at midnight hours, but on Saturday afternoons, 
by Ihe golden light of the sun, on the gi^en lawn of the battery ; 
with Antony the Trumpeter for master of ceremonies. Here 
would the good Peter take his seat under the spreading trees, 
among the old burghers and their wives, and watch ihe masccs 
c£ fhe dance. Here would he smoke his pipe, crack his joke, 
and forget the rugged toils of war, in the sweet oblivious 
festivities of peace, giving a nod of approbation to those of the 
young men who shuffled and kicked most vigorously $, and, now 
and then a hearty smack, in all honesty of soul, to the buxom 
lass who held out longest, and tired down every competitor; 
in&Uible proof of her being the best dancer. 
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Once it h true the hanaony of these meetings was in danger 
of intenruption. A young belle just returned from a ymt to 
Holland, who of course led the fashions, made her appearance 
in not more than half a dozen petticoats, and these of alarming 
shortness. A whisper and a flutter ran through the assemblj* 
The young men of course were lost in admiration, but the old 
ladies were shocked in the extreme, especially those who had 
marriageable daughters; the young ladies blushed and felt 
ezcessiyely for the " poor thing," and even the gOTemor himself 
appeared to be in some kind of perturbation. 

To complete the confusion of the good folks she undertook, 
in the course of a jig, to describe some figures in algebra taught 
her by a dancing-master at Botterdam. Unfortunately, at the 
highest flourish of her feet some vagabond zephyr obtruded his 
services, and a display of the graces took place, at which all the 
ladies present were thrown into great consternation; several 
grave country members were not a little moved, and the good 
Peter Stuyvesant himself was grievously scandalized. 

The shortness of the female dresses, which had continued in 
i^ishion ever since the days of 'William Kieft^ had long dfended 
his eye ; and though extremely averse to meddling with the pet- 
ticoats of the ladies, yet he immediately recommended that every 
one should be iumished with a flounce to the bottom. He HkC" 
wise ordered that the ladies, and indeed the gentlemen, should use 
no other step in dancing than shuffle and turn,'* and " double 
trouble f* and forbade, under pain of his high displeasure, any 
young lady thenceforth to attempt what was termed "exhibiting 
the graces.** 

These were the only restrictions he ever imposed upon the 
sez^and ^ese were considered by them as tyrMmical oppressions, 
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and resisted with that becoming spirit maiiii'cstcd by the gentle 
8ez wlienerer their privileges are invaded. In fact, Antonj Van 
Goilear, who, as lias been shown, was a sagacious man, experi- 
enced in tlie ways of women^ took a |)r!\:itf ucciiaiuu to intimatf! 
to the governor that a conspiracy was fonning among the young 
Tioaws of New-Amsterdam ; and that, if the matter were poshed 
any fnrther, there was danger of their leaving off petticoats alto- 
gether ; whereupon the good Peter shrugged his shoulders, drop- 
ped the subject, and ever afler suffered the women to wear their 
petticoats and cut their capers as high as they pleased; a privi- 
lege whidi they have jealously maintained in the Hanhattoes mito 
the present day. 
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CHAPTER UL 



HOW TBOUBLEB THIOKlEir ON IBS PBOTOfCB — HOW IT li 
THREATENED BT THE HELDEBBEBGBB8, THE MBBBYLANB- 

£KS, AND THE QIANTS OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. 

In tbe last two chapters I have regaled the reader with a delecta- 
ble picture of the good Peter and his metropolis during an inter- 
val ci peace. It was, boweyer, but a bit of blue sky in a gUnnaj 
day ; llie douds are again gathering up fmrn all pomts of the 
compass, and, if I am not mistaken in my forebodings, we shall 
have rattling weather in the ensuing chapters. 

It 18 with some communities as it is with certain meddlesome 
individuals ; they have a wonderful facility ai getting into scrapes, 
and I have always remarked that those are most prone to get in 
who have the least talent at getting out again. This is doubtless 
owing to the excessive valor of those states ; for I have likewise 
noticed that this rampant quality is always most frothy and fussy 
where most confined ; which aoooonts for its vaporing so ama- 
aingly in little states, little men and ngly little women more espe- 
cially. 

Such is the case with this little province of the Nieuw-Ned- 
erlands ; which, by its exceeding valor, has already drawn upon 
itself a host of epemies ; has had fighting enough to satisfy a pro- 
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Tinoe twice its sixe ; and Ib in a fair way of beooming an exceeds 

ingly forlorn, well-belabored, and woe-bcgone little province. All 
whicU was providentiallj ordered to give interest and sublimity 
to this pathetic histofy. 

The first interruption to the halcyon qniet of Peter Stuyve- 
eant was caused by hostile intelligence from the old belligerent 
nest of Kensellaersteiu. Killian, the lordly patroon of JKensel' 
laerwick, was again in the field, at the head of his myrmidons of 
the Helderberg ; seeking to annex the whole of the Kaats-kUl 
mountains to his domains. The Indian tribes of these mountains 
had likewise taken up the hatchet and menaced the venerable 
Dutch settlement of Esopus. 

Fain would I entertain Uie reader with the triumphant cam- 
paign of Peter Stuyvesant in the haunted regions of those moun- 
tains; bnt that I hold all Indian conflicts to he mere barbaric 
brawls, nnworihy of the pen winch has recorded the dasnie war 
of Fort Christina ; and as to these Helderberg commotions, they 
are among the liatulencies which from time to time afflict the 
bowels of this ancient province, as with a windnx^ and which I 
deem it seemly and decent lo pass over in silslice. 

The next storm of trouble was from the south. Scarcely had 
the worthy Mynheer Beekman got warm in the seat of authority 
on the South Biver, than enemies began to spring up aU aronnd 
him. Hard by was a formidable race of savages inhabiting the 
gentle region watered by the Susquehanna, of whom the follow- 
ing mention is made by blaster Hariot in his excellent history : 

The Susquesahanocks are a giantly people, strange in pro- 
portion, behavior and attire — ^their voice sounding from them as 
out of a cave. Tln-u- toluicco-pipes were three quarters of a yard 
long ; carved at the great end with a bird, beare, or other device. 
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sufficient to beat out the brains of a horse. The calfe of one of 
their legges measured three quarters of a yard about; the rest of 
tlie Hmbs propt^onable.*^ 

These gigantic savages and smokers caused no little disquiet 
in the mind of Mjnheer Beekman, threatening to cause a famine 
of tobacco in the hmd ; but bis most formidable enemy was the 
roaring, roystering English colony of Maryland, or as it was 
anciently written Merryland ; so called because the inhabitants, 
not having the fear of the Lord before their eyes, were prone to 
make merry and get fuddled with mint-julep and apple-toddy. 
They were, moreover, great horse-racers und eock-figliters ; 
mighty wrestlers and jumpers, and enormous consumers of hoe 
cake and bacon. They lay claim to be the first inventors of those 
recondite beverages^ oock-tail, steme-fence, and sherry cobbler, and 
to have discovered the gastronomical merits of terrapins^ sott crabs, 
and canvas-back ducks. 

This rantipole colony, founded by Lord Bidtimore, a British 
nobleman, was managed by his agent, a swaggering Englishman, 
commonly called Fendall ; that is to say, ^' offend all," a name 
given him for his bullying propensities. These were seen in a 
message to Mynheer Beekman, threatening him, unless he imme- 
diately swore allegiance to Lord Baltimore as the rightful lord 
of the soil, to come at the head of the roaring boys of Merryland 
and the giants of the Susquehanna, and sweep him and his Neder- 
landers out of the country. 

The trusty sword of Peter Stuyvesant almost leaped from its 
scabbard, when he received missives ftom Mynheer Beekman, 
informing him o£ the swaggering menaces of the bully Fendall ; 

* Hahot'B Journal, Parch. Fiigrims. 

17* 
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and as to the giaatly yrtBtnan of the SasqiMbaimayiMilUiigwoiild 

have more dcligl ited him than abonl^hand to hand, wkh half a score 
of them ; having never encountered a giant in the whole course 
of his campaigns, iinleM we may oonsider the stoot BioDgfa as 
sach — ^and he was hot a little one. 

Nothing prevented hi» maichiiiL' in.-iiintly to the South Rivyr 
and enacting scenes still more glorious tliaa those of Fort Chris- 
tma, but the neoessi^ of first puttuig a stop to die mereaang 
aggressions and inroads of the Yankees, so as not to leave an 
enemy in his rear ; but he wrote to Mynheer Beekmaii to keep 
up a bold front and stout hearty promising, as soon as he had set- 
tled affiurs in the east, Hiat he would hasten to the soath with his 
burly warriors of tlie Hudson, to lower the crests of the giants, 
and mar the merhment of the Merrylanders. i-f^ t^h 
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CHAPTER IV. 



HOW PSTIB STUTTESAVT ADTSNTDBED INTO THE SABT OODlf- 

TBY AND HOW HE FARED THEItE. 

To explain the apparently sudden moTement of Peter StuTyeaant 

against the crafty men of the East Country, I would observe that, 
during liis campaigns on the South River, and in the enchanted 
regions of the Catskiil Mountains, the twelve tribes of the East 
had been more than usually active in prosecuting their subtle 
scheme for the subjugation of the Nieuw-Xederlanda. 

Independent of the incessant maraudings among hen-roosts 
send squattings along the border, invading armies would penetrate 
from time to time, into the very heart of the country. As their 
prototypes of yore went forth into the land of Canaan, with their 
wives and their children, their menf^ervaots and their maid-ser- 
vants, their flocks and herds, to settle themselves down in the land 
and possess it ; so these chosen people of modem days would pro- 
gress through the country in patriarchal style ; conducting carts 
and wagons laden with household fomiture, with women and chil* 
dren piled on top, and pots and kettles dangling beneath* At the 
tail of these vehicles would stalk a crew of long^limbed, lank- 
sided varletfi, with axes on their Shoulders and packs on their 
backs, zesolntely bent upon ^ locating themselves, as they termed 
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it^ and Smproving tbe coontiy. These were the inott dang^raw 
kind of inTaders. It is true they were guilty of no overt acts of 

hostility ; but it was notorious that, wbcrever they got a footing, 
the honest Dutchmen gradaally disappeared, retiring tJowly as do 
the Indians before the white men ; being in some way or other 
talked and ehaffered, and bargained and swapped, and, in phdn 
English, elbowed out of ail those rich bottoms and fertile nooks 
in which oar Dutch jeomaniy are prone to nestle themselves. 

Peter Stujyesaot was at length roused to this kind of war in 
disguise, by which the Yankees were craftily aiming to subjugate 
his dominions. He was a man easily taken in, it is true, as all 
great-hearted men are apt to be ^ but if he once found it out, his 
wrath was terrible. He now threw diplomacy to the dogs ; de- 
tcrmined to appear no more by ambassadors, but to repair in 
person to the great council of the Amphyctions, bearing the sword 
in one hand and the olive branch in the other $ and giving them 
their choice of sincere and honest peace, or open and iron war. 

His privy councillors were astonished and (ii-inayed when he 
announced his determination. iTor once they ventured to remon- 
strate^ setting ibrth the rashness of ventnriDg his sacred person 
in the midst of a strange and barbarous people. They might as 
well have tried to turn a rusty weather-cock with a broken-winded 
bellows. In the fiery heart ol' the iron-headed Peter sat en- 
ibioned the five kinds of courage described by Aristotle, and had 
the philosopher enumerated five hundred more, I verily believe 
he would have possessed them alL As to that better part of 
valor called discretion, it was too cold-blooded a virtue for his 
trapical tcmpenmient. 

Snmnuming, therefore, to* his presence his trusty follower, 
Antony Van Corlear, he commanded him to hold himself in readi- 
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MM to fteeompany him die lowing mfftmag on Ids bMard- 

ous enterprise. Novf Antony the Truiupeter was by this time a 
little strickea in yean^ yet by dint of keeping up a good heart, 
and haying nerer known eare or sorrow (having never been mar- . 
lied), he was atili a hearty, jocund, rubicund, gamesome wag, and 
of great ofli|»acity in the doublet. This last was ascribed to his 
fivmg a joUy life on those domams at the Hook, which Peter 
Stuyvesant had granted to him for his gallantry at Fort Caftimir. 

Be this as it may, there was nothing that more delighted An- 
tony than this eommand of the great Peter, for he ooold have 
foUowed the stout-hearted old governor to the world's end, with 
love and loyalty — and he moreover still remembered the Irolick- 
ing, and dancing, and bundling, and other disports of the east 
country, and entertained dainty recollection of numerous kind 
and buxom lasses, whom he longed exceedingly again to en- 
counter. 

Thufi then did this mirror of hardihood set forth, with no 
other attendant but his trumpeter, upon one of the most perilous 

enterprises ever recorded in the annals ot knight-errantry. — For 
a sin^e warrior to venture openly among a whole nation of foes 
"but, above all, for a plain downright Dutchman to think of ne* 
gotiating with the wliole council of New-England I — never was 
there known a more desperate undertaking I — Ever since I have 
entered upon the ehronicles of this peerless but hitherto uncele- 
brated chieftain, has he kept me in a state of incessant action and 
anxiety with the toils and dangers he is constantly encountering — 
Oh I for a chapter of the tranquil reign of Wonter Van Twiller, 
that I might repose on it as on a feather bed ! 

Is it not enough, Peter Stuyvesant, that I have once already 
lescoed thee from the macjnnations of these terrible Amphicty- 
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6nf» by briagiDg (he pcyw«n of wjlebon^ 

enough, that I luiTe fbttawed thee undaunted, like a guardian 

spirit, into the midst of the horrid buttle of Fort Christina? — 
That 1 have been put iac e M a ntiy to my trumps io keep thee aaie 
and aound— now iraiding off with my ungle pen the ahower of 
dastard blows that fell upon thy rear— now narrowly shieldiiig 
thee from a deadly thrust, by a mere tobacoo-box — now casing 
thy dauntless skull with adamant, when even thy stubborn wn 
beaver failed to resist the sword of the stout Risingh — and now, 
not merely bringing thee oil alive, but tiiiiin{)]i:uit, from the 
clutches of the gigantic Swede, by the desperate xn^aQS of a pal- 
try stone pottle ?— Is not all this Plough, but must thou still be 
plunging into new difficulties, and hazarding in hteadlong entep^ 
prises thyself, thy trumpeter, and thy historian ? 

And now the ruddy-faced Aurora, like a buxom chamber- 
maid, draws aside the sable curtains of the night, and out boonoss 
from his bed the jolly red-haired Fhosbus, startled at being caught 
so late in the embraces of Dame Tiieti?. With many a stable- 
boy oath he harnesses his braxen-footed steeds, and whips, and 
kflhes, and Sfdashes up the tanamcint, like a loitering 
half an hour behind his time. And now behold that imp of 
fame and prowess, the headstrong Peter, bestriding a raw-boned, 
switch*tailed charger, gallantly arrayed im full regimentals, and 
bracing on his thigh that trusty brass-hUted sword, whieh had 
wrourrht such fearful deeds on the banks of the Delaware. 

Behold hard after him hi« doughty trumpeter. Van Corleai^ 
mounted on a broken-winded, wall-eyed^ calico mare ; his stone 
potde, which had laid low the mighty Risingh, slung under his 
arm ; mul his trumpet displaced vauntingly in his right hand, 
decorated with a gorgeous banner, on which is emblasoned the 
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irea^ boaver of tbe MaobAttoes. See &em proudly laaah^ oat 
of tlie oity gale, like aD iron-clad hero of yore, with his fiufhfid 

squire at his heels ; tbe populace following with their eyes, aad 
shouting many a partii^ wish and hearty eheeiing— FareweU, 
Hardkoppig PietJ Fanwell, honeat Antony I—PIeaflant be 
yoor wa3rl«ring — prosperona your return 1 Tbe stoutest hero 
that ever drew a sword, and the worthiest trumpeter that ever 
trod shoe4eather 1 

Legends are lameniaUy silent about the events that befell 
our adventurers in this their adventurous travel, excepting the 
Stuyvesant manuscript, which gives the substance of a pleasant 
little heroic poem, written on the occasion by Dominie ^igidius 
Lxydc,* who appears to have been the poet-lanreat of New* 
Amsterdam. This inestimable manuscript assures us, that it was 
a rare spectacle to behold the great Peter and his loyal follower 
hailing the morning sun, and rejoicing in the dear countenance 
ef nature, as Ihey pranced it through the pastoral scenes of Bloe- 
men Dael ; which, in those days, -was a sweet and rural valley, 
beautified with many a bright wild-^ower, refreshed by many a 
pure streamlet, and enliyened here and there by a delectable 
little Dutch cottage, sheltered under some sloping hill, and almost 
buried in embowering trees. 

Now did they enter upon the confines of Connecticat, where 
they encountered many gricTons difficulties and perils* At die 
place they were assailed by a troop of country squires and militia 
colonels, who, mounted on goodly steeds, hung upon their rear 
for seteial milesy hai^ssing them exceedingly with guesses and 

• Thia Luyck was moreover rector of the Tjatin School in Nieuw-Neder- 
Isnds, 1663. There are two pieces addreaaed to iEgidiua Luyck in D. Selynfs 
MSS. of pocmest upon his inantaige with Judith Isendoom. Old M& 
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qoestioQS, more eepeciallj the woitby Peter, whose nilynr iihanoil 
leg ezfl^ted not a litde marvel At anotlier pkBce, baid by tbB 
renowned town of Stamford, they were set upon by a great and 

migiity kgioii of church deacons, who imperiously demanded of 
tiiem five fihiiiings, for traTeling on Sunday, and threatened to 
earry them captive to a n^ghhoting chnrch, whose steeple peered 
above the trees ; but these the valiant Pet«r put to rout with 
little difficulty, insomuch that they bestrode their canes and gal- 
loped off in horrible oonftision, leaving their cocked hats behind 
in the harry of theur flight But not so easily did he escape from 
the hands of a crafty man of Pyquag ; who, with undaunted 
perseverance, and repeated onsets, fairly bargained him out of 
his goodly 8wilch*tailed charger, leaving in place thereof a vil- 
lanous, foundered Narraganset pacer. 

BuL, uiaugre all the^e hardships, Ihey pursued their journey . 
cheerily along ^^-^ ccurse of the soft flowing Connecticut, whose 
gentle waves, says the song, loU through many a fertile vale and 
sunny plain ; now reflecting the lofty spires of the bustling city, 
and now the niral beauties of the humble hamlet ; now echoing 
with the busy hum of commerce, and now with the cheerM song 
of the peasant. 

At every town would Peter Stoyvesant, who was noted for 
warlike punctilio, order the sturdy Antony to sound a courteous 
salutation ; though the manuscript observes, that the inhabitants 
wore thrown into great dismay when they heard of his approach. 
'For the £une of his incomparable achievements on the Delaware 
had spread throughout the east country, and they dreaded lest 
he had come to take vengeance on thmr manifold transgressions. 

But the good Peter rode through, these towns with a smiting 
aspect; waving his hand with inexpressible majesty and con- 
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sifSi descension ; for he verily believed tliaL the old clothes which these 
I kii ingenious people had thrust into their broken windows, and the 
festoons of dried apples and peadies which ornamented the 
fronts of their houses, were so many decorations in honor of his 
approach ; as it was the custom in the days of chivalry to com- 
pliment renowned heroes by sumptoous displays of tapestry and 
gorgeous furniture. The women crowded to the doors to gaze 
upon him as he passed, so much does prowess in uims delight 
the gentle sex. The little children, too, ran after him in troops, 
staling with wonder at his r^imentals^ his brimstone breeehes, 
and the silver garniture of his wooden leg. Nor must I omit 
to mentiou the joy which many strapping weiiehes betrayed at 
beholding the jovial Van Corlear, who had whilom delighted 
ihem so much with his trumpet, when he bore the great Peter^s 
challenge to the Araphictyons. The kind-liearted Antony 
alighted from his calico mare, and kissed them ail witli infinite 
loying-kindneas — and was right pleased to see a crew of little 
trumpeters crowding round him for his blessing ; each of whom 
he patted on the head, bade him be a good boy, and gave him 
a penny to buy molasses candy* 
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BOW THE TANK££S SEOSBTLT SOUGHT TBS AID OF TBS BKITISB 
' OABIHBT IN THBIB B08TILX 8CHS1IS8 AGAHTST m KAH- 
BATTOES. 

How 80 it happened that while ihe great and good Peter Stuj^ 
vesant, ibUowed by his trusty squire, was making his chiyalric 

progress through the east countrj, a daik and direful scheme of 
war against his beloved province, was forming in that nursery of 
monstrous projects, the British Cabinet 

This, we are confidently informed, was the result of the secret 
instigations of the great council of the league ; who, finding them- 
selves totally incompetent to vie in arms with the heavy-etemed. 
warriors of the Manhattoes and their iron-headed commander, 
sent emissaries to the Briti.-l i i^uvernment, setting forth in eloquent 
language the wonders and delights of this delicious little Dutch 
Canaan, and imploring that a force might be sent out to invade it 
by sea, while Ihey should cooperate by land. 

These emissaries arrived at a critical juncture, just as the 
British Lion was h^ginning to bristle up his mane and wag his 
tail ; for we are assured by the anonymous writer of the Stny- 
veeant manuscript^ Hiat the astounding viclofy of Peter Stay- 
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Tesaiit at Fort Ohristma, had resoanded throogliout Europe ; and 

his annexatioa of the territory of New-Sweden had awakened 
the jealousy of the BritiBh cabinet £ox their wild lands at the 
south. This jealousy was brought to a head by the representa- 
tions of Lord Baltimore, who declared that the territory thus 
annexed, lay within the lands granted to him by the British crown, 
and he claimed to be protected in his rights. Lord Sterling, 
another Britash subject, claimed *tfae whole of Kassan w Long 
Island, once the Ophir of William the Testy, but now the kitchen- - 
garden of the Manhattoes, which he declared to be British terri- 
tozy by the right of disooveiy, but unjustly usurped by the.Neder^ 
landers. 

The result of sJl these rumors imd representations was a sud- 
den zeal on the part of his nugesty Charles the Second, for the 
safety and well-bdng of his transaflantic possessions, and espe- 
caaily for the recoyery of the New-Netheriands, which Yankee 
logic had, somehow or other, proved to be a continuity ot the 
territory taken possesion of for the British crown by the Pil- 
grims, when they landed on Plymoudi rock, fh^tiyes fiom British 
oppression. All this goodly land, thus wrongfully held by the 
Dutchmen, he presented, in a fit of affection, to his brother the 
Duke of York: a donation truly royal, since none but great sov- 
ereigns have a right to give away what does not belong to them. 
That this munificent gift mi(:^]it not he merely nominal, his majesty 
ordered that an arm anient should be straightway dispatched to 
invade the dty of New-Amsterdam by land and water, and put 
his brother in oompleto possesrion of the premises. 

Thus critically situated are the affairs of the New-Nederland- 
ers. While the honest buighers are smoking their pipes in sober 
security, and the privy oounoiUors are snoring in the council 
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chnmber ; wlule Peter the Headstrong is andatmtedfy makiDg liis 

way through the east country in the confident hope by honest 
words and manly deeds to bring the grand council to terms, a hos- 
tile fleet is sweeping like a thunder dond across the Atlaaticy soon 
to rattle a storm of war aboot the ears of the doziDg Nederknd* 
era, and to put the mettle of their governor to the trial. 

But come what may, I here pledge my veracity, that in all 
warlike conflicts and doubtful perplexities, he will ever acquit 
lumself like a gallant, noble-minded, obstinate old cavalier^^ — ^For- 
ward then to the charge ! Shine out, propitious stai s, on the 
renowned city of the Manhattoes ; and the blesfiing of St. Nicho- 
las go iHth ihee— lioneBt Peter Stnyvesant 
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OP rSTSS STUYTSSAKT'S SZPEI>ITIO|f INTO THE EAST GOUN- 
TKT, SaOWINa THAT, TSOTOH AH OLD BIRD, B8 DID HOT 
miDBBSTAND XEAP. 

Great nations tesemble great men in this partieulary that their * 

greatness is seldom known until they get in trouble ; adversity, 
theretore, has been wisely denominated the ordeal of true great- 
ness, which, like gold, can never receive its real estimation until 
it has passed through the fbmace. In proportion, therefore, as a 
nation, a comoiunity, or an individual (possessing the inherent 
quality of greatness) is involved in perils and misfortunes, in pro- 
portion does it rise in grandeur — and even when sinking und^ 
calamity, makes, like a house on fire, a more glorious display than 
ever it did in the lairest period of its prosperity. 

The vast empire of China, though teeming widi popuktimi 
and imbibing and concentrating the wealth of nations, has vege- 
tated through a succession of drowsy agei^ ; and were it not for 
its internal revolution, and the subversion of its ancient govern- 
ment by the Tartan, might have presented nothing but a dull 
detail of monotobous prosperity. Pompdi and Herenlaneum 
might have passed into oblivion, with a herd of their contempo- 
imriei^ had they not been fbrtuoately overwhelmed by a volefliio. 
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The renowDed cHj of Troy acquired celebrity onl j fimn it9 ten 
years' distress, and final conflagration — ^Paris rose in importance 
by the plots and massacres which ended in the exaltation of Na- 
poleon — and eyen the mighty London has skolked through the 
records of time, celebrated for nothing of moment excepting the 
phigue, the great lire, iiiul Guy Faux's gunpowder plot! Thus 
cities and empires creep along, enlaqsiDg in silent obscurity, until 
they burst forth in some tremendous calamity — and snatch, as it 
were, immortalitj from the explosion 1 

The above principle being admitted, my reader will pUiiiily 
* perceive that the city of J^^ew-Am^terdam and its dependent 
proyince are on the high road to greatness. Bangers and hostili- 
ties threaten from every side, and it is really a matter of aston- 
ishment, how so small a stau has been able, in so short a time, to 
entangle itself in so many difficulties. Ever since the province 
was first taken by the nose, at the Fort of Good Hope, in the 
traiKiuil days of Wouter Van Twiller, has it been gnuiually 
increasing in historic importance ; and never could it have had a 
more appropriate ehiefUun to condact it to the pinnade of gran* 
dior than Peter Stujvesant. 

This truly headstrong hero having successfully effected his 
-^daring progress through the east country, girded up his loins as 
he approached Boston, and prepared for the grand onslaught with 
the Amphicytons, which was to be the crowning achievement of 
the campaign. Throwing Antony Van Corlear, who, with his 
calico mare, formed his escort and army, a little in the advance, 
and bidding him be of stout heart and great wind ; he placed 
himself firmly in his saddle, cocked his hat more fiercely over his 
left eyCy summoned aU the heroism of his soul into his coun* 
tanance, and, with one arm aldmbo, the hand resting on the pom- 
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ml of bis Kwordf zode into the great metropolis of the ]eagiie» 

Antony sounding his trumpet before lum in a manner to electrify 
the whole community. 

Never was there soch a stir in Boston as on this occasion; 
never snch a hurrying hither and thither about the streets ; such 
popping of heads out of windows ; such gathering of knots in 
market-places. Peter Stuyvesant was a straightforward man, 
and prone to do every thing above board* He would have ridden 
at once to the great council-house of the league and sounded a 
parley ; but the grand council knew the mettlesome hero they 
had to deal with, and were not for doing things in a hurry. On 
the contrary they sent forth deputations to meet him on the way ; 
to receive him in a style befitting the great potentate of the Man- 
hattoes^ and to multiply ail kinds of honors, and ceremonies^ and 
formalities, and other courteous impediments in his path. Solemn 
banquets were accordingly given him, equal to thanksgiving 
feasts. Complimentary speeclies were made him, wherein he was 
entertained with the surpassing virtues, long sufferingiB, and 
achievements of the Pilgrim Fathers ; and it is even said he was 
treated to a sight of Plymouth Bock, that great corner-stone of 
Yankee empire. 

I will not detain my readers by recounting the endless device^ 
by which time w;is \\ tinted, and obstacles and delays multiplied to 
the infinite annoyance of the impatient Peter. Neither will I 
&.tigue them by dwelling on his negotiations with the grand coun* 
cllj when he at length brought them to business. Suffice it tu 
say, it was like most other diplomatic negotiations ; a great deal 
was said and very UtUe done; one conversation led to another; 
one conference begot misunderstandings which it took a docen 
conferences to explain, at the end of which both parties found 
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theiDMlyes jiiBt where Uiej had begun, bat ten tunes lets likely 
to oome to an agreement. 

In the midst of these perplexities which bewildered the brain 
and incensed the ire of honest Peter, he receiyed private intelli- 
gence of the dark conapiracy matured In the British cabinet^ 
with the astounding fact that a British squadron was already on 
the way to invade JSew- Amsterdam by sea ; aud that the grand 
ootmcO of Amphictyons, while thus beguiling him with snbtletiesy 
were actually prepared to oo-operate by land I 

Oh ! how did the sturd) old %va.rriur rage and roar, when he 
found himself thus entrapped, like a lion in the hunter's toil ! 
Now did he draw his trusty sword, and determine to break in 
upon the coundl of the Amphictyons and put every mother's son 
of them to death. Now did he resolve to fight his way through- 
out all the regions of the east, and to lay waste Connecticut river I 

Gallant, but unfortunate Peter! Did I not enter with sad 
forebodings on this ill-starred expedition? Did I not tremble 
when X saw thee, with no other counselor tlian thine own head; 
no other armor but an honest tongue, a spotless conscience, and 
a rusty sword ; no other protector but St Nicholas, and no other 
attendant but a trumpeter — did I not tremble when I beheld thee 
thus sally Ibrth to contend with all the knowing powers of New 
England? 

It was a long time before the kind-hearted expostulations of 
Antony Van Corlear, aided by the soothing melody of bis trum- 
pet, 'could lower the spirits of Peter Stuy vesant from th^ war* 
like and vindictive tone^ and prevent his making widows and 
orphans of half the population of Boston. With great difflcol^, 
he was prevailed upon to bottle up his wrath for the present ; to 
oonoeal fiom the oonneil his knowledge of their macihinatiiop^ and 
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by eSdCAag hie escape, to be able to arrive in time for the salva* 
tion of the Manhattoes. 

The latter suggestion awakened a new ray of hope in liis 
bosom ; he forthwith dispatched a secret message to his council- 
orB at New-AmBterdam, apprisUig them of their danger, and 
commanding them to put the city in a posture of defence ; prom- 
ising to come as soon as possible to their assistance. This done, 
he felt marvelouslj relieved, me elowlj, shook himself like a 
rhinoceros, and issued forth from his den, in much the same man* 
ner as Giant Despair is described to have issued from Doubting 
Castle, in the chivalric historj of the Pilgrim's Progress. 

And now much does it grieve me that I mast leave the 
gallant Peter in this imminent jeopardy ; bnt it behooves us to 
hurry back and see what is going on at New-Amst<?rdam, for 
greatly Jo I fear that city is already in a turmoil. Such was 
ever the fate of Peter Stujvesant ; while doing one thing with 
heart and soul, he was too apt to leave every thing else at sizes 
and sevens. While, like a potentate of yore, he was absent 
Attending to those things in person which in modem days are 
trusted to generals and ambassadors, his little territoij at home 
was sure to get in an uproar; — all which was owing to that 
uncommon strength of intellect, which induced him to trust to 
nobody but himself, and which had acquired him the renowned 
appellation of Peter the Headstrong* 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

HOW THE PEOPLE OP NEW-AMSTERDAM WERE THKOWN INTC 
A OBBAT FANICi BT TH£ NEWS OF THE tBBXAtmm IH 
TAHON, AHD TBE UUn,m IN ^lOB raCf^^filiHfo 
TUEMSELVES. 

There is no sight more truly interestiDg to a philosopher tluui ft 
oommunitj, where eyery hidiyidual has a vcuoe in pabUe affiurs'; 

wliere every individual cuiisiders himself the Athis of the nation; 
and where every individual thinks it his duty to bestir himself 
for the good of his oountrj — I say, there is nothing more initer- 
esClng to a philosopher than such a community in a sudden bustle 
, of war. Such clamor of tongues — such patriotic bawling — such 
running hi^er and thither — every body in a hurry— every body 
in trouble— every body in the way, and every body interrapting 
his neighbor — who is busfly employed in doing nothing ! It is 
like witnessing a great fire, where the whole community are 
agog — some dragging about empty engines— others scanftp^li^tig 
with full buckets, and spilling the contents into fhmr nei^bor's 
boots — and others ringing the chureli bells all night, by \Vay of 
putting out the fire. Little firemen — like sturdy little knights 
storming a breach, clambering up and down scaling-laddeis, and 
bawling through tin trumpets, by way of directing the attack.— 
Here a fellow, in his great zeal to save the property of the unfor- 
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tanate, catches up an anonymous chamber utensil, and gallants 
it off witk an air of as much self-importance as if he had rescued 
a pot of money — there another throws looking-glasaeB and ohina 
oat of the window, to sftre them from the flameo — ^whilst thoGe 
who can do nothing else run up and down the streets, keeping 
up an incessant cry of Fire J Fire i Fire / 

^ When the news arrived at Sinope/' says Lucian — though I 
own the story is rather trite — that Philip was about to attack 
them, the inhabitants were thrown into a violent alarm. Some 
ran to furhtsh up their arms ; others rolled stones to build up the 
walls — every body, in shoit, was employed, and every body in 
the way of his neighbor. Diogenes alone could fmd nothing to 
do — whereupon, not to be idle when the wel&re of his country 
was at stake, he tucked up his robe, and fell to rolling his tub 
with might and main up and down the Gymnasium." In like 
manner did every mother^s son in the patriotic community of 
New-Amsterdam, on receiving the missives of Peter Stuyvesant, 
busy himself most mightily in putting things in confusion, and 
assisting the genend uproar. Every man* * saith the Stuyve- 
sant manuscript—^ flew to arms 1^ — by which is meant, that not 
one of our lionest Dutch citizens would venture to church or to 
market without an old-fashioned spit of a sword dangling at his 
side, and a long Dutch fowling-piece on his shoulder — ^nor would 
he go out of a night without a lantern ; nor turn a comer without 
first peeping cautiously round, lest lie should come unawares upon 
a British army ; — and we are informed that Btoffel Brinicerhoff, 
who was considered by the old women almost as brave a man as 
the governor himself, actually had two one-pound swivels mount- 
ed in his entry, one pointing out at the front door, and the other 
at the back. 
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But the mott gtrenvons meaBare raorted to on this awM 

occasion, and one which has since been found of wonderful 
efficacy^ was to assemble popular meetings. These brawling 
oonyocations, I have already shown, were extremely ofiensiye to 
Peter Stuyvesant ; but as this was a moment of unusual agi- 
tation, and as the old governor was not present to repret^s them, 
they broke ool with intolerable violence. Hither, therefore, 
the orators and politicians repaired; striving who should bawl 
loudest, and exceed tlie others in hyperbolical butsi.-? of patriot- 
ism, and in resolutions to uphold and defend the government. 
In these sage meetings it was resolved that they were the most 
enliirlitt lied, the most dignified, the most formidable, and the 
most ancient community upon tlie face of the earth. This 
resolution being carried unanimously, another was immediately 
p i c posed — whether it were not possible and politic to extermi* 
nate Grecit Britain ? upon which sixty-nine members spoke in 
the atiirmative, and only one arose to suggest some doubts— 
who, as a punishment for his treasonable presumption, was 
immediately seised by the mob, and tarred and feathered — 
which punishment being equivalent to the Tarpeian Kock, he 
was aflterwaids considered as an outcast from society, and his 
opinion went for nothing. The question, therefore, being unani* 
mously ciiiried in the affirmative, it was recommended to the 
grand council to pass it into a law ; which was accordingly done. 
By this measure the hearts of the people at large were wonder- 
fully encouraged, and they waxed exceeding choleric and va- 
lorous. Indeed, the first paroxysm of alarm having in some 
measure subsided — ^the old women having buried all the money 
they could lay theur hands on, and their husbands daily gettmg 
fuddled with what was leA — ^the community began even to stand 



Digitized by Google 



HISTOIiY OF NEVv^-YORK. 



411 



on the offisnnve. Songs were manufactared m Low Dateh and 

sung about the streets, wherein the English were most wofuUy 
bealen, and shown no quarter ; and popular addresses were made, 
wheieia it was proTed to a certainty tliat tlie fate of Old 
England depended upon the will of the New-Amsterdammm. 

Finally, to strike a violent blow at the very vitals of Great 
Britiany a multitude of the wiser inhabitants assemhLed, and 
haTing purdiased all the Brifash manufiurtmea they could find, 
they made thereof a huge bonfire ; and, in the patriotic glow 
of the moment, every man present, who had a hat or breeches 
of En^h worbnaaahip^ pulled it oflT, and threw it into the 
flames — to the irreparable detriment, loss, and ruin, of the 
English manufacturers. In commemoration of this great exploit, 
they erected a pole on the spot, with a device on the top intended 
to represent the province of Nieuw-Nederlands destroying 
Great Britain, under the similitude of an Eagle picking the 
little Island of Old England out of the globe ; but either through 
the unskillfnlness of the sculptor, or his ill-timed waggery, it 
bore a striking resemblaiice to a goose, vainly striving to get 
h(^d of a dumpling. 
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CHAPTJBB Vm. 

BOW THE QBAMD COUNCIL OF THE MEW-HETHERI.A.NP8 WSSB 
1IXBAOULOT78LT OIFTED WITH LOKO T0H6irS8 IK THB 
MOMEWT OF EMKEOSNCT — SHOWIHO THB YALUB OV WOUHI 

m WARFARE. 

■ r V.'. 

It will need but little penetration in any one conversant with the 
ways of that wise but windy potentate, the sovereign people, to 
discover that notwithstanding all the warlike blaster and lMttlii 
of the last chapter, the city of New-Amsterdam was ifot SkUM 
more prepared for war than before. Th(* privy councilors of 
Peter Stuy vesant were aware of this ; and, having received his 
private ovdera to put the dty in an immediate posture of defence, 
they called a meeting of the oldest and richest burghers to assist 
them with their wisdom. These were that order of citizens com- 
monly termed ^ men of the greatest weight in the community 
.their weight being estimated by the heaviness of their heads and 
of their purses. Their wisdom in ikct is apt to be ol a ponder- 
ous kind, and to hang like a millstone round the neck of the com- 
munity. 

Two things were unanimously determined in this assembly of 
venerables : First, that the city required to be put in a state of 
defence ; and Second, that, as the danger was imminent, there 
should be no time lost: which points being settled, they feU to 
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making long speedies and bdaboring one aaotlier in endlesB and 
intemperate disputes. For about this time was this unhappy city 

first visited by that talking ciiilemic, so prevalent in this country, 
and which so inyariably evinoes itself, whereTer a nomber of 
wise men assemble together ; breaking out in long, windy speeches ; 
caused, as physiciiuis suppose, by the foul air which is ever gene- 
rated in a crowd. Now it was, morcoTcr, that they first intro- 
duced the iagenions method of measuring the merits of an 
harangiie by the hour-glass; he being considered the ablest orator 
who spoke longest on a question. For which excellent invention, 
it is recorded, we are indebted to the same profound Dutch critic 
who judged of books by their size. 

This sudden passion for endless harangues, so little consonant 
with the customary gravity and taciturnity of our sage forefathers, 
was supposed by certain philosophers to have been imbibed, together 
with divers others barbarous propensities, from their savage neigh- 
bors ; who were peculiarly noted for long talks and council Jwtiy 
and never undertook any affair of the least importance, without 
previous debates and harangues among their chiefe and (M mm* 
But the real cause was, that the people, in electing their repre- 
sentatives to the grand conndl, were particular in choosing them 
for their talents at talking, without inquiring whether they pos- 
sessed the more rare, difficult, and ofttimes important talent of 
holding their tongues. The consequence was, that this delibera- 
tive body was composed of the most loquacious men in the com- 
munity. Aa they considered themselves placed there to talk, 
every man concluded that his duty to his constituents, and, what 
is more, his popularity with them, required that he should 
harangue on every subject, whether he understood it or not 
There was an ancient mode of burying a chieflain, by every sol- 
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dier tbrowing his shield fuUof earth on the oofpse, ttntil a mfjtkty 
moand was fonned ; so wheoeyer a question was bioogfat fiunraid 

in this assembly, <»very member pressing forward to throw on his 
quantum of wi&dom, ihe subject wa» quicklj buried under a moua- 
tainof words. 

We are told, that disciples on entering the school of Pythago* 

ras, were for two years enjoined fciience, and forbidden either to 
ask qnestiona, Of make remarks. After they had thub acquired 
the inestimable art of holding their tongues^ they were gradually 
permitted to make inquiries, and finally to commnnicate their own 
opinions. 

With what a beneficial effect could this wise regulation 
of Pythagoras be introduoed in modem legislatiye bodies — and 
how wonderfully would it have tended to expedtto business in the 

grand council ot the Manbattocs I 

At this perilous juncture the fatal word eoonomy, the stum- 
blmg-block of William the Testy, had been once more set afioat, 

according to which the cheapest plan of defence was insisted upon 
as the best ; it being deemed a great stroke of policy in furnish- 
ing powder to economize in ball* 

Thus did dame Wisdom (whom the wags of antiquity have 
humoronsly perrJonilii d as a woman) seem to take a mischievous 
pleasure in jilting the venerable councilors of New-Amsterdam. 
To add to the confusion, the old factions of Short Pipes and Long 
Pipes, which had been almost strangled by the herculean grasp 
of Peter Stuyvesant, now sprang up ^nth tenfold vigor. What- 
ever was proposed by a Short Pipe was opposed by the whole 
tribe of Long Pipes, who^ like true partisans, deemed it their first 
duty to effect the down^ll of their rivals ; their second to 
elevate themselves, and their third, to consult the public good ; 
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Ibon^ many left the third ooniideratiQii out of question alto- 
gether. 

In this gi-eat collision of hard heads it is astonishing the num- 
ber of projects that were struck out ; projects which threw the 
wind-mill sjstan of WiUiam the Testy oompletely in the back* 
frnmnd. These were almost uniformly opposed by the men of 
the greatest weight in the community I" your weighty men, though 
8k>w to devise, being always great at negativing." Among these 
w^re a set of fat, self-important old burghers, who smoked their 
pipes, and said nothing except to negative every plan of defence 
proposed. These were that class of " conservatives," who, having 
amassed a fortune, button up their pockets, shut their mouths, 
sink, as it were, into themselves, and pass the rest of their lives in 
the indwelling beatitude of conscious wealth ; as some phlegmatic 
oyster, having swallowed a pearl, closes its shell, sinks in the 
mud, and devotes the rest of its life to the conservation of its 
treasure. Every plan of defence seemed to these worthy old 
gentlemen pregnant with ruin. An armed force was a legion of 
locusts, preying upon the public property — to fit out a naval arma- 
ment was to throw their money into the sea — to build fortifica* 
lions was to bury it in the dirt. In short, they settled it as a 
sovereign maxim, so long as their pockets wei'e lull, no matter 
how much they were drubbed. — A kick left no scar — a broken 
head cured itself^but an empty purse was of all maladies the 
slowest to heal, and one iu which nature did nothing for the 
patient* 

Thus did this venerable assembly of sages lavish away that 
time which the urgency of oflbirs rendered invaluable, in empty 

brawls and long-winded speeches, without ever agreeing, except 

on the point with which they started, namely, that thc;e was no 

18* 
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time to be Icet, and delay waa niineiis. At length, St. Nidielaa 
taking oompasAion on their distracted sitoation, and anxions to 

preserve them from anarchy, so order(}d, that in the midst of one 
of their most noisy debates on the subject of fortifioation and de- 
teoe, when they had nearlj fiUIen to loggerheads in consequence 
of not being able to eonvhioe eadi other, the question was happily 
settled by the sudden entrance of a messenger, who informed 
them that a hostile fleet had arriTed, and was actually adyancing 
vtp the bay I 
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IN WHICH THE TKOUBLES OF N£W-AMSTEBI>AM AFFfiAB TO 
THICKEN — SHOWING THE BBATEBT, IN TIME OF FEBIL, OF 
▲ PEOPLE WHO DEFEND THEMSELVES BT BE80LUTION8* 

Like as an assemblage of beUigerent cats, gibbering and cater- 
wauling ; eyeing one another with hideous grimaces and contor- 
tious ; spitting in each other's faces, and on the point ol a general 
dapper-clawing, are suddenly put to scampering rout and confu- 
sion by the appearance of a house-dog ; so was the no less vo- 
caferous council of New-Amsterdam amazed, astounded, and totally 
dispersed, by the sudden arrival of the enemy. Every member 
waddled home as fast as his short legs could cany him, wheezing as 
he went with corpulency and terror. Arrived at his castle, he bar- 
ricadoed the street-door, and buried himself in the cider-cellar, 
without venturing to peep out, lest he should have his head car* 
ried off by a cannon ball. 

The sovereign people crowded into the market-place, herding 
together with the instinct of sheep, who seek safe^ in each other's 
company, when the shepherd and his dag are absent, and the 
wolf is prowl inpr round the fold. Far from finding relief, how- 
ever, they only increased each other's terrors. Each man looked 
ruefully in his neighbor's fac^ in search of encouragement, but 
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odIj fboDd in ita wobegonc lineaments a confiimation of his own 
dismay. Not a word now was to be heard of conquering Great 

Britain, not a whisper about the soverei^]^! virtues of economy — 
while the old women heightened the general gloom by clamor- 
ouslj bewailing their fate, and calling for protectioii on St. Nicholas 
and Peter Stu} vesant. 

Oh, how did they bewail the absence of the lion-hearted 
Peter!— 'find how did they long for the comforting presence 
of Antony Van Corlear! Indeed a gloomj unoertaintj hong 
over the fate of these adventaroos heroes. Day after day had 
elapsed since the alarming message from the govemur, widiout 
bringing my further tidings of his safety. Many a fear^I con- 
jectnre was hazarded as to what had befallen him and his loyal- 
squire. Had they not been devoured alive by the cannibals of 
Marblehead and Cape Cod? — Had they not been put to the ques- 
tion by the great eonncil of Amphictyons ? — Had they not been 
smothered in. onions by the terrible men of Fyqnag?^In the 
midst of this consternation and pei-plexity, when horror, like a 
mighty nightmare, sat brooding upon the litttle, fat, plethoric city 
of New-Amsterdam, the ears of the multitude were suddenly 
startled by the distant sound of a tnimpet-^it approached — ^it 
grew louder and louder — and now it rebounded al ihe city gate. 
The public could not be mistaken in the well-known sound — a 
shout of joy burst from their lips, as the gallant Peter, covered 
with dust, and followed by his faithful trumpeter, came galloping 
iiito the market-place. 

The first transports of the populace having subsided^ they 
gathered round the honest Antony, as he dismounted, over- 
whelming him with greetings and congratulations. In breoHiless 
accents he related to them the marvelous adventures through * 
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whkh the old gOTemor and himself had gone, io makiiig ih«ir 
escape from the etntches of the terrible Amphictf odb. But 

thougli the Stuyvesant manuscript, with its castomary minnte- 
ness where any thing touching the great Peter is concerned, is 
very partionkr as to the incideDts of ibiB masteriy retreaty the 
■tate of the public afihirs will not allow me to indulge in a 
lull recital thereof. Let it suffice to say, that, while Peter 
Stayvesaat waa aaxioiifily reyolving in his mind how he could 
make good his escape with honor and dignity, certain of the 
ships sent out for the conquest of the Manhattoes touched at 
tiie eastern porta to obtain supplies, and to call on the grand 
council of the league ior its promised co-operatioa. Upon hear- 
ing of this, the vigilant Peter, pere^ving that a moment's delay 
were fatal, made a secret and precipitate decampment ; though 
much did it grieve his loffy soul to be obliged to turn his back 
'even upon a nation of foes. Many hair-breadth ^scapes and 
ffivers perilous niishap.s did they sustain, as they scoured, without 
sound of trumpet, through the fsdr regions of the east. Already 
was the country in an uproar with hostile preparation, and thej 
were obliged to take a large circuit in their flight, luriiiing along 
through the woody mountains of the Devil's backbone ; whence 
the valiant Peter sallied fi>rth one day like a lion, and put to 
rout a whole legion of squatters, consisting of three generations 
of a prolific family, who were already on tlieir way to take 
possession of some comer of the New-Netherlands. Nay, the 
faithful Antony had great difficulty, at sundry times, to prevent 
him, in the excess of his wrath, from descending down from the 
mountains, and ialiing, sword in hand, upon certain of the 
border-towns, who were marshaling forth their draggle-tailed 
militia. 
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The fint movement of the governor, on vmdniig hfe dwA 

ing, wiis to mount the roof, whence he contemjjlated with rueful 
aspect the ho&tile squadroa. This had already come to anchor 
in the baj, and oonsUted of two stout frigates, having on board* 
as John Josselyn, gent., mforms* ns, three hundred Taliaiit red* 
coats." Having taken this survey, he sat himself down and 
wrote an epistle to the eommander, demanding the reason of Ms 
anchoring in the harbor without obtaining pxeyions pemdflsioD 
so to do. This letter was couched in the most dignified and 
coiu'teous terms, though I have it from undouUted authority that 
his teeth were dinched, and he had a bitter saxdonie grin upon, 
his visage all the while he wrote. Having dispatched his letter, 
the grim Peter stumped to and fro about the town with a most 
war-betokening countenance, his hands thrust into his breeches 
pockets, and whistling a Low Dutch psahn-ttme, which bore no 
small resemblance to the nrasic of a northeast wind, when a 
storm is brewing. The very dogs as ihey eyed him skulked 
away in dismay ; while all the old and u^y women of J^ew- 
Amsterdam ran howling at his heels, imploring him to save them 
from murder, robbery, ami pitiless ravishment ! 

The reply of Colonel Nichols, who commanded the invaders, 
was couched in terms of equal courtesy with the letter of the 
governor ; declaring the right and title of his British Majesty to 
the province; where he affirmed the Dutch to be mere inter- 
lopers ; and demanding that the town, forts, ete., should be forth- 
with rendered into his majesty's obedience and protection ; prom- 
ising, at the same time, life, liberty, estate, and free trade, to 
every Dutdi denizen who should readily submit to his majesty's 
government* 

Peter Stayvesant read over this friendly epistle with aoni# 
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8wli humoay of «^eet as we may sappose a ernty hsrmiBt Mds 
the lo^itig letter of John Stiles, warning hun of an action of 

ejectment. He was not, however, to be taken by surpri^sc ; but, 
IhnifttiDg the sammoiiB into his breeches pocket, stalked three 
times across the room, took a pinch of snoff with great yehe- 
mence, and then, loftily waving his hand, promihcd to send an 
answer the next morning, lie now summoned a general meeting 
of his priyj coancilora and burgomasters, not to ask their adTiee, 
fbr, confident in hia own strong head, he needed no man's connsel, 
but apparently to give them a piece of Im mind on their late 
craven conduct. 

His orders being duly promulgated, it was a piteous sag^t to 
behold the late valiant burgomasters, who had demolished the 
whole British empire in their harangues, peeping mefhllj out of 
their hiding places ; crawling cantionsly forth ; dodging through 
narrow lanes and alleys; starting at every little dog that barked; 
mistaking lamp-posts for British grensAiieisi and, in the excess 
of their panic, metamorphosing pumps into formidable soldiers, 
leyeling blunderbusses at their bosoms! Haidng, howeyer, in 
despite of numerous perils and difficulties of the kind, arrived 
safe, without the loss of a single man, at the hall of assembly, 
they took their seats, and awaited in fearful silence the arriyal of 
the governor. In a few moments the wooden leg of the intrepid 
Peter was heard in regular and stout-hearted thumps upon the 
staircase. He entered the chamber, arrayed m foil suit of regi* 
mentals, and carrying his trusty toledo, not girded on his thigh, 
but tucked under his arm. As the governor neyer equipped 
himself in this portentous maimer unless something of martial 
nature were working within his pmcraninm, his conndl regarded 
him ruefully, as if they saw iire and sword in his iron coun- 
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tmmee, and Ibq^ to figbl ihtar pipes in lnealUfiM sw 

pense. 

His first words were, to rate his ooaiudl soimdlj for haying 
wasted in idle debate and party fend the time wludbt sbonld have 

been devoted to putting the city in a state of defence. He was 
particularly indigmmt at thoae brawlers who had disgraced the 
eoottcils of the pioTinoe by empty bickerings and scarriloaa 
invectives against an absent enemy. He now called upon them 
to make good theii* words by deeds, as the enemy they had defied 
and derided was at the gate. Finally, he informed them of the 
summons he had received to surrender, but concluded by swear- 
ing to defend the province as long as Heaven was on his side and 
he had a wooden leg to stand aj)on ; which warlike sentence he 
emphasized by a thwack with the flat of his sword upon the table, « 
that qnite electrified his auditors. 

The privy councilors, who iiad long since been brought into 
as perfect discipline as were ever the soldiers of the great Frede- 
rick, knew there was no use in saying a word-**o lighted their 
pipes, and smoked away in silence, like fiit and discreet councilors. 
But the l ur'jomaaters, being inflated with considerable importance 
and self-sufficiency, acquired at popular meetlngB, were not so 
easily satisfied. Mustering up fresh spirit, when they found there 
was some chance oi < scaping from their present jeopardy without 
the disagreeable alternative of fighting, they requested a copy of 
the summons to surrender, that they might show it to a general 
meeting of the people. 

So insolent and mutinous a request would have been enough 
to have roused the gorge of the tranquil Van Twiller himself — 
what then must have be^ its effect upon the great Stuyvesant, 
who was not only a Dutchman, a governor, and a valiant wooden- 
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legged soldier to boot^ bat withal a man of the most stomachful 

and gunpowder disposition ? lie burst ibrth iulo a blaze of indig- 
Batiooy — swore not a mother's son of them should see a syllable 
of it — that as to their advice or concurrence, he did not care a 
wliift' of tobacco for either — that they might go home, and go to 
bed like old women ; tor he was determined to defend the colony 
himself) without the assistance of them or their adherents I So 
flaytng, he tucked his sword under his arm, cocked his hat upon 
his head, and girding up his loins, stumped indignantly out of the 
eouttcil-chambei^-every body making room for him as he passed. 

No sooner was he gone than the bu^y burgomasters called a 
public meeting in front of the Studt-housti, where they afipointed 
as chairman one Dc^e Boerback, formerly a meddlesome mem- 
ber of the cabinet during the reign of William the Testy, but 
kicked out of office by Peter Stiiyvesant on taking tlie reins of 
government, lie was, withal, a mighty gingerbread baker in the 
land, and reverenced by the populace as a man of dark know- 
ledge, seeing that he was the first to imprint New-Year cakes 
with the mysterious liieroglyphics of the Cock and Breeches, and 
such like magical devices. 

This burgomaster, who still chewed the cud of ill-will against 
Peter Stuyvesant, addressed the muhitiide in what is called a 
patriotic speech, informing them of the courteous summons which 
the governor had received, to surrender ; of his refusal to comply 
therewith, and of his denying the public even a sight of the sum- 
mons, wl^ich doubtless contained conditions highly to the honoi 
and advantage of the province. 

He then proceeded to speak of his Excellency in high-sound- 
ing terms of vituperation, suited to the dignity of his station ; com- 
paring him to NerOy Galigulay and other flagrant great men of 
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yoie ; aMtunng the people that the history of tlie woiM did not 
contain' a despotic outrage equal to the presenf. That it would 

be recorded in letters of fire, on the blood-stained tablet of his- 
tory I That ages woald roll badi with sudden honor when they 
came to view it I That the womb of time (by the way, your 
orators and writers take strange liberties with the womb of time, 
though some would fain have us believe that time is an old gen- 
tleman)-^that the womb of time, pregnant as it was with direfiil 
horrors, would never produce a parallel enormity! — with a 
variety of other heart-reading, soul-stiring tropes and figures, 
which I cannot enumerate; neitlier, indeed, need I, for they 
were of the kind which even to the present day form the style 
of popular harangues and patriolac orations, and may be dassed 
in rhetoric under tlie general title of Rigmarole. 

The result of this speech of the inspired burgomaster, was a 
memorial addressed to the governor, remonstrating in good round 
terms on his conduct. It was proposed that Dofue Roerback 
himself should be the hearer of this memorial, but this he wai'ily 
declined, having no inclination of coming again within kickiiig 
distance of his Excellency. Who did deliver it has never been 
named in history, in which neglect he has suffered gn% \ oi:s 
wrong ; seeing that he was equally worthy of blazon with huu 
perpetuated in Scottish song and story by the surname of 
the-cat All we know of the fhte of this memorial is, that it was 
used by the grim Peter to light his pipe j which, Irom the vehe- 
mence with which he smoked it, was evidently any t|png but a 
pipe of peace* 
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CHAPTER X. 

CONTAINING A DOLEFUL DISASTEB OF ANTONT THE TBUM- 

■ 

PBTXE — AHD BOW PBTXB aTUTTSSAKI^ LIKB A 8E€ONI> 
CBOMWBLL, SUBDXNI.T DI880LTXD A BUXP FABLIAVBHT. 

JSfow did the lugh<«unded Fieter de Gtoodt shower down a pannier 
load of maledictions upon his bargomasteis for'a set of self-willed, 
obstinate, factious varlets, who would neither be couvinced nor 
persuaded. Nor did he omit to bestow some left-handed oompU- 
ments upon the soyereign people, as a herd of pditroons, wh6 had no 
relish for the glorious hardships and illustrious misadventures of 
battler— ^ut would rather stay at home, and eat and sleep in igno- 
ble ease, than fight in a ditch for immortaliQr and a broken head. 

Besolntely bent, however, upon defending his beloved city, 
in despite even of it&elf, he called unto him his trusty Van Cor- 
lear, who was his right-hand man- in all times of emergeney. 
Him did he adjnrie to take his wai^enooneing trumpet, and 
mounting his horse, to beat up the country night and day — 
sounding the alarm along the pastoral borders of the Bronx — 
starding the wUd solitudes of Croton — arousing tihe ragged ye(^ 
manry of Weehawk and Hoboken — the mighty men of battle of 
Tappan Bay — and the brave boys of Tarry-Town, Petticoat 
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Lane, and Sleepy-Hollow — charging them one and all to sUxig 
their powde^-bonu^ shoulder their fowhng-pieceB, and mmdi 
merrily down to the Manhattoes. 

iSow there was iiotliing in all the world, the divine sex ex- 
ceptedy that Antony Van Corlear loved better than enaods of 
this kind. So just stopping to take a lasty dinner, and bracing 
to his side his junk bottle, well charged with heartHbigpiring 
Hollands, he issued joliily from the city gate, which looked out 
upon what is at present called Broadway ; sounding a ihreweli 
strain, that rung in sprightly echoes thiough the windmg streets 
of New- Amsterdam — ^Alas ! never more were they to be glad- 
dened by the melody of their fia-vorite trumpeter ! 

It was a dark and stormy night when the good Antmiy aj> 
rived at the creek (sagely denominated Haerlem river) which 
separates the island of Mannarhata from the mainland. The 
wind was high, the elements were in an uproar, and no Charon 
could be found to ferry the adventurous sounder of brass across 
the waller. For a short time he vapored like an impatient gfaoat 
upon the brink, and then bethmking himself oi tiie urgency of 
his errand took a hearty embrace of his stone botUe, swore most 
valorously that he would swim across in spite of the devil! 
(Spyt den Duyvel,) and daringly plunged into tlie stream. Luck- 
less Antony 1 scarce had he buffeted half-way over, when he was 
observed to struggle violently, as if battHng with the spirit of 
the waters — instmoliveiy he put his trumpet to his mouth, and 
giving a vehement blast — sank forever to the bottom ! 

The clangor of his trumpet, like that of the ivory horn of the 
renowned Paladin Orlando^ when expiring in the glorious ^Kaid 
of Roncesvalles, rang fkr and wide through the country, alartaing 
the neighbors round, who hurried in amazement to the spot* 
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Here an old Dutch burgher, famed for his veracity, and who had 
been a witness of the fact, relaled to them the melandiolj affair; 
wkh the fearful addition (to whtth I am slow of giving belief) 
that he saw the duyvel, in the shape of a huge moss-bonker, seize 
the dturdy Antony by the leg, and drag him beneath the waves. 
Gertain it is, the place, with Ihe adjoining promontoiy, which 
projects into the Hudson, has been called Spyt den Dmfo^ ever 
since — the ghost of the unfortunate Antony &till haunts ilie sur- 
rounding solitudes, and his trumpet has often been heard by the 
noghbors, of a stormy night, mingling with the howling of the 
blast. Nobody ever attempts to f^wim across the creek after 
dark ; on the contrary, a bridge has been built to guard against 
such mekmcholy accidents in foture— -and as to moss-bonkers, 
they are held in such abhorrence, that no true Dutchman will 
admit them to ids table, who loves good fish and hates the devil* 

Such was the end of Antony Van Corlear-^ man deserving 
of a better fate. He lived roundly and soundly, like a true and 
jolly bachelor, until the day of his death ; but though he was 
□ever married, yet did he leave behind some two or three dozen 
children, in different parts of the country — ^fine, chubby, brawling^ 
l^atulent liule urchins ; from whom, if legends speak Uiie, (and 
they are not apt to He,) did descend the innumerable race of edit- 
ors, who people and defend this countiy, and who are bountifiiUy 
paid by the people for keeping up a constant alarm — and making 
them miserable. It is hinted, too, that in his various expeditions 
into the £ast he did much towards promoting the population of 
the country ; in proof of which is adduced the notorious propen- 
sitydf the people of those parts to sound their own trumpet. 

As some way-worn pilgrim, when the tempest whistles tlirongh 
his locks and night is gathering round, beholds his ^ithfid dog^ 
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liie oompaoMm and aiilaee hlfl joarnBymg^ stielolied lifideSB at 

his feet, so did the generous-hearted hero of the Manhattoes 
contemplate the untimely end of Antony Van Corlear. He had 
been the £uthful attendant of his ibotateps ; he had charmed hhn 
m muoj a weary hour by his honest ^ayety and the maitlal 

melody of his trumpet, and liad followed him with imrtinehing 
loyalty and a£^tion through many a scene of direful peril and 
ndflhaik He was gone loreTer ! and that^ too^ at a moment when 
every mongret car was sknlking from his side. Tins— Peter 

Stuyvesant^ — wiu-. the moment to try thy fortitude ; and this 
was the momeut when thou didst indeed shine iorth — Peter tlte 
Headftnmg I 

The ghure of day had long disp^ed the horrors of the stormy 

night ; still all was dull and gloomy. The late jovial Apollo hid 
his &C0 behind lugabnoos clouds, peeping out now and then &r 
an instant, as if anxious, yet fearib], to see what was going on in 
his favorite city. This was the eventfiil morning when the great 
Peter was to give his reply to the summons of the invaders. 
Already was he closeted with his privy connoil, sitting in grim 
state, brooding over the fate of his favorite trampeter, and anoa 
boiling with indignation as the insolence of liis recreant burgo- 
masters flashed upon his mind. While in this state of irritation^ 
a ooorler arrived in all haste from Winthrop, the subtle governs 
of Connecticut, counseling him, in the most affectionate and dis- 
interested manner, to surrender the province, and magnifying the 
dangers and calamities to which a refusal would subject him. — 
What a moment was this to intrude c^cious advice upon a man 
who never took advice in his whole life ! — The fiery old go^mor 
strode up and down the chamber with a vehemence that made 
the bosoms of his ooundlocs to quake with awe— ^Ung at his 
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unlucky fate, that thus made him the constant butl of factious 
subjects, and Jesuitical advisers. 

Just at this ill-chosen junctarei the officious bttrgomastera, who 
had heard of the arrival of mysterious dispatches, came marching 
in a body iiiU) the room, with a legion of sscUepens and toad-eaters 
at their heels, and abruptly demanded a perusal of the letter. 
This was too much for the spleen of Peter Stayyesant. He tore 
the letter in a thousand ])iccefl — ^threw it in the face of the nearest 
biirgoaiajiter — broke his pipe over the head of the next — hurled 
his spitting-boK at an uohidcy sebepeiiy who was just retreating 
out at the door, and finally prorogued the whole meeting nm dU, 
by kicking them down stairs with his wooden leg. 

As soon as the burgomasters could reooyer from their confu- 
sion and had time to breathe, they called a publie meeting, where 
they related at full length, and with appropriate coloring and 
exaggeration, the despotic and vindictive deportment of the gov- 
ernor; deckring that, for their own parts, they did not value a 
straw the being kicked, cuffed, and mauled by the timber toe of 
his excellency, but that thc:y felt ibr the dignity of the sovereign 
people, thus rudely insulted by the outrage committed on the seat 
of honor of their representatives. The latter part of the harangue 
came home at once to that delicacy of feeling, and jealous pride 
of character, vested in all true mobs ; who^ though they may bear 
injuries without a murmur, yet are marvelously jealous of their 
sovereign dignity — and there is no knowing to what act of resents 
ment they might have been provoked, had they not been some- 
what more afraid of their sturdy old goYemor than they were of 
St. Nicholas, the English— or the d ^l himself. 
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HOW P£T£R D£F£Nfit£D Ifi£ CUT OF HSW-AM- 

8TEBDAX FOB SSTXBil. BATS, BT DOIT OV THB STSKtrOTH 
OF HIS HEAD. 

Thbbe m aometbiiig ezoeedinglj soUime and melaiiGlioly in the 

spectacle which the present crisis of our histor}- presents. An 
illustrious and venerable little city — the metropolis of a vast 
extent of uninhabited country — garrisoned bj a doughty hoet of 
orators, ehairmen, committee-men, burgomasters, scfaepens, and 
old women — ^governed by a determined and strong-beaded war- 
rior^ and fortified by mud batteries, palisadoes, and resolutiona^ 
blockaded by sea, beleaguered by land, and threatened witli dire> 
ibl desolation finom without ; while its very Titals are torn with 
internal faction and commotion ! Never did historic pen record 
a page of more complicated distress, unless it be the strife that 
distracted the Israelites during the siege of Jerusalem — where 
discordant parties were cutting each other's throat's, at the mo- 
ment when the victorious legions of Titus had toppled down their 
bulwarks, and were canying fire and sword into the veiy sanc- 
tum sanctorum of the temple. 

Governor StujvesanL Laving triumphantly put his grand 
council to the rout, and delivered himself irom a multitude of 
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impertanent advisers, dispatched a categorical reply to the com- 
manders of the invading squadron ; wherein he asserted the riglit 
and title of their High Mightinems the Lords States General to 
the province of New-Netherlands, and trusting in the righteous- 
ness of his cause, set the whole British nation at defiance ! 

My anxiety to extricate my readers and myself from these 
disastrous .scenes prevents me from giving the whole of this 
gaUant letter, whidi concluded in these manly and affectionate 
terms: 

^ As touching the threats in your conehision, we have nothing 
to answer, only that we fear nothing but what God (who is as 

just as merciful) shall lay upon us ; all things being in his gracious 
disposal, and we may as well be preserved by him with small 
forces as by a great army ; which makes us to wish you all hap- 
piness and prosperity, and recommend you to his protection. — 
My lords, your thrice humble and affectionate servant and friend, 

"P. STirmfiSANT." 

Thus having thrown his gauntlet, the brave Peter stuck a 
pair of horse-pistols in his belt, girded an immense powder-horn 
on his side— thrust his sound leg unto a Hessian boot, and di^ 
ping his fierce little war-hat on the top of his head — paraded up 

and down in front of his house, determined to defend his beloved 
city to the last. 

While all these struggles and dissensions were prevailing in 

the uiiliappy city of New- Amsterdam, and while its worthy but 
iU-starred governor was framing the above-quoted letter, the 
English commanders did not remain idle. They had agents se- 
cretly employed to foment the fears and clamors of the populace ; 
and moreover circulated far and wide, through the adjacent coun- 

19 



Digitized by 



49i 



HISTORY OF NEW-YORK. 



try, a prodamatioiiy repeatiiig the terns they had already held 

out in their summons to surrender, at the same time beguiling the 
fiimple Nederlanders with the most crafty and conciliating profes- 
sions. They promised that every man who ^'oluntarily sohmitted 
to the authority of his Brittsh Majesty should retain peaceful 
possession ot his house, his vrouw, and his cabbage-garden. That 
he should be suffered to smoke his pipe, speak Dutch, wear as 
many breeches as he pleased, and import bricks^ tilea^ and stone 
jugs from Holland, instead of maau&ctnring them on the spot. 
That he should on no account be compelled to learn the English 
language, nor eat codfish on Saturdays, nor keep accounts in any 
other way than by casting ihem up on his fingers, and chalking 
them down upon the crown of his hat ; as is obserred among the 
Dutch yeomanry at the pr(?s(nit day. That every man should be 
allowed quietly to inherit his father's hat, coat, shoe-buckles, pipe^ 
and every other personal appendage ; and that no man should be 
obliged to conform to any improvements, inventions, or any other 
modem innovations ; but, on the contrary, should be permitted to 
build his house, follow his trade, manage his farm, rear his hogs, 
and educate his children, precisely as his ancestors had done he- 
fore him from time immemorial. Finally, ibat he should have 
all the benefits of free trade, and should not be required to 
acknowledge any other saint in the calendar than St. Nicholas, 
who should thenceforward, as before, he considered the tutelar 
saint oi the city. 

These terms, as may be supposed, appeared very satisfactory 
to the people, who had a great disposition to enjoy their property 
unmolested, and a most singular aversion to engage in a contest, 
where they could gain little more than honor and broken heads — 
the first of which they held in philosophic indiBference, the latter 
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in utter detedtation* By these iDsidious means, thereiore, did t]ie 
English succeed in altenaliiig the confidence and afiecdons of the 
populace from Hlmr gallant old governor, whom they considered 
aa obstinately bent upon ruiniing iheni into Indeous misadven- 
tures $ and did not hesitate to speak their minds freely, and ahuse 
him most heartily — ^behind his back. 

Like as a mighty grampus, when assailed and buffeted by 
roaring wares and brawling surges, still keeps on an undcviating 
jBOUTSe, riang above the boisterous billows, spouting and blowing 
as he emerges— so did the inflexible Peter pursue, unwayering, 
his determined career, and rise, contemptuous, above the clamors 
of the rabble. 

But when the British warriors fbund that be set their power 

at defiance, thev dispatched recruiting officers to Jamaica and 
Jeridio, and Nineveh, and Quag, and Patchog, and all those towns 
on Long Island which had been subdued of yore by Stofl^ Brink- 
erhoff ; stirring up the progeny of Preserred Fish, and Deter* 
mined Cock, and those other New-England squatterB, to assail 
the dty of New-Amsterdam by land ; while the hostile ships pre- 
pared for an assault by water. 

The streets of New- Amsterdam now presented a scene of 
wild dismay and consternation. In vain did Peter Stuyvesant 
order the citiasens to arm and assemble on the battery. Blank 
terror reigned over the community. The whole party of Short 
Pipes in the course of a single night had changed into arrant old 
women — a metamorphosis only to be paralleled by the prodigies 
recorded by IAyj as having happened at Bome at the approach 
of Hannibal, when statues sweated in pure afirighty goats were 
ooDTerted into sheep^ and oocks^ tunung into bens^ ran cackling 
about the stieet 
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Thus baffled in all attempts to ptit the city in a state of de- 
fence; blockaded irom vrithout; tormented from within, and 
menaced with a Yankee invasion, even the sUff-necked will of 
Peler Stajvesant for once gave wav^ and in spite of fata mighty 
heart, which swelled in his throat uatii it nearly choked him, he 
consented to a treaty of surrender. 

Words cannot express the transports of the popolaoey on re- 
cefving this intelligence ; had they obtahted a conqnestover their 
enemies, they could not have indulged greater delight The 
streets resounded with their congratulations — ^they extolled their 
governor as the father and deliverer of his country — they crowded 
to his house to testify their gratitude, and were ten times more 
noisy in their plaudits than when he returned, with victory 
perched upon his beaver, from the glorious capture of 'Fort Chris- 
tina. — Bui the indignant Peter shut his doors and windows, and 
took r(^fu2;e in tlio innermost recesses of his mansion, that he 
might not hear the ignoble rejoidngs of the rabble. 

Commissioners were now appmnted on both sides and a 
capituladon was speedily arranged; all that was wanting to 
ratify it wa3 that it should be signed by the governor. "When 
the commissionera waited upon him for this purpose they were 
received with grim and bitter courtesy. Hiswariike accoutre- 
ments w^ere laid sm^e — an old Indian night-gown was wrapped 
about his rugged Innbs, a red night-cap overshadowed his frown- 
ing brow, an iron-gray beard of three days' growth gave addi- 
tional grimness to lus visage. Thrice did he seize a worn-out 
stump of a pen, and essay to sign the loathoinc paper — thrice did 
he clinch his teeth, and make a horrible countenance, as though 
a dose of rhubarb, sennay and ipecacuanha, had been offered to 
his Hps ; at length, dashing it fhnn bim, he seized his braas-hilted 
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eword, and jerking it from the scabbard, swore by St. J^^ichola8| 
to sooner die than yield to any power under heaven. 

For two whole days did be persist in this magnanimous reao- 
Intion, during which his house was besieged by the rabble, and 
menaces and clamorous revilings exhaubted to no purpose. And 
sow another oourse was adopted to soothe, if possible, his migh^ 
ire. A procession was formed by the borgomastess and schepens, 
followed by the populace, to beai* the capitulatiou in state to Llic 
governor's dwelling. They found the castle strongly barricadoed, 
and the old hero in full regimentals, with his cocked hat on his 
head, posted with a blunderbuss at the garret window. 

There was something in this formidable |K>£»ition that struck 
even the ignoble vulgar with awe and admiration. The brawling 
multitude could not but reflect witiiselfabaBemeat upon their own 
pusillanimous conduct, when they beheld their hardy but deserted 
old governor, thus &ithful to his post, like a forlorn hope, and 
Ihlly prepared to defend his ungrateful city to the last. These 
compunctions, however, were soon overwhelmed by the recurring 
tide of public apprehension. The populace arranged themselves 
before the house, taking off their hats with most respectful 
humility — Burgomaster Boerback, who was of that popular dass 
oi" oi ulors described by Sallust, as being " talkative rather than 
eloquent," stepped forth and addressed the governor in a speech 
of three hours' length, detailing, in the most pathetic tenns, the 
calamitous situation of the province, and urging him in a constant 
repetition of the same arguments and words to sign the capitula- 
tion. 

The mighty Peter eyed him from his garret window in grim 
silence — now and then his eye would glance over the surrounding 
rabUe, and an indignant grin, like that of an angry mastiff, would 
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mark hk iron viflage. But tliongli a man of most undannted 

mettle — though he had a lieart us big a.- an ux, and a head that 
would have set adamant to scorn — yet atter all he was a mere 
mortaL Wearied out hj these repeated oppOflitioo% and thia 
eternal haranguing, and perceiving that unless he complied, the 
inhabitants would follow their own inclination, or rather their 
fears, without waiting for bis oonsent; or, what was stiU worse, 
the Yankees would have time to pour in their fbroes and claim a 
share in the conquest, he testily ordered them to hand up the 
paper. It was accordingly hobted to him on the end of a pole, 
and having scrawled his name at the bottom of it, he anathema- 
Imd them all for a set of cowardly, mutinous, degenerate pol- 
troons — threw the capitulation at their heads, slammed down the 
window, and was heanl stumping down stairs with vehement 
indigoatiim. The rabble incontinently took to their heels ; even 
the burgomasters were not slow in evacuating Ae premises, feai^ 
ing lest the sturdy Peter might issue l i oui his den, and greet them 
with some unwelcome t^Umonial of his displeasure. 

Within three hours after the surrender, a legion of British 
beef-fed warriors poured into New-Amsterdam, taking possession 
of the fort and batteries. And now might be heard, from all 
quarters, the sound of hammers made by the old Dutch burghers^ 
in nailing up their doors and windows, to protect their vrouws 
from these fierce barbarians, whom they contemplated in silent 
sullenness from the garret windows as they paraded throu^ii the 
streets. 

Thus did Colonel Richard Nichols, the commander of the 

British forces, enter into quiet possession of the conquered realm 
85 locum tenens for the Duke of York. The victory was attended 
with no other outrage than that of changing the name of the 
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pnyrmoe and ite metropoUa, wfaich thenoeforth were denominated 
Nbw-York, and so have continued to be called unto the present 
da7« The iuhabitauta, accordiug to treaty, were allowed to mam- 
tain quiet pofisesaion of their property; but bo inveCeratelj did 
they retain their abhorvence of the British nation, that in a 
private meeting of the leading citizens, it was unanimously deter- 
mined never to aak any of their oonquexors to dinner* 



NOTE. 

Modem historians aasert that when the New- Netherlands were thus overrun 
by the Biitiah* as Spain in andent days by the Saiaoens, a resolate band 
vefhsed to bend the neck to the invader. Led by one Ganet Van Ifonie, a 
valorous and gigantic Dntehman, diey erasaed the bay and boiied tfaemsdves 
among the manhes and eahbagc-gardeos of Gomnniniiiaw $ as did Pelayo and 
hiB followers among the moinitainB of Astorias. Here their descendants have 
remaiaed ever ancei keeping themselves apart, like seed com, to repeople the 
city with the genuine breed wheri( \>:r it shall be effectually recovered from its 
intruders. It is said the genuine descendants of the Nederlanders who inhabit 
New- York, still look with longing eyes to the green marshes of ancient Pavonia, 
as did the oonqueied Spaniards of yoie to the stem moontains of Asiariasb 
eooflidenng thes^ the wgioos whence delivannoe is to come. 
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CONTAINING THE DIGNIFIED RETIREMENT, AND MORTAL SUR- 
RENDER OF PETER THE HEADSTRONG. 



Thus then have I concluded this great historical enterprise ; but 
before I lay aside my weary pen, there yet remains to be per- 
formed one pious duty. If amoDg the variety of readers who 
may perase this book, there should haply be found any of those 
souls of true nobility, which glow with celestial iire at the history 
of the generous and the brave, they will doubtless be anxious 
to know the fate of the gallant Peter Stuyvesant. To gratify 
one such sterling heart of gold I would go more lengths than to 
instruct the cold-blooded curiosity ui a whole fraternity of philo- 
sophers. 

No sooner had that high-mettled cavalier signed the articles 
of capitulation, than, determined not to witness the humiliation 

of his favorite city, he turned his back on ita walls and made a 
growling retreat to his hoiiwery, or couutry-seat> which was 
situated about two miles off ; where he passed the remainder of 
his days in patriarchal retirement. There he enjoyed that tran- 
quiliiLy of mind, which he had never known amid the distracting 
cares of govenunenti and tasted the sweets of absolute and 
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VBeoDtraHed aathoril^, which his faetioua soljectB bad so often 

clashed with the bitterness of o|>positioD. 

No poiBiiasioDS 'Cotild ever induce htm to revisit the cily<— K>a 
the contrary, he would always have his great arm-chair placed 

with its back to tlic windows whicli louked. in that direction ; 
until a thick grove of txees planted by bis owu hand grew up and 
iormed a screen that effectually excluded it fieom the prospect 
He railed continually at the degenerate innovationfl and improve- 
ments introduced by the conquerors — forbade a word ot their 
detested language to be spoken in his family, a prohibition readily 
obeyed, since none of the household could speak any thing hut 
Dutch — and even ordered a tine m venue to be rut down in front 
of his house because it consisted of English cberrj-treea. 

The same incessant vigilance, which blazed forth when he 
had a vast province under his care, now showed itself with equal 
vigor, lliough in narrower limits. He patrolled with unceasing 
watchfulness the boundaries of his little territory; repelled every 
encroachment with intrepid promptness ; punished every vagrant 
depredation upon his orchard or his farm-yard with inflexible 
severity ; and ofmducted every stray hog or cow in triumph to 
the pound. But to the indigent neighbor, the friendless stranger, 
or the weary wanderer, his spacious doors were ever open, and 
his capacious fire-place, that emblem of his own warm and 
generous heart, had always a comer to receive and cherish 
them. There was an exception to this, I must confess, in case 
the ill-starred applicant were an Englishman or a Yankee ; 
to whom, though he might extend the hand of assistance, he 
could never be brought to yield the rites of hospitality. Nay, if 
peradventiire some straggling merchant of the east should stop 

at his door^ with his cart-load of tin ware or wooden bowls, the 

19* 
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fiery Peter would isgue forth like a giant iinoni his castle, and 
make such a forioiiB dattering anuMig hu pots and ketdesy thai 
the Tender of ^ noUcni* was fian to betake hunflelf to instant flight. 

His suit of regimentals, worn threadbare by the brush, were 
carefnlly hung up in the state bed-chamber, and regularly aired 
tlie first fair day of every month; and his cooked hat and tros^ 
sword were suspended in grim repose over the parlor mantel- 
piece, tbrming supporters to a full-length portrait of the renowned 
admiral Von Tromp. In his domestic empire he maintained striot 
discipline, and a well-organiced despotic govemment; butthoo^ 
his own will was the supiLme law, yet the good of his subjects 
was his constant object. He watched over, not merely their 
immediate comforts, but their morals, and their ultimate welfkre ; 
fi>r he gave them abundance of excellent admonition, nor could 
any of them complain, that, when occasion required, he was bj 
any means niggardly in bestowing wholesome correction* 

The good old Dutch festivals, those periodical demonBtrations 
of an overflowing heart and a thankful spirit, which are falling 
into sad disuse among my fellow-citizens, were faithfully observed 
in the mansion of Giovemor Stnyvesant. New-year was truly a 
day of open-handed liberality, of jocund revelry, and warm- 
hearted congnitulatioii, when the bosom swelled with genial 
good-fellowship, and the plenteous table was attended with an 
unceremonious freedom, and honest broad-mouthed merriment^ 
unknown in these days of degeneracy and refinement Paas and 
Pinxter were scrupulously observed throughout his dominions; 
nor was the day of 8t. Nicholas suffered to pass by, without 
nuddng presents, hanging the stocking in the diinmey, and com- 
plying with all its other ceremonies. 

Once a-year, on the first day of April, he used to array him- 
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self in full regimentals, being the anniversary of his triumphal 
entry into ^ew-Amsterdam, after the oonqaeet of New-Swedea. 
This was always a kind of saturnalia among the domeaticsy when 
they eonsidered themselves at Hberty, in some measure, to say 
and do what they pleased; for on this day their master was 
always obsenred to unbend, and become exceeding pleasant and 
jocose, sending the old gray«headed negroes on April-fooFs er- 
rands for pigeons' milk ; not one of whooi but allowed himself to 
be taken in, and humored his old master's jokes, as became a 
latthful and weU-discipUned depmdant Thus did he reign, ha|^ 
pily and peacefully on his own land — Injuring no man— envying 
no man — molested by no outward strifes ; perplexed by no inter- 
nal commotions — and the mig^ity monarchs of the earth, who 
were vainly seeking to maintain peaoe^ and promote the weVhre 
of mankind, by war and desolation, would have done well to have 
made a voyage to the little island of Manna-hata» and learned a 
lesson in government from the domestic economy of Peter Stuy- 
vesant. 

In process of time, however, the old governor, like all other 
children of mortality, began to exhibit evident tokens of decay. 
Like an aged oak, which, though it long has braved the fury of 
the elements, and still retains its gigantic proportions, begins to 
fibake and groan with every blast — so was it with the gallant 
Peter; for though he still bore the port and semblance of what 
he was, in the days of his hardihood and chivalry, yet did age 
and iohrmity begin to sap the y\^0T of his frame — ^but his heart, 
that unconqnerable citadel, still triumphed unsubdued. With 
matchless avidify would he listen to eveiy article of intelligence 
concerning the battles between the English and Dutch — still 
would his pulse beat high, whenever he heard of the victories of 
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Be Bayter — and his ocmntenance kmer, and his ejebrows knit, 
wlieit ^orUme turned in favor of the English. At length, as on a 
certain day he had just smoked his hith pipe, and was napping 
aito dinner^ In his ann-cliair, oonqaermg the whole Britiah 
iMtioti in his dreams, he was suddenly aroused by a finging of 
bells, rattlirif]^ of dnims, and roaring of" cannon, that put all his 
blood in a i'erment. But when he learnt that these rejoicings 
were in honor of a great Tictoiy obtained by the combined 
English and Frendi fleets over the bra^e De Rnyter, and the 
younger Von Tromp, it went so much to his heart, that he took 
to his bed, and, in less than three days, was brought to death's 
door, by a violent cholera morbus 1 Even in this extremity he 
still displayed the um»nquerable spirit of Peter the Hectdgtrtmg / 
holding out to tiic last guijp, with inflexible obstinacy, against a 
whole army of old women who were bent upon driving the enemy 
out of his bowels, in the true Dutdi mode of delenee^ by inun- 
dation. 

While he thus lay, ling^cring on the verge oi dissolution, news 
was brought him, that the brave de lluyter had made good 
his retreat, with little loss, and meant onoe more to meet the 
enemy in battle. The closing eye of the old warrior kindled 
with martial fire at the words — he pai tly raised himself in bed — 
clinched his withered hand, as if he ielt within his gripe that 
sword which waved in triumph before the walls of Fort Chm> 
tina, and giving a grim smile of exultation, sank back upon his 
pillow, and expired. 

Thus died Peter Stuyvesant, a valiant soldier — a loyal sub- 
ject — an upright governor, and an^nest Dutchman— who want- 
ed only a few empues to desolate, to have been immorlaiizud as 
a hero ! 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF NEW-YOBX 



His ibneral obteqnies were celelnwfted wHh the utmost gran- 
deur and solerniiity. The town was perfectly emptied oi' its 
inhabitants^ who crowded in throngB to paj the last sad honon 
to their good old governor. All his sterling qualities mshed in 
fbU tide upon their reoollection, while the memory of his foibles 
and kis faults had expired with him* The ancient burghers 
contended who should have the privilsge of bearing the pall ; the 
populaoe strove who ahoold walk nearest to the bier, and the 
melancholy procession was closed by a number of gray-headed 
negroes, who had wintered and summered in the housohoid of 
their departed master £ot the greater part of a centuiy. 

With sad and gloomy countenances, the multitude gathered 
round the grave. They dwelt with mouniful heai ts on the sturdy 
virtues, the signal services, and the gallant exploits of the brave 
old worthy. They recalled, with secret upbraidings, their own 
factious oppositions to his government; and many an ancient 
burgher, whose phlegmatic features had never been known to 
relax, nor his eyes to moisten, was now observed to puff a pen- 
sive pipe, and the big drop to steal down his cheek ; while he 
muttered, with affectionate accent, and melancholy shake of the 
head — ^""Well, den ! — lUu dkoppig Peter ben gone at Ll I 1 ' 

His remains were deposited in the family vault, under a chapel 
which he had piously erected on his estate, and dedicated to St 
Nicholas — and which stood on the identical spot at present occu- 
pied by St. Mark's church, where his tombstone is still to be seen. 
His estate, or bouwerjff as it was called, has ever continued in the 
possession of his descendants, who, by the uniform integrity of 
their conduct, and their strict adherence to the customs and man- 
ners that prevailed in the " good old Umn" have proved them- 
selves worthy of their illustrious ancestor. Many a time and 
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oft liM ibe fkrni been hannted at nlglit by enterprising money- 
diggers, in quest of pots of gold, said to liave been buried hj the 
old governor — though I cannot learn that any of them have ever 
been eniiehed by their reeearehes^-and who is there, among mj 
nallTe-bom feUow-eitixens, that does not remember when, hi the 
misdiievous days of his boyhood, he conceived it a great exploit 
to rob Stuyvesanfs orchard" on a hoUday afternoon? 

At this strong-hold of the ftmily may still be seen oertain 
memorials of the immortal Peter. His full-length portrait frowns 
in martial terrors from the parlor wall — ^his cocked hat and sword 
Btiil hang up in the best bedroom — ^fais brimstone-colored breeches 
were for a long while suspended in the haSl, nntQ smne years 
since they occasioned a dispute between a new-married couple — 
and his silver-mounted wooden leg is still treasured up in the 
■tore-room, as an invaluable reliqae. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

THX AVTHail'S RKFLEOTIOKB UFON WHAT HAB BBEN SAID* 

Among the namerons eyents^ wbich are each in ihmr tam the 
most direlhl and melancholy of all possible occurrences, in your 

interesting and authentic history, there h none that occasions such 
deep and heart-rendmg grief as the decline and fall of your re- 
nowned and mighty empires. Where is the reader who can ooih 
template without emotion the disastrous events by which the 
great dynasties of the world have been extinguished ? While 
wandering, in imagination, among the ^gantic ruins of states and 
empires, and marking the tremendous convulsions that wrought 
their overthrow, the bosom of the melancholy inquirer swells 
with sympathy commensurate to the surrounding desolation. 
Kingdoms, principalities, and powers, have each had their rise^ 
their progress, and their downfall — each in its turn has swayed a 
potent sceptre — each has returned to its prim(;val nothingness. 
And thus did it fare with the empire of their High Mightinesses, 
at the Manhattoes, under the peaceful reign of Walter the Doubter 
—the fretful reign of William the Testy, and the chivalric reign 
of Peter the Headstrong. 

Its history is fruitful of instractioQ, and worthy of being pon« 
dered over sttentiyelyy for it Is by thus raking among the ashw 
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of departed neatness, that the sparks of true knowledge are to 
be fooodi and the lamp of wisdom illaminated. Let then the 
reign of Walter the Doubter warn against yielding to that ftleek, 
contented security, and that overweening fondness for comfort and 
repose, which are produced by a state of prosperity and peace. 
These tend to unnerve a nation ; to destroy its pride of character ; 
to render it patient of insult ; deaf to the calls of honor and of 
justice ; ami cause it to cling to peace, like the sluggard to his 
pillow, at the expense of every valuable duty and consideration. 
Such supineness ensures the very evil from which it shrinks. 
One right yielded up produces the usurpation of a second ; one 
encroachment pas-Ively suffered makc^^ way for anotlier ; and the 
nation which thus, through a doting love of peace, has sacrificed 
honor and interest, will at length have to fight for existence. 

Let the disastrous reign of William the Testy serve as a salu- 
tary warning against that fitful, feverish mode of legislation, 
which acts without system ; depends on shifts and projects, and 
trusts to lucky contingencies. Which hesitates, and wavers, and 
at length decides with the rashness of ignorance and imbecility. 
Which stoops for popularity by courting the prejudices and flat- 
tering the arrogance, rather than commanding the respect of the 
rabble. Which seeks safety in a multitude of counselors, and 
distracts itself by a variety of contradictory schemes and opinions. 
Which mistakes procrastination for wariness — ^hurry for decision 
— ^parsimony for economy — bustle for busmess, and vaporing for 
valor. Which is violent in council — sanguine in expectation, 
preci[)i[;ite in action, and feeble in execiuiun. Which undertakes 
enterprises without forethought — enters upon them without pre* 
paration~-conductB them withotit energy, and ends them in con- 
fhsion and defeat 
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Let the reign of the good Stnjveeaiit ehow the effiscts of rigor 
Had deeision, eyen when destitate of cool judgment^ and sur- 
rounded by perplexities. Let it show how Iraokoess, probity, 
and high-6oiUed coiimge will oominand respecty and secure honor, 
even where success is onattainahle. Bnt at the same time, let it 
caution against a too ready reliance on the good faith of others, 
and a too honest confidence in the loving professions of poweiful 
neighbors^ who are most friendly when they most mean to betray* 
Let it teach a judicious attention to the opinions and wishes of the 
many, wlio, in times of peril, must be soothed and led, or appre- 
hension will overpower the deference to authority. 

Let the empty wordiness of bis lactaous sobjedd ; their intem- 
perate harangues; their violent ^resolutions;'' their heetorings 
againift an absent enemy, and their pusillanimity on his approach, 
teach us to distrust and despise those clamorous patriots, whose 
courage dwells but in the tongue. Let them serve as a lesson to 
repress that insolence oi speech, destitute of real force, which too 
often breaks forth in popular bodies, and bespeaks the vanity 
rather than the spirit of a nation. Let them caution us agmnst 
vaunting too much of our own power and prowess, and reviiiuga 
noble enemy. True gallantry of houl would always lead us to 
treat a foe with courtesy and proud punctilio ; a contrary conduct 
but takes from the merit of victory, and renders defeat doubly 
disgraceful. 

But I cease to dwell on the stores of excellent examples to be 
drawn from the ancient chronicles of the Hanhattoes. He who 
reads attentively will discover the threads of gold which run 

throughout the web of history, and are invisible lo ihe dull eye 
of ignorance. But, before I conclude, let me point out a solemn 
warning, foraished in the subtle chain of events by which the cap- 
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tore of F€«i Cftrimir iias prodnoed tbe pment oonvnbioDBef oiir 
globe. 

Attend then, gentle reader, to this i^lain deduction, which, if 
thou art a king, an emperor, or other powerful potentate, I advise 
thee to treasure up in thy heartr^tliougfa little ezpeetation Iiave I 
that my work will fall into such hands, for well I know the care 
of crafty minislcrs, to keep all grave and edifying books of the 
kind out of the way of unhappy monarchs — ^iest peradventure 
they should read them and learn wisdom. 

By the treacherous surprisal of Fort Casimir, then, did the 
crafty Swedes enjoy a transient triumph; but drew upon their 
heads the vengeance of Peter Stuyvesant, who wrested all New- 
Sweden from their hands. By the conquest of New-Sweden, 
Peter Stuvvesant aroused the claims of Lord Baltimore, who 
appealed to the Cabinet of Great Britain ; who subdued the whole 
proTince of New-Netherlands. By this great aehioTement the 
whole extent of North America, from Nova Scotia to the Fieri- 
das, was rendered one entire dependency uj)on the British crown. — 
But mark the consequence : the hitherto scattered colonies being 
thus consolidated, and having no rival colonies to check or keep 
them in awe, waxed great and powerful, and finally heeoming too 
strong for the mother country, were enabled to shake off its bunds, 
and by a glorious revcdution became an independent empire. 
But the chain of effects stopped not here ; the successful revolu- 
tion in America produced the sanguinary revolution in France ; 
wliicli produced the puissant Bonaparte ; who produced the 
French despotism ; which has thrown the whole world in coniu** 
sion ! — ^Thus have these great powers been successively punished 
for their ill-starred conquests — and thus, as I asserted, Lave all the 
present convulsions, revolutions, and disasters that overwhelm 
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mankind, ori^nated in the capture of the little Fort Castmir, as 

recorded in this eventful Iiistory. 

And now, worthy reader, ere I take a sad farewell — which, 
alas ! must be for ever — ^willingly would I part in cordial fellow- 
ship, and bespeak thy kind-hearted remembrance. That I have 
not written a better history of the days of the patriarchs is not 
my fault — had any other person written one as good, I should not 
have attempted it at alL That many will hereafter spring up and 
' surpass me in excellence, I have very little doubt, and still less 
care ; n-eli knowing that, when the great ChristovaUo Colon (who 
is vulgarly called Columbus) had once stood his egg upon its end, 
every one at table could stand his up a thousand times more dex- 
trously. — Should any reader find matter of offence in tliis history, 
I should heartily grieve, though I would on no account question 
his penetration by telling him he was mistaken — his good nature 
by telling him he was captious — or his pure conscience by telling 
him he was startled at a shadow. — Surely when so ingenious in 
finding offence where none was intended, it were a thousand pities 
he should not be sutlered to enjoy the benefit of his discovery. 

I have too high an opinion of the understanding of my fellow- 
citizens, to think of yielding them instruction, and I covet too 
much their good will, to forfeit it by giving them good advice. 
I am none of those cynics who despise the world, because it des- 
spises them — on the contraiy, though but low in its regard, I look 
up to it with the most perfect good nature, and my only sorrow is, 
that it does not prove itself more worthy of the unbounded love 
I bear it. 

If, however, in this my historic production — ^the scanty fruit 
of a long and laborious life — I have failed to gratify the dainty 
palate of the age, I can only lament my misfortune — ^for it is too 
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late in die aesion for me eren to bope to repair it. Already haa 

withering age showered Ills eterile enows upon mjbrow; in a 
little while, and this genial warmth which .still lingers around my 
heart, and throbs — worthy reader — ^throbs kindly towards th jself, 
will be chilled 'for ever. Haply this firail compound of dnst, 
which while alive raav have rriven birth to naught but unprofita- 
ble weeds, may form a humble sod of the valley, whence may 
spring many a sweet wild flower, Co adorn my beloTed island of 
Kannaphatal 
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